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Practical Expoſition + | 
on the Whole 

Fifty Third Chapter of Iſaiab. — 


A Lively Proſpect of the Bitter Suffer- - 
ings and Agonics of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Ch iſt, in order to 
accompliſh the Work of Man's Re- 
demption. With the Glories and 

Benefits thence reſulting to Himſelf 
and all True Believers 


Fitly Applicable to Sacramental Occaſions. 
By the Late Reverend Divine, 1 
THOM AS MANTON, D.D. 
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* (it ) 
To the READER. 


HE Charatter of Dr. Manton i: 
ſo generally known by his celebrated 

Preaching ſo many Tears ia this City, 

and > numerous Collections of 
Excellent Diſcourſes publiſhed ſince his Death; 
that I cannot think it neeaful to give any Ac- 
count of him here, as I do not pretend to add 
any thing to the Accounts already given by thoſe 
Excellent Perſons that publiſhed his former 
Works. ſt will be ſufficient to remark, That 
bis Works have been ejteemed by ſome of the beſt 

Judges one of the moſt valuable Colle tions of 
Scriptural and Practital Divinity, and to have 
been as generally ſerviceable to the World, as moſt 
that have appear'd in theſe latter Ages, and in 
many reſpects no way inferiour to ſome of the an- 
tient Monuments of the Chriſtian Church. 
I ſhall reckon my ſelf concerned only to give 
| ſome Account of this Treatiſe. FO, 

A to the Subjett of it, I ſhall only obſerre, 
That as the Prophecy of Iſaiah contains the 
| Gleareſs Revelations of the Meſſi and is 
writ in the loftieſt Stile of any Part of the Old 
Teſtament ; ſo this excellent Chapter is an emi- 
nent Inſt ance of both : Containing an exact De- 


| ſcription ich of bs Sully fferidgs 4ud his Glories, 
repreſented in bright and lively Colours, and in 
# Phraſe, tho ſomewhat difficult and obſcure, ex- 
A ceedng 


iv The Preface. 


' creding lofty and ſublime. The Veil of the 


Tempie ſeemed to have been arawn aſide, tho not 


Jes rent _ and the Light of the Goſpel 
ſhone forth with « brighter Glory than ever it 


had appear'd before. Upon thoſe accounts this 


Chapter has exercis'd the Thong hts, and imployed 


the Liligence of ſeveral eminent Perſons in for- 
zucy IF la or 4 - tho thro ſome or 4 
 Misfortuice they have been buried with their Au- 


thors, and have never ſeen the Light. Perhaps 
this # the only thing that can pretend to 4 juſt 
Diſcourſe now extant. 580 

I: would not be proper in the Preface to a prac- 
tical Diſcourſe, to undertake the Defence of this 
Chapter, ana to + cm it from the Violence of- 
fer'd it in the po 


ned Critick, who with a great deal of Force and 


frequent Abſurdity has applied this whole Chap- 
ter to the Prophet Jeremiah; not only croſs to | 
the brighteſt Evidence of Truth, and the general 


Conſent of Chriſi1an Interpreters ; bat in flat 
contradiftion to himſelf in two very accurate and 


elaborate Treatiſes publiſhed by himſelf. In the 


one * of which, arguing againſt the Jews, he has 
theſe remarkable Words ; That the Meſſiah 
was to 
6 the way to his Kingdom, and in order to 
* beſtow invaluable Bleſſings on his Seed 


« there is no Man can doubt that carefully 
© conliders Iſai. 53. And afterwards 


he adds, 
| cc To 
E Grotius de Relig. Chrif. Cap. 3. Set. 1. 


ſt humous Annotations of a Lear- 


paſs thro Sufferings and Death in 
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The Preface: v 
«To whom of all the Kings and Prophets 
« canthis agree? to none. In the other + he 
ſettles the true Senſe of the Place, and expoſes the 
perverſe Gloſſes of Socinus. 
As totbeſe Diſcourſes themſelves, they bear 
the lively Signatures 7 the Excellent Author, 
and are of apiece with the reſt of his Works, 
T here is a judicious Choice of pertinent Matter, 


diſpos d in a regular Method, expreſsd in a plain 


and native Elegance, quicten d and enlivened 
with proper Images, and tinitured throughout 
with a deep Savour of true Piety. And tho they 
may be thought neither ſopoliſhed or correct as his 


riper Tears and his laſt Hand could eaſily have 


made them, or as were neceſſary to gratifythe Nice 


and the Curious; yet they ſeem however excellently 
fitted to a better Endo promote ſaving Knowledg 


and real Godline(s, to move and to inſtruct the 
Mind, and give Entertainment as well as Profit 
to the Serious aud the Wiſe ; and are particu- 
larly ſuitable to Sacramental Occaſions. 
It will be oaly further neceſſary to acquaint the 
Reader, That as theſe Sermons were preached in 
his ſlated and ordinary Courſe, ſo they were 
preached in his early Youth, and are younger 
than any of thoſe that have ſten the Light : 
which muſt be his Apology to the World, if any 
18 are found up and down leſs accurate 
clear, or any thing different from what was 
Enown to be his Senſe in ſome of his later Wri- 


a -- This 


ate of bis 1 — 
* that it may be an Alla to thoſe Comforts whi 


* « of Jeſu Chrip, 7 all 


e were /o 


and Gs L 


of me Preface 
This Account may os the Pre. 


ts this Seriptare, | 


„„ | hive the rather 


« ix another Exerciſe I have endeavoured t 
© draw out of Ia. 53. 1 would a the ſame 
« time carry on the Doctrine of Faith and 

„ Manners, and ſbew you your Duties together 


<« with your Incouragements, leſt with E 
* jan ſbould andy love to tread out the Corn, and 


* ref to break the Clods: We are all 
* 2 
with a barren and 


apt to 


ul K nowledg 
required of the 
« World were 2 on «native 
& Apprebenſions of all things 
0 done for ws, that nothing remaine = 
4 10 be done by ws. This is the 2 
© * ade My in the preſent Age, and therefore 
« ber boſe "£711 of Grace to 
6 7, or the Power of it to _—_ 
> Che! Mer Merit and the Spirit t Efficacy are the 
6 « common Places from whence they draw all the | 
13 wad of their own Mun. 
s and Idleneſ 
; "JF heve compared the Tranſcript with the Ori- 
ginal Notes, and find reaſon after all the Care 
that has been taken, Ft” doo. fry wo 
ſmaller Errors that may have 
h of the Copy and of thy Preſs. . 


V. Hard! 


, and content our | 


Li 


| Pradtcal Expoſition 


uPON 


The 53d — of _ 


Who hath believed our Report 


be call'd the Goſpel than the Prophecy 
It contains fo ample and clear a diſcovery Jeſus 
ws that one would rather account it Hiſtorical 


Tx WHY T 7 rw 7 TTY OY OO oRg onggg 


by the Hiſtory of Chriſt ia the New Teſtament, 


Tfaiah liii. 2. 
? And to whom i 
the Arm of the Lord revealed? | 


Shall in the courſe of this Exerciſe go over 
the ſeveral Verſes of this Chapter, which s 
an eminent Portion of Scripture, and calls 
for moſt ſerious Attention: It ay - <5 


than Prophetical. Other Prophecies are explain'd 


but this explains the Hiſtory ; there is 
# pter ſo often quoted and vouched by Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles as viz, no leſs than ſeven or 


job gy uy Teſtament. It is fo full 
_ and clear, char it rather needs Meditation than a 


* nnn — 


2 A Practical Expoſition upon 
of it. The Coherence or Connexion of this with 
the former Chapter, take briefly thus. 
The Evangelical Pr (for ſo he may juſtly 
be call'd) had in the end of the former Chapter 
ſpoken of the Glory of Chriſt's Kingdom, how 
readil y it ould be entertiia's among the Gentiles, 
how be ſhould ſprinkle many Nations, 

to ſhut their 
hearken to and conſider his ; here coming 
to the Jews, he finds (on the contrary ) noting 
but Contempt and Scorn, and therefore in an ho- 
ly Admiration cries out, Who bgth believed our Re- 
port ? He ſau it was not believ'd in his days, 
that it would not in after days: *Twas in vain to 
ſpeak to them of the Meſſiah. In this Chapter 
there are three remarkable Parts. 


E 


Appearance, from ver. 2 to 10. 
1 We 


off this Scandal and Prejudice, 


Fruit and Glory that follow'd this ſank, g. 
to the end of the Cha i 
Our Text is the of theſe, © ap- 


— Ni. Ut iks Fs 


— 


ejection of Chriſt. — 
way of 
Queſtions. F 


ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah. 3 
That the words are a Queſtion is clear, but 
what kind of Queſtion is not ſo clear. Some un- 


5 derſtand the words as a Commiſeration of the Pro- 


| to out ard 


phet : q.d. I am to tell you of ſuch things of the 
Sufferings of the Meſſiah, that you will ſcarce be- 
lieve Men ſhould be fo barbarous toward him. 
But this is ſo abſurd, that it needs no Confuta- 
tion. *Tis not a Queſtion of Commiſeration, but 
of Admiration, or rather of Complaint, in which 
Iſazab applies himſelf to God, as the Septuagint 
ſhews by putting in the word up: Lord, being 
herein follow d by St. Paul, Rom.10.16. For Iaiah 
ſaith, Lord, Whohbath believed our Report ? So Jobn 12. 
' 38. tis alſo ſaid, Lord, Who bath believed our Re- 


| en bo? Tho 
the Inquiry be general, it is not to intimate that 
none but only that very few did believe, or think 
there was any Truth in what was ſpoken. Then 
for the Odject, our Report, underſtand it concern- 
ing Chriſt ; or, as the LXX expreſs it [ Th «xc 
dus our bearing, that is, what they hear from 
us. The Jens are guilty here of a double Lie in 
_ wrelſting this place; they fay it means the Report 
concerning their own Miſery and ſucceeding Glo- 
ry, as if Jac] were ſpoken of here under the 
notion of one common Perſon ; and they tranſ- 
fer the Evil complain'd of from themſelves to the 
Gentiles. But the ſenſe is this; There are very 
_—_— — 1 
to m concerning the Meſſiah, they will 
Riddles and Contradictions to them, that there 
| ould be ſuch Glory in things ſo vile and ignoble 
2. For the Reaſon, To whon is the Am of the 
Lord revealed p * 
| o 


* 


4 A Practical Expoſition upon 


fore they do not believe becanſe the Arm of the 
Lord is not reveaFd, Here is ſome difficulty a- 


bout what is meant by the Arm of the Lord, which | 


withoat queſtion is metaphorical : Some take it 
tor the Counfel and Contrivance of: God effected 
and brought to paſs, as A#s 4. 28. Whatſoever thy 
Hand, or Arm, * Counſel determined to be done. 
It is more properly taken for the Strength of God; 
you know the Arm is the chiefeſt * of 
Strength. But what Strength of God? ſome un- 
derſtand it of the Goſpel, Rom. 1. 16. which is 
called the Power of God to Salvation; the Goſpel i 
not reveaF'd to them. So 1 Cor. 1. 18. The preach- 
ing of the Croſs is calld the Power of God, becauſe 
of that admirable Virtue and Succeſs which ac- 
companied the preaching of it. Some by the 
Pewer of God underſtand the Power of God with 
Chriſt: He did Miracles, and yet they would not 
ſee the Arm of the Lord. They thought he caſt 
out Devils by Beelzebub, as if it were by the Power 
of Satan, not of God. Some by Arm underſtand |} 
Cbriſt bimſelf, who, 1 Cor. 1. 24. is call'd the Power | 
and Wiſdom of Cod; he is the Power, the Arm, 
the Right-hand of the Father : There is no great 
Work of God but is done in and by Chriſt, as a 
Man doth his Work by his Arm. Asin making 
the World, vanguiſhing his Enemies, deliver- 
ing his Church, tis every where ſpoken of as done 
by Chrift. Others by Arm underſtand the Power 


of tbe Spirit in and by the Ordinances: I rather | 


your that of the Goſpel, together with the Spi- 


"Then for [ revealed] you will ſay the Goſpel | 
was reveard 11 1 I anſwer, there is a 
double Revelation: Firſt, common, which is no- 


kth. ad. 


0% 


ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Iaiah. 5 
this muſt be to every Creature. Secondly, Pro- 
per and ſpecial, to the Elect by the Spirit: There 
is the Spirit's Revelation, and the Prophet's Reve- 
lation. The meaning is, To whom hath the Spirit 
of God revealed that what | ſpeak is true ? Towhom 
is the Power of God to Salvation inwardly mani- 
feſted and made known by the Spirit ? Implying 
they will not believe without this Manifeſtation. 

Thus you have the meaning of the words. 1 
ſhall offer to your thoughts ſome occaſional Obſer- 
vations before I come to the main Points. 

From the Jews wreſting this Text, obſerve, 

1. That there is an evil Diſpoſition in Men to turn 
off upon others that which nearly concerns themſelves. 
Men are good at making falſe Applications, and 
turn off that to others which the Word and Spi- 
rit intend to them. When Chriſt had ſpoken to 
Peter, tis ſaid, Peter turning abort ſec th the Diſciple 
whom Jeſus loved, and ſaith to Jeſus, Lord, What 
ſhall this Man do? 

2. Obſerve, That it is no new thing in Perſons to 
vouch that for themſelves which makes mojt againſt them. 
Thus the Jews do this Chapter againſt the Gentiles. 
So that which you find written 1 Cor. 14. 16. How 
ſhall he that occupieth the room of the 1nlcarned, ſay 
Amen? the Papiſts vouch it for Latin Service, 
tho tis the drift of the Apoſtle to condemn it. 
Let not the like uſage in our time amaze you, 
when Antinomians and Socinians urge thoſe Texts 
for them that are really againſt them. 

3. Obſerve this too, When God for the Hicked- 


| meſs of a People bardeneth their Hearts, they are att 
to miſtake in that which is TK 


N moſt plain. A Man would 

think that this Chapter ſhould work upon a Jew 
if any thing could; fo you wonder why Men are 
not wrought upon 1 powerful Perfi | 
3 


= 


which 


| we look 


ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Thaiah. 7 
God, or Word of Righteouſneſs. Tho it is an un- 
credited Report to the World, yer it is the Arm 
and Power of God to them that believe. 

zdly. Therefore ſo few believe, becauſe God's Arm is 
not revealed to them The Power of the Word is 
not manifeſted by the Spirit. = 


As to the, firſt of theſe Points : Other Truths 
may be deliver'd and not cloſed with, but tis a 
wonder that ſo ſweet a Truth as this ſhould not be 

receiv'd. The wonder is ſo much the greater it 


upon, 

1. The Perſons making this Report: The Pro- 
phets of old time, the Apoſtles in Chriſt's time, 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel now adays: Men that 
(if you look upon them ſingly ) did deſerve ſome 
Reverence and Eſteem ; Men that gave forth a- 
bundant Declarations that God was with them, 
and ſpoke by them, who were as poliſhed Shafts 
in God's Quiver. Then conſider them ſpeaking 
the ſame thing, all proclaiming the ſame Chrift, 
that's more. For I conceive there is an Emphaſis 
in this oy Report, not a, but aur; or as Zachariab 
Jobw's Father ſaid, Zuke 1. 70. As be ſpake by the 
mouth of bis holy Prophets, which bave been ſince the 
World began. Tho there were many holy Pro- 
phets, yet they had but one Mouth, they ſpake as 

if with one Mouth; Ibobath believed Our Report ? 
2. The Perſons to whom the Report is made, 
1 a People that were nurtured 


by | 
to be 


for {a that place is 
B 4 | ex- 


8 A Practical Expoſition ap 
expounded, Gal. 3. 24. The Law was our Scbool- 
er to bring us to Chriſt, that we might be juſtified 
by Faith. The Ceremonial Law may 7 properly be 
calYd 72923476 es Xoeicry, or, the Dif 
of Moſes ; yet Who hath believed our R ? 

135 A how it is a — 

ainly, in Prophetical Expreſſions by 
— nd Jeremy : God gave ſome Preludia, ſome clear 
Loprelitns ware tak wid by all the 3 
tho they had not Noon-ſhine, they had the daw- 
nirg of the Day, Light enough to ſee the Day ap- 
proaching. Had it been ſuch a dark Intimation 
as that of the Seed of the Woman breaking the 
Serpent's Head, it had been the leſs wonder if 
they had not weigh'd it, becauſe they could not 
fo diſtinctly have conceiv'd it. But when all is 
made fo clear, the Wonder is the greater, that 
they ſhould not conſider of it. 
I ſhall prove the Point by diſtinguiſhing the ſe- 
veral tinkes in which there have been any glorious 
| Diſcovery of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhew you that in 
all theſe times the company of Believers have been 
few. Diſtingue tempora, & exis bonus Theologus. The 
way to the Reaſon of it, is to find out 
what have been the main Prejudices againſt Chriſt | 
in the ſeveral times of his Revelation. "hal name 
four times. 1. The Prophets time. 2. John B- 
tis time. 3. That of Chriſtꝰs Life. 4. Our time, or 
tte time of the firſt promulgation of the Goſpel. 
J. The vs time, when the number of 
| Believers was : They had all ſome looſe and 

ation of a Meſſiah, but few be- 

lieved, at not in ſuch a Meſſiah as the Pro- | 
propheſied of. 
(. )Betauſe of the groſſneſs of their Hearts which 


cet ada 


", Were 


3 


„ 


„„ EK A « a6 44 4. . e AD... a9. 


_ againſt any thing: They judged Tt falſe, or to 
2 | 


ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 9 
were ordain'd for themſelves, and not to ſignify 

any other thing, They were edflievant of the 
Ceremonies, but did not obſerve the End and 
Purpoſe of them: Therefore doth God fo often 
proteſt againſt Sacrificesz A Sacrifice was not ac- 
ceptable to God, but according as they did eye 
Chriſt in it. Now they uſed no farther reach or 
but reſted in the Sacriſices, as Iſ2.66. 
3. He that killeth an Ox, is 4s if be ſlew a Man 
And therefore did God ſo often tell them, That 
the Sacrifice of the wicked is an Abomination to him. 

(2.) Becauſe of their want of due obſervation 
how God did fulfil his Promiſe concerning the 
— few troubled themſelves about i: : Only 
the pious Jews lived in a continual expectation ot 
— and os hate Hearts were always upon the Win 
ſtrong and earneſt Deſires after it. *Tis fai 
Luke 2. 25. Simeon waited for the Conſolation of 
Ifrael: He was a Man whoſe thoughts ran that 
way. So Daniel, chap. 9. 2. ſought by Books; 
then ver. 21. an Angel tells him the time of the 
Meſſiah : but others were negligent. 

(3-) Their obſtinate Hatred againſt the Pro- 
phets that reveal'd theſe things concerning Chriſt : 


They reproved their other Sins, and therefore 


they believed them not in this. Jer. 5. 13. The 


Prophets ſhall become Wind, and the Ward of the Lord 
is nat in them. Diſaffection is the great 


it was ſpoken. The Jens, tho 
honoured the Prophets when dead, could 
endure them whilſt living : Mat. 23. * 
er 
ye build the 


10 A Prattical Expoſition upon 


been partakers with them in the Blood of the Prophets, | 


But that was a deceit, as I ſhall ſhew you by and 
by. Theſe three I conceive to be the Cauſes why 
in the time they did not believe ; they 
are to be marked by us, becauſe there is ſomewhat 
in them ſutable to the caſe of Goſpel-Unbelievers, 
viz. a Circle and Track of cold Duties, a Non- 
attendance on God in his Ordinances, and a 
wicked Spirit of Contradiction againſt his Word. 
2. John Baptiſt's time. I diſtinguiſh this from 
the former, becauſe Chriſt doth fo, Mat. 11. 11. 


Among them that are born of Women, _——_— 
ariſen a greater than John the Baptiſt - and yet be 
he © de bs the Kleedine of Alamos, is greater 


than be. And Chriſt faith, that be is more than a 

Prophet. He made a more glorious Report of 

Jeſus Chriſt, as being immediately to come; and 

then a common Rumor was given forth that the 

Meſſiah's time was come. Now what were the 
judices then ? 

07) The Bey and rin of the Probe It 


OE 


P = n " 
. 


—— few believed 


make bim King, he de 


nothing prejudiceth a Man more againſt a 


ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiab. 11 
had a vigilant Eye upon every new way, or 
— thing that might ſeem to take off from that 
Reſpect and Devotion wherewith the People were 
ingaged to them. By - ends in ſome that ſhould have 
been Teachers, have been always an hinderance 
to the Entertainment of Chriſt. Thoſe that 
preached Chriſt for their own Ends, were Ene- 
mies to the Croſs of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 19. 9 
(3.) Offence at Job's Boldneſs; his Office was 
to humble and change proud Hearts, and he goeth 
about his Work vigoroully, therefore they for- 
fook him. I ſhall ſpeak no more of this, becauſe 
it will fall in with the next Head. i 
3. As to the time of Chriſt's being in the Fleſh; 
there were divers Prejudices concerning him both 


in the Jews and in the Gentiles. 


1ſt. In the Jews 3 I will name the chief. 


| . (i.) An erroneous opinion of the Meſſiah: The 


People thought he would ſet up an Earthly King- 
dom, they were weary of the Roman Voke, and 
expected that he would free them from it. See 


an excellent place for this, Jobs 6. 14, 15. When 


the Men bad ſeen bis Miracles, they ſaid, This is of 4 


truth that Prophet that ſhould come into the World. 


Aud when Jeſus ſaw that by force they would come and 


parted into a Mountain alone. 
They conceiv'd he was able to gratify their Ma- 
lice on their Enemies, out of a hope conceiv'd from 
his Miracles, that he could maintain an Ar- 
my with very little Coſt. But Chriſt would not 


| hold by that Tenure, he would be King of their 


Hearts, not of their Lands : And therefore be- 
ing diſappointed they rejected him. There is 
than a falſe conceit of it: When we expect what 
we do not find in it, we loath it. The Apoſtle 


12 A Practical Expoſition upon 
cualleth this knowing Chriſt after the Fleſh, in a pom- 


— groſs Conceits in our Hearts. We ex- 


St. Auſtin ſpeaketh of thoſe Conceits he had of 
God when he was a Child, Sentiebam te eſſe 
num aliquem qui potes exaudire & ſubvenire nos; 
rogabam te par uus, non 
apularem. Such -hildiſh Co Conceits have ſome en- 


2 
tertain d of Chriſt, they could cloſe with him to 
ſerve their Covetouſneſs, Revenge or Vain-glory: 
They look upon him as ſome great thing that 
ſhould help them. 

(2.) A fond Reverence of Afoſes and the Pro- 
phers, as if it were derogatory to them to cloſe 
with Chriſt : Joh. 9. 2) We are Moſes bis Di 
tles; as for this Fellow we know not from nk. 
This Chriſt confutes, Joh. 6. 45. If ye bad believed 
Moſes, ye would have believed me. 

(3:) Offence at his outward Meanneſs, (that is 
the ſcope of this Chapter) and the Perſecution 
he met with, the juſt Judgment of God upon them 
to fit them for Deſtruction. Thus much for the 


2dly. As to the Gentiles, there were divers Pre- 


judices why they would not believe the Goſpel 
when tender'd to them. 


- (i.) Pride in the Underſtanding ng; they were 
loth to captivate their Knowledg to the Obe- 


Reaſon ſtrike fail to the Truth repreſented : 
Therefore 1 Cor. 1. 23. tis ſaid, Chriſt crucified 


Qrine, becauſe contrary to their fore - ſtalꝰd Prin- 
ciples. This is to be noted by us alſo, becauſe we 


are very unwilling to receive but what 
any thing pe x 


carnal way. This is to be noted, becauſe we 
pet Chriſt ſhould ſerve us in our own Ends; as | 


parvo affectu, ne in ſchola 


dience of Chriſt, and to make their Principles of 


was to the Greeks Fooliſaneſs, *Twas a fooliſh Do- 
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cometh dyed in the colonr of our own Conceits, 
2nd is ſutable to our carnal Minds. 
(z.) The Meanneſs of the Reporters, poor 
Fiſhermen ; tho ſufficient enough tor the matter 
they took in hand by the Spirit's mighty aſſiſtance, 
yet of no great repute and value in the World. 
God would have the Goſpel commend ir ſelf, to 
have a Reſpe& without the addition of any out- 
ward Excellency, and therefore he uſeth the Mi- 
niſtry of mean and weak Men; ſal. 8. 6. Out of 
the mouths of Babes and Sucklings thou baſt ordained 
Strength. God knoweth how prone the World is 
to cloſe with a Truth upon a prepoſterous ground, 
not for its own ſake : We cannot endure to ſtoop 
to a mean Man. That of Salvian is very true, 
Omnia dicta tanti exiſtimantur quantus eſt ipſe qui 
dixit, nec tam dictionis vim reſpiciunt dictatoris 
dignitatem. Men look to the worth of the Speaker: 


Any attempt of Innovation or Alteration muſt 


needs be ill taken from them who are in the Eye of 
the World very mean and low, eſpecially againſt 
ſuch Practices as have been authorized by Men of 
Gravity and great Judgment, countenanced by 
Antiquity and long Cuſtom, confirm'd by the 
joint Conſent of all; for Men to quit ſuch Practi- 


ces upon the intimation of Perſons of mean Pre- 


ſence and Eſtates, it muſt needs be a great Pre- 
jodice. As *tis ſaid Paul's bodily Preſence was 
baſe and contemptible among them, 2 Cor. 10. 10. 
Therefore having ſo many lets in the way, well 
might the Prophet cry out, Who bath believed our 
Report? It is good to obſerve this, doconſe ys 

ma- 
Chriſt in our days, we have 


- 


ny of the Truths 


Mens Perſons in Diſeſteem and Contempt. 


(3.) The 
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3.) The hard Conditions upon which they | 
were to entertain Chriſt : He was not, as other of | 
their Gods, to be worſhipped in company, he was | 
to be worſhipped alone; they were to forſake all 
their old Ways and Worſhip, and to abridg 
_ themſelves of their unlawful Gains and Trades, 
and this was a Prejudice they could not brock: 
Acts 19. 27. If this Doctrine go on, our Craft is in 
to be ſet at nought. They were to expoſe 
themſelves to all the Obloquy and Scorn that could 
be. It was Crime enough to ſay were Chri- 
ſtians, Vir bonus niſi quod Chriſtianus. They were 
to be caſt upon the diſadvantage of the hatred of 
near Friends, upon all manner of Perſecution and 
Cruelty, to be led about the Cities and Ampht- 
theatres as the Objects of publick Scorn and Ma- 
lice: Nay, and theſe things were not to be hidden | 
from them, and only the lighter and better part 
revealed to them, if they would be Chriſt's Diſci- 
ples. This is a Prejudice enough, you will fay, 
againſt a new Way, enough to make the World 
look it as ſome odd humorous Conceit of a 
few Brain-fick Perſons, who had no other Bait 
to allure to their Way but Fire and Faggot, Whips 
and Scourges; for the preſent they would pro- 
miſe you nothing but theſe things. Well might 
they cry out, Who will believe our Report? God 
would have no outward Blandiſhment at firſt, that 


ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 


feſs our ſelves Chriſtians, Diſciples of Chriſt, thoſe 
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15 
might divide my Diſcourſe into theſe two Heads ; 
Few believe the Report of Chriſt, and few be- 
lieve in Chriſt. I prove the latter: We all pro- 


that have entertain'd him, but few do really be- 


lere. The lets and hinderances now are theſe. 


1. Ignorance: Men hear of Chriſt, but are not 
inted with him ; many come to the Ordi- 
nances, but only to fit out the hour, not to grow 
in the knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt. There is much 
in a Man's Ends why he cometh to the Ordinances 
God feldom meets with a Man in his Word that 
cometh to it with a vain End; if they do not ſeek 
after Knowldg, they ſhall not find it. Many of 
the Reports of Jeſus Chriſt are loſt upon an ig- 
norant People, they hear the Name, and do not 


weigh the Thing in their Thoughts ; they look 


upon him as aliquens , as ſome great Per- 
fon that the Preachers talk of, and go no further. 


Thouſands are damn'd this way through their Ip- 
norance, they do not trouble their thoughts about 


getting the Knowledg of Chriſt in his Word, 


do not underſtand Chriſt, 
This is one hinderance, groſs and affected Igno-— 
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ledg, weigh and what they hear; if they 
attend to it while it is ſpoken, they do not con- 
ſider it afterwards in their more ſerious Thoughts, 
and er it in their Minds, and therefore no 


11. There is none that under ſtandeth, none that ſceketh | 
after God : That will neceſſarily follow, if they 

they will not ſeek after 
him : A Man will not value an unknown Good. 


rance. 1! 
2. An eaſy lightneſs, Men do not labour after 

Faith; tis true our Diligence alone can never attain 
it, but yet we ſhould uſe the Means. Men to 
beget Children, yet tis impoſſible they ſhould ge- 
nerate a Rational Soul without the Concourſe of 


God; fo we ſhould do thoſe things that are like- 


ly, and leave the ſucceſs to God : We ſhould 


ſeek after it, God will not violently withhold . 


they do not cloſe with Chriſt. Rom. 3. 


would have Chriſt, but they 


-  drance, an eaſy Slightneſs. 
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Strait is the way ? And Faith is calFd a Work, not 


in regard of the toil of it, but in regard of our 


diligence and intention of Spirit. This is the 
Work of God, that ye ſhould believe in bim whom be 
bath ſent. It is a ſign People do not prize a thing 
when they do not labour after it. If Men thought 
Chriſt worthy of Reſpect, they would not fit fl ill, 
but take pains in the ſeeking of him. The idle 
and evil Servant are join'd together, Mat. 25. 20. 
Thou wicked and ſlotbful Servant ! The Wicked will 
be flothfol. And as Idleneſs and Sin are joined to- 
gether, ſo Idleneſs and Deſtruction, Fron. 1. 32. 
Eaſe ſlayeth the Fool, ſo it is in the Margin; or, 
The turning away of the Simple ſhall flay them. 
iſh by reſting in their ſlight Wiſhes, they 
would not take the 
pains to get him. Certainly a Man valueth the 
Report of Chriſt at a low rate, when he doth 


not think it worthy of a few thoughts and a little 


time to conſider it. You know what Chriſt ſaith, 
Mat. 11. 12. From the days of John the Baptiſt un- 


til now, the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Violence, 


and the violent take it by force. They cloſe with 
the Goſpel, which is called the Kingdom of God 
there, that purſue it with a great deal of earneſt- 
neſs and fervour of Spirit. This is the next hin- 


3. A careleſs Security: They are not won to 
believe in Chriſt, beeauſe they think themſelves well 
enough without him. Moſt cannot endure to look 
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aſleep, you may awake in Flames: even the 


be always with you as now. O cry out then, Do 


I believe? If Men would not put away all thoughts | 
they would ſee | 


of their eternal Condition, 


greater need of Chriſt than now they do. What 


a ſtrange thing is it to keep the thoughts of that 


from our Heart which we cannot poſſibly de. 
liver our Souls from hereafter, to wit, Endleſs 


Eternity? To be witty to deceive our own Souls, 


to invent ſhifts that we may put tar away the evil 
day ! A Man doth not care for things till be want- 
eth them, no not for the beſt thy the Com- 


| forts of Chriſt, the Joys of the Spirit, While 


we have — Comforts, we care not for in- 


ward; becauſe we have a falſe conceit that our 


Comforts will ſtill continue with us. Luke 12. 19. 


tale thine caſe, eat, drink, and be merry. He w 


not ſo much as 
him that night. 'A Man's Peace may be tried by 


this, Secure Hearts cannot endure to think of Þ 


Danger. Tho Believers think of Danger, yet 
they think more of Chriſt. They conſider their 


Day, they put it ont of their 
to make the moſt of the World they can. 


eauſe the number of Believers is inggeaſed by thaſa 


that have leaſt to truſt to ia the World, and fo 


are neceſſarily ingaged to. a conſideration of their 
Miſery, and a want of 
than in Read at the cad of their days. 4 


Goſpel is peremptory in this kind, Mark 16. 16, 
He that believeth not ſhall be dammed. It will not 


Soul, thou baſk much Goods laid up for 1 
they mig ht be taken from | 


Miſery, and fo are directed to a Remedy againſt | 
it. Others, tho they cannot put away the evil .| 
and labour | 

Brief- 
1;, that Security is -an- hindrance is plain, be- 


that may ſtand | 
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in Faith? And yet the poor may be ſecure, they 


have their Pleaſures and vain Thoughts to make 
them forget their Sorrows. 
4. A light Eſteem of Chriſt. As we do not ſee 


by outward Pomp and Splendor: Such Objects 
take as are moſt excellent in the Eyes of the World. 
Pſal. 144. ult. Happy is the People that is in ſuch a 
caſe ;, yea, bappy is the People whoſe God is the Lord. 
A Man's Temper may be diſcerned by his Valua- 
tion of things; carnal Hearts cannot prize ſpiri- 
tual Mercies. We prize thoſe things that are 
moſt ſutable to our Deſires. 1 Pet. 2. 7. To them 
that believe Chriſt is precious. He is an Honour to 
them : They look upon him as a moſt attractive 
Obje&, and therefore their Hearts move after 


this Loadſtone. Every thing is Joved according 


to the ſatableneſs and proportion it bears to our 
Deſires. Therefore fee how Chriſt is ſpoken of 
by the Faithful, Cant. 5. 10. As the chicfeſt among 


ten thouſand. He beareth the Banner from ten thou- 
| ſand, as Ainſworth rendreth it. And in the 16th 
V 


erſe, He is altogether lovely. But ſee what the 


World judgeth of him, IIa. 52. 14. His Viſage 
| than the Sons of Men, Look then to the Value you 


any Man, and bis Form more 


have for a thing, for from thence will ariſe your 
Endeavours after it. They that will be rich, are 
drowned and ſunk in the Cares of this World, 
they are all for Moiling and Buſineſs. They that 

love Pleaſures, their Thoughts and the ſtrength 


and vigor of their Souls will run that way. 80 


it will . What a 


Man valueth, it will be his work to gain. There- 
| C2 : fore 
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fore this high Eſteem of Chriſt taketh off Men 
from theſe things. Ad: 18. 15, 16. he that | 
thought the Promulgation of the Goſpel to be | 
but a ſtrife about Words and Names, cared for | 
none of _ s. This is the next hindrance; 
Men that themſelves Chriſtians, make the | 
getting Chriſt the leaſt of their care. "= 

5. A preſum Conceit that we have en- 
tertain d Chriſt already. Many think every flight 
Wiſh, every trivial Hope will ferve the turn. | 
Many would be Scholars, if they did not think 
themſelves ſo too ſoon. I would not weaken any 
Man's Confidence, I know *tis our Office to eſta- 
bliſh it, the Fruit of our Lips is Peace, Ia. 57. 19. 
But there are thoſe to whom our God will not | 
ſpeak Peace. No Peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked. 
Many wicked Perſons think it —_ to be named 
Chriſtians. ?Tis an advantage I confeſs to be born 
T 

gment that can will 
Do not all believe in Chriſt? O no. Thou mayſt 
profeſs Chriſt, and yet not believe in him. Many } 
depend upon this that they are Chriſtians, as the 
Fews did that they were the Seed of Abrabam. I | 
ſhall touch upon this afterwards. 

6. Hardneſs of Heart. The Mind will not 
ſtoop to Chriſt till it be tamed. John Baptiſt, that 
was to prepare the way for Chriſt, was to bring 
the Mountains and Hills low, Luke 3. 5. The 
Hrort weld net eats be is bor hucbiba. if it 
would entertain this Doctrine. A Man muſt ſee his 
Error before he will be willing to be govern d by 
Chriſt, and guided into a better way. Acts 2.37 | 
They were prick'd at their Hearts before the Apoltle 
8 and be baptized in the Name of es 
Chrsſt for the remiſſion of Sins. The Heart — 
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yields till it bleedeth with the ſenſe of Sin. We 
have been wrong, O what courſe ſhall we take ? 
There muſt be a Conviction of Sin before that of 

ſneſs. Tis happy when both go toge- 
ther, Jobn 16. 9. So : 16.30,31. Firſt, What 


ſhall I do to be ſaved ? Then comes, Believe in the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. A Man hath no reaſon to begin 
—_ till he is convinc'd of the Vanity of 


the old one. There muſt be at leaſt fo much of 
Humiliation as to make a Man anxious and folici- 


tous about a better courſe. Well 
another hindrance: A proud 


then, here is 
and unmortified 


Spirit, a hard Heart, a Man muſt get humbled. 


That you may do fo, examine your State by the 


Law, and aggravate it by Love. There is ſome 


apprehenſion of Love, ſome general Conſideration 
that precedeth Faith: You have done all this, and 
you have done it againſt a merciful God, and in- 


deed that is a keen Argument to wound the Spirit. 


Joel 2. 14. Rend your Hearts, for God is merciful. 


Bee your Sins, and aggravate them with Unkind- 


neſs. There is ſomething in Nature to make us 
relent, when we ihaye done wrong to a kind Per- 
ſon, that for ought we know meant better to us. 


Zut of this more by and by. 


7. Self-confidence. When Mens Conſciences 


are troubled, they would fain get them eaſed. 


Thoſe that are ſo greedy after Quiet and Peace 
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Pain and Horror that is upon them, and fo vainly 
reſt in the way of their own Thoughts, A Man 
ſhould not look to be eaſed of Grief till he find 
himſelf fitted for Holi that he may not be 
ingaged to the like Gri 
ſhall but ſtop the Grief rather than cure it. We 
muſt be directed to a better courſe, and that 
mult be only by Jeſus Chriſt. *Tis a fign we are 
guilty of this Self-confidence when we reſolve 
upon a better Life, and do not think how unable 
we are for it. Great Reſolutions are always vain, 
unleſs join'd with the Conſideration of our own . 
Weakneſs. The People of God have promiſed | 
much, but always tis with the concurrence f 
Chriſt. The Apoſtle faith, Phil. 4. 12. I can, or 
will do all things, but tis through Chriſt. David | 
promiſeth, Pſal. 119. 32. I will run the ways of thy 
Commandments ;, but he addeth, when thou ſhalt in- 
large my Heart. There are divers ſuch places in 
Scripture, We walk in the ſtrength of our Re- 
ſolutions when we do not ſee a need that Chriſt | 
ſhould help us, that we may not walk in the ſame | 
ways of Error and maze of Miſery again. 

8. Carnal Fears: theſe hinder the Soul from 
cloſing with that Mercy that is reported to be in 
Chriſt. They are of divers ſorts. - 

(1.) Fear of God's Anger, as if he were fo 
diſpleaſed with us that certainly he did not intend 
Chriſt for us. Why conſider, the more angry 
Gad is, the more need there is to fly to his Mercy 
His Mercy is as infinite as his Wrath, nay I 
ſay more infinite, Pfal. 138. 2. 
_ fied thy Word above all thy Name. 
_ Promiſe in Chriſt is greater 

by which he hath made himſelf 


again; otherwiſe wre 


ſhall 
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Mercy at the ſame time, but rather of infinite 
. Nay, to clear all, God expreiiy faith, 
er is not in me. 

(2.) Fear of being too bold with the Promiſes. 
Take heed of com ing with God. A Man 
cannot be too bold where he is fo freely invited. 
Mat. 11.28, Come unto me all you that are weary, and 
beavy laden. You are unworthy to believe, but 
God is worthy to be obey d. And this is his Com- 
mandment, 1 Fob. 3. 23. That we ſhould believe in 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. = 
63.) Fear of the Sin of Preſumption. O they 
preſume too much! A Man doth not pre- 
ſame if he knoweth his own danger; if he be 
Joſt to himſelf and his own Apprehenſion, tis pity 
he ſhould be loſt to God too. Preſumers are fel- 


dom troubled about their Eſtate ; tis enough to 


diſturb a falſe Peace ſo much as to ſuſpect ir. 
There can be no Preſumption where there are no 


flight thoughts of Sin and Mercy: The Mind can- 
not — when it 1s ſerious. 


9. Carnal Reaſonings from our Sins: They are 
Arguments of Confidence, but not of Dejection. 


Pfal. 25. 11. Pardon my Sin, for it is great. If fo, 


"tis the fitter for God to pardon, Sins ſhould 
not hinder a Man from Duty, *Tis your Duty to 
believe. The ſenſe of Sickneſs will cauſe us to 


make uſe of the Phyſician. You cannot ſee any 


thing in Sin, but you may ſee more in Chriſt. 
Not Greatneſs; Pſal. 57. 10. Thy Mercy is great 

Not Number, tu Tae The for Offi Clouds. 
Roms. 5. 16. free Gift is of many 
10. Andlaſtly, Carnal. of-Chriſt. 
We will believe no more 17 be in God than we 
And in our ſelves: 1 Sam. 24. 29. Wha findetb bis 
| C4 Enemy 


| | and go from him, and become anuther Man's, ſhall 
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Enemy and ſlayeth bim not 7 Will be let bim go well | 


away ? The Soul in all her Concluſions is only di- 


rected by Premiſes experimental, and of ſenkible : 


Apprehenſion. We think God is but as Man, we 


are uſed to the Diſpolitions of Men, and therefore 
cannot believe there is any thing more in God. 


Pfal. 50. 22. Ay toy qe I was altogether ſuch a 
one as thy ſelf. Numb. 23. 19, But — God i: 
nt a Man, that be ſhould lie; neither the Son of Man, 
that be ſhould repent. And Hoſea 1 1. 9. I will ſpare 
Ephraim, for I am God, and not Man. So Iſa. 55. 
8, 9, 10. My bts are not your ] boughts, neither 
are your Ways my Ways, ſaith the Lord e For as the 
Heavens are higher — — — fo are my Ways 
bigher than your Ways, and Thoughts than your 
Thou bts. Jer. 3.1. F 0 Av 206 away bis Wife, 


be return to ber again? But thou baſt play'd the Hark 


with many Lovers, yet return unto me again, ſaith 
the Lord. 


Uſe 1. Is by way of Information, it informeth 


us of divers Truths: As, 

1. That the paucity or fewneſs of Followers 
is no diſgrace to a Thing or. Doctrine. The 
World followeth the Multitude, as if the way to 
Religion were like that to a Town, where there 


15 the greateſt Track. Luke 12. 32. Fear not little 


Flock, jwwgov Toiunicy., Chriſt's Flock is a little 
Flock. The World uſually caſteth that Prejudice. 
There may be but one Alicaiab againſt four hun- 
dred falſe 

2. It informeth us, That the number of Be- 
lievers is not as large as the number of Pro- 
a 2 Tbeſſ. 3. 2. Al 42 
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3. That 
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3. That it is a very difficult thing to believe, 
and therefore ſo few attain it: 


Uſe 2. Is by way of Examination. If but few 
are won to believe this Report, examine your 
ſelves, Are you of the Number? Are you of the 
Number of thoſe that are won by the preaching 
of the Word to believe in Chriſt ? | will name a 
1. If ſo, you will find this Perſwaſion melting 
you. Zach. 12. 10. J will pour upon the Houſe of 
| vid, and upon the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the 
Spirit of Grace and Supplication ;, and t 
upon 


bey ſhall look 
bim whom they baue picrced, and they ſhall 
mourn for bim, as one mourneth for bis only Son, and 
ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one that is in bitter- 
neſs for bis firſt-born. God and the Soul come to- 
gether juſt as Saul and David; 1 Sam. 24. 16. 
Saul lift up bis Voice and wept, Is this thy Voice my 
Sow David? Thus the Soul, O didſt thou love me 
ſo, O Lord my God ? OT 7 
2. You will find it teaching you a way to re- 
fiſt Sin: You could not tell how to prevail a- 
gainſt it before, now you have a cutting Argu- 
ment againſt it. Titus 2.11,12. The Grace of God 
that bringeth Salvation, bath appeared to all An; 
teaching us, that denying all Ungodlineſs and World- 
ly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
++; enn Now you are taught to gain- 
Je | 
3. You will find it quickening you to Good: 
2 Cor. 5. 14. The Love of Chrift conſtraineth ws. 
Such melting Commands and commanding In- 
treaties have a powerful Influence to that effect. 
I am crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live, ye 
vat 1, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the Life which 1 
ow 
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now live in the Fleſh I live by the Faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave bimfelf for me. 


I ſhall now come to the ſecond Point, namely, 
That the Goſpel, or the Report concerning 
is the Arm and Power of God. 
yet it is the Arm of the Lord. 


"Tho it be u ran, 


by the Arm of the Lord; ſome applying it to 
Chriſt, ſome to the Word : I rather incline to the 
latter; but *tis good to obſerve, that what is 


ſpoken of Chriſt, yo ſame is ſpoken alſo of the 
Word. Chriſt is called the Power of God, 1 Cor. 1. 


the Goſpel is calld the Power of 


24. and 

Cor. 1. 
Chriſt is made k 
— 4 


And what is ſpoken of the Word, is 


en | 
by the Word, and fo he is likewiſe by Faith. 


Power of God ? 
I anſwer, 

1. i refpect of the Senſe nd Meaning 
which is to be regarded above the bare found of the 
Letters and Syllables. Many make a Charm of the 


| Word of God, by applying ſome Sentences of it 


to drive away Diſeaſes in a way of Exorciſm and 


Coojuraton or by coming 0 i in a cuſtomary 
or of it 
a; as if Salvation were to be had by 


the bare heating of i it. Joh. 5. 39. Search the Scrip- 
tures, faith our Saviour, for in them ye shink ye haue 
eternal Life, and they are they which teſtify of me: - 
e &v cuſais (ou aidvior, ye think ye haue; this is 
not barely a Command, but a Reproof, otherwiſe | 
2 mans; | 


Jeſis Chriſt, | 


There is ſome Con- 
troverſy, as I hinted before, about what is meant 


18. Rom. 1. 16. becauſe in the Word | 
and his Excellencies are 


d. 
of Faith: Chriſt is revealed to the Heart 
But in what reſpect ĩs the Goſpel the Arm and 


of it, 
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us: Becauſe all the Efficacy thereof depends u 
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the Phariſees and Hypocrites that had rejected him. 


2. In regard it manifeſts the Power of God. 
There ate Inſtances of God's Eternal Power in the 
Creatures, Rom. 1. 20. but the great and mighty 
Inſtances of his Power are diſcover'd in the Word 
God ſheweth his Strength every day, but in the 
Goſpel he holdeth forth the Aan whom be bath made 
ſtrong for bimſelf, Pſal. 80. 15. The Branch or Son, 
meaning Chriſt, tho he is there ipeaking of the 
Churches Afflictions : The Vineyard which thy right 
Hand bath planted, and the Branch that thou makeſt 

ung for thy ſelf. 

_ Tis ſaid to be the Arm and Power of God, 
chiefly as it is a glorious Inſt rument in his Hands, 
as a Weapon that is managed by the Spirit, which 
will work mightily indeed. *Tis obfervable that 
when Iſaiab ſpeaketh of the Word as pronounced 
by the Prophets, he ſaith our Report; but as revealed 
by the Spirit, The Arm of the Lord: you muſt under- 
ſtand it as accompanied with the Spirit's Efficacy, 


2. Cor. 10. 4. The Weapons of our Warfare are mighty 


through God; there lies its force. So 2 Cor. 3.6. Who 


| bath made us able Miniſters of the New Teſtament ;, for 


the Letter killeth but the Spirit giveth life. He calleth the 
Law the Letter, as it ſheweth what is to be done, but 
miniſtreth no Abilities. The Letter killeth, leaveth 
us miſerable, but the Goſpel accompanied with the 
Spirit is an efficacious Inſtrument to beget Life in 


pon 
2 rd in oppoſition to the Law 'tis 


4. TI calld the Arm and Power of God, be- 
cauſe in one ſenſe it worketh much even upon thoſe 
on whom it has the leaſt effect: Tis to 
their Deſtruction, if not to their Salvation, Heb. 


* 12. The Word of 2 ; 
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than any 
unto Death, if not of Life unto Life. It is not a 
dead Letter even there where it cannot obtain the 
leaſt entrance into the Heart ; it bindeth them 


over to Judgment, if it cannot force them over 
to Obedience. Tis a heavy Arm of God to the 


mighty Arm, ſtrong is thy Hand, and bigb i 
Rizht-band. This mighty Power of the 
appears divers ways. 
1. It troubleth Sinners: The Power of the 
Goſpel awakeneth their Conſciences, for fear of 
which they cannot fo freely run into ſuch Exceſs 
and Outrage as otherwiſe they would. Acts 24. 
25. When Paul reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Tempe- 
rance and Judgment to come, Felix trembled. When 
a guilty Conſcience is touch'd, it is enraged. A. 
N. 3 4 os a phos 
the Heart, and gnaſhed on bim with their Teeth. It 
cauſeth a Tumult in the Soul of a guilty Creature: 


ble in them, that they cannot be at reſt in their 
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two-edged Sword. It is the ſavour of Death 


were cus to 


if nothing elſe, the Word worketh ſuch a Trou- 1 


Fe 


to paſs, that be that eſcapeth 


thoſe Ends of God. 


ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 


29 
Men are brought thereby to wiſh and reſolve 


againſt their evil Practices, tho they will not leave 


3. It judgeth them, it bindeth them over to 
eternal Puniſhment; as it is ſaid, 1 Cor.14.24. of 
the Unbeliever, He is convinc'd of all, be is judged 
of all That is, his Sentence is paſt upon him in 


' the Word. Joh. 3. 18. He that belie veth not is 


condemned already. that is, the Power of the 
Word is paſt upon him. Mark 16. 16. G0 preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature, be that belie veth not, ſhall 
be damned: That's the peremptory Sentence of 
the Goſpel. 5 

4. It puniſheth them, the Arm of God is 
upon them, *Tis ſaid to the ſtubborn Jews, Zech. 
1. 6. But my Words and my Statutes, which I com- 
manded my Servants tbe Prophets, did they not take 
bold of your Fathers? Mark, not ſo much the 
Wrath and Vengeance of God as the Propher's 
Words. So it is faid, 1 Kings 19. 17. It ſhall come 
the Sword of Hazael, 


of my Mouth. 
To prove it now, it will a by two things. 
(r.) By the Uſes for which God did appoint it. 
(2.) By the 
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1. To purchaſe and gain the World for a King. 
dom and an Inheritance for Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. To conquer all the Enemies of Chriſt. 
2dly. Private, fo tis to convert Souls: The Ap- 


there is the Arm of God in it. 

1ſt. Publick, which are, 

.. purchaſe the whole World for a King- 
dom, and an Inheritance for Jeſus Chriſt : This is 

- the main end of the Goſpel, and therefore tis 
called, Pſal. 110. 2. The Sceyier and Rod of Chriſt's 


th. The Goipel is the Scepter of Chriſt; 


it was by the Word that he was to ſway the Na- 
tions: And ſo Mat. 3. 14. it is call'd the Word 
of the Kingdom. Now how ſhould a Man 
chaſe a Kingdom but by his Arm ? Great Enter- 


Prizes require proportionable Strength, and there- 
fore ſuch a glorious Deſign as this neceſſarily cal- 


leth for the Arm and Power of God. That this 


Reaſon may have its due force on you, do but 
conſider what it is to purchaſe the World for 
Chriſt, and what Prejudices and Difficulties there 
inſt it that muſt be overcome. 


pointment of the Goſpel for theſe Ends ſheweth | 
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| Babes and Sucklings thou baſt ordained Strength. If 


do much Power in ſo much appearing w 
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fond eſteem of Moſes and the Prophets, the Cen- 
tiles were to be won from their old vain Religions 
receivd by Traditions from their Fathers; and 
we well know by Experience how ill Changes in 
Religion are brooked in the World: But that was 
not all, they were to leave their Religion that 

they had ſo long profeſt, and to expect (what 
they thought very abſurd ) Eternal Lite and Hap- 
pineſs by him whom they looked on as an Object 
of Miſery, and who ſuffer'd fuch a ſhameful Death 
himſelf. 1 Cor. 11. 13. The preaching of tbe Croſs 
was to them that periſhed Foaliſhneſs. It might well 


be ſo among them that .— the Prejudice 
was as great among them profeſſed. Mat. 27. 


432. He ſaved others, bimſelf be cannot ſave : if be 


be the King of Iſrael, let bim come down from tbe 
Croſs, and we will believe in him. 
(2.) It was given forth by deſpiſed Perſons. If 
a Man would be prevaiFd with by any, he would 
be by Men of ſome Repute and Renown in the 
World : But now, Pſal. 8. 6. Out of tbe Mouth of 


Babes and Sucklings could prevail ſo much by the 
uſe of their Mouths, certainly there is ſome ſe- 


cret and inviſible force in ſuch Doctrines, or elſe 
| It would not prevail fo, for Babes and Sucklings to 


ſpeak fo prevailingly, as Chriſt promiſed, Luk. 21. 
15. 1 will give you a Mouth and Wiſdom, which all your 
Auer ſaries ſhall neuer be able to gamPſay, nor reſiſt. 

eakneſs 


r = 
2. The next End was to conquer the Enemies 
of Chriſt. To conquer their Minds, or deſtroy 
their Bodies, the. beſt Weapon is the Goſpel, 
elpecial to do the former. This is the Ark that. 
beats all the Dagons in pieces. *Tis Aid Ia. 11.4. 
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He ſhall ſmite the Earth with the Rod of bis 
and with the Breath of bis Lips be ſhall ſlay the 
wicked. Mark, tis with the Kod of his Mouth. 


The Goſpel flayeth the outward Enemies, and 


the Miſts of Error do inwardly vaniſh — this 


Sun. As, 


(r.) The Paganiſh Rites and Worſhip were | 


forc'd to give place to it, as the Oracle of Deipbos, 


which had Voice enough left to proclaim its own 


ſilence, and alſo that among the Rocks of Sicily, 
But then, 
-F ee e God Ea 


irĩ eath of his Mouth. When the Goſpel 
& 2 little reviv'd by Lutber, how many 
did Antichriſt loſe? The Gooſe-quill 


* 


whea the Witneſſes had finiſhed their T 
the tenth 


rty 
ledg of the Goſpel. 
Gardiner concernin 2 
by Chrift, faith be. O Mr. Dude, open that Gap 
to the People, and we are undone! The more 
Goſpel there is diſcover'd, the more Antichriſt is 


diſcover'd : Free Grace puts the Foundation of 


that Way out of courſe. 


(3.) All leſſer Errors like the little Foxesare | 


| ſhin by this Sword. Thoſe that went greedily 


—— 


\ 


mmm 


yen wc the . ae. 
1 againſt Antichriſt ; tis the | 


of his | 
— Wound, faith Beze. Rev. 1 1. 13. 
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The Sword is put for a 
Sword in the Mouth ſheweth it was the 


Lord is perfe®, — 
a difficult work, that 
ie uſt x require» Divine Power. That this 
Fr to you, I ſhall ſhew you what a 
flicult thing it is to convert a Soul, there 
many Obſtacles and Hindranets againſt it, 
yer the Word is the only * 


u Satan wh is 4 - the Devil 
Sr 
- he is ſaid to work in the Children e Diſobe.. 
dence, Epbeſ. 2, 2. Th6ſe frequent Polleſſions in 
Chris time were a diſcovery — —_ 


lem in which the Hears of Man: is 
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2. The Perverſeneſs of Man's Heart. The 
chief Hindrances there are theſe. 
(1.) Subtle Eavſions, crafty Pr 


4. 12. even to the aſunder of Soul 
and Spirit. The Soul is that Faculty wherein the 
| Aﬀettions do reſide: The Spirit is the 
Power, it diſcovereth the cloſeſt Affections of the 
Heart, and the moſt ſecret Plots and Devices of 


the Spirit; it telleth the Heart how it cleaveth to | 
plotteth Pretences to | 


Sin, and the Mind how it 
hide it; the Mind and Spirit conſpire together. 


(2. Crafty Diſputes and Reaſonings. There | 
many perverſe Debates in our Hearts | 
againlt the things of God: Therefore the Apoſtle | 


are great and 
. the Power of the Word thus, 2 Cor. 10.5. 


Caſting down Imaginations, and every bigh thing tha | 
mn—_ it ſelf againſt the Knowledg of God; and} 


1 1 very T bought to the Obedience 
oliſheth all 1 I | 


of Chriſt. 

— of Truth. Then. 

iz; (3-) Swelling Luſts. To tame theſe, nay to 

et up the work of Grace inſtead of theſe, muſ 

| needs argue a Divine Hand. *Tis a hard matter 
to break the courſe of any Inclination, much 


more of a rooted Affectien; to break the very 


m—_—_ > Lo into Lambs, a 
it is faid, The Wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the Lamb, 
and the Leopard ſhall lie down with the Kid, and the 
Calf and the Lion and the Fatling together, and 


wonderful Change, that the Violence and Turbt 
lency of the Affections ſhall be done away. To 
make the filthy and intemperate to become chaſe 
and ſober — —— 9 — become hum 
ble, argueth 'the great Power af God. . Thu 
be you 


etences, w 
mne the Word: Heb. | 
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erfully 
by the Word wekerd this: Tis not by a fond 
conceit and opinion of it in the Minds of Men; 
The ſample believeth every word, as it is faid in the 
Proverbs - Ad rae wank Perſons may be eafily 
awed into a ſcrupulous fear. But on the con- 


It hath wrought upon them that have been 
aſt upon. it unawares, that looked for no ſuch 


thing. The Apoſtle faith of Unbelievers, 1 Cor. 
14. 21. And there come in one that believetb not, or 
| ne wnlearned, be is convinced of all, be is indeed of 


all; if he be by chance put upon the Ordinances. 
Thus we read in the Story of Auſtin and of Fir- 
mus, who tho they looked for nothing leſs, yet 
were wrought upon, and converted to God. 

2. Thoſe that came with a mind to deſpiſe the 
Word have been won by it. The Unbeliever that 
cometh in falleth down on his face, 1 Cor. 14. 25. 
It may bring Men that have wrong Conceits of 
the Ways of God on their Faces, and to fay, God 
is in them of à truth. 


Uſe i. Is Exhortation : And that, | 
, I, To Miniſters. Is the Goſpel the Arm and 
Power of God? Then, 

(i.) Be not aſham'd of it, but preach i it bold- 
ly. St. Paul ſaith, Rom. 1. 16. 1 * not aſhamed 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Many are aſhamed of the 
naked Simplicity of the Goſpel, and therefore han- 

the more after profound Parts and human 
| . 'You muſt imitate Chriſt, preach bold- 
Authority from him. 


hi 6) 


Wait for the Succeſs of it. Doubt of 
's s great Diſcouragement, and a 
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; *tis his own Arm, if it cannot be m 
through us, it will be mighty through Cod: Jer. i. 
9. I bave put 
Leſion of holy Wiſdom, if we could learn it, to 
mind Duty, and refer the Succeſs to God. 


(3.) To diſpenſe it faithfully, not to uſe God, | 


Arm for our own Ends. There is a preaching the 
Goſpel out of Envy, Phil. 1. 16. This is a put- 


ting God in a Servility to our Deſigns, a proſti- | 


tuting of the greateſt Power to the vileſt Uſes, an 
embaling a thing beneath its Office. 
(.) To diſpenſe it fo as to look to the Spirit 
to make it effectual, not to think to make it work 
by our own Fancies : 1 Cor. 2. 4. |; 


but in demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power. A 
Miniſter may be apt to be too full of ſelf: The 


old Adam may de too hard for young Aland 


'Tis ſaid of Chriſt, Luke 24. 32. That be opened 
the Scriptures : And ver. 45. Then be opened their 


Underſtandings, that they might underſtand the Seri 


( 


* 
..) To thoſe to whom the Arm of the Lord 


is revealed, and made known. 

1. To all in general, to preſs them to ſee God 
in his Word: Many ſee no more than what is of 
Man, 
it. The Power of God is veiled under our Weak- 
_ neſs: 1 Theſſ. 2. 13. Te received it rot as the N 


of Men, but (as it is in truth) the Word of G 


which effeFually worketb alſo in von that beben 
2 what is it to receive it as the Word a 


the Wheels of a Man's Miniſtry. Refer it 90 
ighty | 


and therefore are not wrought upon by| 


my words in thy Mouth. *Tis a great | 


— 


| 


| 


was not with the —_ of 2 | 
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this Power to be let into your Hearts: See that 


 injoying the Word, till you feel the Power of God 


his Arm muſt do the Work. 


ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah. 37 


1 anſwer; It is to receive it, 
(1.) With Reverence. Tis a 


of 
| God's People, that they tremble at his Word, 


Iſa. 66. 2, 5. Do not flight it as if it were but 
2 lictle Sound pour d out into the Air. 
(2.) Look up unto God, and wait upon him for 


beſides the Report, you have a diſcovery of God's 
power and Arm. Do not reſt contented with 


making it effectual on your Hearts. O be careful 


' leſt it ſhould work upon you the wrong way, and 


the ſavour of Death unto Death! As the 
People waited for the Angers ſtirring of the Wa- 
ters, ſo do you for the Spirit's motion. Man's 
Voice can but piece the Ear: Catbedram babet in 
celis qui corda docet, God only can reach the 
Heart. 

(3.) Receive it into your Hearts, open your 
Souls for it with ſuch a Reſolution as is expreſs'd, 
Acts 10. 33. We are all bere preſent before thee, to 
bear all things that are commanded thee of Ged. 
Then it's a ſign we are willing to take home the 
Meſſage to our ſelves. Sr 

(4.) Let not your thoughts reſt in the Abilities 
of the Miniſter, if your Hearts be tonch'd. Ad: 
3. 12. Peter anſwer'd unto the People, Te Men of 
lirael, Why marvel ye at this? or why look ye ſo 
earneſtly upon us, as tho by our own Power or Holineſs 
we bad made this Man to wall? Tis not our Re- 
port, but God's Arm ; we are but the Inſtruments, 


2. To thoſe to whom the Arm of the Lord i; 
made known, two Duties I ſhall exhort them unto. 
(1.) To behold and admire the Power of Gol 


- working in them for their Salvation; Epbeſ. 1. 19. 


D 3 
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That know the exceeding greatneſs of bis Powey 
22323 — to the pling of 
mighty Power. A Man doth not know the Excel- 
lency of this Power till be takes a review of it. 
Man can better obſerve ſuch Experiences when 
paſt, when he ſeeth and feeleth ſuch a Power of 
God upon his Soul. 

(2.) To walk worthy of it in their Converſa- | 
tion: To walk fo as a Man may perceive the Power 
of God hath paſt upon him, 1 Pet. 2. 9. That you 


ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of bim, who "bath called | 
out of Darkneſs into bis marvellous Light. In- 
ward 4 Holineſs i is expreſſed by the Power of God- 
linefs. Take heed of having a Form of Godli- | 
neſs, but denying the Power thereof. O do not 


carry it as if there were no Power paſt upon you! 


Uſe 2. Is of Examination. See whether any of | 
this Power hath paſſed upon your Hearts: Havre 
Jou ever felt the Power of the Spirit in the Or- 
dinances, that will convince of Sin, of Righte- | 
ouſneſs, and of Judgment? 

1. Hath it 2 — humbled you for Sin? 
There is the Power of the Word fcen to bring 
Men upon their Faces, and to make them lay their | 
Mouths in the Duff, 1 Cor. 14. 25. The firſt work 
—— and to ſubdue the Pride 3 

it. =. 

2. Is it powerful to comfort and refreſh the } | 
Soul ? Every l Man hath not Comfort, but every | | 
Man that hath it can tell which way it cometh. | | 
fal. 94- 19. In the multitude of my Thoughts within — | 
me, thy Comforts delight my Soul. What i the Re- 

of your Hearts ? ls it not the Power of 
God's Spirit? When a Man is in diſtreſs, tis 
*nown what he makerh his Truſt in; then we her 
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former Point how powerful the Word of God is, 
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ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 39 
ſee what our Heart fetcheth Comfort from. Do 
Goſpel-Gomforts as powerful? 


look upon 
Joh. 16. 33. In the World ye ſhall bave Tribulation, 


but in me ye ſhall bave Reſt; 7. | bave 


3. Is it powerful to enable to Holineſs? You 
will then be able to gain upon your Luſts more, 
_— — A 9 
P a willing P in 
2 will de made ready to Duty, and be 
more cheerful in God's Service when K. Power 
of the Word hath paſſed upon you. 
I now proceed to the laſt Point obſervable in 
this Verſe, which is, | | 
That none believe the Report that is made of Je ſus 
Chriſt, but thoſe to whom it is revealed by the Spirit. 
It is meant of an inward Revelation; tho it 
were outwardly proclaim'd in their Ears, yet the 


Power of the Report was not ſecretly convey'd 
into their Hearts: The Arm of the Lord was not 


rerealed to them. Or thus, 


The cauſe why ſo few are won to believe in Jeſus 
cy, is, becauſe they have not the Spirit's Revela- 


"Tis 1 hal prove to you by theſe Reaſons. 
1. Becauſe without the Spirit's Revelation, all 
»the outward Tenders and Reports of Jeſus Chriſt 
will be tono The Efficacy of the Word 
heth in the Spirit's Aſſiſtance. I told you i 


withal I told you It was when the Siri ſri 
. Hea 
» and yet 
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Se og Lone 
4 come im to 

. Tis put upon an i. a 


. whether any Man will open the 
or no, when tis but a bare knack of the | 
Word: The Spouſe pleadeth Excuſes when Chriſt | 


nn ſaying, Open to me, my Siſter, 
Dove, - my Cant. 5. 2. 
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for him; that Genifieth the working of his | 
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when God 
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t 
e, and the Door then flieth open. Acts 11. 
19—21: The band of the Lord was with them, and 
a great number believed, aud turned to the Lord. 


F 
A1 


God's Hand was upon the Lock: If the Word 
be any where ſpoken of as powerful, tis in re- | 


ference to the Spirit, as 1 Tbeſſ. 1. 3. Our Word 
came unto you not in word only, bt alſo is Dower, and 


the Holy Ghoſt. 


2, Becauſe the Spirit's Revelation is the token of | 
God's ſpecial Love, and that is not given to every | 


one: God has appointed his ſpecial Love but for 
4 few. The outward Revelation is to leave Men 
without Excuſe; tis but a token of God's common 
Love, 2 Cor.4.3. If our Goſpeb be hid, tis bid to them 
that are loſt : Hidden from their Hearts, 


diſcovery and ſpecial effect of God's pecyliar Love. 
Acts 13. 48. - 4s many ay were ordajned to eternal 


2 93 * 


1 


Verſe it is ſaid, My Beloved put in 
bole of the door, 3 


Sin, when they are rouz'd by the ö 
Lock, Chriſt hath an admit- 


zn the Holy Gboft - Therefore in Power, decaiſe in | 


tho it be 
| revealedto their Ears. Thoſe that are loſt have 


not the inward diſcoveries, that is, the effectuak 


— ne ww n—_—_— 
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. dem, 1 is from the Manifeſtation of the Spicix, 
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Fer. 1. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 4 


Thoſe that have leaſt, have many times an out- 
ward Revelation, Alt 14. 17. God left not bimſelf 
without @ Witneſs, in that be did good : yet ver. 16. 
He ſuffered them to periſh in their own ways. They 
had s Revelation, but they had not an efficacious 
Revelation. And in this ſenſe it is ſaid, that many 
are called, but few are — Many are invited, 
1 hey have the Doctrine 

© but they have not 
the Spirit Fe of Life ſetting it home upon their 
Hearts; few taſte of God's ſpecial Love. 
3. Becauſe the leaſt of Chriſt that is made 


22 to the Soul, is made known by the Spirit, 


even common Illumination, any flight taſte of the 
Doctrine of Life, it cometh from the Spirit: 


Thoſe that apoſtatized afterwards are faid, Heb. 6. 


4. To be made partakers of the Holy Gboſt. An Hiſto- 
rical Perſwaſion of the Truth of the Articles of 
Religion flows hence. There are ſome things like 
this inward effeftual Revelation in the Hearts 
of wicked Men, namely, ſome Notional Irra- 
diations and Illuminations in many profound My- 
ſteries of the Scripture. In this ſenſe is that 
Place to be underſtood, 1 Cor.12.3. No Man ſpeak- 
mg by tbe Spirit of God, calleth Jeſus accurſed : And 
that no Man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghoſt; Even their common Illumination 
and Profeſſion that Jeſus is the Lord, was from 
the Holy Ghoſt. And fo that Mat. 16. 16, 17. 
Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God. "And 
Jeſu a Fleſh and Blood bath not revealed it 
thee, but my Father which is in Heaven. He 
tid not 3 v7 apy — oy from a Reve- 

ven, I fay, a Notional Apprehenſion of 
theſe Truths, without any fiducial Aſſent given 


an 


A Practical Expoſition upon 
therefore much more is this the cauſe of 


1. In his Mind; n 
(10 There is Ignorance: He hath no ſavory 


TE nn the Truths of God, 1 Cor. 2. 14, 
rr 


make of them for their Comfort and Peace. 
Theſe ſottiſn Conceits in the Minds of Men pre- 
polleſs them againſt the receiving of Jeſus Chriſt : 


precious Liquor; the Cockle-ſhel] of their Brains 
cannot empty this Ocean. A natural Man hath 
abundance of confuſed indiſtin& indefinite Con- 
ceits of Chriſt. Feſtus ſaid, A@s 25. 19. 
That the Jews and Paul had a Controverſy about their 
own Superſtitions, and of one Jeſus, that was dead, 
_ d to be alive: As if it were no 
more. 


only in him, but in all natural Men. bends 


F 


the like Conceits are to be found not | 


They are like leaky Veſſels that cannot hold this D 
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ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Vaiah, 43 
his Infancy ſaid he 

anquam aliquem magnum, as ſome 
againſt all Evils. Now theſe Con- 
ceits, tho they be a little reQtified in ſome by preg- 
nancy of Wit, ripeneſs of Experience, and in- 
quſtrious Meditation, yet no ſavory Knowledg nor 


Wiſdom to Salvation can be fetch'd out of theſe 


Divine Truths, but by the Spirit. We cannot 
learn Chriſt as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh : A Man may 
know Chriſt, but he hath not learned Chriſt, 
Epb.4. 20. That ſuppoſeth a Teacher, which is the 
Spirit of God, Jobn 6. 45. They ſhall all be taught 
of God. The Spirit teacheth us Chriſt, ſo as to 
have Communion and Fellowſhip with him, to 
fetch Comfort out of him : And this helpeth our 
natural Light, and doth indded ſet off Chriſt to 


us. Job 32. 8. There is 4 Spirit in Man, and the 
' Ihſhiration of the Almighty giveth them Underſtanding. 


Then we begin to look upon Jeſus Chriſt with a 
true and diſtin Eye. A Man may have Eyes, 
but if he have not Light he cannot ſee well, nor 

diſcern the diſtin& ſhape of things. Light muſt 


come to Light; firſt the Light of the Sun or 


Candle to the Light of the Eye. Thus our Reaſon 


muſt be helped to faſten upon Divine Truths, fo 


à to fetch Comfort out of them. Thus ignorant 


Men cannot tell what to make of the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel, or the Command ments of the Goſpel, 
what to think of Chriſt, or what to believe; 


therefore tis ſaid, 1 Cor. 2. 10. I be deep things of 


God are revealed to us by bis Spirit, that giveth us the 
knowledg of the Truth and Worth of them. 
(2.) Unteachableneſs. We are not only in the 


| dark, but blind ; we have not only loſt the Uſe, 


but the Faculty. 1 Cor. 2. 14. The natural Man 


recezveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they 


teachableneſs remaineth in the Soul till the Spirit 
diſpoſes it to Knowledg ; and therefore St. Paul 
prayeth, Epbeſ. 1. 17, 18. That God would give them 


Word is not only propoſed to them to rectify 
F LI 
are ed: which implieth, that as they had 
no Light, ſo they had cloſed Eyes; a wicked 
Mind as well as a weak Mind; a Mind diſaffected, 
judiced, full of corrupt Principles and Rea- 
ſonings that are advanced the Truth. | 


2. In the Heart there is Careleſneſs and Stub- | 


bornneſs: And therefore as God muſt teach their 
Minds, ſo he muſt draw their Hearts, as it is ſaid, | 
Job. 6. 44. No Man cometh unte me, except the Fa- 
ther draw bim. The Power of the Spirit muſt be 
put forth into the Soul to bend it to Chriſt, © 
Let us take notice of theſe two Exils. 
1, Careleſne6. Men flight Chriſt, and then 
they are not won to believe in him. This Care- 
leſneſs cometh from two things. 
(1.) A love of Eaſe. Men cannot think of 
Chriſt without Reluctancy, and they are loth to 
put themſelves to the trouble. When the Spouſe | 
was lodg'd in the Bed of Security, ſee how ſhe | 
pleadeth, I haue put off my Coat, bow 


ver. 1. the 53d Chapter Iſaiah. 


Countries where they went barefoot, they were 


guard will not plow becauſe of the Cad. Many do not 


45 
[ have waſhed my Feet, bow ſhall I them ? 
*arnal careleſs Heart that loverh Eaſe ftickerh 


at every little Heſitancy and vain Excuſe. In hot 


woat to waſh their Feet after Travel: They are 
loth to ariſe to entertain Chriſt for fear of trou- 


ble and loſs to themſelves, Prov. 20. 9. The Slug- 


care for Chriſt, becauſe it will coſt them ſome 
Pains and Care to purſue after him : They muſt 
follow him through ſo many Prayers, Meditation 
and Obſervation, that they had rather fit ſtil]. 
There is need of a great deal of Revelation to 
make the Soul ſeriouſly to attend. The Spouſe 
fainted, Cant. 5. 6. when Chriſt put his Finger 
into the Key-hole of the Lock; Then I roſe up an 
opened to my Beloved, and my Beloved bad withdrawn 
bemſelf, and was gone my Soul failed when be ſpale. 
When he beginneth to touch the Wards of the 
Heart, all idle Excuſes vaniſh, then nothing bur 
Chriſt will ſatisfy the Heart. So A: 2. 37. When 
they were pricked in their Hearts, then they cried out, 
Men and Brethren, What ſhall we do? Men that 
are not converted indulge their vain Thoughts 
and Excuſes ſtill ; but when that is once, paſt they 
cannot dally with Salvation any more, Ad. 16. 
30. the Jaylor faith, Sirs, what muſt 7 do to be 
3 


(2.) Doting upon other Excellencies. One 
Love like a Nail driveth out another. A Man 
flighteth a thing when the ſtream of his Aﬀedti- 
ons are carried another way. Some had a Farm, 
ſome a Yoke of Oxen, ſome had married a Wife, 
fome one Excuſe, fome another; but they all aid, 


T cannot come; Men are ſeveraliy taken up either 


with 


ritt. But now when Goſ 


46 Practical Expoſition upon 
with Honours, or Profits, or Pleaſures ; but all 
keep from Chriſt. Therefore there is a need of 
=» irit's Revelation, to diſplay the Beauties of 
Chrilt before the Soul, that they may ſee that 
—_ is more in this Beloved than in other Be. 
loveds, Cant. 5. 9. that ſo the force of our ill | 
Affections may be broken, and the ſtream of the 
 Heartdiverted another way, and brought about 
to Chriſt. This is that V dich is deſired in 
that Requeſt; Draw me, we will run after tber; 
Cant. 1. 4. That the Spirit would diſplay the | 
Glory of Chriſt to the Soul, that we may loox 
upon him as an attractive Objed, and fo find our 
Hearts and our Deſires following after him. Thus 
for Careleſnefs. 

2. Stubbornneſs of Heart, that is another thing; 
there is a Wilfulneſs in Men, they will not believe 4 
becauſe they will not believe. Men will not cloſe 
with Jeſus Chriſt : God ſheweth them the way, | 
and they contemptuouſly reject it. Joh. 5. 40. Te 
will not come unto me, that ye might bave Life. 
Chriſt inviteth Men by the Goſpel. Come unto me 
all you that are weary, and beavy laden: And they 
will not come; there is no Anſwer in the Heart 
to God's Call becauſe of this Stubbornneſs of Spi- 


pel-Invitations are ſe- 
conded with the Spirit's Motions, they 
their own entrance into the Soul, the Heart ſub- 
mits to the way that God revealeth for — 


Tbe Heart, like a quick ſtrong Eccho, r 


the full Anſwer of Gelb! 


Ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Thaiah. 47 
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1 ſhall anſwer 2 Doubt or two before I go on to 
W Doubts are theſe. 
1. If the want oi the Spirit's Revelation be the 
cauſe why ſo few believe, how can God be juſt 
in puniſhing Men for their Unbelief, ſince he doth 

not give them all a like Revelation ? 
| anſwer two ways: 1ff. From God's Sove- 


reignty. Exod. 33. 19. I will be gracious to whoms [ 


will be gracious, and I will bave Mercy on whom I will 
bave Mercy. So Rom. 9. 1516. God's Will is the 
meaſure of his Actions, as the Moral Law is the 


' meaſure of our Actions: That is a Rule to us, 


not to God : He giveth no account of his Matters, 
he acteth out of infinite Sorereignty, and ſo he 
may do what he pleaſeth: Who ſhall ſet a Task 
for him? Mat. 11. 25, 26. I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou baſt bid theſe 
things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and baſt revealed 
them unto Babes : Even ſo Father, becauſe it ſeemed 

good in thy ſight. That is the upſhot of all, and 
the reſult of all Diſputes about ir, Even ſo Father, 
becauſe it pleaſeth thee. He doth not tell you for 
what cauſe it pleaſed the Father, but even fo it 
pleaſed him, as if that were reaſon enough: *Tis 
juſt becauſe it pleaſed the Father; you are not to 
be Judges of God's Actions, bet Doers of his 


| Will. God made you not to cenſire him, but to 


give him Glory. The Pattern of all Juſtice is to 
de copied out from God's Will : *Tis juſt becauſe 
God did it. " 001 

2ly. The Beauty of God's Juſtice ſkineth in this, 
in that the poſitive cauſe of Unbelief, —_ 


(..) Is in our ſelves, it bein our own 
we ves, g through 


undneſs and Stu We will not come to 
bim that we may bave Life. Hoſea 13. 9. aug 


_ : "2 Foie? — 


the poſitive cauſe of Faith, the privative 


cauſe of Unbelief. The Spirits Revelation work. | 


eth Faith, but in caſe of the want of it, our own 
perverſe Hearts are the cauſeof Unbelief. - If the 
Earth be light tis from the Sun, but if it be dark; 
'tis through the want of tie Sun, that is from its 
ſelf; 20S. 4. 3. F our Goſpel be bid, tis bid to 
them that are loſt - 'Tis to thole that take à courſe 
to ruin themſelves. 

(i.) Men dv not their utmoſt, and therefore 


| are juſtly puniſhed, becauſe they did not what 


they were able to do to get Faith, He is juſt 


and are fo fat 
e nemoſt, that they 


e 10. But what they 


in thoſe things 
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Ver.1. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 49 
Anſwer, (i.) We ſhould labour after it, to fee 
our own Weakneſs, that we may look up to 
God the more earneſtly for it. Men think tis 
eaſy to believe till they put themſelves upon the 
trial: They do not ſee a need of the Spirit, till 
perceive the fruitleſneſs of their own En- 
deavours. If thou applie ſt thy Heart to Underſtand- 
ing, and crieſt after Knowledg, and lifteſt up thy 
Voice for Underſtanding ; if thou ſeckeſt ber as Silver, 
and ſearcheſt for her. as bidden Treaſure : Then ſhalt 
tbou underſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
Knowledg of God.” Prov. 2. 3,4,5- . 
(2.) That we may manifeſt our Obedience to 


God, and meet him in his own way; he hath com- 
nanded us to believe, let us do what we can to- 
wards it. Improve your natural Abilities, and 
ulſe the Means that God hath appointed, and re- 


fer the Succeſs to him. Luke 5. 5. Maſter, we 
have toiled all night, and catch'd nothing: neverthe- 
leſs at thy Command | will let down the Net. Con- 
ſider God's Prerogative over you, and make the 
beſt of the Power you have; and if for nothing 
elſe, yet at his Command perform thy Duty. 
God hath inabled you to do ſomewhat, and he 


may juſtly require you ſhould do the utmoſt of it. 


Every Man hath a command over his Locomotive 
Faculty, he can chuſe whether he will come hi- 
ther or go thither. Every Man can watch at the Gates 
of Wiſdom, Prov. 8. 34. and wait at the Poſts of © 
ber door. Therefore let the Command of God 
inforce you to do what you can. 
_ (3-) That you may manifeſt your Deſires after 
it. God doth not give Chrift to many, becauſe 
they do not care for him. If a Man did care for 
a thing, he would endeavour after it. Excuſes are 


always a fign of an unwilling Heart, Where 
as a... 


50 Practical Expoſition upon 
the Deſires are vehement, they will not eaſily be 


put by. Mat. 13. 48. The Merebant that found 4 } 


Peart of great Price, went and ſold all, that be might 


| buy it. Thoſe that deſire not Chriſt, do not look | 


npon him as a Pearl of Price; if they did, their 


Hearts would follow hard after him. Thoſe | 


that ſay they have no Power, tis to be feared 
| have no Hearts: Twas the flothful Perſon faid, 
There is a Lion in the way, Prov. 26. 3. There- 
fore ſtrive after Faith, if for nothing elſe, yet to 


ſhew that Chrilt is worth your moſt earneſt ſeek- ' 


ing and purſuit after him. 


(4. ) Becauſe tho by the uſing of Means we do | 


not get Faith, yet without the Means we ſhall not 
have it: Tis conditio ſine qua non, tho not cauſa 
| fidet. Rom. 10. 14. How ſhall they believe in bim of 
wham they have not heard? A Man hath it not 


hearing, nor for hearing, yet he hath it not with- 
out hearing. There is not Merit nor Efficacy in 
the Means, and yet there mult be the preſence of 


them, becauſe it holdeth negatively, if ye do not 
uſe the Means ye ſhall never believe. The Spirit 
cauſeth Faith, but *tis by the Word; fee that 


Text, Ad; 13.46. It was neceſſary that the Word | 


of God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken unto you; but ſee- 
ing ye have put it from you, and judg your ſelves un- 
worthy of everlaſting Life, lo we turn to the Gentiles. 


Men that refuſe the Means do paſs the Sentence of 


Condemnation upon themſelves; they declare 


_ themſelves to be thoſe whom God will judg to be 
unworthy of Eternal Life, unworthy becauſe they. | 


would not ſeek after it. When the Pſalmiſt de- 


ſcribeth deſperate Men, he repreſents them to be | 
| ſuch as reject the Means; Pſal. 58. 4, 5. They art 


lite the deaf Adder that ſtoppeth ber Fa which will 
not hear ken to the „ charm be . 


ver 
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ver. t. #he 53d Chapter Iſaiah. 51 
ver ſo wiſely. The Adder ſtoppeth one Ear with 
her Tail, and the other Jieth cloſe upon the 
ground: So wicked Men if they come to the Or- 
dinances, take care they ſhall not prevail upon 


them, they are not diligent to attend to the 


Word. 0 
(„ Tis very likely God will come in and meet 
with us if we ſeek him in his own ways; and who 
would not venture upon a likelihood of Safety to 
come out of a certain Danger? If you do not uſe 


' the Means, you are ſure to periſh; if you do, 
| you may be likely to obtain Mercy; and certainly 


tis the ſafeſt courſe to adventure upon theſe hopes. 
The Soul reaſoneth in „ juſt as ＋ 
mites did, 2 Kings 7. 4. F we enter into the City, 
there is the Famine, we ſhall die there; if we ſit fill 


| here, we die alſo. Now therefore come, and let us fall 
into the Hoſt of the Aſſyrians; if they ſave us alive, 
| we ſhall live, and if they kill us, we ſhall but die. 


Soif we continue in our Sins, tis death; if we 
neglect Prayer, or Hearing, or Meditation, tis 
death: tho there be but an if of Mercy, venture 
upon it, a little to keep up the Heart. Men near 
drowning will catch hold, tho it be but of a Reed 


or a Twig. 


(6.) This is God's uſual way to meet thoſe that 


| ſeek him: The God of Jacob would not have them 


ſeek his face in vain, Iſa. 45. 19. And Luke 11. 9. 
tho he would not ariſe and give as his Friend, 
Jet becauſe of his [mportunity he will ariſe and 
give him. When the Soul is importunate with 


God thus, tis a ſign of Mercy, and it is through the 


precedaneous Efficacy of the Spirit. This Ear- 


neſtneſs after Faith is the firſt Impreſſion of the 


Spirit's Efficacy. Thus I have anſwered the 
E 2 I 
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1 hall now come to the Application. 
The firſt Uſe is Exhortation, to preſs you to 
divers Duties: As, 


1. To wait for the Spirit's Motion and Revela. 


tion. Do not look to the Words that are ſpoken, | 
ſenſe 


but how the Spirit giveth you the ſavory 
and meaning of them. They 
Pool looked for the Angers ſtirring 
ters; ſo do you look for the Spirit's Revelation, 
to ſee how the confuſedneſs 


ſome things, 
know them: See how the Spirit giveth you ſatiſ- 
faction. If you would have Faith, your chief 
care is to attend the 
is called by the Spirit's own Name, The ſame Spirit 


2. Yield to it. Many are of an unteachable 
Heart, they are not won by the 
ments. Gen. 2. 27. God ſhall perſwade, or inlarge, 


Japhet to dwell in the Tents of Shem. God fhall | 
_ allure the allurable. Take heed you reſiſt not the 


ſecret Whiſpers and Perſwaſions W God's Spirit: 
There is a 
againſt it, that God's 


Gen. 6. 3. My Spirit ſhall no longer ſtrive with Men. 
The Spirit convinceth us this is r 


Intereſts and vile Aﬀections ſet 


Heart a diſpu- 


that were at the 
of the Wa- 


your Light and 
Knowledg is done away. The Mind knoweth 
but doth not know things as it ſhould | 


Spirit; and therefore Faith | 


ak I. - * ** 1 a. 8 its - *. 


of Faith, 2 Cor. 4. 13. becauſe tis the Faith * 


Spirit's Allure- | 


great deal of thwarting in the Heart 
$ Spirit when it ſhould allure 
it is forced to diſpute it; and therefore God faith, | 


the Heart a din 
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ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah. 53 
paſt, Job. 6. 37. All that my Father giveth me, ſhall 
come to me; and I will in no wiſe caſt them out. 
But as to Reprobates, God ſtayeth a great while 
with them too. No longer, implieth a long time, 
even as long as he ſhall think fit, and then he 
lea veth them. Take heed of theſe Withdrawings. 
3. Cheriſh it: Many have had ſtrong Reſolu- 
tions, but they die away without this. They 
have a great many previous workings of the Spi- 

_ rit, as much Knowledg of the Will of God, much 
Senſe of Sin, Fear of Puniſhment, many T houghts 
about their Freedom and Deliverance, ſome 
of Pardon, ſome kind of Care and Deſire; but 
then they drown theſe things again by the Cares 
and Pleaſures of this World, and ſo they are to 
no purpoſe. This is call'd by the Apoſtle quench- 
ing of the Spirit, 1 Theſſ. 5. 19. Now the Spirit 
is quenched two ways. 

.) When they do not blow up the Coals, ſtir 
up the Graces of God that are in them, and la- 
bour to feed and cheriſh by Prayer and Meditation 
theſe Deſires, which is the ſtrengthening of the 
things which are ready to die, Rev. 3. 2, When 
we do not labour to rouz e up our ſelves, and keep 
in the Heat and Warmth in our Souls. Mat. 13. 
19. Then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away 
that which was ſown in their Hearts. 

(2.) When they do as it were caſt Water on 
the Spirit's Motion, by the return of their Luſts. 
Men are apt to return to their old ways, after 
theſe partial deſires, and partial care to get Chriſt. 
But 2 Pet. 2. 21. it bad been better for them not to 
bave known the way of Righteouſneſs, than after they 
| bave known it, to turn from the holy Commandment de- 

lwered to them. Inraged Luſts return the ſtronger, 
and have the greater force upon the Heart. 

E 3 a 
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4. In caſe you have it, praiſe God for it: O get 


largeneis of Heart to conceive of this great Pri. | 
vilege, to have Chriſt not only to be revealed to | 


you, but in you! There is a threefold ground of 
Thankfulneſs. 

(1.) In reſpect of your ſelves, that God was 
not diſcouraged with your often reſiſtance of him, 


but that he ſhould go on with his Work: Iſa. 66.9. | 
bring forth? 


Shall I bring to the Birth, and not cauſe to 
God ſpeaketh of the outward Glory of his Church, 


but tis alſo true of Grace in the Hearts of his Ser- 
vants. O how juſtly might God have broken off 
of Grace 


and interrupted his deſign and purpoſe 
and Mercy, and have given over ſuch a ſtubborn 
Heart as yours to the ſway of its Luſts! As El- 


our Unkindneſs. 


upon 


vuiv Exp! 


Is given. 


(3-) In reſpe& of others. That he ſhould re- 


veal himſelf vato you, and not unto others: What 


- Chriſt thanketh God for the diſtinguiſhingneſs of 


i: Fatber, I thank thee, that thou haft hidden theſe 
thing from the wiſe and prudent, and baſt revealed | 


them $0 Babes, Mat, 11.26. And therefore we 


have 


Ch =» 2 my n= pe oy Hy wn 


zabeth ſaid, Luke 1. 43. MWhence is this, that the | 
Mother of my Lord ſhould come to me? So whence |} 
is it that the Spirit of the Lord ſhould come to me, 
ſtubborn me? There ſhould be ſuch a Reflection 


(2.) In reſpect of the freeneſs of the Gift, that 
he ſhould give his Spirit to work Faith in us ſo | 
freely. Faith is expreſſed to be the Gift of God, 
Epbeſ. 2. 8. Phil. 1. 29. To you tis given to believe, | 
ay, you have it of the free Grace of 
God. Fleſh would fain boaſt, and have theſe ' 
things in its own power, but you ſee to you it 


did he fee in you more than in others, that he 
ſhould give you a token of his diſtinguiſhing Love? 
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ver. i. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 55 
have the greater reaſon ſo to do; Job. 14. 22 
not unto the World Thus you ſee what cauſe there | 
is of Thankfulneſs on this threefold accovur, 


Uſe 2. Is Examination. To fee whether you 
have cloſed with the Report ot Jeſus Chriſt or 
no; if you have cloſed with it aright, tis with 
the Spirit's Revelation, tis becauſe you have been 
inwardly convinc'd in your Hearts of the truth of 
it. But how ſhall we know that we believe in the 
Report becauſe of the Spirit's Revelarion, and 


that many will ſay, and every one crieth it up 


for a Truth, that Jeius Chiilt came to ſave 
Sinners? e . 
l anſwer; 

1. The Spirit's Revelations are diſtinct; it 
ſheweth the Soul how Chriſt will be receir'd. 
Moſt Mens Knowledg of Chriſt is an indefinite 
Knowledg,they know him in a confuſed, indiſt inet, 
indefinite manner, they look vpon him as a Savi- 
our, but they do not look upon him as command- 
ing things contrary to their vile Affections. Now 
the Spirit revealeth him deter minately what he is, 
and upon what Terms we muſt take him. ET 
2. It giveth Men anexperimental taſte of Chriſt, 

Ii Petr. 2. 3. If ſobe that ye hade taſted that the Lord 

s gracious. They can ſpeak of what Sweetnefs 
there is in Chriſt : Notional K now ledg looketh up- 
on him as a Man looketh upon a thing in the Bulk. 
When a Man hears a Miniſter talk of Chriſt, he 
taketh it up as a great and comfortable Truth, 
but he cannot ſpeak out of Experience. All Chri- 
ſtians can ſpeak out of their Delires, tho not De- 
__ O come taſte and ſee how good the Lord 
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3. The 8 


pirit revealeth ſo as to influence us tg 
Obedience. Spiritual Light is like that of the 
it hath Heat with it. But now it is otherwiſe with 
notional Irradiations and common Illuminations ; 


the Heart is vain, and the Conference conduceth | 


to Controverſy, more than to the Converſion of 
others. 


_ Uſe3 . The 3d and laſt Uſe is to condemn all that 


falſe Faith that is in moſt 
believe in Chriſt, whereas 
the Report 


z they think they 
they ſcarcely believe 


ſo, the Laws of the Land, and the Cuſtoms of the 


People are for it. Alas, moſt People are like „ | 


that are fit to take the Stamp and Impr 


ſuperficial Apprehenſion of the common Report 


that is made concerning ſuch a thing. They have | 
no more ſaving Faith in Chriſt than Turks and In- 
fidels, and have as little true Love for him as the | 
Jem that crucified him. | cannot examine every |} 
falſe Ground, I will give you Marks in general 


when you have it from any wrong, Ground, as, 
1. When you take it up without weighing: 


Prov. 14. 15. The Simple believeth every Word, but | 


the prudent Man looketh well to bis going. 
2, By your Fickleneſs: When a Man embraceth 


a thing upon wrong Grounds, he will leave it up- 
marvel, that yu | 


on wrong Grounds. Gal. 1. 6. J 


are ſo ſonn removed from bim that called you into tle 
Grace of Chriſt, unto another Goſpel. 


I beſeech you, Brethren, be not ſoon ſhaken in Mind. 


3. By the Diſſonancy of our Practice, and u- 


conſtant Reſolutions. This is called, 2 2 Pet. 2. 


"Ein 
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of him. True Faith hath a true Ground. 
Moſt Men have this in their Thoughts, that there 
was ſuch a Perſon as Chriſt, the Preachers tell them 


any Religion that is bequeathed to how. They 
are not ſaid fo properly to believe, as to have | 


2 Theſſ. 2. 2 
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deſcribed, 


ver. 2. the 53& Chapter of Iſaiah. 57 


A denying Chriſt that bought us. Tho they profeſs 
him in Words, yet in Deeds they deny him. It 


| were better to renounce the Profeilion of Chrilt, 


than to keep it with theſe Reſolutions. Alat. 6. 
31, 32, 33. Take nv» thought what ye ſhall eat, or 
what ye ſhall drink, or wherewith ye ſhal! be clothed 


for after all theſe things do the Gentiles ſcet - bur ſeck 


firſt the Kingdom of God, and bis Righteouſneſs, and 
all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. 


The Second Verſe. 

For he ſball grow up before him as a tender Plant, 
and as a Root out of a ary Ground : he hath 
no Form nor Comelineſs;, and whea we (ball 


| ſee him, there is no Beauty that we ſhould de- 


Am now to make entrance upon the Cauſe and 
Ground of the Jews Unbeliet, namely, Chriſt's 
lMeanneſs and Sufterings. His Meanneſs is 


1. In regard of his Birth. 

2. In regard of his manner of Life, and outward 
Appearance in the World, which are the two 
things the Prophet proſecutes in divers Expreſſi- 
ons: I ſhall take notice of them in this and the 
following Verſes. | 
O_ = Method fhall be, 
1. Io open the Phraſes to you as they lie in the 
order of the Words. F 18 
2. To apply them to Jeſus Chriſt, and to give 
you ſome Helps for your Meditation. a 


3. Be- 
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3. Becauſe Chriſt's Life holdeth forth much 


Matter of Obſervation for the guiding of our | 


Lives, I ſhall give ſome more general and practi- 
cal Points, that ſo what is faid of Chriſt may be 
uſeful for us. 
Firſt, For the Phraſes ; And theſe reſpect, 
1ſt. His Birth and Original; and there three 
Expreſſions are to be explained. 


1. He ſhall grow uy as a tender Plant. What is 


meant by that ? The Septuagint (becauſe the word 
for tender Plant ſignifieth alſo a Sucker) have tran- 


flated it ©; 772193 We have ſpoken of him as a | 
ſucking Child, But I conceive tis not put here to 


ſignify the Infancy of Chriſt, ſo much as the low 
and mean manner of the Original that he would 
take upon himſelt. He would be as a tender Plant, 


not as a tall Tree full of Limbs and Branches. For | 
tis uſual in Scripture to ſet forth the ſeveral Con- 
ditions of Men by Trees and Plants: Thus Nebu- | 
 chadnezzar's Greatneſs and Strength are repreſent- 


ed, Dan. 4. 21, 25. by the Tree whoſe Leaves 
were fair, whoſe Fruits were much, and the 


Branches thereof reaching to Heaven, and ſha- | 
ding the Earth. So the Pſalmiſt deſcribes the 


Wicked's Proſperity, Pſal. 37. 35. J haue ſeen the 
Vic led great in Power, and ſpreading bimſelf like a 


expreſſed by the Heath in the Deſert, a low mean 
Shrub, Jer. 17. 6. So here, Chriſt's Meanneſs and 
Poverty are held forth by a tender Plant newly 
ſprouted forth, and come up above the Earth, 
which a Man would tread upon rather than cheriſh. 


And indeed tis obſervable, that Chriſt is often re- 


preſented by the Expreſſion of a tender Plant, ot 
as a Branch; thus Ia. 11. 1. There ſhall come forth 
2 Rod out of the Stem of Jelle, and à Branch ſhal 


- 


— | 
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green Bay-tree. And on the contrary, Miſery is 
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| Ver.2. the 53d Chapter of Thatch. 59 
grow out of bis Koots. L.ſhall touch upon it again. 
50 tis ſaid, Zach. 3. 8. I will ling forth my Servant 

' the Branch. So chap. 6. 12. The Man whoſe Name 

is the Branch. Jer. 23. 5. Behold the Days ſhall come 
that I will raiſe unto David the righteous Branch. Jer. 

33. 15. Behold J will cauſe the Rranch of Righteouſ- 

| meſs w grow wp unto David. And | conceive this 
Expreſſion holdeth forth two things. 

Ci.) Chriſt's preſent Meanneſs, what he was in 
the World's Eye, which was no more than a 
Branch or Twig. 3 

(2.) His future Glory; he ſhould be a Tree. 
Ezek. 17. 22, 23, 24. Thus ſaith the Lord, I will al- 

fo take of the bigheſt Branch of the high Cedar, and I 
will crop off from the top of bis young Twigs a tender 
one, and will plant it upon an high Mountain, and 
eminent; and it ſhall bring forth Bou he, and bear 
fair Fruit, and become a goodly Cedar, and under it 

| ſhall dwell all Fowl of every Wing : in the adm of 

the Branches thereof ſhall they dwell. Thus it was a 

tender Plant, yet ſuch an one as might become a 
ſpacious and good ly Tree. 

2. 4 Root out of a dry Ground ; that is, not only 

 atender Branch, but a Branch that hath little Ver- 

dure and Freſhneſs. But why a Root? And why 
out of a dry Ground ? The Root does not come 
vp, but the Branches. I may anſwer, Root is put 

' hguratively, the Cauſe for the Effect, the Root for 

the Sprigs ; or elſe to denote the Drineſs of the 

Branch, it was not freſh and green: Even like a 

Root, or like Heath in the Wilderneſs, which is 

2 Branch and Root too. Or more properly it may 

de to ſnew that Chriſt is ſuch a Branch, as that he 

is the Root likewiſe. And I the rather take no- 
tice of this, becauſe the Scripture doth ſo ; Rev. 

* ne Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the 1 of Da: 
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vid, bath prevailed to open the Book. And ch. 22. 16. 
1 am the Root and Offspring of David. Mark, nog |. 
the Branch, but the Root. Chriſt was David, | 
Son, and David's Lord, Mat. 22. 45. yet 4 Root 
out of a dry Ground. Some Triflers underſtand by 
this is meant the Womb of the Virgin, hut tis ra- 
ther the dead and withered Stock of Davids | 
Houſe : For tho that Family was obſcure, and all 
the glorious Branches cut off to the very ſtump, | 
yet even then ſhall ſprout out the laſt and greateſt | 
Ornament of it, like a Root out of a dry Ground: 
therefore tis obſervable ?tis ſaid, Iſa. 11. 1. 4 
Rod ſhall come out of the Stem of Jelle, and a Branch 
out of bis Roots. He doth not ſay, out of the Stem 
of David, who was the firſt King and Honour of 
that Family, but Jeſſe, whoſe Name was more ob- 
ſcure, implying that at this time this Houſe ſhould | 
be reduced to its firſt Meanneſs, or that it ſhould 
not be the * * of —— ſo much as 8 
Jeſſe; out of his decaye Roots ſhou 
1 tender Branch. * 
3. Before bim Whom ? Some ſay himſelf, for | 
ſo they ſay the Hebrew word is to be underſtood: | 
As if the Senſe were, If you look to the State and | 
Preſence of the Perſon bimfſelE. But I ſhall paſs | 
by that, and take notice but of two Perſons to 
whom this Him may be referred; for the Scrip- | 
tures have this Privilege, to abound in Senſes. | 
(i.) Him, thatis the Lord, for ſo may it be re- 
ferred. He was but lately ſpoken ver. 1. The 
Arm of the Lord; and then "tis Before bim | 


_ | 


oe tw nn =&@ =o o 


<Q? HO RR &@ BS 


„ 


i 


ö ny a e ee 2 =p 


(2) 2 


TT © mn) Reo. 7 


I Fo, bow. Flo 5 mp = O& th oc» Fr ww mg: ww +» wW F7 * 


ways. 3 


nr 


? 


Ver.2. the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah. 61 
(2.) Before Hitn, that is, before the Party that 


|, believes not the Report; ver. 1. Who bath belie- 


ved, &c. becauſe before him Chriſt riſeth up in 
ſuch a mean manner; by this Him muſt be meant 
the unbelieving Jews, of whom he ſpake. Reaſon 
cannot expect that the Meſſiah ſhould lie hid under 
ſo mean a Shape: They will be offended in Chriſt's 
Meanneſs, as I ſhall touch by and by. Thus for 
the Phraſes of Chriſt's Original. 3 

2dly. For the Phraſes now that belong to the 
outward State and Appearance of his Life ; Chriſt 
hath not in him ion and Beauty, which are 
the Objects allurable to Men. We love things for 
the orderly Diſpoſition of Parts or Colours ; the 
one is called Form or Comelineſs, the other Beauty. 
So that Chriſt's mean Appearance isdeſcribed two 


1. By the Removal of Excellency. 

2. By the Reſtraint of Aﬀection. 

1. As to the Removal of Excellency. And 
therein, | þ 
(..) No Proportion, no Form nor Comelineſs 
is found in him. Then, | 

(2.) As to Beauty, there was no Fitneſs of Co- 
lour. Theſe things are not put here literally, to 
deny there was any individual or perſonal Beauty 


un Chriſt: For I believe that he was not of a mon- 


ſtrous and miſhapen Body, but well compacted and 
well coloured. Tho 1 doubt not but there have 
been a great many Fictions about the Body of 
Chriſt ; particularly what Lentulus ſays in his Let- 
ter concerning the Amiableneſs of Chriſt's Counte- 
nance, that he was of fo fair a Face, and yet of ſo 
Majeftick an Eye, that all that beheld him were 
enforced to love and fear him. Nicepborus likewiſe 
faid, that Mey Magdaicn, who was at firſt a com- 
| mon 
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mon Strum 
Report of the Comelineſs of his Perſon, and after. 
wards won by the Efficacy of his Doctrine. No doubt 
he had a comely, well-featur'd, healthy Body. 
But this is not ſpoken of, ſo much as his outward 


Port and Preſence to the World. He did not come | 
with ſuch Pomp and Glory as they imagin'd was 


ſutable to the Majeſty of the Aeſſiab. They 


a great deal of outward Pomp and Splendor, that 

ſo all the World might have admired the great Re. 

deemer of the Jews. 
But how can it be ſaid of Chriſt, that he had 


neither Comelineſs nor Beauty, ſince tis ſaid, Pſal. 


45. 2. That be is fairer than the Children of Men, or 


than the Sons of Adam? And in Cant. 5. 10, 16. | 


he is deſcribed by the Spouſe to be well coloured, 
My Reloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt of ten 
thouſand ;, and likewiſe well-featured, as ſhe goeth 
on from = to part, from Head to Feet ; and 
then concludeth, He is altogether lovely. 
Io this Il anver; 

(..) Tis one thing what Chrilt is to the Spouſe, 

another what he is to the unbelieving Jews. Chriſt's 


Beauties are inward, ſeen of none but thoſe that 


are inwardly acquainted with him : The Spouſe 


ſpeaketh of him in a ſpiritual Senſe ; here he is 


ſpoken of in reſpect of his outward Habitude in 
the World. HE 
(.) We muſt diſtinguiſh between Chriſt's Hu- 
miliation and Exaltation, his Godhead and his 
—_ - bis Comms, ſo be - the 19 71 
ce bis Father's Glory, and the expreſs e of bt 
Perſon, Heb. dr uen fel tes 
ty. In his Humiliation, 
a mean Man; Phil. 2. 9. He made himſelf of no Re- 
| Iutation. (3-) In 


\ 


was drawn to hear Chriſt upon a | 


thought he ſhould have come in a Royal way, with 
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Ver. 2. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 63 

(3) In Chriſt's Humiliation we muſt diſtinguiſn 
as to what he is in himſelf, and as to what he is in 
the Eye of the World. In Chriſt's Manhood he 
did not appear in the Form of God; tis ſaid, 
Phil. 2. 7. He took upon bim the Form of a Strvant; 
yet he did not lay alide his Godhead, that appear- 


dd too ſometimes in the Power of his Doctrine and 


Miracles : but the World faw no Form in him, 
none of the Form of the Godhead in him. Then, 

2. As to the Phraſe that implieth Reſtraint of 
Affection, why we ſhould deſire him. But you will 
fay, How then is Chriſt ſaid to be the Deſire of all 
Nations, as we read, Haggai 2. 8. Iwill ſhake all 
Nations : And the Deſire of all Nations ſhall come ? 

| anſwer; 5 | 

(1.) Tho he is not actually deſired, yet he is 
nevertheleſs worthy of Eſteem and Affection. 
Pearls do not loſe their Worth, tho Swine tram 
ple upon them. Tis the World only that is of- 
fended at his Meanneſs, and faith, There is no Beau- 
ty in him wherefore we ſhould deſire him. But, 

(2.) You judg by the Eye and Appearance. 
Now a carnal Heart can fee no Excellency in 


| Chriſt; and when you ſee him, if you truſt to 
your Sight merely, you will not detire him. Thus 


you have the Meaning of the Words. Now, 

Secondly, To accommodate this Prophecy to 
Chriſt, and ſhew you how it agreeth to him, that 
ſo his Love may be diſplayed and held forth to 


| your Meditations, that he ſhould ſubmit himſelf 


to ſuch Meanneſs for your ſakes. Wherefore I de- 
lire that you would with me obſerve theſe few 


things. And firſt from the cauſal Particle, For 


he ſhall grow up as a tender Plant, He gives a Rea- 
ſon why fo few believed the Report. 
The Point therefore is this ; 


Doct. 
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Doct. 1. That Chriſt's Meanneſs and want of out- 
ward Pomp and Splendor is the great Prejudice 
againſt the Entertainment of him, and the things 
of bis Kingdom. | | 


In handling this Point I ſhall treat of his Mean- 


neſs, both in his Life and Doctrine. 
1ſt. As to his Meanneſs in his manner of reveal- 
ing himſelf to the World: Becauſe the beginnings 


of his Kingdom were weak, the World rejected it. 


Iwill prove this by a Reaſon or two. 5 
1. Becauſe we have no Light to ſee any Excel- 
lency in other things, but what are outwardly glo- 


rious. Men being inured to ſuch things, think 
them the only things. Corrupt Delires make a 
corrupt Mind. Where there is Fleſh, there will | 
be a knowing of things after the Fleſh, 2 Cor. 5. | 


16. And we will think ſuch things only to be glo- 
rious. Mens Judgments are as their Affections; 
for as theſe are, ſoare their Conceits of Happi- 
neſs; Cor. 2. 12. Ve have not received the Spirit 


of the [i'orld. There is a Spirit of the World 
which maketh Men think that the greateſt Excel- 
lency is in the things of the World, as in outward | 
Fineneſs, Royalty, Learning, Eloquence, Pomp 
and Splendor. Chriſt is mean, and therefore 

rejected, becauſe he cometh not with theſe things. 


2. Becauſe we judg altogether by Likelihoods, 
and outward Appearances. Samuel thought ſure 
that Eliab was the Man, becauſe he looked upon 
his Countenance, and the height of his Stature, 
1 Sam. 16. 7. But tis added, Man ſeeth not as God 
ſeeth, Man looketh to the outward Appearance, We 


judz of things according as 


4 
; 
. 
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they are to our Senſes. | 
Many would have thought that ſome Great Empe- | 
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ror ſhould have been the Meſſiah, rather than the 


Child in the Manger at Bethlehem. Moſt 
will have it, that Truth is rather on that 
fide that is accompanied and accommodated with 


| outward Authority, Applauſe, and other Ad- 


vantages of Learning and Eminency, than among 
a few deſpiſable Men, ſuch as the Martyrs were. 
3. Becauſe we envy and deſpile any Worth that 


is veiled under Meanneſs, as it it were a Diſgrace 


to us to take any thing trom thoſe beneath us. It 
was a great Condeſcenſion in Job, ch. 3. 13. that 
be would not deſi iſe the Cauſe of bis Servants when they 
contended with bim. Certain it is otherwiſe in the 
World ; they conſider the Perſon, and envy the 
Excellency ; as you may read, Mat. 13. 53, &c. 
Tho they were aſtoniſhed at his Doctrine, yet 


3 they ſaid, Is not this the Carpenter's Son ? and were 


offended at bim. His mean Original hindred them 


from giving that due Honour and Reſpect that 
they ſhould EE 


e . | 
Uſer. The Uſe of this may be to inform us, 

(i.) Whence it is chat Chriſt is differently enter- 
tained in the World, which is, becauſe ſome ſee 
nothing but the outward Meanneſs, ochers the in- 
ward Excellency ; Luke 2. 34, This Child is for 
many in Iſrael. Becauſe this 
Child, therefore for the tall and riſing of many. 
And therefore he is called a &ock of Offence, and a 


 Sunbling Stone, Rom. 9. 33. God would not ſa- 


tisfy every one. There was inward Power in 
Chriſt, and outward Meanneſs, and many times 


de did exert and put forth his inward Power; 


1 Pet. 2. 7. To them that believe be is precious; but 


to others a Stone of Stumbling, and @ Rock of Offence. 
2 
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much outward Meanneſs and Reproach laid upon 
his ways, as to harden them againſt them. If you 
will know the Reaſon why ſo many are prejudiced | 
againſt the ways of Chriſt, tis becauſe they ſee no. 
thing in them worthy of their choice, O tis a | 
great Mercy of God for any to ſee the Beauty of 
Religion through the Clouds of Meanneſs, Afflicti. 
ons, . Self-denial, and all thoſe Troubles to which 
it ingageth Men. 
..) Do not deſpiſe things for their Meannehk, | 

for ſo thou mayſt coademn the ways of God. God 

will have his People love him for his own fake, not 
for the outward Accommodation and Advantages | 
we have by him. As tis faid, John 6. 26. Teſw | 
. anſwered them and ſaid, Yerily verily I ſay unto you, 

Te ſeek me not becauſe ye ſaw the Miracle, but becauſe | 

ye did eat of the Loaves and were filled. Princes try 

the Affections of their Subjects moſt, when they | 
come to them in a Diſguiſe, and veil their Majeſty 
under the plaineft Garb; and ſo did Chriſt to the 

World, and till does to this day. He ſuffereth 
this Stumbling-block, to fee if we will look be- 
yond it. As there was Meanneſs in the outward 
_ Habitude of Chriſt's Perſon, ſo there is now in 
the Adminiſtration of his Kingdom ; as appears 
by conſidering, 8 | 
 _ I That the Ordinances are weak to Appear- 

ance, there is nothing but plain Words, plain! 

Bread and Wine in one Ordinance, and only Wa- 

ter in another. The ſimple Plainneſs of the Or- 
dinances is an Obſtacle to Mens Believing : they 
would fain bring in Pomp, but that will maral. 
When there were wooden Chalices, there wer 
golden Prieſts. God would have his Ordinance | 
Ae himſelf, ſimple and full of Virtue. The Tz} 
© bernacte was all Gold within, but covered wit 
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Skins without. This ſtumbleth the World 


they ſee nothing but Badgers Skins; 2 Kings 5. 12. 
Are not Abana and Pharpar, Rivers of Damaſcus, 
better than all the Waters of \ſracl ? What, no 
greater thing to be done for my Health ? I might 
have done thus at home. So ſome are apt to ſay, 
We had better read at home, than wait upon ſuch 
plain Preaching : But remember, tis Sod's Or- 
dinance, and that puts a Value upon it. 

2. Theſe Ordinances are adminiſtred by weak 
Men: Many times God ſingletn out the meaneſt. 
Our Saviour ſent Fiſher-men to conquer the 
World, and made ule of a Gooſe-Quill to wound 

Shepherd was 
commiſſioned to deliver Iſrael God makes uſe of 
Amos, who was an Herdiman, to declare his 
Will, Amos 1, 1. So Elba the great Prophet was 
taken from the Plough, 1 Kings 19. 19. And ma- 
ny times God makes uſe of young Men, fach as 
Paul, whoſe very Perton cauſeth Prejudice ;.. young 


Samuel, young Timothy, Men of mean Deſcent; 


low Parentage, and of no great Appearance ' in 


. the World. 


3. The Manner how tis by them managed; 


which is not in ſuch a politick inſinuating way, as 


to beguile and deceive, and as if they were to ſerve 
their own ends. 2 Cor. 1. 12. the Apoltle faith, 
Our Rejoicing is this, the Teſtumony of our Conſcience, 
that in Sim licity and godly Sincerity, not with fleſbly 
Wiſdom, we bave our Converſation among you. He 


calleth it carnal Wiſdom to uſe any under-hand 


dealing to gain Eſteem to their way, or to go in 
any by-path out of Chriſt's way. They did no- 
thing deceitfully and cloſely, but what they open- 
ly held forth. And fo now the leſs there is of 
F 3 worldly 


* 


their Generation than the Children of Light. 


ag 
of the Rulers, or the P 
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worldly Wiſdom, the more God 
Luke 16. 8. The Children 


, 


of this World are wiſer in 


4. The Perſons by whom tis entertained, The 
Poor: James 2. 5. Hath not God choſen the Poor of 
this World to be rich in Faith? Uſually God's true 


People are the meaneſt and moſt contemptible, not 
being ſo noted for outward . as others: 
ngs of his 


Mat. 11. God revealeth the thi 
dom to Babes, 


rh 
saß 


Men deſtitute of outward 


encies. This hath been always a great Prejudice | 
John 7. 48. Have ay 
bariſees, believed on him? Hare 
the great Men, the great Scholars, cloſed with 


ainſt Chriſt's Doctrine: 


ur Ile graeral drife of it is to make den dan 
5s. T al drift of it is to make Men den 
their Pleaſures, to overlook their Concernments, 
to deſpiſe the World, to hinder unjuſt Gain, to 


the World are moſt contrary to Chriſtianity : As 
tion, to put 


ompenſ 
Blind, and the Lame, 


ompenſed at the Reſurrettion of the 


a great Prejudice againſt the ways of Chriſt. 
xerefore do not deſpiſe Perihes or Things op 


walk contrary to the honorary Cuſtoms and Faſhi- | 
ons of the World. If Men would be Chriſtians 
indeed, they will find that the uſual Cuſtoms of 


ompenſe thee, for | 
Bo to make a Man contented, tho he and | 
Family ſhould be in a mean Condition, tho he | 
ſo great in the World as others: yet ths | 
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| OwnReaſon. Leave a Man to his Reaſon, to the 


ont 
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their Meanneſs; do not count Zeal Folly, or Re- 
ligion Weakneſs; do not reckoa them among 
Fools that are conſcientiouſly ſcrupulous. Heb. 
13. 2. tis ſaid, That ſome that entertamed Strangers, 
entertamed 2 — 2 ſome that 
things becauſe outward Appearance, 
they refuſe Chriſt unawares They may cohdema 
and reproach the very Saints and People of God, 


Men is Abomination in he Eyes A _ * 
no judging by the out ward probabili . 
8 true ſtrict Oakikianie l. diſeſteem - 
ed in the World; Mea look upon it as ſome hu- 
morous miſ-ſhapen Conceit that looketh enviouſly 
upon their Pleaſures, contrary to their Natures, 
and undefitting their Quality. That you may not 
thus deſpiſe the things that any way concern the 
Kingdom of Chriſt for their Meanneſs, I ſhall give 
you theſe four Directions. 

(i.) Beg the Spirit of God, that he would ſug- 
zeſt to you his Will and Counſel in all things. The 
Spirit of the World, or your own Spirit, will 
make you judg amiſs, and that nothing is God's 
but what is outwardly glorious; and ſo even 
Chriſt may become a Stone of Stumbling, and a 
Rock of Offence to you, and you may deſpiſe the 
greateſt Truth. The things of Chriſt's Kingdom 
are carried in a ſecret way. The Spirit telleth us 
what things are given us of God: Plain things 
muſt be ſet on by the Demonſtraticn of the Spirit, 
or elſe we ſhall ſee no Beauty in them, 1 Cor. 2. 4. 
A Chriſtian ſucketh Marrow out of that which is 
dry Bones to a natural Man. Do not truſt to your 


mere Conſiderations of Fleſh and Blood, and he 
can perceive no Beauty in the glorious ways of 


T0 you. | 
tance with God, by manifeſting their Love and 
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Chriſt. This is the cauſe why great Scholars are 

fo much miſtaken in the things ot his Kingdom. 
(2.) Walk in the ways of God, in his Fear and 

Love; keep Communion with bim, and he will 


direct ou: Pfal. 25. 14. The Secret of the Lord is 


with fear bim; be will ſhew them his Cove- 
nant. God diſcovereth himſelt particularly to his 
own People. They are his Friends, and you know 


Friends reveal themſelves mutually to one another 
in the greateſt Secrets: As Chriſt giveth the Rea- 

fon, Jobm 15. 15. I bave nd you Friends; for all 
Father, I have revealed | 


things that I bave beard of my 
Thoſe that ws 


up a continual A 


Fear of him, ſhall have divine —_— mani- 
feſted to them; Col. 1. 26. The Myſtery that was 
bid from Ages, is made manifeſt to the Saints. Truths 
that have long lain hid through many Succeſſions 


known to holy Perſons, Where there is Purity, 
there is Revelation: The pure in Heart ſhall ſee God, 


by their own Reaſon, they would contemn. 80 


alſo *rtis ſaid, Prov. 3- 32. His Secret is with the | 
Righteous. They have not only other kind of Know- 


ledg, but knowledg of the Secret of ſuch a Way 
as is veiled with Contempt, Re 
lihood to the World. Blind and carnal Men 


ſometimes ſtumble upon the deſpiſed ways of | 
h with the Saints | 


Chriſt ; but they do — ploug 
Heifer, and light their Torch at the Altar. Their 
Self-ends- and By-intereſts make them borrow 
from Truth; but 'tis with them as tis with 
Parrots, they ſpeak the Words of Men, not of 
Reaſon but Cr; they learn a Truth hy. 


and Revolutions of Ages, are at length made | 


Mat. 5. 8. They ſhall ſee more of his Truth and | 
Mind in thoſe things, which if they ſhould judg of | 


proach and Unlike- 
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tis delivered, they have been uſed to ſuck Noti- 


things not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1. That is not ſeen by 
natural Senſe or Reaſon. Tis 5@IxAu@G- Ju- 
s, the Eye, the diſcovering part of the Soul. 
As Reaſon is to a natural Man, fo is Faith to a god- 
ly Man. It carrieth a Man within the Veil: what 
cannot be made out to Senſe and Reaſon, is made 
out to Faith. Jdeo credo quia eſt impaſſibile; There- 
fore | believe becauſe tis impoſſible. Tho in your 
own Thoughts you would fain have things other- 
wiſe, yet if there be Revelation to the contrary, 
believe it ; as that there is Happineſs in Sufferings, 
that the Reproach of Chriſt is better than all the 


Treaſures of the World ; that there is Life in 


Death. Faith ſeeth that eaſy and plain, which is 
the greateſt Contradiction to Reaſon and Senſe. 
See what a Riddle St. Paul telleth you by Faith; 
2 Cor. 6.9, 10. As unknown, yet well known; as dy- 
ing, and behold we live; as chaſtened, and not killed; 

as ſorrowful, yet always vejoicing z, &s poor, yet ma- 
king-many rich ,, as baving nothing, and yet poſſeſſing 
all things. Faith maketh us ſee that in a thing, 


| Which Reaſon would tell us were the greateſt Ab- 


wrdity and Inconſiſtency in the World to believe; 


as that Abrabam ſhould ſee Chriſt before he was 


extant : The Jews were ready to ſtone Chriſt for 
faying fo ; Tour Father Abraham rejoiced to ſee my 
day, and he ſaw it and was glad. Faith captivates 
Reaſon to Scripture, and maketh a Man cloſe with 
the Revelation againſt our own Conceits and Pre- 
judices. Only take this Caution, Tho Faith ſeeth 
things impoſſible and improbable, yet they are on- 


 1y ſuch things as are revealed by God. 


F 4 


(4.) De- 
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(4.) Deny carnal Reaſon and Senſe; do not 
judg of divine things by outward A 


Ear hath not heard, nor bath it entred into the He 

Aan to conceive what God bath prepared for them 
#bas love bim that is, carnal Eyes, carnal Senſe, 
and carnal Thoughts: Weighing that Place with 
the Context, that ſeemeth to be the meaning. To 


not appear ſo. Now becauſe this Rule is general, 
I ſhall a little reſtrain it by theſe Particulars. 
Do nor caſt away any thing of Chriſt, be- 


_ eauſ: *ris deſpiſed or diſcountenanced. Take heed, | 


a Saint may ſuffer under a meg Name. 


Chriſt was a deſpiſed Branch, a Root out of a — | 


Ground : And Chriſtianity was contemned 
of the ill Name and common Cry a 
Chriſtians offend in blind Zeal, 
things before they have tried them. Tho the 
Cenfare be righs, "tis ill in thee. Nicodemus ſug- 


before it hear hm, and know what he dotb? T was 2 
Phariſaical Spirit to take up a Prejudice, and not 
to be willing to hear what might be ſaid for it. 
Twas the Miſery of the Primitive Chriſtians, that 


they could not be heard to fpeak out. Nolentes au- 
dire quod auditum damnare non poſſunt; Men are un- 


willing to hear that which they are reſolv'd to 


condemn as ſoon as heard. It nds be Confuta- 


tion enough, if Men did but know the Beauty of | 
the ways of Religion. Tis always this haſty Zeal | 


which rejedeth things publick Sc with- | 
out due trial : deg y and ry ſpeak. 


Tho it be a deſpiſed and ualikely way, tis like 
' thou mayeſt find ſomewhat of God in it. 
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they condemn 


ppearance. 
Hear what the Apoſtle faith 5 Eye bath not 229 
art 


an ordinary Reaſon, or Eye, or Ear, things would | 


| 
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geſted good Advice, Doth our Law judg any Man | 
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2. Be- | 
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2. Becauſe tis an afflicted way. Afflicted God- 


| lineſs is a great Prejudice: But remember, God 


never intended that Truth ſhould be known by 
Pomp, nor condemned cr diſallowed for the Trou- 

dies that accompany it. The drift of Chriſtiani- 
ty is to take us off from the Hopes and Fears of the 
preſent World. Therefore he that liketh Chriſt 


and his Promiſes, is not likely to be ſeparated 


from him by Perſecution. 

* 3, Becauſe poor Men are of that way, thoſe 
that have the meaneſt Parts, and no outward Ex- 
cellencies. Mat. 11. 26. At that time Jeſus an- 
fwered and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Hea- 


ven and Eartb, becauſe thou baſt bid theſe things from 


the wiſe and prudent, and baſt revealed them unto 
Babes. The Jeſuits have charged it upon the Mi- 
niſters of France, that they were poor. Soin 
Salvian's time; Coguntur eſſe mali, ne viles babean- 
tur : Men would not be religious, becauſe they 


| would not be ranked among poor Men. So the 


Albigenſes were called the por Men of Lyons. Uſu- 
ally the Prieſts Lips preſerve Knowledg, but 
ſometimes God worxeth extra Ordinem. A ſimple 
Layick non-pluſt a Biſhop at the Council of Nice, 
and many that were very mean in the World were 

Martyrs. LM: 
4. Becauſe thon mayſt ſeem to hazard 
Wiſdom by cloſing with it. If any Man ſeem to be 
wiſe, let bim become a Fool that be may be wiſe. Thus 
I have diſpatched the firſt Obſervation, namely, 
that Chriſt's Meanneſs in his Perſon and Kingdom 
— = 4 * hindrance againſt the Entertainment 

t him; few or none believed: For be ſhall grow i 
22 W 


ume ce 
mhichis this; 1 
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the ſpecial Appointment of grow 
before him. God orders it, that the Meſſiah 
come in ſuch a manner. I ſhall be brief in hand- 
ling this Point, There is nothing about Chriſt 
but fell under God's Decree, and the ſpecial Care 
of his Providence. All the Circumſtances of his 
Birth, the Time, Place, Manner of every —_ 
ou have ſome Inſtance of it. The Counſel of 


en concerning him; yea, the moſt malicious 
Actions of the Enemies are ſpoken of as appointed 
by God, as particularly their Spite to him in his 
Death : Him being delivered by the determinate Coun- 
and Fore-knowledg of God, ye bave taken, and by 
wicked bands have crucified and ſlain. 
vered him, Pilate delivered him, and God deli- 


vered him. For of à truth againſt thy boly Child Je- 


fas, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, and the Gen- 
tiles, were gathered together to do whatſoever thy Hand 
and thy Counſel determined before to be done, Acts 4. 


27,28. Whom being delivered by the Counſel of | 


God. This was God's grand Contrivance ; here 


was his To\umumAG- copia, the manifold Wiſdom | 
of God, Eph. 3. 10. So St. Paul calleth the wiſe | 


Diſpoſition of our Salvation by Chriſt. Without 


controverſy great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God ma- 
nifeſt in the Fleſh. This was the great Myſtery. | 


When a Man is to make ſome rare Engine, he will 


look to every Scrue and Wheel, that all is ſet and 


ordered right. Here was God's great Maſter- 


Piece, in which he would ſhew himſelf, and the | 
Rea Copy of his eternal Thoughts: That's the 


Thi 


ought it to paſs, and the Scripture was frequent. 
Jy quoted, that that might be fulfilled which was 


Judas deli- 


re- 
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nifold Wiſdom of God in contriving theſe things. 


them. (3.) By preſenting to them ſuch Objects, 


Jer. 6. 21. I will lay $ 


| Ditficulty enough in them to harden them. God 
upon them. Ad- - 
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This Point affordeth us many uſeful Conſiderati- 
ons, as this Decree of God may be referred, 
1. ToChrift. 
2. To the Wicked. 
3. To the Godly. 3 
1. To Chriſt. God decreed this, and 
fulfilled it. Tis a wonder to ſee how all 
did conſpire to make Chriſt conform in 
thing to God's Counſel concerning him: As for 
inſtance, in Auguſtus his Decree, which cauſed Jo- 
Mary to go to Betblebem, where ſhe was 
delivered. It would be too long to give you the 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel. Many Providences did 
meet, that all things whatever God had decreed 
might come to paſs. Admire therefore the ma- 


Chriſt 
things 
ev 


2. In reſpect of the Wicked. God appointed 
this Meanneſs of Chriſt before them. Before them 
he ſhall ariſe up. God puniſheth Sin by occaſions 
of Sin, God may be ſaid to harden Sinners three 
ways. (I.) By leaving them to themſelves, as tis 


ſaid he left the Gentiles to their own ways, Aﬀs 


14. 16. (2.) By permitting them to enter into 


from whence their Corruption taketh occaſion to 
ſin, tho they were things good in themſelves : As 


tumbling-blocks before this Peo- 
ple. The Jews argue that Chriſt is not the Meſli- 
ah, becauſe he did not come in ſuch a way as to 
ſatisfy all his Country-men. God would have 
Chriſt mean, that all might not believe in him, 
tho not to cauſe Sin, but to promote his juſt Judg- 
ments. So God's Cauſe and Chriſt's Ways have 


purſueth his ſecret Judgments 
is, ad fer Cory agen 8 


ie Eternity of God's Thoughts to- 

Chriſt from before all Worlds was | 
to be a Captain of Salvation through 
many 11 and to undergo many Hardſhips 
for your ſakes. This of Love is a 
Refreſhment to the Spirit; and when the Soul re- 

flects upon the Meanneſs of © hriſt as the Effect of 


more Incouragement to believe. Chrift verily was 
fare-ordained before the Foundation of the World, but 
manifeſted in theſe laſt times for you. He would have 
them eſtabliſhed in that as a ſure Truth. | 
(2.) Tis a Comfort to them in their Meanneſs ; 
*tis that which is appointed. They 
formable to their Head in this reſpect. They ſhall 
undergo no Condition but what God from all E- | 


and all the Godly are ſaid to fill up what is behind | 
of the of Chriſt in their Fleſh. The. 
—_ and Chriſt make but one Body : That 
hich they ſuffer, be ſuffers; that which he ſuffer- | 


—: 3 
I now proceed to the third Obſervation, name | 


ly 3 


Dock. 3. That this Meanneſs of Chriſt was wil- 


383 2s, and Life, | 
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God's eternal Thoughts of Mercy to it, tis the | 


ſhall be con- h 


ternity had decreed for them. Col. 1. 24. P 


th, they ſuffer. The Sufferings of the Godly are 


ver. 2 the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 77 
Stock of David was quite extinct, and even come 
ſo low, that Joſepb was but a Carpenter by Pro- 
feſlion. I not this the Carpenter”s Son ? And there- 
fore is the Genealogy of Joſeph and Mary fo care- 
fully ſought out by the Evangeliſt, becauſe it was 
not commonly and publickly known that they were 
of that Lineage. The Throne of David was oc- 
ied by Herod, who was an Aſcalonite ; he was 
N q0e:(G- 777% mevG-, rather an Obſerver of the 8 
Tribute than a Ring. 

2. The Place, Betblebem, a ſmall place, not a- 
ble to make up one Diviſion in Iſrael, the leaſt of 
the Thouſands of Judah. A Man would have 
thought he ſhould have been born in ſome great 
City, as Rome or Jeruſalem ;, no, but he choſe to 
de born in Bethlehem, and ſuffered at Jeruſalem - 
he had the leaſt place to be born, but the greateſt 
to ſuffer in. And then again, he was not born in 
any ſtately Room at Betblebem, but in a Stable, 
nay in a Manger in the Stable. Chriſt would have 
all mean at his Birth. | 

3. Conſider how in every thing he was found 
in Shape like another Child, being circumciſed 
the eighth day. He ſubmitted to the Law as ſoon 
as he was born into the World, to teach his Fol- 
lowers Obedience. | 
4. Conſider the Oblation that was made for 

dim, ſuch as was made for poor People, a pair of 
Taurtle-Doves and two young Pigeons, the Poor's 
Offering. Thoſe that were not able to bring a 
Lamb, were to bring two Turtles and two young 
Pigeons, and that was accepted for an Atone- 
ment. Thus much for his Birth: yet we may 
obſerve there was ſomething Divine ſtill mingled 
with Chriſt's outward Meanneſs; as the appearis 
of the Star, the Trouble of the Jews, the wite 

ig Mens 
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diſcover ſome Glimpſes of the Deity. 
2dly. Now for his Life and manner of Appear. 
ance in the World. He was altogether found in 
faſhion as a Man, as the Apoſtle ſaith, that is, to 
outward Appearance juſt as other Men ;. for his 
Growth was as other Mens 


Soul given him at firſt, yet as he grew in Stature 


| he exerciſed and diſcover'd the Vigour of his Fa- 
culties, which is there called increaſing in Know. 
ledg, ſhewing forth in his ſeveral Ages more de- 
grees of Knowledg, that in all things he might 


conform tous. It would be too large for me to 


inſiſt upon every thing, therefore briefly take it | 
in much Toiſand Labour, | 
going to and fro; nay and probably too in mean 

Labour, in his Father's Trade; Mark 6. 3. Is mt | 


thus: His Life was ſpent 


this the Carpenter 
Carpenter's Son, but the Carpenter 


In his younger 


time he exerciſed that Trade, as Juſtin Maryy a | 


moſt antient Hiſtorian writes: He made Yokes 


and Ploughs. And when he put himſelf upon the | 


way and duty of his Miniſtry, he was in much 
Want and 
Thirſty, Jobn 4. 6. without Houſe and Home, 


Mat. 8. 20. Foxes haue Holes, and the Birds of the | 
Air bave Neſts, but the Son of Man bath not where ts | 
lay bis Head. Yea, ſo poor was he, that he had | 


not wherewith to pay his Poll-mony for his Head 


to the Romans, Mart. 17. 27. Therefore Peter u 


ain to go to the Sea, and catch a Fiſh, I will not 
touch upon thoſe that eſpecially take in his Suffer- 


ins, dat ui fall in the next Verſe; only take . 


Mens Report and Offerings. By theſe things God 
would leave them without excuſe, and under this 


by degrees: And Jeſu 
mcreaſed in Wiſdom and Stature, and in favour with 
God and Man. Tho he had a moſt perfect Divine | 


, the Son of Mary? Not only the 


> he was an hungry, Mat. 4. 2. | 
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the Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
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tice how he was hunted upand down by the Phari- 
ſees, how he was ſcorned and derided by thent, 
ſo far as it reflects upon his Weakneſs, as Lule 16. 
14. iftpwrThgior They blew their Noſe at him 
in great ſcorn, as the word may be rendred. Nay, 
when he would ſhew any Royalty, and come as a 
King to Sion, he came riding upon the Foal of an 


Als, A1at. 21. 5. 


Uſe 1. O then be exhorted, 
1. To admire the Love of God, that he ſhould 


ſtoop to ſuch a low Condition for your ſakes. Here 
is a large Field for Meditation; expatiate 


Thoughts then, and trace Chriſt in all the Hiſto- 
ry of his Life, from the Cradle to the Grave, 


from the Stable to Golgotha, and ſee what a mean 


and contemptible Life he led. HR 

2. Faithfully apply it, and fay, All this was 
done for my good. The Scriptures do not only 
take notice of Chriſt's Humiliation, but of the 
very endof it. Moſt read the Hiſtory of Chriſt 
as a Man would do a Romance, to be a little af- 
fected with it for a time; they take notice what 
is but not why ; there is not that faithful 
A Gal. 4. 4, 5. When the Fulneſs of 
Time was come, God ſent bis Son made of a Woman, 


made under the Law, to redeem us that were under the 


Law, that we might receive the Adoption of Sons. 
Mark the end, and ſay, this was done for me, for 
us is too Why was Chriſt ſo mean? Id 
was that I might be rich ; 2 Cor. 8. 9. For ye know 
| Chriſt, that tho be was 
rich, yet for your ſakes be became poor, that ye through 
bis Poverty might be ich: Rich in Grace, and rich 
in Comfort. -, the word fignificth he be- 


| came a Beggar, not that he did beg, but he lived | 


in continnal need of a Supply, and would ſome. 


times put forth ſome Glimpſes of his Divinity to | 


ja wy we" his Welcome; Lale 19. 5. Zacheus, 
make baſte and come down, for to day I muſt abide at 
thy Houſe. Yet I ſay, Chriſt put himſelf upon 


minum, obſcuratur pro 
*Tis for our ſakes that he who is altogether lovely 


lovely and beautiful ; he was without 
that bis Church might be comely, without ſpot or 


was beſmeared with Blood, that the Church might 
be without ſpot. 
Meanneſs was * 


y in judgment for a Stum- 


bling-block to the Wicked, but in Mercy to the | 


Godly. If he had diſcovered his 


at firſt, 


l and then the Work of our | 


Redemption had ſtood fill. T 2 — 


vation of St. Auſtin, quoted by Aquinas, Dum 

nia mirabiliter fecit, auferret quod miſericorditer fee 
If he had done all things wonderfully, he had 

done nothing mercifully. Chriſt's Meanneſs, as 


it is a great Mercy to Mankind, fee that it be 


to you. 


Uſe 2. ts Information; i informeth us then; 
1. That Poverty and Meanneſs is not 
ful. Chriſt himſelf was a 


the out-ſide, as if the Horſe were the better for 


: Prov. 19. 1. | 
waſketh in bis Integrity, thaske that is perverſe in bs 


this Meanneſs for our ſakes. Specioſus pre filits bo. | 
filiis hominum, ſaith 12 


in himſelf, had no Form, that we might be made | 


wrinkle, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Eph. 5. 27. He | 


Tis good'o obſerve that Chr 


which the World doteth upon. Men Jook upon | 
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dach leaſt. This diſpoſerh the Soul to bear- 
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Ver.2. the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah. 35 


Lips. A Man is rightly eſteem'd by his internal 
Qualifications. One holy Saint is to be preferred 
above all the rich Men that abound in the greateſt 
Affluence of Eſtate and Pomp. It ſhould be fo 


with all, much more with the Godly. *Tis a Re- 


proach to Chriſt to contemn any Man for his Po- 
verty, becauſe he is meaner in the World than we: 
Prov. 14. 31. He that deſpiſeth the | Poor 1 | 

his Maker. Can I believe that ever you would ho- 


nour Chriſt, who deſpiſe the Poor ? Would you 
not him too? He that deſpiſeth the Poor, re- 


proacheth his Saviour. *Tis the moſt contrary 
Affection to the Chriſtian Religion, OR 
2. It informs us, that Poverty ſhould not be irk- 
ſom to us. Chriſt underwent it before you, his A- 
poſt les were baſe in the World's Eye; 1 Cor. 4. 13. 
We are made as the Filth of the World, and are the 
Off-ſcouring of all tbings ; counted the Scurf of the 
rth, Chriſt choſe this kind of Life, a holy 
Meanneſs, and therefore be not troubled. Pover- 
ty is a great 3 4 and layeth a Man 
open to many a Diſadvantage, Sc Contempt 
and Refuſal. But conſider, Chriſt hath — 
it in his own Perſon, and he honoureth it to this 
very day. If there be any reſpect of Perſons with 
God, he reſpecteth the Poor, and reveals moſt 
of himſelf to them : The Poor receive the Goſpel, 
Mat. 11. 5. Twill alſo leave in the midſt of thee an 
afflicted and poor People, and they ſhall truſt in the 
Name of the Lord, Ry 12. God hath pre 
__ the Eſteem of a be 7 What is 
ng one way, is more upplied in 
another; ſo that thoſe that have — ama 
em, are juſtly accounted the moſt excellent. 
Every Condition I confeſs hath its Snares, but Po- 


ken 


1 Phattica Expoſition upon 
ken to divine things, that their outward Defetts' 


may be made up in ſome inward Excellency. Eve. | 
.Iy thing naturally ſeeketh after a — on its | 


| 


Riches of "thoſe Graces that are in their 


"wants: And therefore as it is in outward things, 
Perſpps that; are. themſelves deformed are =— 
deeply ſtricken with the love of Beauty in others, 
that. they may cover their own wants, by linking 
themſclves with that abundance of Perfection that 
fy ſpy in them; ſo the Godly Poor are more dif- 
orcas to hearken 'to Religion, becauſe more ſenſi- 
of their Defeds, that the Meanneſs of their 
dut ward Eſtate may be covered and fatisfied for, 
by; the 
Souls. And indeed as theſe are fitter to receive a 
nifeſtation, ſo God doth moſt manifeſt himſelf 
© them the firſt Report that was made of Chriſt 
c to Shepherds and poor Swains. There. 

e on theſe — Poverty is not ſo irkſom. 


oe 3. Is Inſtruction, it teacheth us divers Leſ- 
Was Chriſt both in Birth and manner of 

App rance.ia the World mean? Then, 
7 18 teacheth us Humility, that he ſhould emp- 


e. The Apoſtle ſets out this Pattern excel- 
atly ; Phil. 2. 6, 7, 8. Who being in the Form of 
God, thought it no Robbery to be equal with God, but 
made Vimnſelf of no Reputation, and took upon bim the 
Form: of a Servant, and was made in the Likeneſs of 
175 and being found in faſbion as a Man, be bum- 


th bimſelf ot all his Glory, and live in a mean 


himſelf, and became obedient unto Death, even 
Death of the Croſs. He deveſted himſelf of all 


s Koyalty, that he might teach us this Pattern 


of Humility. Moſt Men love to live to the utmoſt, | 


in 2 prond pompous way, and diſdaining of others 


*r ſee Chriſt, when ke might have zer Ma- 
Js 
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jeſty, held forth nought but Poverty. And in- 
deed it was principally to teach us this l eſſon: 
Mat. 11. 29. Learn of me, for | am meck, and low- 
| ty of Heart. He doth not fay, learn ot me, quia 
potens ; but, learn of me, quia bumilis ſum : not 
| learn of me, for | am powerful; but learn of me, 
| | for | am meek and lowly. Chriſt is not to be i- 


mitated in his Power, but he is to be imitated 
in his Graces. Not learn of me to do Miracles, 
to create the World, but to be lowly, and hum- 
ble-minded. This is the great Pattern and Copy 
that God hath ſer us, to wit, Humility. 

2. To be mean and low for Chriſt, as he was 
for you. Chriſt was poor, that you might be 

rich; rich in Peace, Joy, Comfort, Salvation. Can 
| you find ſuch a rare Inſtance as would be poor for 
Chriſt, that he may be rich in his Glory, in his 
Ordinances, in the Safety of his Servants? We 
bave read of many that have been poor for their 
Luſts, they have prodigally laviſhed away their 
Eſtates upon their Pleaſures; but very few have 
| been poor for Chriſt : Phil. 2.5. Ler the ſame Aind 

be in you that was in Jeſus. The Apoſtle applieth 
it to Humility, and we may alſo to the ſame pur- 
poſe. Do you have as bountiful a Diſpoſition to 
| God, as Chriſt had for you. Can any thing be 
| too much for him? If a Man truly ſerveth God, 


\ i. ot kB. A. bd = 


he would come as near him as poſſibly he could. 
Well, Chriſt caſt away his Glory for you; do you 

calt away your Riches for Chriſt, not by a vowed 
Poverty, but by a voluntary laying out your ſelves 

| for his Word, his Cauſe and Goſpel. Tis not 
waſte, where all is due: and indeed nothing is 
loſt that is laid out upon God. Mat. 10. 39. He 
that finderh bis Life ſhall loſe it and be that loſeth bis 
2» Therefore if you do, 
2 as 


I 
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as Aba his Dial, go back ten degrees in your E- 
ſtate or outward Pomp, the nearer will you come 
to the Pattern. There is one who has quitted 
more for you, than you can poſſibly quit for him. 


But [ ſhall proceed to the next Doctrine. 


Doct. 4. That Chriſt is ſo outwardly mean, that 


the Men of the World do not any way deſire bim e or, 
T bat carnal Men do ſee nothing in Chriſt wherefore 


they ſhould deſire bim. To his Spouſe he is all Beau- | 


ty, altogether lovely; but to them there was no 
Beauty why they ſhould deſire him. 
The Reaſons of the Point are theſe : 


1. Becauſe carnal Men negle& the Study of | 
Chriſt; their Hearts are fo taken with the things 
of Senſe, and the Beauty of the Creatures, that | 
they do nòt look any further. We are not much 
atietcd with an unknown Beauty: things that we 
know only by a general Hearſay do not work upon 


us. Chriſt muſt be in our Thoughts, before he 


can be in our Deſires. The Jews looked upon | 


Chriſt's Outſide, and therefore minded him no 
further: So Men hear of Chriſt in a flight way; 


ſo far as they know him by the common Noiſe and | 
Report, ſo far they cloſe with him. But they do | 
not ſee why they ſhould deſire him. And flight | 


Apprehenſions ſtir up but weak Affections. The 


Spouſe diſplayeth every part of Chriſt, to work | 


upon her Bowels: Cant. 5. from 10, to 16. % 
Beloved is white and 


are as the Eyes of Doves 


waſhed with Milk, and finely ſet . His Checks ave 456 | 

Bed of Spices, as ſweet Flowers; bis Lips like Lillie, 

unn ject ſmelling Ayreb : His Hands ave © 
| Cal 
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ruddy, the cbiefeſt among ten | 
thouſand : His Head is as the moſt fine Gold, bis | 
Locks are buſky, and as black as a Raven His Hes 
by the Rivers of Waters, 
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-oid Rings, ſet with the Beryl; bis Belly is as bright 
22 with A4. his Legs are as piles 
of Marble ſet upon Sockets of fine Gold : His Counte- 
nance is as Lebanon, excellent as the Cedars : His 
Mouth is moſt ſweet , yea, be is altogetber lovely. 
This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend, O Daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem. The Apoſtle wondreth that 
the Galati ans ſhould not obey the Truth, when 
Jeſus Chriſt was evidently ſet forth and crucified 
among them before their Eyes, Gal. 3. 1, It was 
ſo in the Word, but not ia their Thoughts. Mens 
Hearts are wedded to the Creatures, and fo the 
Breaſts of their own Roe ſatisfy them, and 
therefore they do not gaze upon other Beauties. 

2. Becauſe they rejcct Chriſt, he is not for their 
turn ; nay, he is quite contrary to their ends. 
Carnal Men have not all the fame ends, but they 
all agree in this, their ends are carnal. Thoſe 
that would not come to the Wedding-ſupper, 
ſome had their Farm, ſome their Merchandize to 
mind, another had marry'd a Wife, aud therefore 
could not come; all ſaid, they could not come : 
Mar. 22. 5. They all made light of it, and went their 
ways, So they all deſpiſed Jeſus Chriit. Some 
wicked Men make Riches their end: Now fee 
what Chriſt ſaith, Mat. 19. 24. It is eaſier for 4 
Camel to go through the Eye of a Needle, than for a 
rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of God. It is by 
the great Power of God that a rich Man is ſaved, 
as it followeth, All things are poſſible with God, Now 
Chriſt is not fora rich Mans turn. Chriſtianity 
furniſheth Men with Precepts, not only againſt 
unjuſt Gain, but mere delires of Gain, or delight 
in Gain, It contains Precepts, that the Kingdom 
of God is to be ſought firſt, and his Righteouſ- 
neſs: And we are to look to theſe things from 
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86 A Practice Expoſition upon 
God for an additional Supply: Mat. 6. 33. After 
theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek. Lis not a Chri- 


ſtian but a Paganiſh Spirit that maketh Men fo in- 


ordiaate in the purſuit of Gain. Then for Ho- 
nour, Preferment, or Applauſe, the Scripture is 
peremptory againſt it: John 5. 44. How can ye be- 
lie ve who ſeek Honour one of another, and not the Ho- 
nour that cometh from God only 2 This purſuing of 
Glory, Hopour and Renown, is incompatible with 


a Chriſtian Affection. The Force of the Argument | 
lieth thus: How can thoſe that ſeek Honour, be- 
lieve in him that contemneth Honour? Only he is 


fit to believe in God, that maketh eternal Life 
the end of his Delires and Endeavours, which is 
called -the Glory that cometh from God. The 
like Argument is uſed by the Apoſtle, Gal. 1. 10. 
For if I yet pleaſed Men, I ſhould not be the Servant of 
Chriſt. He did not labour to frame his Doctrine 
and Life fo as might be plealing and ſutable to the 
Affections of Men. Pride and Ambition are the 


moſt unſutable Aﬀections to Religion that can be. 
There is ſich an Antipathy between what God 


liketh and Men like, that tis impoſſible they ſhould 
de in the ſame Soul. Then for Pleaſures; there 


are Men that have quit humane Nature, and are 
ſo far from deſiri ng Chriſt, that they do not deſire 


a free uſe of their Reaſon. Reaſon is not for their 
turn, and therefore certainly Religion is not. 
This is the very Affection that is in the brute 


Beaſts. They have ſome general Object, a ſenſu- 


al Good, only they differ in the particular Modi- 
fication of the Object: Beaſts are for Graſs and 
Water, theſe for Meats and Drinks. All the uſe 
they make of their Reaſon, is to be more curious 
than the Beaſts in their choice: And therefore 
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Chriſt is not for their ends. Strait is the Gate, and 
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true differencing Note between ns and the Men of 
the World: Whether we ſee any thing in C 
why we ſhould defire him. And it is both ap in- 


vera. the 53 cb of Iſaiab. 87 


narrow is the way that leadeth unto Life, Mat. 7. 12. 
'Tis ſpoken ſpecially in oppoſition to the Volup- 
tuous. The Ways of God are fenced up with 
Thorns to them: Prov. 15. 19. The way of a floth- 


ful Man is as an Hedg of Thorns. Every thing is 


grievous and troubleſome that requireth Care and 
Diligence. Thus they reje& Chriſt, becauſe he 
is not ſutable to them. | hos 

Io apply it now. 1 "in 

Uſe 1. It ſerveth for Information, to teach ns 
the Difference -between God's People and carnal 
Men. To God's People he is all their Deſire : 
To carnal Perſons there is nothing deſirable in 


| him. Tis good to obſerve their feveral Verdicts 


of him: 1 Pet, 2. 7. To you that believe be is preci- 
ous, but to them that be diſubedient, the Stone which 


the Builders diſallowed, the ſame is made the Head of 


the Corner, and a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of 
Offence. To the World he is bate and ignomini- 
ous; Pſal. 22. 7. A Worm and no Man, a Reproach 
of Men, and deſpiſed of the Feople. To the Spouſe 
glorious and full of Allurements ; Pſal. 45. 2. Thou 


art fairer than the Children of Mcn : Grace is poured 
into thy Lips. To the World he appear'd deform- 


ed and contemptible : Ifa. 52. 14. Many were aſto- 
ned at thee ;, bis Viſage was ſo marred more than an 
Man, and his Form more than the Sons of Men. But 
quite contrary to the Spouſe, Cant. 5. 10. My Be- 
loved is the faireſt of ten Thouſand. The Hebrew 
word ſignifieth an Enſign-bearer. In the World's 


view there is no Form nor Comelineſs in him, he 
is without Beauty: To the Spouſe be is altogetber 


lovely, Cant. 5. 16. Well then, you ſee here is the 


838 A Prattical Expoſition bos 
cluſive and an excluiive Mark» Some Marks are 
inclusive; that is, if a Man find them in him, be 
may be ſure he js in Chriſt ;, but if not, he is not 
to determine he is out of Chriſt : As the eminent 


and vigorous Workings of holy Graces, they do | 


not take in every State of Chriſtianity, they do 
not take in the 
are excluſive ; that is thus, they knock off the 
Fingers. of Pr 
out of Grace, but not in : As frequenting of the 


Ordinances, a Care of Duty; if a Man not 
he may be ſure he is none of God's, 
tho he cannot be ſure he is of God, becauſe he doth 
them. But now this is a Mark that is incluſive | 


theſe things, 


and exclufive too. Tis incluſive, for if your De- 


looketh to the Heart more than to the Duty; 
Prov. 23. 36. My Son, give me thy Heart, And 


Deſires are the chiefeſt part of that. Deſires are | 
moſt genuine and ſutable to the Judgment and De- 
termination of the Soul. They are a Mark in | 


which God's weakeſt Servants may comfort them- 


ny Defects in their Carriage and in their Duties, 


If they cannot be much in Duty, they will be much 


in their Deſires and Valuations of him. Peter | 
ppeal to his own Conſcience for | 


that durſt not a | 
ather things, dareth appeal to God's Omniſciency 
' fox this; John 21. 17. Lord, tbau knoweſt all things, 
thaw knoweſt that ] love thee. And the People of 
Jod often youch this, Iſa. 26. 8. The Deſire of ow 
Soph is to thy Name, Neth. J. 11. Thy — 


Infancy of Grace. Other Marks | 


and ſerve to ſhew a Man | 


fires be to Chriſt, no doubt he is yours. 'Tisa 
true Mark, and a Mark that is compatible to the | 
Weakneſs of Grace. Tis a true Mark, for God | 


| ſelves. Thoſe that fail in other things, are not | 
wanting in Deſires. However they may have ma- 


yet they are ſure their Deũres are towards him. | 
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deſire to fear thy Name. Therefore 'tis comforta- 
ble, and tis convincing too, and excluſive, Wick- 
ed Men feel no Delires, they have ſome flights 
Wines, carval and weak Velleities, but they have 
no ſerious Delires, nor true Volitions. Ralaam 
may wiſh to die the Death of the Righteous, 
Numb. 23. 10. So they may deſire Chriſt out of 
ſome general Conceit of Happineis but they do 


not defire Chriſt for Holineſs. So there is no 


Beauty in him why we ſhould deſire him. They 
do not deſire him, as ſeeing any Beauty in his 
ways; John 6. 34. Lord, evermore give us this 
Bread, When Chriſt ſaid, He was the Bread of 
Life, thoſe that would not come to Chriſt, would 
fain have the Bread of Life. Nay, Heaven it ſelf 
is not really defired by wicked Men: ”tis true, 
they may deſire it in a carnal way, as a Turkiſh 
Paradiſe, and ſuch a Place of Faſe and Delight as 
the Alcoran ſets forth; but not as it is in it ſelf, 
to injoy God, and Chriſt, and more Grace, and to 
be more free and undiſturbed in reſpe& of the 
prevailing of Sin and Corruptions. Thoſe that 
defire Chriſt truly, deſire him not for Eaſe, (the 
Spirit of the World may do that) but from the 
Beauty and Excellency they find in him, and in 
his ways. His Service is of a high and konovrable 
Nature, and therefore they deſire it. So that you 


ſee here is the Note of Trial, and the main Diffe- 


rence, vi. adeliring of Chriſt for the rare Beau- 
ty and Perfections that are found in him. Do you 
then try your ſelves by this Note. But that yon 
may not deceive your ſelves in this matter, I will 


_ give jou a few Notes. I will not ſpeak any thing 


of the cauſe of Deſires. A high Value and Price 
ſet upon Chriſt, and a ſeeing rich Beautys in him, 


of that 1 ſhall ſpeak in the next Verſe, * 


go A Prattical Expoſition ap 
ly treat now of the Effects of this Deſire: If it be 


earneſt and ſtrong after him, it will be manifeſted 


by theſe things. 

1. A holy Impatiency in the want of Chriſt. 
When we ſtrongly defire a thing, the Heart faint- 
eth under the want of it. Ammon was lick for 74. 
mar, 2 Sam. 13. 1, 2, 3, 4. And the Spouſe was 
ſick of Love for Chriſt, Cant. 5. 8. The Soul lan. 
guiſhes with a holy Deſire of the Senſe of his Mer- 
cy, with a longing after Pardon, and Grace, and 
Quickening, and Life, and what is to be found in 


Chriſt. They can find no Reſt in themſelves till 


they do injoy it: Pal. 42. 1. As the Hart panteth 


after the Water-brooks, ſo doth my Soul pant after thee | 


O God. Thirſt is the moſt 14. Impreſſion 
that can be upon the Body; 


Thirſt is mightily increaſed when it is hunted: 


And mark, *tis the She-Hart, for ſo the Seventy | 


read it, M eA«@G-, The Sbe- Hart pantetb after the 
I/ater-brooks, Paſſions in Females are ſtronger than 
in the Males. As the She-Hart panteth when 
Chaſed, ſuch a Rage of Thirſt was there in his Soul 
till it were ſatisfied with God, and refreſhed with 


ſuch a reſtleſs and ſtrong Deſire ; try if there be 


tions, that nothing can ſatisfy but Chriſt, that 
you cannot be quiet till you have him. Was your 


Heart never chaſed into a Panting for the Water- | 


Brooks? Some are haunted fo by the gaſtly Ap- 
prehenſions of God's Wrath, that they have no 
Eaſe, no Reſt. But certainly all that love Chriſt, 


t their Souls are 


of their Sins and Miſeries, 


the Comforts of Jeſus Chriſt. Search then for | 
ſuch an Ardency and Earneſtneſs upon your Aﬀe- | 


put 


Creature cannot 
de quiet till it be quenched. Now of all Crea- 
tures the Hart is moſt thirſty by Nature, and the | 


are chaſed into a Panting ; they have ſuch a ſenſe | 
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the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. gr 
put into an earneſt Expectation of the Mercies of 
riſt. 

_ An holy Indignation ; Paſſions uſually ſerve 
and accompany one another. If there be an holy 


|| pefire, there will be an holy Anger: And this is 


at two things. 3 
(i.) At any thing that would rival the Affection. 
(2.) At what would hinder the Injoyment of 
the Object. @ 3 
(..) At any thing that would rival Chriſt in the 
Affection. There is a Scorn that any thing ſhould 


come in competition with him, that we ſhould 


have ſo much as a thought that any thing were 
worthy but Chriſt : Phil. 3. 8. I count all things but 
Loſs and Dung that I may win Chriſt. Any outward 
Excellency in compariſon of him is but ozcpaks, 
Dogs Meat. It thinketh the worſt Name good 
enough for any thing that ſhall come in competi- 
tion with him. And in ſuch a cafe Gold is not 


| Gold, but Dogs Meat ; Honour is not Honour; 


Pleaſure is not Pleaſure ; but all is Dung and Dogs 
Meat. You know in a natural way things have 
their due reſpect from us, till they be compared 

with what we deariy love and prize, then no term 
is bad enongh for them. So here, the Sonl doth 
even abhor the thought that Chriſt and other 
things ſhould be ſpoken ot the ſame day, which 
otherwiſe might have fairer Reſpects and Valuati- 
ons from the Soul. *Tis worth your Obſervation, 
to ſee how the Saints do abominate the thonghr, 


that any thing ſhould be ſuppos'd to ſatisfy them 
wichout or beſides Chriſt ; Pſal. 4 6. There be ma- 


ny that ſay, bo will ſhew us any Good ? Lord, lift up 

the Light of thy Countenance upon us. O Lord, do 

not think we are of that ſtrain. *Tis the Many, 

the Men of the Multitude that think ſo; they 
X 3 i 
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gz A Praia Expoſition upon 
ſpeak as if they would not own.ſuch an unworthy 
Thought, nor entertain any Reſolution to proſti- 
tute their Deſires to any ſenſual Good. God ſhall 
not turn them away ſo. If they ſhould have all 


be contented. Te ipſum Domine da, quod peto, 
mine da te ipſum; as Auſtin crieth out; Thy ſelf, 


Lord, thy ſeif Lord. They are angry with them. | 


ſelves if any pleaſing Thought ſhould ariſe, any 


other Way, any vain Conceit, that they ſhould be | 
happy _ God and Chriſt. *Tis an ex- 
cellent ſaying 


of one, Tædet gaudere fine Te, de- 


things elſe, tis irkſom to them to think they ſhould ' 
Do. | 


leckat contriſtari pro Te. They had rather mourn | 


for God, than delight without him. All their 
Comforts are irkſom to them, if they have not 
Chriſt with them. Try then, 1s there ſuch a zea- 
lous Indignation againſt falſe Thoughts in y 
Comforts ? In what caſe do you think your ſelves? 


your Deſires be to Chriſt, you will be angry with 
pour perverſe Hearts that keep you from him. 

When a Man deſireth to fin, he is angry with God 
_ becauſe he cometh in with his Law, and ſteppeth 
between us and our Deſires ; Rom. 8. 7, The carnal 
Mind is Enmity againſt God, for tis not ſubjed to the 
Lam, neither indeed can be. So when the Delires 
are ſet and bent upon 
himſelf, that he is fo clog 


munion with him as he deſires: 2 Cor. 5. 4. Fu 
* | 


Happy is the People that is in ſuch a caſe. If that be 
a thought that is pleaſing to your Minds, tis a 
g 


good fen. 3 : 
(2.) Indignation againſt what hindreth the In- | 

joyment of the Object. A Man is angry with | 

what cometh between him and his Deſires. If 


Chriſt, a Man is angry with | 
ged and weighed down | 
with the Fleſh, that he cannot injoy ſuch full Com- | 


: 
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waiteth for thee more than they 


| the whole Man. Deſires are the moſt vi 
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And David crieth out, Pſal. 120. 5. Ve is me that 
I ſojourn in Meſech, that I dwell in the Tents of Ke- 
dar! d T2044, my Pilgrimage is 

that 


ſtill there is ſuch a Strangeneſs between them and 


They are angry with their own baſe Hearts, 
Chriſt. 


3. Twill cauſe a holy waiting. Thoſe that de- 
fired the Coming of the Meſſiah, waited for him ; 
Simeon, Luke 2. 25. Waiting for the Conſolation 


as 
of Iſrael. Earneſt Expectation is the formal and 
moſt proper effect of the Deſire of any thing. 


Look as tis ſaid of Siſera's Mother, Judges 5. 28. 
She looked out at a Window, and cried through the Lat- 
tice, Why is his Chariot ſo long in coming? She would 
fain meet with it as far as ſhe could with her Eyes. 
And ſo it is ſaid, Rom. 8. 19. The earneſt Expecta- 


tion ef the Creature waiteth for the Manifeſtation of 


the Sons of God. amTztIxxtTo, the Creature lifts 
up the Head, would fain fee the general Reſtau- 
ration of all things in the World: So the Soul 
lifteth up the Heart, it would fain ſee Chriſt co- 
ming to it in this or that Ordinance ; with a great 
deal of longing they expect when he will draw 
their Hearts to himſelf. Pſal. 130. 6. 4 Son 
that watch for the 
Morning , yea, more than they that watch for the 


4. Another Effect is a Command over 


94 A Practical Expoſition upon 
Men have for the things 
ſeg theſe things a little ieverally. 


1, It will take up your Thoughts. Our Thoughts 
will be converſant about what we deſire. We 


love to feed upon the ſweet of thoſe things that | 


we long for, to injoy them in our Meditations be- 


fore we really and actually injoy them. Thoughts | 


are the Pulſes of the Heart, you may know by 
them how it beats. When Deſires are at a high 
pitch, we ſhall not be able to put off thoſe plez- 
hag [maginations that concern the Object of theſe 


Delires. Nay, they will haunt the Mind in the 
time of our uſual Repoſe and Reſt : Iſa. 26. 9. 
With my Soul haue I deſired thee in the Night, yea, | 
with my Spirit within me will I ſcek thee early. Night | 
and Morning all their Mind was upon this, how 


they ſhould get God. 


2. It will challenge more of your Time and 
Care. When Men will make bold with God ra- 
ther than their own Occaſions, tis a ſign they are 
but coldly affected to him. If your, Deſires be to | 


Chriſt, your Care and Time will be more laid out 
upon him; you will rather borrow from your 


ſelves, your own Pleaſures and Buſineſs, than | 


borrow from God. I confeſs a Man that is in a par- 


ticular Calling, and is to provide for a Wife and | 


Family, mult neceſſarily ſpend more time in the 
World than he can in Religion. But when he be- 
grudgeth all Time to God, or thinketh all loſt 
that is f pent in Duty, tis a fign there is little De- 
— Chriſt. When we are where we would 
be, Time goeth too faſt for us. Therefore try 
how it is with thee in 


much that is ſpent in Duty? If the Heart goeth 


out that way, all will be too little: As Mens De- 
fires are; ſo their Time goeth away. Job 21. « 


of the World. Let u 
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point of Religion: Is all too 


Deere 


| Ver. 2. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 95 


SS Xw ” a A RA eo * =o 0 Ow 


.worth our Endeavours. 


BY on RY PT of 6 =©S 7 


cel things; therefore all Creatures: for cis 


tis faid of the Wicked, They ſpend their Days in 
Wealth. Voluptuous Men do ſo: Soworldly Men, 
they ſpend their Time in Buſineſs and worldly 
Cares, and are cumbred about much ſerving. You 
may try your bent by that, how you ſpend your 


Day 

of It will put you upon Endeavours. Thoſe are 
true Deſires that end in Action. Slight Wiſhes 
after Chriſt never put us upon a purſuit of him. 


Wa Man de earneſt in a thing, he will try all ways 


he can to compaſs it; it ſhall be his earneſt buſi- 
neſs. Men that are ſlight, would fain have Chriſt, 
but they will not feek him; vellent, ſed nolunt. 


Prov. 21.25. The Deſire of the Slothful killeth him, 


for bis Hands refuſe to labour. The Slothful are 
moſt full of Deſires, they would fain have things, 
but they do not labour after them. Now *tis o- 
therwiſe with the Children of God: The Spouſe 
that was ſick for want of Chriſt, fought him 
through the Streets, tho it coſt her many a wan- 
dring, Cant. 5. 7. God hath fenced up every ex- 
cellent thing with Difficulty, to fee if we think it 


Uſe 2. In the next place it ſerveth for Exhorta- 
tion, to preſs you to do otherwiſe than the Men 
of the World do, and to beware of their Spirit. 
Men ſee nothing in Chriſt why they ſhould defire 
him, becauſe they judg with a carnal Spirit. Let 
not any ſuch black Note be found upon you: Do 
you make him the Defire of your Souls, who is 
deſervedly ſtiled the Deſire of all Nations. This 


Exhortation hinteth-at three Duties. 
1. Long to get him into our Hearts. As all 
things are to him, tet your Deſires be to him: 
Rom. 11. 36. Of bim, and through bim, and to bi 


gs A Praftical Expoſition upon 
Law of their Creation to move towards 


rticularly by your Deſires look upon him as 


ſſarium, as the, only chief thing for | 


keep Communion with him: 
If you have got him, take heed you do not loſe 


him again. Remember the Fate of the Spouſe for | 


parting with her Beloved, and how dearly the 


paid for it, Cant. 5. 6, 7. Whatever carnal Men | 
judg 


of it, the Favour of Chriſt is worth the 


cloy in the Injoyment. Chriſt is a Mercy of a 
nobler Nature; the more you ſee of his Excellen- 
cy, the more you will thirſt after him. When 2 


that Men have never had Experience of him. 4 
ſtin ſaith of himſelf in the ninth Book of his Con- 


to forg 
© whatever was delightful, and that was verſ 


<« irkſom to him: But ſince, faith he, when once | 
< I had taſted Chriſt, quam ſuave mihi ſubito ft | 


cum eſt carere ſuavitatibus Nugarum ? It was the 
4 greateſt Delight in the World to abſtain from 


God, ef. 
pecially for reaſonable Creatures ſo to do. Bu | 


— mace lacerntt bn him. World. |. 
ly Bleſſings have all this Lot and Fate, that they. | 


Man hath a taſte of Chriſt, he will labour for | 
more of him. The great Prejudice againſt himis, | 


feſſions, chap. 1. That the Reaſon why he waz | 
“ loth to cloſe with Chriſt, was, becauſe he was | 
o all Pleaſures, and to deny himſelf in | 
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. 
neath you. 


was the cauſe of the fir 


| ſhould a little digreſs from the matter in hand, at 


diſcourſe of the Uncertainty and Frailty of the 
Creatures, and ſhe w kow the Deſires — be — 


the 53 Chapter of lab. 
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Feet ; and therefore the Church is deſcribed, Rev. 


lunary things are beneath the People of God. 1 


laſt vary NEG hy purpoſe, if 1 ſhould at 


ge 


and waſted upon them, which they cannot be up- 


in | on God; or. ſhould 1 deſcant upon the Unſutable- 


neſs of the Creatures, which cannot give true 8a · 


| tisfaction to the Soul. But I. will only conclude 


this firſt Rule with this, That Sin is not to be de- 
fired at all, and the Creatures only in reference to 
God and Chriſt, otherwiſe we fin in the Defite or 
yn of them. 


12 upon jeſus Chriſt alone a8 the only ob- 
e 


upon which thy Affections ſuould be exerciſed. 
hath all the "x Bert in kim that a lawful | 


De- 


re lookerh to, tho the d orks cannot fee ft, He 
1. xcellent S092, a peceffary Good, and one 


leſerveth fb% belt ear Deſires. 2 
i. Con- 


gs A Priffical Expoſtios apes 
I. Conſider be is an excellent Good. Whatfs 
ever is an Attractive of Love, is to be found in 


Chriſt. O diſplay his glorious Beauties before the 
Soul ! There is in him Greatneſs, Goodneſs, Glo. | 


ry, Mercy, Peace, Comfort, Satisfaction: Theſe 
x Beauties of Chriſt. Look over all the 


World, and fect there be any that can do you ſo 
much Good as he is able or willing to do. Can, 
$. 10—16. The Spouſe deſcribeth her Beloved as 
a comely young Man, as one of the greateſt Per. 
fections. It would UN 
wh ja of that 
ra 


it of God uſeth fuch Ex. 


tures, is in a far more eminent degree to be found 


in God and Chriſt. I know not how to be parti- | 


cular in this large Field; only I ſhall a little ſingle 
out the Name of God to you; as it is faid, 
Name is as an Ointment poured forth ; therefore do 


Goes People a Cant. 1. 3. 
are always expreſſed to be towards 


gr Experienc 
. . I will ſhake all Nations, and the Deſi 
of all Nabe ſh come. Who would not delire 


; only in the gene - 


gate ok over outward Beauty, to 
us, that whatever we admire in the Crea- 


And the Deſiresof | 


I ſhall mention two 
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dn all their ſhifts will noe ſerve the ture. 

Prov. 11. 7. Mben a wicked Man dieth, bis Expeda- 

Then all his Deſires, Wife, Chil 
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=—_ LE bangs Soul 
the Soul 
the ming Sl openeth it ſelf to 
God, he filleth it. The longing Soul is ſatisfied. 
oy 21. 6. I will give to bim that is athirſt, of the 
ater of Life freely. You need not ſtand off upon 
= or PunQtilio's : Chriſt will ſatisfy your 
longing freely; he hath paſſed. his Word, Jobn 6. 
to me, I will in no wiſe caſt our. 
They may have their 5 hindred and inter- 
rupted in their own- Thoughts, but be will in no 


| wiſecaſs them out. 


2. Chriſt is a neceſſary Gdod. Things may be 


Affections move dat fajatly after them. Now 
Nane grams . e the one thing prove. 

chaſe that which is good, but 
tie md es il ; Lig 


10. 42. But one thing 
needful, and choſen the better part. Va- 
bro ike Plains 0d Horn 
| outward 
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outward Comforts ; theſe may be good in their 
kind, but they are not needful: What good wilf 
thoſe things do us to all ? There the Love 
of God will only ſtand us in ſtead. The thingy 
of this World, according to that uſual 
mong Divines, are temporal in their Uſe, 


moſt neceſſary and ſerviceable Good to us is Jefus 
Chriſt ; therefore get the Judg to be your Friend 
opal the Aﬀecs 

Confider he hath deſerved that our 


Being of Beings, 
and Mercies, bat as he laid down his Life for us. 


John 12. 32. And I, when I am lifted up from the | 
Earth, will draw all Men to me; thats, I will do 
that which ſhall draw all Mens Delires to me, he | 


will leave ſuch a Debt of Thankfulneſs upon them. 


Tho we could expect nothing from Chriſt, yet by | 
the Law of Thankfulneſs our Deſires are due to 


him. 


Arn 


which was to give you ſome practical Points a 
that concern Man 1n the ordering 


erv 
of his Life and Converſation. I ſhall handle but 
three, and ſo quit this Verſe. 

1. That God proſecuteth and accompliſheth bis greut- 
eſt De rege the maſt unlikely and 
Jeſus Chriſt, the great Saviour of the World, was 


but a tender Plant, which a Man would be more | 


apt to tread upon and cruſh, than to cheriſh. _ 


2. God cometh in for the Deliverance of bis People 


in times of greateſt Deſpair and Unlikelibood. Fot 
when the Branches of Jeſſe were dried up, and 


6 eren then ſprung up the 9 


— ujes 1 


_ 
Puniſhment for the Abuſe of them is eternal. bn 


Debres fhreald be after him, not only is he is the 
and the 4 bf don Mews 


deſpiſed mean. | 
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Fer. 2. ile 3d Chapter Ii. 101 
oft Ornament of that Stock, altho a Root out of 
1 3 may up to gre at Matters 
nen 
—— — the Shadow of whoſe, 
Nn 


| begin with the firſt. 20 
| * 1. That God bis greateſt Be- 
ſigns by the moſt unkikely and deſpiſed means. | wight. 
trace the way of God's Proſecution th tall 
Succeſſions of Ages, and ſhew jun hom this Truth 
is verified. He made us out of the Duſt, and that 
Nenn Matter. And as hath been our 
fo hath been our Preſervation, even by 
that which we would. trample upon rather 
than admire, But I ſhall rather come to the Rea- 
ſons of it, which are as follow. 
I...) That his Glory may more appear. The 
| Weakneſs of the mm our Thoughts 
to the Power of the ſupreme Worker. Should 
| Things work according to the conſtant Tenour of 
Nature, and the Order of Second Cauſes, God 
might have no Glory. We ſhould look upon Suc- 
ceſſes and Deliverances as coming to us by chance, 
and not mind the great ſway and paiſe by which 
rn 
their proper ends 

times more eminently put forth his hand this way. 

The Weakneſs of the Inſtrument holdeth forth 

the Glory of the firſt Mover and Agent. -The 
Spirit of Providence is diſcovered by it. Zach. 
4.6, Not by Might, nor by Power, but by my Spirit, 
ſaith the Lord. My Spirit ; that is, the inviſible 
Sway that directeth and ordereth all things to 
their proper Uſes and Effects. God worketh 

imes the moſt eminent glorious things by 
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theſe weak means, that you may wot reſt on 6. 
cond Caules. 
(. That we 
A Man doth not know what God will 
do with deſpiſed Branches; God workerh in ſuch 
a way as doth not ſute with our aſaal Expectati. 
ons. Iſa. 48. 7. They are created tow, and not from 
the "4 even before rhe dry when thou beard 
Bebotd 1 know then, 


underſtood them: 
that we leaſt 
thing, tis not atcording 


verance coineth that way 


to the Courſe of this 


World; God bath created ſorhe things of higher | 


Vale ind than others, but t 
are the old things. Notwithſtanding weak 


are often made ne of by God. Should we fee 4 
and comely Lineaments | 
we mould ſtraitway ery, This is 


125 of a ſtately 


8e Lede the Lord, he is now before him; 
as Sammel did, 1 Jam. 16. 7. Here is now the Ptrſen 
that God will work by ; but tis added there, God ſeetb 
pad of 12 3 
cor 


him. 


22 


and Tenour of Nature, the Elder proveth the 
moſt ſucceſsful,” yet many times God a 
otherwiſe; Gen. 25. 23. The Elder ſhall ſerve the 


Tounger. 
| his Counſels, and therefore the "VE * Is the 
moſt eminent. 


(3.) That I 


gay not ſee to the end of his 


The things of Re bite heres 
not created of old, leſt we ſhould ſay we | 


"for. Certainly this is a new | 
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ſhall adrance the Family = being th the Flower of | 
the Parents Strength ; and by the conſtant Courſe | 


God will not have us look to the end of | 


—— e 


2 


. — to the Church, who when ſhe injoy'd Golden 


that are unlikely to prevail, they think they ſhall 
carry all before 
_ Youth was deſpiſed 
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T ver.z. . the 53d Chapter of Ifainh. 103 


re his Diſpleaſure againſt 
Id. God maketh leaſt uſe 


—— 
— un- 


— which hath 2 


Cups, had but Wooden Prieſts. Tho Canin 


| was a worthy Inſtrument, yet Seminatum eſt vene- 


num in Eccleſ;a, in his time Poiſon was ſow'd in 


the Church. 


(4) That he may ſhame his Enemies in their 
Security. When they have to deal with thoſe 


them. 1 Sam. 17. 42. The ruddy 
by Goliah, and threatned ter- 
ribly too, that his Fleſh ſhould be 
Fowls of the Air, and to the Beaſts 
but yet he overcame theGiant. The 


ir Deſtruction where they leaſt 
think of it. mT after he had overcome 
the Hold of the God Berith, and divers 
ſtrong Holds, and there was but one Fort 


the. Feed 5 


i had his Scull broke by a Woman with 
of a 


_ God ruineth 
them 


wen to the 


7 drew to Battel 
Rain and Hail } 


the backs o 
u. 


he” 


ny rope — at conſe of Boa 
from the — - that the Fleſh may rc 
DER Thus this very 
poſtle, 1 Cor. 1. W 29. Cod bath 45 the 


8 ngs of the 7 con- 


which are mt and baſe things in 
things 4.54 el hari 

e end rings which ave neg to 

 noupht things that are] that no Fleſh Jhoutd glory in 


to 
bt The thin gs that are nothing in our 
ee Valuation, © God honoureth, and uſes 


=D Inſtruments, that we 

o3ft of our Strength or Merit. The Creatures 
are apt to vaunt, when they 
of theirs concurring towards a Work, tho they 
do in part ſee God's in it. Judges 7. 2. 4 
the Lord ſaid unto Gideon, The Prople that are with 


thee ant too many for me to give the Midianites inn 


f 


Reaſon is urged by the 


may bave no cauſe | 


.. ͤ ͤ en as we teh wh ab, off > © wa = es - 


ſee there is any thing | 


they | | 


ER nnen 


- 
7 I 
Ce m—_— 


— 


ver.. ee, man 


1 
e God 


no cauſe of Contempt and Difreſpe&t 


that are not ſo hi 
; This is the Reaſon of God's various Diſtribution, 


SR" T = 08 e 8 


bot gry that he 


bie redes tha be honoured by him, when other 


IIIA 2 — 


Te weak Men fiy to wicked 
| Ention 


Bitte mor 


ol 


tempered his Providence, that he will leave 

among us. 
upon the meaneſt, and thofe 
| in the Valuations of Men. 


He caſteth Honour 


why he hath made ſome mean, and fome glorious, 


that he might upon times ſingle out ſome of thoſe 


mean ones to ſhew his Power by. Look as Chriſt 
faith of the blind Man, that he was made blind to 
fit him for a Miracle, Jobm 9. 3. That the Works of 
God ſhould be manifeſt in bim: So ſome are 
ſame are unlikely, that the Work of God mi ighr 
might ſhew his 8. 
Wight, and Wiſdom in working by them. 
Il leave none to Scorn and Contempt. De- 


more glorions Perſons are laid aſide as uſeleſs. 


 1-Teapply it now: It affordeth divers Inferences 


of Duty, ſutable to our divers Caſes and Condi- 
tions.” * 
chi Meet bs wel the vice Ie 


1. To keep 


weak. Take heed, do not fink to any baſe De- 
ſpendency of Mind or Spirit. Uſually when means 


means, to a baſe De- 
of the Cauſe of God that they have under- 


taken, 
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10 
we thay take notice of his ln other In- 
tis from God, but in dia meſt remarka- 
Pharadb's Magicians ſaid; - Exod. 8. 19. 
dl in © There Gd —_— 


28 4 
cially that we do not aſcribe the Merit 
our ſelves, as we do aſcribe the working of 
God : Deut. 9. 4- ea not twin tie Fer, 
tey that the Lord thy God barb caſt theme out 

thee, ſays Righteouſneſs the / 


| proceed to the ſecond Point, vix- 


| Ne 1 — 


ight 

_—— — 
things ſhould be inveloped and wra 8 
up in Darkneſs. 80 Mat. 28. C. gy yrs 
wis a Cry made, Bebold the Bridegroom cometh, mite 
——— fps All 
over. So Luke 18. 8. ben the Son of Man cometh, 
find Faith on the Earth ? All things will be 
at ſuch a deſperate paſs, that no body will believe 
that ever he will come. Faith there is taken for 


a confident tion of good Succeſs, not in its 


whole Latitude, as it is falſly miſerpoanded. 


The Reaſons are; . 

1. That he may ſeize upon his Enemies ſudden- 

ly, even ſteal u SS as Chriſt did upon the 

World, when he ſixth Vial was Peres. ans. 
r 


Erpectatien was given 


ee as 6 Fikfin the night ; that is, . 


ſpelt to the Saddennes of ir. W 


; 80 may try their Faith, 
whether they wilt believe in him or no, whether | 


out of another. Hf. 
the Valley of Achor for a door 


der een ret: 
2.45. *Hebath- 
of Hope. 

light in him. 
. Do not then give over your 


too hard for the Lord? Unbelief ſtumbleth 
's Power; 


maſt ar 


But at ſuch times conſider, | 
| . You have no cauſe to diſtruſt God; tho he 
doth not find Mea | he can cicare them. The 
Root of Jeſſe, tho there be no B 


out of nothing, can preſerve the Church by no- 
thing: You do not know his inviſible way of work- 
ing. Believe beyond what yon can ſee. Luther 
was wont to comfort himſelf, when all Supplies 


failed, with this, -that God wasalive. Dan. 2. 34 
mage ue 
and brake them 


A Stone cut out without bands, 
bis Feet, that were of Iron and Clay, 
' #0 pieces. bn the Mount of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen 
Tis a : Proverd, Gen. 22. 14. In the 

greateſt 


ſmote the J 


And fo for Prayer, and | to fir up De- | 


upon God in the worſt of times: Gen. 18. 14. þ 


when we cannot fee which | 
way we ſhall be helped, then we are apt to doubt, 


it can | 
bear a Sprig. God that could make the World | 


4 mo Asus se vm 
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r 


ll. 4 adi. 5 2s. AX... Aa. 


rably ſet forth by the Prophet Ezekiel, ch. 17. 22, 


| one, and will plant it upon 


N K Tr eee 


teſt Extremities the Lord will appear, and 
Novide for thoſe that commit themſelves to him. 
2. You have much ground of Confidence: Pſal. 
102. 13, 14. Thou ſhalt ariſe and haue Mercy upon 


Zion: for the time to favour ber, yea the ſet time is 


come. For thy Servants take pleaſure in ber Stones, 
and favour the Duſt thereof. Now you are in a con- 
dition fit for Deliverance : Deut. 32. 36. For the 
Lord ſhall judg bis People, and repent bimſelf for bis 
Servants, when be ſeeth that their Power is gone, and 
there is none ſhut up or left. God puts his People 
into ſuch a condition in which Deliverance will be 
moſt welcome, and then he beſtoweth it upon 
them. Wait upon him now youare in a condition 
for God to help. When Caligulawas angry with 
Philo, ſaith he, Now God will help, for the Em- 


| peror is angry. X 


I come now tothe laſt Point. ey 
Doc. 3. That mean Beginnings may grow up to 
great Matters and glorious Succeſſes. This is admi- 


23, 24. Thus faith the Lord God, I will alſo take of 
the bigheſt Branch of the bigh Cedar, and will ſet it; 
I will crop off from the top of bis young Twigs a tender 
an bigh Mountain, and 
eminent. In the Mountain of the height of Iſrael will 
I plant it, and it ſhall bring forth Boughs, and bear 
Fruit, and be a goodly Cedar, and under it ſhall duels 
all Fowls of every Wing e In the Shadow of the Branches 
thereof ſball they dwell. And all the Trees of the Field 
ſhall know that 1 the Lord baue brought down the bigb 
Tree, bave exalted the low Tree, bave dried up the 
green Tree, and baue made the dry Tree to flouriſh - 


1 the Lord haus ſpoken, and bave done it. As it was 


with Chriſt, ſo it is many times with his Follow- 
—— N ers; 


the whole World after him; as Montanu and o- 


110 — Eapefion apes - 

ers; as in many Inſtances. Jarob from himelf } 
and his Staff was multiplied into two Bands, Gn 

32, 10. meaning his Company of Children and 
Cattel ſo divided, to meet Eſav. David was ta. 
ken from feeding of Sheep to feed Iſrael; Pal, 58; | 
— — Zwes ge 

om Ewes 

with young ; be brought bim to feed Jacob bis Fer, 
and Iſrael bis Inheritance. Saul, when ſeeking his 
Father's Aſſes, found a Kingdom. Chriſt's King- 
dom ſprang from a ſmall beginning. This might |} 
alſo be ſhewn from the great ſpreading of Satan | 
Kingdom, times from little Matters : *tis | 
well known that 4 little Leven leveneth the whole 

Lump. Avius a prirate Prieſt in Alexandria, drew | 


ther Hereticks might be ſaid to do. We ſhould 
not therefore lay too much on Succeſs. So Rev. | 
12. 3. Toe Draren drew the thind pave of the Stars of | 
and caſt them to the Earth. 
nn 1 
I. 's Sovereignty over us, as we are 
Creatures: He that has made us, can do what he 
will with his own. 
2. Becauſe he will keep the World in 2 cont 
_ a CG, — ſome | 


Sar OQoNY = rene IM 


4 hy” ge hy. 


Ver. a. erer of Kid 
| 4 
2. To ſupport the yi the bene. 


| tiplieth A 1 hee | 
(mall Fountain: Job 8. 7. 4 agg 
ſmall, yet thy latter end ſhall greatly increaſe. Men 
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you, will NE ariel the dey 


rr er eu 


firſt put forth into the World : Eerieſ. 4. 14. 
Fiſts te cometd toon. One Seed mul- 


riſe like Hop-ſtalks out of the Dunghil, by the 
of Providence. — 1 

To R Men publick 
Fad Sy oy 3 - 
forth the hand, it will come to the Birth. 


h.4.10. enn 


| Chriſt was but Branch at firſt. 


— i 
4 1 


Jeſus Cri Be 
humble and thankful in admiring God's Goodneſs 
towards you, ſaying as David, vid, Who am JO Lord, 
and what Kun Houſe, * thou haſt brought 


| that be who bath be 


lee? 


* 0 8 * 23 - c_ 
12 A Praia Expoſition «pon 1 
4% "» | | | 6; of | 
| The Third Vat 
erſe. 


He * it) 
1 
N he was de. 


* * 


wn f 
cond Scandal and Offence that the Jews 
took againſt Chriſt, who therefore would | 
hot believe the Report that was made of him, The 
firſt was Chriſt's Meanneſs in his Birth and Life, 
which we have handled in the ſecond Verſe. The 
next is his Sufferings, and thoſe are either of his 
Life, or of his Death, which are ſet forth in di- 
vers Verſes following. In this Verſe the Prophet: 1 
2 do chibfly hint the Sufferings of his | 
Here are divers Phraſes which diſcover * 
feveral degrees of Chriſt's tho 1 ſhall | 
notgive them to you in ihe order . | 
becauſe the lie ſcattered here 
there. The Degrees are theſe. * 
1. He was not eſteemed. * 
2. He was actually deſpiſed, and became an Ob- l 
Jett of Scorn and Contempt. 
3. He was liable to great Miſeries. And, 
= He was continually peſtred with them. This 
is the ſum of this Verſe: I will make it out uato | 
r 
LEES: of That which 
1. He ũ deſpiſe ed of Men. tw 
| — the Hebrew Chadal Ichint 


9 3 had 


. 


e 


| Balneſs of Conſtitution, neither of which agree 


Rs Sd 


v | the 53d Chapter of Ih. 1253 


ci.) That Chriſt was ſo extremely mean and 
miſerable, that it was impoſlible to be lower, as 


| a Man. He was the minimum quod fic of a Man: 


if he had gone any lower, we mult have had ſome 
other Name for him. In this ſenſe *ris ſaid, Pſal. 
22. 6. Iam a Worm and no Man, a Reproach of Men 
and deſpiſed of the People. You mult ſeek for ſome 
Name for him among the Worms. | 
(2.). The leaving, of of Men; that is, there 
Men left him, they would ccaverſe with any o- 
ther, but not with him. No body world deign 
him Speech and Company, he was leit of all. 
Our Interpretation ſeemeth to favour this Ex poſi- 
tion. There is not much matter which you pre- 
A: | bo (Hae 
2. A Man of Sorrows. An Hebraiſm to ex- 
preſs the height of Miſcry : they uſe the Genitive 
Caſe of the Subſtantive, to expreſs the ſuperlative 
Degree of any thing; as 4 Man of Belial for a ve- 


rf wicked Man: ſo 4 Pſalm of Degrees, an excel- 
lent Palm. This Expreſſion compelleth ſome of 


the wiſer Jews to feign two Meſſiabs, one that is 
already come, that walketh up and down on the 
Earth under the Shape of a Beggar, that he may 


_ - Atisfyi for the Sins of the Jews, and is in a great 

deal af Miſery: The other a glorious King, whom 

$ they do as yet expect, that is the ſecond Expreſſi- 
a N | 


3. Arquainted with Gricf. Etmiliaris mor bo, ſo 
Tremellius renders it, knowing Diſeaſes ; that is, by 
his own Experience. Diſeaſe is put for any kind 


| of Trouble and Moleſtation, becauſe they are the 


things that ate moſt irkſom. For otherwiſe Chriſt, 
tho- he had many Griefs, yet he had no Diſeaſes, 
theſe uſually ariling out of: tome Ilntemperance or 


to 


114 4 Practical Expoſuion apo 
to Chriſt. He took our perſonal, not individual 


with, not Stone, or Gout, or Fever. 
4. And we bid as it were our Faces from bim, or 
28 "ris in the Margin, He bid as it were bis Face from 


; the Hebrew will bear both. *Tis either a hi- h 


ding faces from him, or from us. Since the Text 
doth fo indifferently allow of both theſe Ren- 


drings, 1 ſhall ſhew you the Senſe of both. He | 


bid bis Face from us, which the Septuagint follow, 
1 1 ov auTY* His Face was turned away as it 
were; in Modeſty, ſay ſome, as if he were aſha- 


med of the Meanneſs of his Condition, but that is 


unworthy of Chriſt. The Chaldee * ſeem- 
eth to hint another Senſe, Subtraxit vultum Maje- 
ſatis ſuæ, he hid the Countenance of his divine 
Majeſty ; that's probable, but doth not thorowly 
reach the force of the Ex Others thus ; 
he hid his Face as a Perſon deemed to die, as ſen- 
tenced Perſons had their Faces covered, or when 


much diſccuntenanced. Thus Haman when in [ 


Diſpleaſure with the King, Eſther 7. 8. tis ſaid, 
His Face was covered, So in great Sorrow and 
Mourning, Exek. 12. 6. Thos ſhale cover thy Fac. 
CS eos ng 


Or 'tis more 8 in Sha 
deing unworthy the 


were to put a Covering upon the upper Lip. Tis 
not difficult to reconcile any of theſe Senſes with 
the matter in hand. But let ns conſider the other 
reading, We bid our Faces from bim: This is a na- 


bomination and withdrawing of the Mind from a 
thing: But ſometimes tis in one Affection, and 
ſometimes in another; as, 


Infirmitiesz Hunger and Thirſt he was acquainted 


* j 


Men. Soit was 
with the Lepers, 2 13. 45. Who by the Law | 


| 
| 
tural Geſture, and at all times fignifieth ſome z. 


| C1.) Some- | 


indeed he was: 


Men. He was in himſelf a Man ef Sorrows, but in 


4 x 256 av ᷣͤ rude as 
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(l.) Sometimes in Anger; to hate them ſo as 
we will not give them a Look. Thus God is faid 
to hide his Face from his Church, to expreſs his 
Anger againſt their Sins. 1 

(2) Sometimes in Shame : We turn away from 
thew, as rich Men do from their poor Friends, 
they ſcorn to give them a Look. 0 
(3.) Sometimes in Pity; tis ſuch a fad ſight. 


that we dare not look on it. I rather er that 


of a ſcornful Shame, being aſhamed to follow ſach 
a poor mean miſerable Man. Thus many now hide 
their Faces from Chriſt, when tis difyraceful to 
cloſe with him. There is nothing now remaineth 
that is difficult; only it followeth, he was deſpiſed, 
and looked upon as a Man leprous, whole Face 
ftould be hid : And therefore we did not eſteem 


dim worthy of our Company. The ſum of the 


Verſe amourits to thus much, That Jeſus Chriſt 
was ſo miſerable in regard of his outward Face 
and Appearance, that he was looked upon as an 
Abject, as 4 Man not fir to be kept Company with. 
I ſhall only note theſe two things miore for Expli- 
cation, becauſe upon them l ſhall build two Points, 
which ſhall be all I will handle out of this Verſe. 
. 1. Some of theſe Expreſſions fer cut Chriſt as 


. 2. Some only as he was in the Apprehenſion of 


the Eye of Man he was a deſpiſed and an abject 
Perſon : the one is the Cauſe or the Occation of 


| theother. And the Prophet ſo intermingleth theſe 


two things in this Verſe; that the Phraſes may be 
we both way3, how Chriſt was in himſelf, and 
he was to Med; _- ; 

1. As he was fn himfelf, from thence 1 obſerve 
thi point 


12 Doct. 


| Devils fell down * Fn and cried out, a 


count 1 8 
Doct. 2. That carnal Alen 45 not look ion Teſu 
Chriſt as worthy of any Eff eem from them. 
| hail. begin ka 4 the ſirſt, viz, 
Doct. 1. That Chriſt's Appearance in the World, 
and State of Life among Men, was not only very mean, 
but very miſerable. 
I, mall take the ſeveral Degrees i in the Text, to 
make it cut unto ou. 


., The loweſt ſtep is negative; He was not 


trim. He had not that due Reſpect and Value 


in the World that be might juſtly — tor: And 


tis a, Miſery to be ſlighted by thoſe to whom we 
intend the greateſt God. I wes much that they 


ſhould not own him as ſome eminent Man, it was 
more that they would not give him the Reſpect 


due to any Man, te an ordinary Prophet. John x, 
11. He came to bis own, and his own received Lim not. 
There is an Emphaſis in the words, his own ; Thoſe 
over whom he had a ſpecial Care, and to whom 
he meant the greateſt Good. Mark, every thing 


elſe acknowledged Chriſt, but Man would not. 


Ins Angels uſhered in his Birth, Luke 2. 14. The 

Wind and Seas obeyed him, Mat. 8. 27. The Fiſn 
pak when he was in the Wilderneſs, would 
not touch him, dark 1. 13. The Holy Ghoſt 
would have us to pote it, as a ſpecial Circumſtance, 


al That be was in the Wilderneſs forty Days, and he was 


with the wild Beaſts. Nay, the very Devils con- 
feſſed him, Luke 8. 28. The Man that had many 


id his Tribute to him, Mat. 17.27. The wilt 


| 


A 
ith 
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with a loud Voice ſaid, What bave I to do with thee 
Jeſus, thou Son of God moſt High 2 Yet Man would 
not own him. They thought any one was more 
like to be the Meſſiah than he, Jobn, tho he nevef 
did Miracles, nor taught with ſuch Authoricy 43 


Chriſt did, yet they ſent an honourable Meſſage 
to him, Jobn 1. 19. The Jews ſent Prieſts and Le- 


vites from Jeruſalem, to ask him whether he were 
the Chriſt or no. But now they never ſent an ho- 
nourable Embally to Chriſt, never put him to the 
Queſtion, but only in a Scoff ask d him, whether 


de were the Chriſt or no. Yet Jobn gave them as 
much ground of Dittaſte as Chriſt did, freely tax- 


ing their Sins. John was ſent to in an honourable 
way, becauſe he was a Prieſt's Son, but Chriſt on- 
ly a Carpenter's Son, therefore Chrilt was not 
eſteemed. Any thing is enough to prejudice them 
that are not affected to a thing or way. Nay, they 
not only preferred John before him, tho famous 
for no Miracles, but even Barrabas before him: 
John 18. 40. When Pilate ſaid, Will ye that I releaſe 
unto you the- King of the Jews ? Then cried they all, 


ſaying, Not this Man but Barrabas. Now Barrabas 
was 4 Robber. Any rather than Chriſt. They had 


very little Eſteem of Chriſt, you ſee. And this 
fault is objected to them; indeed it was a great 
Aggravation of their Guilt; As 3. 14. Te have 
denied the holy One, and tbe Juſt, and deſired tur- 
derer to be granted unto you. Even a cruel High- way 
Man before Chriſt. Eſteeming is a relative word, 


_ anditimplieth every one, even the worlt of Men, 


to be higher in their Thoughts than Chriſt. © © + 
2. As he was not eſteemed, ſo actually he was 
deſpiſed, and became an Object of Scorn and 


1 


13 (..) He 
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(r.) He was deſpiſed and contemned in their 


Thoughts ; they looked upon 


him as an Adject. 


thought 2 was a Diſgrace for them to con 

' with him; and therefore Nicodemus went to Chriſt 
by night, Jobs 3. 2. as being aſhamed to be ſeen 
in his Company by day. So Jobs 9. 22. The blind 
Man's Parents, that had received a great Benefit 
by him, would make a Lie rather than own him ; 
*tis ſaid, Theſe Words 28 bis Parents, becauſe they 
feared. the Jews : f. s bad agreed ** 
that if any Man did M that be was Chriſt, be 
ſhould be put out of the Synagogue. They thought 


him unworthy of their Company, and therefore 


every one hid his Face from him, and would not 
ſeem to look that way. 


(2.) In their Words they uſed all kind of Re- 
proaches, they thought no Name bad enough for 


him: John 8. 48. Say we not well, that thou art a 


Samaritan, and * a Devil ? There was ſuch a 


deadly Feud between the Jews and the Samaritaus, 


that to call a Man a Samaritan was the greateſt 


Diſgrace that could be, and the ready way to be- 
get him publick Hatred. Here are two Scandals 


fix'd on Chriſt, a Samaritan, and one that hath a 
Devil; the one refiettech upon his Perſon, the o- 
ther on his Doctrine. And that which is worthy 
af your notice is, that to that of his Doctrine 
Chriſt anſwereth, but doth not care how they vili- 
tied his Perſon. In Alat. 11. 19. they call him 4 


Glutton, 4 L ine · biber, and 4 Friend of Publicans 


and Sinners. They looked upon him as an Object 
of common Scory and Hatred. So they accounted 
him as an Enemy to Ceſar ;, any thing that would 
make him obnoxious to Danger and Scorn. Ther 
likewiſe c calPd him a Deceiver ; Mat. 27. 63. K 


5 


2 


off, or off-ſcouring of Men; 1 
* L... | 
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52. by way of taunt they ſaid, At thou alſo of Ga- 


2 


tude of his Alfifions, and the greatnels of them. 
4 


} wer.2. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. , 119 
we remember that that Deceiver ſaid, while be was 3.8 
alive. Proud inſulting Malice! They would not 


call him by his own Name, but as if he had been 
ſa notoriouſly guilty, that it was a ſufficient De- 
ſcription of him to ſay, That Decerver. 2 
(3-) In their general Carriage towards him. 
To any that ſeem'd to own him, they ſhewed a 
great deal of Contempt and Scorn. Becauſe the 
blind Man acknowledged him, they caſt him our, 
or excommunicated him, John 9 34. So John 7. 


lilee? But chiefly their Behaviour to his Perſon 
was intolerable, and that in the laſt Scene of his 
Life. Mat. 26. 68. The rude Souldiers make him 
their game, and blinding him, ſay, Propbeſy unto 
ws, thou Chriſt, who is be that ſmate thee ? So tis 
propheſied, Mat. 20. 19. They ſhall deliver bim to 
the Gentilgs, to mock, and to ſcourge, and to crucify 
bim. There is a ſpecial Emphaſis in theſe words, 
That he being a Few, ſhauld be delivered over to 
the Gentiles to be mocked, ſcourged and cruciked : 
Nothing was more vile and abominable, inſomuch 
that they would not conie into the Place where- 
Plat fat judging, for fear af being contaminated; 
John 18. 28. And they themſelves went not into the 
ment: Hall, leſt they ſoould be deſiled. There- 
it was that Pilate went forth to them, for 
they would not come in. Look as it was an Ag- 


 gravation of David's fault that he made Urib to 
de ſlain with the Sword of the Children of Am- 


mon, 2 Sam. 12.9. 50 it was of the Jem Con- 


_ tempt, that they ſhould deliver him to the Gen- 


tiles to be mocked and ſcourged. Thus you ſee how 


he was deſpiſed, and looked upon as an Abjet. 
3- A Man of Sorrows. This noteth the multi- 


He 


He was a Man aſſaulted with all kind of 


is put for the Condition, becauſe they left a great 
Impreſſion upon him. All kind of Sorrows he en- 
dured for our ſakes; as Scoffs, Perſecution, Con- 
tempt, Unkindneſs, Miſeries, Hunger, Thirſt, 
Faintneſs, and Wearineſs. I might tire you with 
a woful Variety of this nature: The Scriptures 
every where teſtify it, Let me briefly tell you, 
That they were as much as might fit him to be a 
Mediator: his Sufferings are to be meaſured by 


his Mediatorſhip. And then they were ſuch as 


might ſtand with the Holineſs of bis Perſon. Now 


theſe Sufferings were the more grievous to him, 


becauſe his Senſes were moſt quick and ſmart; 
and therefore he muſt. needs above other Men 


have a ſenſible Apprehenſion of what was done to 
him. The beſt Conſtitutions have the moſt vigo- 


raus Aﬀections; and therefore it could not be but 
that all theſe Sufferings ſhould leave very dolor ous 
Impreſſions upon the Spirit of Chriſt. And indeed 


tis more than probable, that he was ſo waſfed 
with them; and they had fo dried up the Moiſture 


and Freſhneſs of his Countenance, - that when he 
was little above thirty, they thought him near 
fifty Years of Age: John 8. 57. Thou art not yet 


ty, he might appear more aged than he was. Thus 
you ſee he was a Man of Sorrows. I do not touch 
upon the laſt Scene of his Death, the Sorrows of 
his Life juſtly give him that Character. 


4. Acquainted with Grief. It was not only now 


and then, but it was always miſerable with him. 


and grievouſly afflited with them. A Man of —o—>WH 
rows, that is, a Man of Miſeries: The Affection 


fifty Tears old, and baſt thou ſeen Abraham? He was 
little abovethirty. But Griefs blaſting his Beau- 


Acquaintance with a Thing or Perſon implieth 
. * 
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ver. 2. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 1 


the Uſualneſs of it. Now Chriſt was acquainted 
with Grief, that is, accuſtomed to it, never freed 
from it. As ſoon as he began to live, he began 
to ſuffer. He was exiled and forced to fly into 
Egypt as ſoon as he was a Month old, and ever af- 
terward hunted up and down by the Phariſees. 


Trace him through all the Scenes of his Life, from 


the Cradle to the Croſs, from the Stable to Golge- 
tha, and you ſhall ſee that Grief was his Familiar ; 
he had no other Companion, Tis an Obſervation 
in that Letter that Lentulus ſent concerning him, 
| (it that Letter be not forged) Yiſus eft flere ſept, - 
ridere nunquam ;, He was often ſeen to weep, ne- 
ver to laugh, being always acquainted with Grief ! 
And in regard of thoſe cruel Perſecutions that did 
conſtantly attend him, he is called in the Title of 
that Pſalm that ſets out the Miſery of his Life, 
Pſal. 22. The Hind of the Morning. See the Title, 
A Pfalm concerning Aijeleth Shahar, that is, Chriſt, 
who was always from the very Morning hunted 
and worried by the Dogs. He complaineth of it 


? in that Pſalm, ver. 16. The Dogs bave compaſſed 


me. The Dogs hunted him in the Morning early, 
and betime. Herod, one of the Dogs, as ſoon as 
he was born, endeavours to murder him. So at 
the time of Chriſt's Death the Holy Ghoſt giveth 
us this Circumſtance, John 18. 28. That they led 
Chriſt from Caiaphas unto the Judgment- Hall, and it 
as early in the Morning. The Blood - hounds were 
up to worry him betimes in the Morning. Well, 
you ſee Chriſt was acquainted with Grief, even 


| early, from his firſt Breath to his laſt Gaſp, from 


his lying in the Cradle to his conſummatum eſt on 
the Croſs. Nay, 'tis very obſervable, That in the 
| ſhort Glory of his Transfiguration he was nor 
without Sorrow, for even then he remember'd his 


Death 


122 1 1 
Death to come, as yop ſhall ſee, Zuke 9. 31. when 
e Bene appeared to him in Glory, dle 
| at 


which ſhould be 
In the midſt of his Glory he would 


— his Death. And therefore you ſee, 
well might the Prophet uſe the Expreſſion acquain- 


td with Gre So much for the — 2 of 


11 2 you, that Chriſt's State of 
Life micrable in the World. 
I ſhall now ſhew you why he was ſo miſerable, 


Queſtion as the former for our Medi- 


reſpect God, or the Creature. 
. In reſpect of God, and ſo it was, 


1. That his Pramiſes might be fulfilled. God 


had foretold it ſo by the Prophers : Mark g. 12. 


many things, and be ſet at nought. Now this Sen- 
tence is no where in one Pro but the meaning 


is, Tis the conſtant Drift and Reſult of all that is 
written concerning the Meſſiah, that he muſt - 
fer many things, and be counted as nothing; tha 
he alludeth ſpecially to this Chapter, and the 22d 
Palm. This was fo far from being a Scandal a- 
gainſt Chriſt, that it rather confirmed him to be 
= the Meſſiah, for he was juſt ſuch an one as was pro- 
miſed, and of, 

2. That he might declare his Obedience to 
God's Decrees and Appointment. *Tis ſaid, Heb. 

5- 8. That be learned Obedience by the things that be 
buffered, He did by Ex e find, what it was 


wiſe he were way equal to him. But the 
Excellency of his Perſon exempted him not from 


ſuffering ; ꝶqç—ͥ•— 


y did he underg 1 'Tis a 
tation, ſo this for our Faith. The Cavſes either 


It is written of the Son of Man, that be muſt ſuffer 


to have a Father — he muſt obey, tho other- 


— — — ———— —— ——— —— v— 5 <> — 


| of it, which made him a full and compleat Medi- 


: 
1 
7 
3 


— 


| caur them that are tempted. A Man can the better 
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bis holy Life was a part of his Obedience to his 
Father, but his Sufferings ſhewed a higher degree 


ator. To obey God in the ordinary way of our 
Actions, is a common Leſſon to every Holy Perſon ; 
but Chriſt's Obedience was chiefly tried by his Suf- 
ferings, becauſe being without Sin, he never de- 
ſerved it. Thus much in reſpect of God. 

2d}y. In reſpect of Men; and fo, 5 

1. That he might ſet off his Love to us. Uſu- 
ally they are dearer to us that have ſuffered any 
thing for our ſakes, than they that have other- 
wiſe done us good. And therefore Chriſt, to ſet 
off kis Love, ſpent a miſerable thirty two Years 
and upwards in the World, and afterwards died 
à terrible Death; and that not for himſelf but for 
us, Some ſay, twas to merit his own Glory; but 
it is not good to divert the Stream, or any part of 
it, from that Channel in which Chriſt intended it 
ſhould run: Dan. 9 26. © The Meſſiah ſhall be cut 
off, but not far bimſclf. Chriſtians, all his Suffer- 


ings were for you. 


2. That he might be a perfect Mediator for us: 
Chriſt was pertett in himſelf, but he wanted ſome- 
what ta make ap his Offce : Heb. 2. 10. It beboded 
the Captain of our Salvation to be made perfect through 
Suffermgs, Heb. 5. 8, 9. By the things which be ſuf- 
fered he was made perfect. Chriſt was perfect in 
himſelf, but not perfect in his Oſſice; be was 
made perfect as a Captain of our Salvation, when 
he went through thoſe things in which others 
were to follow him. ee 
3. That he might be able to comfort his People 
in the like Diſtreſſes. Heb. 2. 18. For in that be 
bimſeif bath ſuffercd being tempted, be is able to ſuc- 


come 
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comfort others, when he hath had the Experience 
of their Miſeries in himſelf. Chriit knew how fad 
it was with his own Soul when he was acquainted 
with theſe Griefs, and therefore no doubt he js 
willing and able to help you. Experienced Men 
are pitiful : Thoſe that have ſuffered, pity others 
when they are in the like caſe. *Tis God's Charge 
often to Iſrael, that having been Strangers in the 
Land of Egypt, they ſnould learn to pity Stran- 
gers. And certainly whatever is good in the Crea- 


ture, is eminently fo in Chriſt. He hath ſtronger 


Impreſſions of Affection and Pity than we have. 
Mark what the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb. .;. 15. For we 
bave mt an High Prieſt that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our Inſirmities, but was in all things tempted 
as we are, yet without Sin. Chriſt knew how it was 
with himſelf. In the like Experiences and Affli- 


 Qtons therefore it cannot but work upon his Bo. 


_ els, tho Mens Hearts are ſhut up. 
To apply it now. Out of all that I have "s poken 
to you, you may infer much for your — 
1. The Matter what he ſuffe red. 
2. The Manner how he came to ſuffer. 


3. The Reaſons and Ends why, for our Good; 


ſo that here are three chief Leſſons for a Chriſtian 
to learn. 
1. Patience and Comfort. 
2 Humility. 
In the end Love. 


8 It teacheth you Patience and * There 
is a double Ground for that. Chriſt went before 
you, and he did it that he might have Ex;:rience 


and a Fellow- feeling of your Caſe and Sutferings. 
Here is the Comfort of Gods People, they have 


an High Prieſt that is touched with the feeling of | 


their Infirmities. Chriſt's Bowels melt over them 
whilſt 


2 
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whilſt God's Hand ſtriketh them. A Man may 


| have moral Grounds of Comfort, but here is the 


true Ground, Chrilt ſympathizes with us; John 
18. 10. The Cup wbicb my Father bath given nie, ſhall 
I not drink it? Tho 'tis a bitter Cup, yet "tis m. 

Heavenly Father that hath put it into my Hand 
There is a Difference between the Strokes of God 
upon the Wicked and his own People: Strokes 
upon the Wicked come from God's hand, but thoſe 
upon the Godly from God's Heart. Bear up then 
againſt the greate it Crolles. Art thou looked up- 
on as an Abject, the leaving off of Men? So was 
Chriſt, an ſo are many of God's People: 1 Cor, 
4.13. We are made as the filth of the World, and are 
4s the off ſcouring of all things. The World's Filth, 
Worms, not Men. Worms are bred out of the. 
World's Filth. Art thon compaſſed about with 
Loſſes, Affliction upon Affliction, like Waves one 
in the neck of the other? Do Men hide theĩt Faces 
from thee, or art thou in no Repute, no Reſfect 
with them? So was Chriſt, and Chritt knoweth 

what it is for thee to be in ſuch a caſe. Job hear- 
eth of Loſs upon Lois from the Chaldeans, Sabeans, 
Job 1. 14. It is often repeated, While be was yet 
ſpeaking, c ame anotber aud ſ4:d. 80 Jer. 30. 17. Zi- 
on whom no Mm log eth after. God's People have 
often became the wg ging of the Head, but Chriſt's 
Suſterings teach us Patience. 


2. Humility, Chriſt taught us this in his Mean- 


neſs, and he teacheth it in his Sufferings. See the 


"Difference between Chriſt and Adam; > Chriſt 
would be molt abject, Adam would be higher than 
Man. The Higheſt is become the Humbleſt; our 
"firſt Parents would be as Gods, and Chriſt would 
ſcarce be as Man, even be Man's leavings. Tic 
= to learn Humility from this Pattern new ett 


us 
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us in the Mount, even in Auunt Calvary; to deny 
our ſelves to ſet up Chriſt, as Chriſt denied him- 
ſelf to ſet up us. Of all things Men cannot eadure 
to caſt their Crowns at the Lamb's Feet, I mean 


to ſacrifice their Glory and Eiteem to Chriſt, or 


to be nothing that he may be all in all. Pride is 
like the Heart, fr living and laſt dy ing ina Man. 
3 Epiſt. John 9. Diotrephes loved to bave the Prehbe- 
minence. Some are all for Precedency, they would 
de preferred before others. You ſee Chriſt is 
othzrwiſe. He freely ſubmitted himſelt to the 
moſt abject Condition. Thus it tcacheth us Hu- 
__ FR 

= De sens his Love: All this was 
for you: O what will you do for God again? 


Chriſtians ſhould blow up the Fire of Love by | 


theſe Thoughts. Lliow are we wrovght upon by 
every petty Kindneſs that paſleth between Man 
and Man? How much more then ſhould the Con- 
ſideration of what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered 


Love to God again. 


I proceed now to the ſecond Point. 1 
Dock. 2. That carnal Men do not look upon Teſut 
Chriſt as worthy of any Eſteem from them. Chriſt 
was mean ard miſerable, and therefore the World 
eſteemed him not, but deſpiſed him tathet; and 
looked upon him as an Abject unfit for theit Con- 
verſe and Society. 5 

I ſhall give you a few Reaſons for it. 
1. Becauſe they look altogether upon tlie dai 


. y 


not conſider the light and the more glorious pr 
In Sins they look derade upon te light pr 


indear him to us? And this was done for our fakes: 
Let it melt our Hearts, and draw them out in 


part (as 1 may ſpeak) of Jeſus Chriſt 3 they dd | 
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| and not upon the dark ; the Pleaſures of Sin, and 


del nd. Carnal Men think ita hard fa 
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not the Croſs and Shame that attends them. Now 
kia into their Thoughts Chriſt's worſt, and 
Sins beſt part, no wonder if they miſcarry in their 
Judgments. They look upon the World's Pomp, 
but not the World's Vanity; upon the Pleaſures 
of Sin, but noc upon the Shame and Horror that 
accompany them. Therefore tis ſaid, Prov, g. 
3, 4. The Lips of a ſtrange Woman as an Honey 
Comb, and ber Mouth is ſmoother than Oyl ;, but ber 
End is bitter as Wormwood, and ſharp as a two-edged 
Sword. Men think to ſwallow the Honey, but do 
not think of the Wormwood. Things are to be 
elteem'd as they prove in the end. Heathens had 
ſome light into this Truth, that no Man is happy 
till the end, till they try how things prove with 

them : Things are better known ia their 


ture than in their Coming ; the Sting is in the 
' Tail, and therefore you ſhall ſee tis ſaid, Dent. 
; 32. 29. O that they were wiſe, that they would under- 


fand this, that they would conſider their latter end ! 
That is Wiſdom, not to look upon things as they 


| aca eſent;but what they will prove at the latter 


end; how we ſhall find them upon trial. But 
with Chriſt they deal otherwiſe, they look upon 
Chriſtianity as a hard laborious thing. Many ſad 
Fears they have, a great deal of Duty there is to 
be performed, much Care, much Toil, and muck 
Grief attends it, with many other Inconvenĩences. 


' But they do not look upon the ſweet of all this. 


Rom. 6. 22. But now being made free from Sin, and 
lame the Servants of God, ye baue your Fruit unto 
Helineſs, and the End everlaſting Life. There is a 
ying, toe 
part with Pleaſures, Profits, Honour, Eleen, to 
part with all for Chriſt, and to expect nothiog ia 
8 this 
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this World but Grief, and Sorrow, and Care: 

This is ſad. Chriſt is not eſteemed, decanſe they 
upon him with ſuch an unequal unfaithful 


Eye. Weare willing to ſtumble at his Mi 


but will not reflect upon his Excellency. 


2. Becauſe carnal Men want that which mould 
fer off Chriſt to them as an Object fit to be eſteem. 
ed; and that is two things, the Spirit's Diſcovery, 


and faith's Eye, the * to reveal the Object, the 


other to ap 
(1.) They want the Spirit's. Diſcovery : A Man 


cannot ſee the Sun without its own Light; no 
more can you ſee Jcins Chriſt in his Beauty with- 


out the Spirit of Chriſt. Reports and Education 


may do much, bur *tis the Spirit that ſets forth 
Jeſus Chriſt as a worthy Object. What is the Rea- 
fon that many that know Chriſt and profeſs him, 
yet cannot eſteem him? The Spirit hath not con- 
vinced them of the Worth that is in him. A 


Man may be convinced of the truth of a thing, 
but not practically convinced of the Worth of it: 


And Flefb and Blood doth not reveal that to us, as 


, Chriſt ſaid to Peter. The Reafon why Chriſt is | 


valued by his own People is, | becauſe he hath _ 
covered much of himielf to them. 

(2.) The = the Eye of Faith, and that.i is. 
part of the Soul that ſheweth 
much of — vs it. Till we have Faith we judg 
by Senſe and carnal Reaſon, and then no wonder 


if we turn away from him: Faith is the Evidence af 


things not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1. It carrieth the Soul 


_ withinthe Veil, and ſheweth unto us better things, 


and maketh them preſent in the Heart through | 
Hope and the Promiſes. Faith and the Spirit 
diſcovereth a world of Satisfaction, Sweetneſi, 


Glory, Excelieycy, —— — 


r 


| ver, 3- 


get the. ſtart of ns, and therefore Men do not 


4. Becauſe they do not know whartis to want 
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ire hege Diſcoveries of God's Love and Purpoſes, 
and what be will do for his People. 

3. Thereare perverſe Inclinations in the Heart; 
that carry the Soul another way. Men look upon 
every thing as it cometh dyed. in the Colour of 
2 Affections. Here is the great Depra- 
yation of Nature ſince the Fall, that thoſe things 
which ſhould follow, guide and fit at the Stern; 
vile Affections beſot the Judgment, I] 


with 28. God gave them up to — 


preſently afterwards, Hr gave them over to & 
Fate Mind. Men are ſo injudicious, becauſe! 
conſult with their Affections. Now they cannot 
make 3 right judgment. Ib true, things ſhould 
be deſired and loved as the Judgment propeands 
them to be good and true. But now in the Hiſbr- 
der of Nature tis otherwiſe. . We let out Deſires 


eſteem Chriſt, becauſe he is ſolpppolite to the chief 
Odject of their Deſires. A. worthy. Thought of 
Chriſt would exaſperate our baſe Aﬀe&ions that 
are carried to other things. Hear what the Apo- 
tle ſaith, Roms. 8. 5. They that. are after. the Fleſh, 
do mind the things of the Fleſh. . They mind _ 
thoſe things; they only ſavour and reliſh them. 


Chriſt, Men de other things ſerve. inſtead of 
him; and therefore they do not care for Chriſt. 
Now whe the Soul looks upon the Inſufficiency of 
all things elſe ta give Reſt and Quiet. to it, chen 
will prize bim. . When a Man extremely. wants 
12 nothing, will 278 him until n 
abam for want of 


a Child, tho he had 
1 e Lee e . 


is. the Ln o 
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How is it then that they 
of him, and count it 1 Diſhonour to them not to pro— 
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his Yiftory could do kim no good, when he had 
no Water to his: Thirſt.; Jug. 15. 19. 

Tban baſt given me. A Deliverancy, nd now | hab 
dis for Thirſt. Thus carnal Men hate other things, 
bat they ſhalldie and be damned for want of Chriſt. 
If:Men were brought to this, to fee that there 


were Satisfaction wenn * 


woul#ralne him 
8g. Ther do not knoly what it is to have an In N 
tereſt in Chriſt they never had Experience of him. 
the Difference between Chriſt and other 
EY The more Experience we have had of 
the leſs Satisfaction we perceive to be in 


ub dat the mort Experience we have of Chriſt, 
thamarege dere to- have. Taſte Chriſt once. 


_ ancMitfient: will be nd room left for any other De- 
freit>(Thaybu want other things, this maketh a. 


meads ona. As ais crieth out, Qaam ſuave 


mii ute Faſtum co tarere ſuavitaribus Nuparum ! 


A: Magimay be meary-of other Comforts, of the 
off Life, but you never heard of 
any; that: complained they had too much Love 
for Abhriſt. Men are: eaſily prejudiced againſt 
Chruſt, that never tried him. They that familiarly 
converſed with him among the Jens, they. faw his 


Miracles, the others faw only his Meanneſs. 


Obje#. But you wilt ſay, Do not carnal Perſons 
think Jeſus Chriſt worthy of any Eſteem from them 7 
think a and peat fo bonourably. 


fefs him 7:4 Turk, or a Jew, or a Pagan, they are 
Terms. of Reproach among us. 
An. Jo ſolve this Doubt I ſhall bew you, 


JA ely, In what manner they do e- 1 


2 Negatively, How they da not eſteem him. 
1ſt. Afﬀir- 


ver. 3. #he 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 31 
if. Affirmatively, How they may eſteem him. 
y els w : » out in Wor 

2 4 Man ſpeaketh out of a — 
Traditional Knowledg: A Man's Carriage is the 
beſt meaſure of his Eſteem; when the Judgment 
determineth aright, the Converſation is propor- 
tionable in ſome meaſure, that followeth atimum 
diftamen, the laſt Determination of the Heart. 
Men may thus profeſs they know Chriſt, and va- 
hue him, who live in an habitual Neglect of what 
he commands, and indulge and allow themſelves 
in a continual Practice of what he hath forbid- 
den. 

2. Indefinitely they may eſteem him, that is; 
in ſome nice and bare Speculations, when they do 
not look upon him as commanding what is contra- 
ry to their carnal Deſires; they confider Chriſt in 
an indefinite way, not ſuch a Perſon as he is ſet 
forth in the Word. Speculative Truths and ge- 
neral Apprehenſions do not thwart our corrupt 
Deſires. A Man may love Chriſt in general, but 
not in a particular way. 

3. They may have ſome partial Eſteem for him, 
as conceĩving him to be able to bring them to Hap- 
pineſs: John 6. 34. Lord evermore give us this 
Bread. And with Balaam they may wiſh, O that 

I might die the Death of the Righteous, and that n 
laſs End may be like his They would eſteem Chriſt, 
were it not for his hard Terms of Duty and Obe- 
4. Cuſtomarily in a Traditional way: They 
eſteem Chriſt ſo far, as he is commonly eſteemed 
of in the World. If any thing recede from the 
general Form and uſual Rate of Duties, it, is baſe 
in their Eyes, Wen with che com- 
K 2 . mon 


u in defpiſe chers that do 4 

more 

. 41. 1 
21825 theſe meet with a Scoff from 

— 2 

he danced before the Ark © +0. 


4 5 Always. Theſe two will ſomewhat 
I All of Chriſt. If Chriſt 
. then all of Chriſt 


YS, 
that Chriſt is ſet at 
of outward or inward 


A ef the? 
men 1 — 
— that is given to his ways in a State or 
Kingdom, and therefore do they fo often vary. 
| The ſame Men that were Proteſtants in King Ed- 
wards days, were Papiſts in Queen ,d and 
Proteſtants again in Queen Elizabeth's. England 
hath been often uſed totheſe Changes. Men look 
to the publick Favour that is given to the ways of 
Chriſt, and ſo join with them; but in times of 
and Oppolition, they hide their Faces 
from him, they will not own him. 

(2.) In time of inward Oppoſition : They af- 
ſent to the Goodnels of Chriſt in the general, till 
it comes to a particular Trial between him and 
their Luſts. When Chriſt cometh in competition 
with their ſenſual Pleaſure, and Honour, and Eſti- 
mation, then is he ſer at nought by them: = 
did not eſteem him upon theſe Terms, to part 
with their Luſts for him. So much for the Doctri- 


nal Part. 
Uſe, Is for I to give us the Diffe- 
rence between carnal Men and the People of God. 
Jewel to the 


Chriſt is an Abject to the one, and a 
other. *Tis good to obſerve this Difference of 


Eſteem and Valuation, and therefore I ſhall diſco- 
yer it on both ſides. 


_ 1. | ſhall ſhew you how the Wicked ſhew them- 
ſelves todiſeſteem Chriſt. 

2. How the Godly manifeſt their Eſteem to him. 
r. How the Wicked ſhew themſelves to dif- 
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care for obeying Chriſt, ſo they may ſatisfy 
Er. — Deſires? Tis ſaid, LN 
16. Eſau Ghar profane Perſon, as the Spirit 
of God brandeth him) for one Mer ſel of Meat ſold 
bis Birth-right. The Birth-right among the patri- 
archs was 2 pawn of the Bleſling of being Heir of 
te Promiſe. Now he eſteem'd the Satisfaction of 
his ſenſual Deſires more than his ſpiritual Prero- 
ive: Like another profane Perſon that ſaid, 
would not loſe his Portion in Paris, for his 
Portion in Paradiſe. The Jews would rather have 
 Barrabas delivered to them than Chriſt. They 
choſe the vile Pleaſures of Sin, or the vain things 
of the World, rather than the ſure Mercies of | 
David. Theſe the Apoſtle deſcribes to be, 2 Tim. | 
3. 4. Lovers of Pleaſure more than I overs of God. 
They prefer a little contemptible Pleaſure. before 
Chriſt. They venture their Souls for a Minutes 
Pleaſure, for one Dram or Taſte of it. 
. 2.) They prefer the pleaſing of carnal Men be- 
fore him. They can rather deny the Motions of 
Chriſs Spirit, than the importunate Solicitations 
of a wicked Friend. Many that are not allured 
into the Tents of Shem, are eaſily drawn into Sin, 
The moſt eaſy facile Natures and Diſpoſitions are 
hard enough to be wrought upon to any good, 
but they are eaſily drawn to ſin, and to continue 
wilful and ſtubborn to Chriſt. *Tis faid, Prov. 7. | 
22. He goeth after her ſtraitway as an Ox goeth to 
the Slaughter, or as 4 Fool to the Corredion 2 | 
Stocks. Whereas a godly Man faith as Joſeph, Hi 
can | do this great IWickedneſs, and ſin againſt God? 
They cannot ſo readily comply; others they will 
co loie 215 Souls, a oy leave 3 
mpany z ey cm y Nay to a Solicitation 
1 
(30 They 


4 yver.z. 
T 
x que he ik he will be a Diſgrace ta them, and 


th (3d Choper of dib. 235 
hey are ſo far from eſteeming Chriſt, 


therefore they are aſhamed to be joined to him in 
2 more ſtrict and holy way, eſpecially if they be 
in the World. They think to be religiqus 
Nicodemm being a Rabhi, was 


Night, ſpake boldly | 
2515 55 bear bim ? There js a baſe Didpolition 
in Men ; they think Religion a Diſgrace, and that 
tis an Abaſement to them to ſtand publickly for the 
ways of God, to vary from the Cuſtoms of the 
World, to begin holy. Conference, to do ſome- 
thing beyond the general Tenour and Frame of 
Profeſſion in the World. 

2. For the Godly,» they manifeſt their Eſteem 


of Chriſt divers ways. 


(1.) By labpuring after Communion rich. him 
with all Care, and Diligence, and. Earneſtneſs. of 
Deſire. O how they prize Communion with him! 


| Ty Loves are better than Mine, Cant. 1. 2. Thy lo- 


ving Kindue ſa is better than Lift, Plal. 63. 3. They 


would rather have ſome Intimations from God of 
* Love, than Life, and Comfort, and Honour. 


(2.) By rejoicing in bim when they have at any 
tine fave him: Cant. 1. 4. The Ki ing bath broug bt 
me into bis Chambers, we will r 
thee : Tale ys ſhould give them any Claſet- 
Mercies, weet Solaces of his Chamber. 
E gr. So . in Ga, for be bath 
e a 

By prizing thoſe things where they nd 
moſt of Chriſt, vic. his Ordinances and Ser vants, 
jndging they are the excellent ones of the Earth; 


K 4 Pal. 


| as A Prattical- Expoſition oy 
VII. 16. 3. And Pſal. 27. 4. One thi 28 
red of the Lord, that wil | ſeck after, that I may duck 
in the Houſe of the Lord all the days of my Life, to be: 
- ate dulce eee em- 


(4) By their Boldneſs in profeſſing him. A 
Man that is aſhamed of his Religion liſhoncureth 1 
it; Heb. 11. 16. They declared plainly that they | 
# Conntry, that is an And St. Paud fait 
Rom. 1. 16. Tam inot aſhamed of the Goſyed of 
Nature brands Evil with Shame. They conceive 
more honourably of Chriſt's ways, chan to be a- 
fraid to be ſeen in them. hay 


en Hearts, bat in the | 
— * alſo where they live. Men deſire that 
they eſteem ſhould be publickly advanced : 
14. 7. O that the Salvation of Iſrael were come 
Zion! When will the Lord bring back the C. 
bis People * 

* By avoiding all means whereby Chriſt may 
diſhonoured arid diſeſteemed. They would have 
forth in their Hearts, and in their 
Chriſtians are ofren voce ag to the 
God: 2 Li of gn 

may ſee your orks, 

ere Pet. 2. 12. 
r Conver ſations boneſ} the Gentiles, 
lows obey Book ape pou a evil Doers, they 
good VVorks which they ſhall be bold, glorify 
þ. Viſitation. One of their \__ I 
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80 St. Paul ſaith, 4 28. 20. For the Hope of Ifracl 


Ian bownd with this Cham, He holds it up in 


| 


<A. N 


* — 


The Fourth Verſe. 
Surely be hath born our Griefs, and carried our 
' Sorrows: Jet we did efteem hum ſtricken, ſmut- 


neſs of Chriſt's Birth, and the Manner of 
his appearing in the World, beginneth 
now to draw towards his Death and Paſſion, and 
in this Verſe entreth upon it ; and doth not bare- 


ly deſcribe Chriſt's Agonies and Fears, but ſhew- ' 


eth the Cauſe of it, confuting the Folly of the 
Jews, who rejected Chriſt becauſe he came under 


| this Diſguiſe of Meanneſs and Sufferings, by ſhew- 


ing it was for their ſakes: Surely be bath born Our 
Griefs, and carried Our Sorrows. 

This Text is the rather to be prized, becauſe 
as it is a clear Conviction againſt the Jews, ſo tis 
28 >, + 1 . 2 A 
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2 Ground of all Conſolation to Chriſtians. Ta. 


clear Demonſtration againſt the Jews, they canld 
never elude it, in ſo much that when Luther urged 
this place to them, they had but this poor ſhift, 
that certainly the People of the Jews did not de- 
ſerve theſe Plagues, and therefore the Meſſiah 
needed not to =— them away; or if 
deſerve them, it was becauſe they did not 
Chriſt enough, the Meſſia h. 
uſual with Peopl 
of their Miſeries. But other Jews En alt 


perſecute 
Thus tis 


upon the 


reading of this Chapter; and being asked wh, 


they anſwered, God was ſtricken and ſmi 
they could never put by that, they ſaid. And tis 


ther ſaid all St. Paul's Epiſtles were ſo, and thoſe 


3 little look upon it. The 
Parts are two. 

ft. Chriſt's Love. 
2dly. Man's Unthankfulneſs. 


two words; be bath born, he hath carried. 
3. The Objects, they are Griefs, Sorrows. 


2dly. Man's Unthankfulneſs in cenſuring o 


and deſpiſing him; and there conſider, 
(r.) The Perſons, We. 

2.) The Guilt, eſteeming Chriſt fricken 

ſmitten of God. Theſe are the Parts: and that 


1 < 


they did 


e to have an ill Apprehenſon- | 


the Ground of all Conſolation to Chriſtians. La- 


Floods of Confolation flowed out of this Foun- | 
— 4 He bath born our Grieſs, and carried our Sor- | 


If Chriſt's Love, which is ſet forth in that | 
_ Clauſe, Surely be bath born our Griefs, and carried | 
our Sorrows, fv there coniider, 
| 1. The Certainty of what is averred of Chriſt, | 
Sureh. | 
2. The Acts of Chriſt's Obedience ſet forth in [ 


os | 


erregen ora gag g. e SS MA ONT LLC DNTP 


verd. the 534 Chapter of Waiah. 139 


Shaker and 


1 Sins, and is pained for our ſakes. Then the Spe- 


thing implied, An unworthy Refuſal of him ſor 


* 


1 ſhall go ovet' them in a ſhort 
Explication, and then clear a Doubt 


the quoting of rheſe Words by St. Mat- 


| =: I ſhall firſt go over the words. 


Surely : To note, (1-) The Reality of the thing 


n tegard of Chriſt's Suffering, it was verily a 
| really done. (2.) To note 


the 


ruth of the 


po- 


| fition; this is a true Propoſition, Chriſt hath born 
dur Griefs ; he bore them, and tis true that he hore 
" | them really. And then for the Acts, he bore and 


carried ; they note a Suſception or taking up of 
things to put them upon our backs. And * the 
Objects, our Griefs, our Sorrows. The firſt word 
fignifieth Sickneſſes, the laſt Wounds : The one 
importeth the Sin, the other the Puniſhment of 


Sin: the Septuggint tranſlate it, x 7% «pagrias 


vucy Steel &, OZ} uur cauaTxi He beareth our 


cification of the Object, our Sins, our Griefs : It 
implieth firſt, that it is for our ſakes he endured 


| theſe Sickneſſes and Sorrows for us. - Secondly, 


He not only bore Pains for our fakes, 1 
Pains that we ſhould have endured, or at leaſt 
equivalent to what we ſhould have born and 
carried, if we had ſuffered for Sin. And it im- 
plieth not only the Cauſe of Suffering, but the 
Quality of Suffering. So much for the firſt 


Adly. For Man's Unthankfulneſs, yea evil Re- 
quital of Chriſt's Love: For here is firſt ſome- 


our Saviour ; Tet we. Secondly, The Ground of 
this Refuſal expreſſed upon a falſe ſuppoſition or 
ſurmiſe that all theſe Calamities came upon him 
by the juſt Judgment of God: We eſtermed bing 
Pricken, and ſmitten of God. Some read, quaſi 
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proſum, 
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is wrong. 
Soon, 
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uss ſtricken and ſmitten of God, becauſe he took 
may Diſeaſes. 


' literal Senſe is conceraing r — 

indy of Sins and n ; the bt os accom 
 modative Senſe, X 6 

' But how is it faid then, i 


* AX CE TR  TTYWW A ' Oy 


dk what he himſelf would 


. nm ny Yo We 


| Ver: the 534 Chijter of Tinh. gs © 


perly to be underſtood of Diſeaſes, how will the 
Clauſe agree ? for 'tis non-ſenſe to think he 


Diſeaſes bodily. 
might be fulfiled, 
which is a note of Difference when a Text is 


Chriſt's own Actions were in a manner Types 


i. - 


more 


142 7 Practical — pan 
flation of this place, ſa 
own ſelf bare dur Sins 1 
Now the words 
ſeveral brief Notes upon ew; for if 1 
ſpeak largely, I ſhall prevent my ſelf in the Chap. 
Tram i propoſe 2 Cn ] look 
1 ly upon it, tis a 
ſure thing a het 


Body on the Tre, 


the Truth of the thing, and the U 


d, Mat. 27. 54. Truly this was a juſt Man, and 


the Jun of EI They had ſome trextulous Cs. | 


ent before, but then he puts it our of queſtion : 
Truly it was fo, he was fome great Man. But to 


aithful Saying, and wortky of all Acceptation, that 


the Word of » Wo 
| 1 ſhall prove it to you a little by Parts. 


| that Js did not die for his own Sins, for. 
IP Prophet chiefly ſpeaketh And i hook 


8. 46. Chriſt maketh this Challenge, Whichs 
| cmvincech me Sin? Not. who can lay 
to my Charge? For they were read 


* 


1 Pet. 2. 22 Who bis | 


being explained, | ſhall give you | 


eep Aſſertion with which this | 


a true Prapoſitian, that Chriſt 
rear dar Sins, and carry our Griets; it noteth | 
nqueſtionable. } 
neſs of it: this ſurely chiefly relateth to that s 
Sins ; tho tis to the whole Sentence, yet to that 
expatica ly. The Note then is this: | 

1. That tis a moſt unqueſſionable Truth that | 
Teſus Chriſt ſuffered for our Sins. As the Centurion | 


ove it, take that place, 1 Tim. 1. 15. This i 6 | 


Crit Feſus came into the Wi orld to ſave Sinners, 'Tis | 
a ſure thing, an unqueſtionable Truth; ſo the | 
Goſpel of „r is a Word of Truth, Epb. 1. 
75 ont ard of its Effects tis called there the | 
Salvation; in regard of its Proper! 


1. 'Tis an unqueſtionable Truth agzinſt” the 


faithful to the Text, if 1 did not nt | 


GW AY Ns ey! 8 ly to by 
Any thing to his Charge, and to object againſt BY | 


. 
6 


e . & * 


A 


„ 
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\a Traytor, Deceiver, Glutton, Demoniack, 
8 but they could not make ic good, nor 


| convince him of it. Nay, tis worth the Obſer- 


vation, that God would not ſulter him to be con- 


demned till Pilate had ſolemaly acquitted him 


thrice by his own Mouth. See it in one Chapter, 


luke 23. 4. He ſaith to the Chief Prieſts and to the 


I find no fault in this Adan. And again, 


| ver. 14. Pilate ſaid to the Chief Prieſts, and the Ru- 


And there was nothing but popular Tumult, and 
| 2. confuſed Noiſe ot Voices, Crucify bim, crucifn 


J ˙· ro tab 


, UP. 2. 19. That part of the Prophets that con- 
| Voices. 


, and tbe People altogether, I have examined bim 


ore you, and have found no fault in bim touching 
— wb whereof ye accuſe bim. And in ver. 22; 
And be ſaid unto them the third time, Why whats Evil 
bath be done ? I have found no cauſe of Death in him. 


him, but no Cauſe ſpecified : Juſt as Tertullian 
faith of the old Chriſtians, Sue jure nos inimicum 
dulgus invadit lapidibus & incendizs : W hen they 


vere diſmiſſed from the Jodges, the common Peo- 


Ne u ould tear them in pieces, but they could aff 


ſign no Cauſe. Therefore ſurely. be bath Lora our 
| Grizfs. As in the pluce before quoted, the Cen- 
nion and they that were with him, when they 
 faw the Earthquake, and thoſe things that were 


done, were forced to teſtify his Innocence, Surely: 


this was ſome Hero, ſome Man highly favoured 


2. Tis an nnqueſtionable Truth that he died 
for our Sins, in that,. fee 7 7 

1. It is the ſum of all Truth; 2 Cor. 1. 20, For 
al ile Promiſes of God are in him Tea, and in him 
Amen. is called a mare ſure. Word of Propbegy, 


Chriſt, was move ſure than all Revelations 


2. This Truth is confirmed by God's Oath; 
Heb. 6. from 14, to 19. when God made a Promiſe | 
doggy ogg dah ray Folge 2 

ftvare by Himſelf, ſaying, Surely in Bleſſing 1 will ln 
? as the Apoſtle rea ſoneth Foy. | 


ther. Which, | 
longeth to us, through Chrifft. So that we. have 
two imniutable things, God's Promiſe, and God's 
Oath; Surely; that is God's Oath; it not, let 
me not be God. 


3. This is a Truth confirmed by Chriſt's own | 
poſt les and W itneſſes choſen ! 
to this purpoſe, whom the World was not able | 
to withſtand: And by a multitude of Miracles 


Teſtimony, by the Apoſt 


wrought by them, and extraordinary Gifts be- 


tained as a fure Truth, as a fure Word of Pro- 


| Uſe. It ſerveth to ſhew us how this Propoſition | 
is to be entertained by us, as a faithful Saying; | 


and worthy of all Acceptation and Belief. Such 
Truths are ſo commended to us, to. ſhew how they 
ſhould be received. Tis to check our Unbelief, 
that theſe Aſſeverations and Commendations are 
annexed to great Truths. A Phyſician commend, 
eth ſome Medicines, not that they need it, but 
that the Patient may the better take them. 
we ſay tis true, not as if there wete a doubt of 
dut that the Act of your Faith may be the more 


l. che General look upon k 56 faithful 


ing, That Chriſt the Son of God came into, tl 
World. There i a great gel of Differench, 
one doth not believe it to be a word of Ti 


ſtowed on them. Therefore it ſhould be enter. | 


vived and exerciſed upon theſe Truth. Naw | 
then cloſe with this Truth both in the general ind | 
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| ption, | 

Promiſes on the bright ſide ; why then look upon 
them in the humbling way, claim by the Apoſtles 
Tenure, He came to ſave Sinners, of whom I an 
chief, 1 Tim. 1. 15. He came todie for Sinners, 
why not then for me? | am ſure I am as much a 
Sinner as any other Man, and more too. The 
faithful Saying is, that Chriſt came to die for Sin- 
ners; ſurely I am Sinner 


Word be true, tis as true Chriſt came to take a- 
way our Sins. 


ing, that Chriſt came to die for 
that to believe a Lie, ſuppoſe | be a 


my Sins ? ls not 
Reprobate. 


Anfw. 1. The Word of God excludeth none but 


| thoſe that exclude themſelves. We are to go to 
God's revealed Will; that we are bound to be- 


Command, 

tho God had otherwiſe 
tis ſaid, 1 Tim. 2. 4. Who will have all Men tobe 
ſaved, and to come to the X of the Truth. 
God ſheweth them that the Promulgation of the 
Goſpel is general. 3 8 


that Iſaac ſhould die under his hand, 


2. Tho every wicked Man is not bound to be» | 
yet he is bound 


lieve that his Sins are 
to come to Chriſt that he may obtain 


neſs. Therefore I cloſe this Pro 


great deal of Joy, that ſurely Chriſt came to par- 
don our Sins, and to carry our Griefs. So much | 


the Odject of it, He bath born our Griefs ; that | 
W_ 


to this Uſe and Point. 
 2hy, From the firſt Act of 


loth to determine upon Comfort, they are afraid | 


enough for Chriſt to | 
fave, that you can ſay by Experience. Why if te 


But, how ſhall I look upon this as a faithful Say- 


lieve, tho in his ſecret Will it ſhould not be Truth. | 
As Abrabam was bound to believe after God's 


purpoſed ; for you know | 


oy = an an er ne a exe a noon mw = (A > we ues Eo 


poſition with 8 


r een 


1 Ver.. 
, took our Sins upon him: The Point is; 


upon him, the Scriptures 
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king 

his 0 a; a5 El. 18. 20. The Sor ſhall nor 
bear ity of the Futber, neither ſhall the Father 
*. — of the San - that is, his Wicked- 
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the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 
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Dot. 2. That Jeſus Chriſt bore the Guilt of our 


Sint. 

All our Griefs were really tranſacted and caſt 
delight much in the Ex- 
preſſion of Chriſt's bearing of our Sins, and it 
implieth two things. 

f. A Sublation, a taking of them away from 


us. 
2. A Saſception of them upon himſelf. Look 
as the Sacrifice is ſaid to bear the Iniquities of the 


ſurrection; Leu. 16. 22. And the Goat ſhall bear 
upon him all their 


ties unto a Land not inbabited. 


| SoChriſt is ſaid to bear our Sins in bis own Body upon 
the Tree, 1 Pet. 2. 24. 


the Guilt and the Puniſh- 
— them. So Heb. 9. 28. tis ſaid, Chrif 
once offered to bear the Sins of many. And 
- 29. Bebold the Lamb of God which taketh 


= 
. 
8 


ing in the Language of the Scripture implieth 
— of Guilt; not only Chriſt's ta- 
ay of Sin from us, but a taking of it into 


i 


-T 


| people; and the two Goats, the Slain Goat and 
the Scape Goat, typed out Chriſt's Death and Re- 
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Weeds and Dunghil-Rags for his own Royd 
Robes. It was much for Joſhua to have his — 
Garments taken from him, more to have c 
of Rayment, moſt of all chat Chriſt ſhould 
ſuch caſt-off Rags upon himſelf. We are Righ- 


teouſneſs in him, he is Sin in us. In the great | 


Contrivance of the Covenant every thing is done 
by way of Exchange. The Son of God was made 
the Son of Man, that the Sons of Men might be- 
come the Sons of God- He took our Miſery, that 


we might have his Glory. He was born of a W. 


man, that we might be born of God : Chriſt was 


really Sin for us, that we might be really righte- | 


ous in him. 


2. That he might deſtroy Sin in us, by taking 


it into his own Perfon; 1 Pet. 2. 24. He bore ow 
Sins in bis Body on the Tree, that we might be dead 


we might be unbora to Sin: It cannot be fully 


reads. We were before den bs Sins : Cal 


would make us dead to Sin, and therefore he took 
it into his own Perſon. 
Diſeaſes paſs from us by the Tranſmiſſion of the 


Infection to others. Chriſt was infected as it were | 


by our Corruptions, that we might be free. We 
that were dead in — are now dead to Sin; the 


Vigour and th of Sin being extinguiſhed by 
Virtue derived Chriſt's bearing of them, | 
whereby the Soul is reſtored to Health again 


The Uſes of this Point 


1 To diſcover to us the Love of Chriſt, where- 


by our Faith hath ſomewhat to fix and dwell upon. 
The Love of Chriſt is ſeen, in that he would not 


his own Perſon. Here is the loweſt 


oa, and ſo the higheſt Expreſſion of Love, * | 


unto Sin + «Toavopervcts The word fignifieth, that 


only take away the Guilt of Sins, but take it into | 
Condeſceni · 


Ca. 


ve. the 53d Ch of Waiah. | 
| wes made Sin, This is that which is moſt abhorrent 
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Faith! Here is Cauſe of Triumph, Col. 2. 14. 


„ r e 


Dody. But I will not ſpeak to that now. 


e 
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6. 
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y things for us, but there is the 
higheſt Wonder of his Love, that he ſhould be 
made Sin for us. Uſually that is the higheſt Ex- 
of Love, when Men do not only ſtoop 
th themſelves, but do that which is contrary 
to their Natures to do us good. As when a ſtern 
Man doth not only ſerve our Neceſlities in his own 
way, but with great Affability; and when a mo- 
deſt Man is bold for our ſakes. Theſe things take 
with us, when Men deny their very Tempers and 
Diſpoſitions to ſerve us. This was the greateſt 
Self-denial in Chriſt to become Sin. O work it 
upon your Hearts, and diſplay it betore your 


Whatever was contrary to us, Chriſt took it away, 
nailing it to bis Craſs. How nailed it? It was nail- 
ed when Chriſt was nailed : He bore it in his own 
Perſon: O bow hath God provided for the Tri- 
„ r * MY 

Dock. 3. I mi urther © „ That Sin is 
. 
He took our Griefs or Sickneſs. The more gra- 


cions, the more healthy the Soul is: 3 Ep. Jahn 2. 


I wiſh above all things that thou mayſt proſper and be in 
Health, even as thy Soul proſpereth. Gaius had a 


| _ healthy Soul in a fickly Body. As a Diſeaſe blaſt- 
. eth. the Perfection and Beauty of the Body, fo 


doth Sin that: of the Soul, it doth not thrive and 


Proſper under it. There are ſome Sins that bear 


2 great Analogy and Reſemblance with outward 
Dilcaſes, and aeft the Soul juſt as they do the 


L 3 
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t5o NA 
It to a fourth Point from the ſecond AQ 1 
of Chriſt's Love. 


Dock. 4. Thar the Lord Jeſus Chriſt took 29 
our Sickneſs, but our Sorrows. 
Hedid not only bear our Griefs, but carried 4 


Sorrows - that is, took not only ww 


our Puniſhment upon him; that by 

Wrath that we ſhould have indured if we had fee 
fered for Sin, 
the Wrath of God: he put put hirnſelf in our ſtead 
Chriſt would give us an Experience 

freed us from in his own Perſon. That 1 may 
make this out to you, conſider, 1. What; 2. 2. How; 
3. Why Chriſt ſuffered. 

1, What Chriſt ſuffered : his Sufferings were 
not only outward and viſible, ſach as he endured 
in the Garden, in the Hall, and on the Crofs, Buf- 
fetings, Scourgings, taunting Inſultations, _ 
mocked, ſpit upon, crowned with 
_ ced, crucified ; not only theſe, but inward Suffer 
ſuch as were, 


(r.) The Aſſaults of ſpiritual Wickedneſſes 
Chriſt under great Agonies, 


The Devil ſeeing 


thought he had a great him, and 
therefore was very buſy with him. Now God 


t Advantage 


gave him leave, and Chriſt offered as it were the | 
being ſtirred with Paſſions ;-tho-as 2 
_ Glaſs of clean Water that is ſhaken, there was 50 


Occaſion, 


Filth to ariſe, God gave Satan leave, the Chains 
of his Providence being taken off from him, 
that place, Luke 22. 53. This is 
"Power of Davkneſs e i eg, & i fxoiot 70 ers- 

$ licentious Time; it was as it were let looſe 
do what it would. The mor 
tempt Chriſt in his Faſti 
nnr 


* * 
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even the Curſe of the Law, and 
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Vers. the 53d Cl of ih. 251 


kind of Licence to tempt Chriſt ſo far as it. might 
of his Perſon. 
(2.) The Deſertion of God the Father, where- 
by all Comfort was eclipſed and hidden from his 
Soul; he was ſequeſtred from all ſenſe of 
tho the Union were not diſſolved. Therefore he 
crieth out, Mat. 27. 46. My God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me? Tho he loſt his Father's 


Love, twas not as if he had Apprehenfiogs that 


there were any Change in God towards bim; 
God was the ſame to Chriſt ſtill, tho not appear - 
ing in the ſame way: As the Sun is —— 
whether it ſhine through a red or green Glas, ar 


ſo caſteth ſometimes a comfortable, and ſome- 


times a bloody Reflection. 5 
(3.) He ſuffered inwardly the Impreſſions of his 
Father's Wrath, and that was a heavy Burden in- 
deed; and therefore he ſaith, Mat. 26. 38. My 
Soul is ing ſorrowful, even unto Death. *Tis 
ſaid, Gal. 3. 13. He was made a Curſe for w - not 
only deprived of Love, but made a Curſe. He 
ſuffered fo much of the Wrath of God, and un- 
derwent the Curſe of the Law ſo far forth as it 
might ſtand with his Office and Perſon, that if he 
had not been God, he would have remained und 
that Curſe to all Eternity. A 
2. How he ſuffered, ?Twas with a great deal 
of Reluctancy and Conſternation expreſſed in his 
Prayers, Fears, Grief, inſomuch that he needed 
an Angel to comfort him; and yet notwithſtand- 
ing he was in fo great an Agony, that he ſweat 
great Drops of Blood: the word is Jeoups, 


Crumbs and Clots of Blood, Luke 22. 44. That 


| Implieth a great deal of Conſternation of Mind. 
_ Ordinarily Men, when they are in a great Paſlion, 


emit Sweat; but the Impreſſion of it was ſoftrong 
"4 928 


upon Chriſt, that he emitted Blood, nay thick 
Clots of Blood, a ſign that bis Soul labouted under 
the Violence of ſtrong Paſſions. How poorly then 
provide for the Honour of our Saviour, 
fay he ſuffered no more than the Cruelty and 
Malice of Men ! The Martyrs have ſuffered a great 
deal of more outward Cruelty from Men cheer- 
wy, when they have been ſawed, burned, 


(1.) He ſuffered to free us from the Wrath 
which he endur'd, that was one end; 1 Tbeſſ. i. 
10. Even Jeſus mho delivered us from Wrath to come. 
Therefore he underwent it in his ewn Perſon; 
and the Pains of Hell did in a manner compaſs him 
round about. The Ground of this Reaſon lieth in 


this, that Chriſt was our Surety and Subſtitute, 


and therefore was to ſubject himſelf ro that Wrath 
which we had deſerved by our Sins, and ſhould 
bave endured in our Perſons, if he had not re- 
deemed us from it. Our Surety muſt carry ous 
Sorrows. He was to ſuffer not only for us, but in 

our Name and Stead : And the Surety was to pay 


the ſame Sum of Money that the Debtor oweth; 


Heb. 7. 22. Jeſus was made a Surety of a better Teſta- 
ment. The Debt of Puniſhment was to be exact- 
ed of him, as well as the Debt of Obedience. je- 
ſus was made our Surety, and he fully ſatisfied 


him, by ſuffering it in his own Perſon. 
(2.) He was to ſuffer, to fatisfy for our Sins that 
be had taken vpon him: for our Sins were really 


* 4 * 
. 
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God's Juſtice for that Puniſhment that we owed to 


ö 


| 


Ver.. the 53d Chapter of Lai. 133 
dat upon Chriſt, as was ſhewn in the former Point. 

P 4X the Sins, and the Puniſhment which was the 
wrath of God, it followeth by a neceſſary Conſe- 
quence, that he who bore our Griefs, ſhould alſo 

carry our Sorrows. The Ground of this Reaſon 
s, becauſe as God meant to magnify his Mercy at 
this time, ſa alſo his Juſtice. tie would not par- 
don Sin oy ayes 8 
our Surety; Pſal. 116. 5. Gracious is the Lor 
righteous. Now if God had reſtored Mankind 
without requiring our Sins of Chriſt, he had only 
diſcover d his Mercy. Nay, if an ordinary Deathi 
had been accepted, as ſome dream of an Acce 
tion, it had been all Grace ſill. Now 'twas 
God's Deſign to expreſs his Juſtice as well as his 


Mercy: Rom. 3. 25. Whom God hath ſet forth ta be 


a Propitiation through Faith in his Blood, to declare bis 
Righteouſneſs for the Remijſion of Sins. And the A- 
poſtle repeateth it, ver. 26. To declare, I ſay, his 
Righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the Fuſtifiey 
of bim that believeth in Jeſus : that is, that he might 
be acknowledged juſt, even while of Mercy be 
iorgave Sins. This is what the Light of Nature 
teacheth Men, That Juſtice muſt be ſatisficd be- 

fore Mercy could have a tree Paſſage. And in- 
deed in the buſineſs of Believing, the Soul ſtick» 
eth here: God is a juſt God, and this was what 
made the molt ſeeing and knowing Heathens to be 
at a toſs, how Divine Juſtice could be ſatisfied : 
And therefore to expiate Guilt, they would give 
all that was near and dear to them, the Fruit of 
their Bodies for the Sin of their Souls. Whereas 
the Goſpel, you. ſee, holdeth it forth. in a ſweet 
way, Chriſt ſuffering the infinite Wrath of his 
Father, even as much as would have ſunk any Soul 
to Hell cternally, if it had been laid upon him. 
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Theſe A e 
will not traverſe all the Arguments and 


Hearts of the Hearers, when they are propoſed i 
2 controverſal way; and therefore leſt 1 ſhould 

judice this comfortable Doctrine, while I go 
about to confirm ir, I ſhall only touch upon two 


c | 


| Point. 


dud God love w eh 7 How is 
 Lanſwerbrieflyz The Freeneſs 


Mercy dach ner ex:lnde the Pulses of Chrifs Me» 


rit. You ſhall ſee the Apoſtle joineth both toge- 
ther, God's Mercy and Chriſt's Merit, Rom. 3. 24. 
Being juſtified freely by bis Grace through the 

en that is in Jeſus Chriſt. Freely, in reſpect of us; 
we could contribute nothing of Deſert, nor no- 
thing of Satisfaction toward it: There can be no 
Price paid by our felves, nor by any for us. We 
could not ſatisfy for our ſelves, nor merit a Satiſ- 
3 therefore there is a great deal of Free- 
gave Chriſt for us. The Scriptures always 
of Chriſt as a Gift : For God ſo loved the 
that be his only 


begotten Son. There are divers 


Firſt, In that he gave him of his own accord: 
We could not i 
5. 1. As God ſaid in another like caſe, 
of them that ſought me not. *Tis impolſli- 
ble that Man or Angel 
trivance in his 


Mercy held forth in it, in that God freely | 
orld, | 


Reſpets that ſet out the Freeneſs of the Gift. | 
our Thoughts to ſuch a De- | 
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„ 
to ask it Se- 
condly, Freely ; becauſe as we cannot _— | 
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| & we cannot requite it. God giveth Chriſt to 


them that can give nothing for him. But this 
muſt be the Work of another 
. oF Af op 
lhe erings were , 
ours to 1 There are divers Anſwers; I 
will give you that which is molt fatisfying. 

1. 1 diſtinguiſm of our Puniſhment ; it may be 
conſidered two ways, As to the Subſtance, and as 
to the Circumſtances of it. For the Subſtance, 
Chriſt ſaffered ir fully, even infinite Wrath, tho 
not with ſuch Circamſtances as could not ſtand 
with his Perſon and Office. 5 

2. That thoſe Circumſtances, the Eternity and 
Duration of our Puniſhment, are not ſo much in 
regard of the Puniſhment it ſelf, as the Perſons 
that undergo it: *Tis becauſe they cannot conquer 
and get above it. Now Chriſt was ſuch an ex- 
cellent Perſon, that he could not only undergo in- 
finite Wrath, but get above it. Chriſt could ſer 
himſelf free by his own Power. The Scriptures 
hint this Anſwer in that Expreſſion, Acts 2. 24. 
Having looſed the Pains of Death, becauſe it was not 
poſſuble be ſhould be bolden of it. Death and the Curſe 
were as it were in Travel : for look what Pains 
and Throws a travailing Woman ſuſtaineth till 
ſhe be delivered of her Burden ; even ſuch Pangs 
did 41 the * feel till Chriſt were 
gotten them, for ic was impoſſible he 
could be holden of it. Thus for that Objection. 
Thoſe Curſes that would have continued upon him 
forever and ever, Chriſt conquered by the Power 
5 his Godhead, for he was to ſuffer triumphant» 


Uſer. 1s Exhortation, to p to thres 
i Exhortation, to preſs you q 


1. To 


pon Chriſt. 
(i.) Meditate upon it in your Thoughts : Herg 
is enough to take them up to all Eternity. 
Sufferings ſeem to challenge from us a ſerious Can. 
templation ; Lam. 1. 12. Js it nothing ta you, all ye 
that paſs by 2 Bebold and ſee if there be any 
like unto my Sorrow, which 15 done unto me, 


of t 
Na this way chat will ſerve. What is 
Reaſon that ow that know the Evil of Sin, 
the Mercy of Chriſt, do no more love Chriſt 
hate Sin ? They have bur a flight and ſuperficial 
Apprehenſion, it ſwimmeth upon the top of their | 
Thoughts, and is readily up. *Tis true, we are | 
48 Sinners and God is merciful. Theſe Men, tha 
they ſpeak often of it, do leaſt of all believe it. 

Therefore, do not haſtily run over theſe Truths, 
The Scriptures always when they eſs the Love 
of God, they ſeem to give occaſion for ſome Pauſe 
of the Thoughts; God ſo loved the World > Behold 

what manner of Love! and the like. The Works 
of God's Providence require an accurate ſearch : 
Pſal. 111. 2. The Works of the Lord are great, and 
to be ſought out by all that take Pleaſure tberein. Much 
more the great Contrivance of the Covenant. 
Take it into your Thoughts, what it is to have a 


VIE and a God puniſhing ! 


(2) Obs | 


ver.. the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah. 157 
(a.) Obſerve it with Admiration. One faid he 
had gotten this Good by Philoſophy, that he had 
learned to admire at nothing. The more you 
know of the things of God, the more you will ad- 
mire at every thing, eſpecially at this great My- 
ſtery. There is an Obſervation of Curioſity, 
when Men look into every Creek of it by their 
Reaſons, and ſo loſe themſelves in a Miſt of Er- 
rors. The Chriſtian way is to look upon it with 
Admiration, to admire the Wiſdom of God, that 
he ſhould in ſuch a ſweet way magnify infinite 
Wiſdom and infinite Juſtice at the ſame time. 
This very thing, the Sufferings of Chriſt, the An- 
gels deſire to pry into, 1 Pet. 1. 12. If you con- 
ſult the Context, you will find it fo. He alludeth 
to the two Angels that were ſet upon the Mercy- 
ſeat, which was the Covering of the Ark, and 
typed out Chriſt. They would fain fee the ut - 


moſt of this Myſtery ; they deſire to look into it 


out of a thirſt of Knowledg, or a delight in Medi- 
tation. So 1 Tim. 3. 16. Seen of Angels that is, 
this was the raviſhing Object that took up their 
Thoughts. 

2. To learn that which God teacheth us in ſuch 
an Inſtance. There are many profitable Leſſons: 
I will but name them. Firſt, There is the Evil of 
Sin; God would expreſs his Hatred againſt it, by 
puniſhing it in Chriſt, Sin is ſuch a thing, that 
when Chriſt did but take the Guilt of it into his 
own Perſon, he muſt ſuffer the infinite Wrath of 
his Father. Secondly, Then the impartial Seve- 
rity of divine Jaſtice z God ſpared not his own 
gon. *Tis ſaid, 2 Pet. 2. 4. That be ſpared not the 
Angels that /anned, but caſt them down to Hell, But 
lo, here is a greater Inſtance, Rome. 8. 32. He ſpa- 
red not bis own Son, when he bore our Sins by Impu- 
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2 No Prerogative _ can J. 1 In vain 

do Men pretend Privileges 

There is nothing but Chriſt that hath born Wrath, 
that we can Wrath. There is no- 


Thindiy. The 


0 e 
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+ through Chriſt. "Tis Mercy, 


ed, when Juſtice is ſatisfied : 
caufed our greateſt Horror, cauſeth now our 


would Men have given heretofore to appeaſe Ju- 
ice? It could never enter into Mens T 
which way that ſhould be done, till the Goſpel re- 
vealed it. 

3. To render Praiſe and Thankſgiving to God: 
We enjoy a great deal of Benefit by ir, and great 
Benefits require a great deal of Duty. Here is 
double Motive to Praiſe : The Wrath of God is 
taken away from us, and Chriſt endured it for us. 
As to 8s being takegawey from ws, Lt, | 


nſt God's Wrath. 


greateſt Triumph. God is a juſt God. What | 


Ver. 4. the 53d Chapter of Iſaib. 239 
it is to be freed from the Wrath of God: What 
thould we have endured if Chriſt had not made 
uch a Satisfaction! You cannot expect that I 
ſhould give you a Map of Hell. I have obſerved 
that great Truths never do well when they are 
painted by Fancy. War and Hell are rather plea- 
fant in the Deſcription than horrible. Ir is like 
there may be a little ſhrinking in the Soul; as a 
gentle freſh Gale that is let out vpon the face of 
the Sea may a lirtle furl the Surface and upper 
part, rather than ſtir the Billows, it doth not 
work ſoundly. A mere Relation is better than a 
paſſionate Deſcription. O conſider then what it 
is to be deprived of all Senſe of the Favour ot 
God, to be delivered over to Torments 
endleſs, and remedileſs, One flaſh of God's 
Wrath into our Conſciences, how doth it make us 
roar! And if a Drop be fo irkſom, what is it to 
have an Ocean of Wrath poured upon us, and to 
de overwhelmed in Soul and Body! O what a 

Mercy is it that our Saviour hath delivered us 
from this everlaſting Vengeance of Hell Fire! I 
had rather you ſhould inlarge your Hearts to 
| think of theſe things, than expatiate upon them. 
Io haveall this taken away, ſhould make us abound 

mn Praiſe. And then in the next place conſider, 
how Chriſt took it upon himſelf; He bath carried 
or Sorrows. There are ſome rare Inſtances and 
tions of thoſe in Story, that have ex- 
themſelves to Violence and Cruelty for a- 
thers; as in Damon and Pythias, Pambo, &c. But 
none riſeth ſo high as this, to wit, the leaving of 
infinite Glory to ſuffer infinite Wrath for us : 
That was a hard Exchange. O then work it upon 
your Thoughts, that you may live to that God 
that gave himſelf for you! n 


them, and to their Conſciences. 
Diſpleaſure, tho not Wrath. There may be Af. 


to bring us nearer to God. 


that Faith urgeth upon the Soul is drawn from 
- Chriſt's Suffering for us: Gal. 2. 20. The Life which 


who loved me, and gave bimſelf for me. 1 
ſhould have been given, but he gave himſelf in 
my ſtead. 

 Uſe2. Is Information to the Children of God, 
to ſhew the Happineſs of thoſe that have an In- 
tereſt in Chriſt's Death. There is no Wrath a- 
gainſt them; Iſa. 27. 4. Fury is not in me. There 
may be ſometimes filis ſub ira; they may have 
ſome Apprehenſions of God's Wrath through 
their own Sins, when they have offended God. 
They muſt get a new AQ of Pardon aſſured to 
There may be 


and that in purſuance of Divine Venge- 
ance. Tho for the Matter, they be the ſame as 


light wicked Men, yet their Habitude and 
Uſe is changed unto God's Children. They are 


of exceeding great Uſe to them, to quicken them 
to Duties, to humble them for Sin, to keep Luſts 
low, to prevent Vanity and Pride of Heart, and 


Verſe. 


I live in the Fleſh, 1 live by the Faith of the Son of | 
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Gion, for a Teſtimony of the Reality of his uf. 
keridgs, re theſe Wonnds and Scars. 80 
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N Tue Chaſtiſentent of Retribytions' 758 
bind ; that is, God payed him hat 


hes payed vs, namely, Puniſhment nd Wrath: 


But I conceive it noteth here that peace and Re- 


conciliation that is between God and à Snner gu; 
Chriſt was chaſtiſed to procure it for ust 81 
made us od „and Enemies to God: Here is 
the firſt Privil ze, Chriſt bore the 
13. A ſtrange Parad 
2, ing. ange aradox, 
think, that we ſhoald be "healed by Yom ther's 
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Sin. From the Wounds, pu Bet 70 
| himſelf: From the infection, Sin = | 


it, as you will ſee hereafter. 


I come to the Points, ase 
to the Parts of the Text. 


,acrording 


1. That the Lard Jeſs at his Death ebdured 
many cruel and bitter Suffering. 


2. Thar all thieſe Sufferip ings ee 


W a reffions. © 
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and bodily Sufferings, and what he ſuffcred from | 


the Cruelty and Malice of Man, I ſhall mcſt of all 


touch upon theſe things, that they may be matter 


of Meditation to you. | 
1. He was betrayed by his own Diſciple ; that 


is fad. It was a double Stab to Ceſars Heart, 


when Brutus was among the Conſpirators; the 
Grief is the more by far. 


David in the Perſon of 


Chriſt complaineth of it, Pſal. 55. 12, 13. 1 was 


that 


uot an E me I could bau 


born it; neither was it be that bated me that did mag- 


ify bim ſt me, then I would baue bid my 
> . it was thou, 4 Man, 2 
qual, my Guide, and mine Acquaintance. 


2. Forſaken by the reſt of the Diſciples : Mak | 


14. 54- Aua they all forſook bim and fled; that is, 


all the Diſciples. And that is a Miſery to be de- | 


prived of the Solace of Friends when we moſt 


want them. A Friend is for Adverlity ; that is 
the Reaſon of our Choice, that we may have ſome 
to ſtand by us in evil times. But all are gone. 


3. He was an Odject of the common Hatred. | 


They do not only come out againſt him with 
Swords and Staves, the uſual Inſtruments 2 
gai 


| nothing 
En 
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Men: Deut. 21. 23. Curſed is every one hang- 
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of the three. And when he was dead, bs 


Malice, to triumph over the Dead! Thus I 
hos pla you «tate of wher yo MRP 
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De 1. It ſerveth for Conſolation, for Bub 


Mikey 6 to caſe the Soul. The great Sting of 


is, that we think it ſtrange, and fuch a 
thing as never ha Is there any Sorrow like 

Sorrow ? Lam. 1.12. We are all apt to fay fo. 
| Why here is He TOP Chriſt, that he 


might 


Spear, Jobn 19. 34. An impotent 
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And %is the Lot of many of Golf's People how 'to 
de "Eruelly handled dy rude Hands; and -evil 
Neighbours look'upon the day of their Brethtens 
Adverſity, and are as ſome of ent thaodadt; +5 4 
4. To de denied the Benefit of Law, the Wall 
of our Safety, the Fence of ar Priviteges and In- 
ä . The thing we ſuffer many times doch 
not grieve us ſo mach as the Injuſtice of it.. Why 
| Chriſts ceſe;- he was condematd, 
tho none coula faſten the leu Guile lg. 
80 is Oy a Chriſtian's Jae all 
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Nen kit to balbbemef chat they 'mayt 
"the Merit of Chriſt's Paſſion. and eſtabliſh 


4 ample. Chriſt did not only leave va n 

> e, but ſatisfied for our Sins. left us more 

AY 155 an Exatniple of Sin, and Ch left vs * 
than an Example of Suffering. 15 ah 


2. The derogatory Doctrine of the P; „ who 
extend this full Satisfaction of Chriſt to s only 
committed 'before_ Baptiſm; but as 57 mortal 
Sins, and Sins committed after Baptiſm, they W 
we receive Forgiveneſs only of the eternal, 
ot of the temporal Puniſhmenc of them, 

remaineth to be ſuffered by 3 
"of Divine juſfice. But 4 the Scriptares fpeak 
"Þ fully of all Sins, Tratiſgrefions and Iniqufties 
| *Aatisfied for, why ſhovid' Men fancy a Reſtraint ? 
| In humane Matters we account thoſe "rhe farge 
"are in our Favour och quark Lug r 
i . 
ians, ſtand for ,your, Liberty Thoſe ks. En- 
croachments of Aneichritt 
3- That fond Dream of ſome thet think chi, 
F were any way for himſelf. 
for it, Zuke 24. 26. Ole oe Chi 16 hiker 
| -.tdtheſe things, and then to enter into bis Glory 2 That 


proveth 
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which. Ia Dan. 7. 26. it is aid, The Me mg 
beet off, but not for bimſelf. And ſo here, He 

mand for nr Tranſl, and braſel for 


_ -Uſe 2. Is Exhortation to look upon the Cauſe of 


Chrift's Safferings. Mr. Perkins well obſerverh it 
upon 


upon him in a Crucifix, is 
Superſtition to the Eye ; and to look upon his Suf- 
ferings as a dolorous and fad Story, is ſtitian 
to the Ear. Look then upon them 
to the Cauſe, to wit, our Sins. This is the Con- 
ſideration that maketh them profitable and uſefpl 
to us. The Cauſe yieldeth this Profit. 
1. Here is Matter for our Faith to work upon: 
-Chriſt died for thoſe things that trouble a graci- 
ous Heart, viz. Sins. One faith, ſend drooping 
Chriſtians to the 5 3d of Iſaiab, ſend them to this 
place, He was wawmnded for that for which your 
Conſciences were wounded. When the Soul groan- 
eth under the fad a 
and Hell's Horror, why here is thy Comfort, He 
was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions. Pray as thoſe 
for the Diſtreſſed, Job 33. 24. Deliver me from go- 


„ here I have found a Ranſom ; ſhew him 


Chriſt's Wounds ; O Lord, wilt not thou forgive | 


in a Servant what thou didſt puniſh in a Son? 
What is there in Sin that there is not in Chriſt's 


- Sufferings? Are they manifold? Tell God here 
are 


refer 


fions of God's Wrath 


ing & to the Pit; I have found a Ranſom, 0 


| 


The Effects of Sin were never 10 


imagines. 
when he bore it I 


ver. 5. the 53d Chapter of Thaiah. 172 

ounds, Bruiſes, Stripes, Chaſtiſements, Are 
they er Here is infinite Wrath di- 
fully ſatisſied. Art thou a baſe, vile, 


* — ? Chriſt is a glorious and all-ſufficient 
| Saviour: Every way here is Triumph for Faith. 


2. Here is an Object for your Love: Tis a great 
Tin the Love of Qui, tha that he was 
wounded for our Tran yoo 
fer uulnera; you may ſee his Boweis 
Wounds. A ſtrange kind of Surgery! The Choke 
Body is ſick, and the Head wounded to cure it, 
We committed the Sins, and Chriſt ſuffered the 
Puniſhment due to them. Uſually we love them 
more that ſuffer for us, hon tha thee otherwiſe 
do us O work it upon your Aﬀettions ! 

3. It giveth you Help in your Endeavours a- 
gainſt Sin. 

(1.) Its a Help to bumble us for Sins paſt. There 
is a Leanneſs in the Soul many times, and we can- 
not make Sin ſo pdious and grievous to our Souls 
as we would. Take in this Circumſtance; all 
Chriſt's Sufferings and Wounds were but the Ef 
feds of our Sins. This is a Glaſs which will dif- 
cover it to us, our Know is by the Effects. 
apparent and 
eminent as in Chriſt. O look upon Him whom 
you have pierced, and then mourn, Zech. 10. 12. 

(2.) To caution you againſt Sins to come. Here 


. 2K Experience, and from 
e. 


1. From Experience : Sin is not ſo ſweet as the 
Chriſt ſuffered bitter things 


. er 


+ ud 
is red, 
Fo BI Gnu when.it niwvtrh it 

eeming Pleaſure of 
eo Chriſt dear; 5 "ris a flat. 
ering deceiving thing. 

2, From. Love. G ſhall I wound Chriſt again 
Shalf L. grieve God once more? We hate ih 1 
which hath. injured our Friends. Shall 1 allow 
that in my Boſom which Chriſt hates? Uſe your 
ſelves to theſe Meditations upon the leaſt Solicita- 
2 to 1 Adultery, and the We: 
For as much as Chriſt bath ſuffered 
arm your ſelves ſelves likewiſe with the 2 


rs with ſuch Contemplations as Chriſts Death 
affordeth us. He ſpeaketh of it as a great Reme- 
Ay againſt Temptarions. By ſuch Thoughts the 
Work of the Spirit is perfected. By Drunken- 
neſs thou giveſt him Vinegar to drink: I by Op- 
is a wounding of his Sides : Wreſting 


essa 1 Ginn of Eloi 1 Elias - 0 1 


1 Dee e Maans: laſt Point, 
That by theſe Suffering n 


N 
the firſt of theſe emeſis. 


1 bein 
1. That Chriſt bath 


The I meaneth, we ſhould arm our 
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E Atonement and 


Ver. 3. ee, m yp 


take to be that Recbucili atioir and Amity thit Was 
wrought but, between God and a Sinner: Ci 
was chaſfiſed to procure jt for us, and all other 
things that follow'upon.it; 
1 tall 2 prove it to you 'by <triptore, 
of the great Benefits that we en Gen by _ 
| cafferings is e or the Fayour 
afew Striptüfes: Roi. 5. 1. 
Faith, we bave Peace with Gad, throu 4 
ſus Chriſt. There is Peace of C6 

eſe” Vt! our 


Peace wi which is noth 

00 360 ecoriciliatio — 4 "very 
one that is juſtified hath. riot Peace of plcietve, 
bat every one that is juſtified bath Pegte ithGod. 
There is a Qarrel between God and the Soul, be. 
cauſe of Sin: ybur Sins have ſeparated 
God and you. Sin maketh God not only 
Enemy, but a ſevere Puniſher. Now this' — 
and Quarrel is taken up by Chriſt: Thro "Tefus, 
tis aid, Ve have — 2 ne aden Ben er 


Friend. 80 Col. 1. 20. Aud having 3 
f bis 5 £4 him to Yeptmeile all 
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| not but look upon him as a Puniſher of it. Now 


Ver. 5. the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah. 


177 
(1.) The Guilt of it: There can be no Peace as 
long as this lieth charged upon the Soul. This works 


all that Diſtance and Hatred between us and God; 


and therefore Guilt will cauſe Horror: Job 13. 
26. Thou writeſt bitter things againſt me, and maleſt 
me poſſeſs the Iniquities of my Touth. That is bitter 


enough, to poſſeſs Sins, to own the Guilt of them. 


It was as great a Threatning as Chriſt could uſe, 
when he told the Fews they ſhould die in their Sins, 
John 8. 21, 24. O ?tis a miſerable thing that 
Death ſhould ſeize us in our Sins! What a 
Perplexity is the Soul then left to? Whither will 
it go when itdieth in its own Guilt ? Now this is 
taken away by Chriſt ; and therefore it is fo often 
faid, that we have Remiſſion of Sins by his Blood ; 
222 And the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth us 

(2.) The Power of Sin. This diſturbeth and 
fileth the Soul with the ſenſe of God's Wrath, 
and imbittereth the Soul againſt God. Through 
the Strength of Sin we hate God, becauſe we can- 


Chriſt ſlayeth this Hatred by ſending 


his Spirit to 


through Jeſus 


The 


178 AA Practical Expoſition upon 

nailing it to bia Croſs. He would not leave 
72. for Doubt or Suſpicion; be hath pro- 
vided againſt all our Scruples: Chriſt would not 
leave the leaſt Line uncroſſed, our own Confeſſi- 
ons do not make againſt us. As ſoon as you give 
in the Bill, Chriſt teareth it : He hath nailed all in 
Triumph to his Crofs. You can urge many things 
againſt your ſelves; ay, but all theſe things are 
pardoned, and God hath nothing to ſhew for the 
Debt. St. Paul ſays, 1 Tim. 1. 13. | was a Blaſ. 


phemer and a Perſecutor An heavy Bill! but Job. | 
tained Mercy - All this was taken out of the way, 


Chriſt hath not only paid the Debt, bur torn alſo 


the Bonds: By his Death on the Croſs he did as it | 


were declare to the Believer, that God hath no- 
thing to ſhew againſt him. As there is not Anger, 
ſo there ſhould not be ſuſpicion of Anger: He 


hath taken up the Controverſy that was between 


God and the Soul. | | 
3. Chriſt hath procured ns Favour. Not only 


| the matter that kindleth Anger, and all ſhew of | 


it. is taken away, but Love is procured : The 
Children of Wrath are become the Children of 
Love; Mat. 3. 17. This is my beloueu Son in whom 
I: am well-pleaſad. The Eyes of-God's Holineſs 


cannot but be offended with a filthy:polluted Sin- 


ner, yet he is well pleaſed with them in Chriſt, 
_ and fo they are not only Objects of his Love; but 
of: his Delight. Iſa. 62. 4. Bu: tbnu ſhult be:called- 
Hepimi-Bah, and the Land Beulah; for the Lord de- 


lighteth in thee. And in another place, 7 Pall" | 


rejvite over then to do'thent good: & Man delight- 
eth im things that arꝰ moſt fotable and agreeable 

to his Nature. There cannot he a more pleaſing 
Work to Gul thun tò do his heeple good. I 


bath 


ſais, Lake 15. J. of the loſt Shetp, that when be | 
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ver. 5. the 53d Chapter of Ia. 1579 


hath found it, he layeth it on his Shoulders, rejoicing. 
Before there could be no Work more ſutable to 
God's Juſtice than to puniſh Sinners; whereas 
now tis, as the Prophet calleth it, bis flrange 
Work, Ia: 28. 21. a thing that he would not be 
acquainted with towards his People. Whereas 
to the Wicked ſtill he laughs at their Deſtruction, 
Prov. 1.26. Therefore Chriſt hath purchaſed Peace 
for us, becauſe he hath not only taken away An- 
ger, but procured Favour. Among Men Anger 


many times may be taken away, but they have 


not Love. Rebels after a Pardon live in a great 
deal of Umbrage, and are under Suſpicion. The 
Scars remain, tho the Wound be cured : As Abſa- 
ſom when pardoned did not fee the King's Face. 
Artificial Cracks will be ſeen, tho ſoddered. But 


it is not ſo here, for we are re-inſtated in God's 


Love and Affections, Chriſt hath ſatisſied Wrath, 
and merited Favour ; ſo that the Soul can look 
upon God with a great deal of Comfort and Joy. 
Uſe 1. This ſerveth to reprove thoſe, _ 

1. That fetch their Peace any where elſe. No 
Comfort is laſting but what floweth from the 
Blood of Chriſt ; that only is the true Peace that 
he hath merited. 5 == 

2. Thoſe that are againſt Peace, or the ſettling 
of the Heart in the Sufferings of jeſus Chriſt. 1 
begin with theſe firſt, and they are of two forts. 
(i.) Such as are groſly ignorant of Chriſtian 


Privileges, and think it a Duty to doubt, and a 


matter of Merit to keep themſelves upon Terms 
of Perplexity. A Popiſh Spirit haunts many ; 
they think Aſſurance a dry Doctrine, and there- 
fore do not ftrive to ſettle their Hearts: As if 
there could be no Duty where there is no Fear, 


| Hereby they plainly diſcover out of what Princi- 


N 2 ples 


180 A Practical Expoſition upon 
ples they act for God, to wit, out of a ſervile Spi- 
rit: And therefore they cannot be kept right 
longer than they fear Wrath. O Brethren, turn 
theſe evil Thoughts out of your Hearts. True 
— is a great Benefit that Chriſt hath purchaſed 
us. 


ſhould make for the of their Hearts, and 
eſtabliſhing their Spirits: As if it were more 
pleaſing to God to keep the Conſcience raw with 
Sins, than to heal it with Chriſt's Righteouſnek. 
A "Man ſhould labour after Peace with God, and 
Peace of Conſcience too. It is a natural 7 


ititious Thought to think God is pleaſed with the 


mere Sorrow of a Creature; and therefore falſe 
Worſhippers have wounded themſelves, that they 
might make ſome dolorous Impreſſions upon his 
Mind. Chriſt ſuffered the Sorrows, that you 


might have the Peace; the Chaſtiſement of your 


Peace was upon him. Why ſhould you ſtand out 
againſt Comfort, if there were not ſome ſecret 
| Thought of ſatisfying by your Sorrow? Now you 


are not to ſatisfy, but Chriſt. *Tis good to re- | 
fle& upon Wrath to drive us to Mercy; but it is 
not good to dwell always in the Preparations, for 
that is to forget our Errand, and to ſtay in the 


Porch when we ſhould enter into the Temple. 
Labour to get an Intereſt in him, in whom dweb 
leth the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. 


2. It reproveth ſuch as would — Peace, but | 


not this way, but upon wrong Grounds. Now 
that. is an evil Peace that cometh any other way- 
Losk to the Grounds of your Peace: How came 


you to fink: a procerdle Frome of ieer? The falſe . 
if. 8 


Grounds are, 


(2.) Such as would fain apply themſelves to | 
Chriſt, but are loth to buſy themſelves with what 


wh a cas ama XA co . «@ Xa on £<- 


£Q Aa qr w ea ww 


_—w_ rw —_— un, w 


Ld \ ar i. 4 TW wa WF. 


ws. 4-2 Ea r ĩ w ] oc *.Þ.*@v<> ar trodfted 


\ 


| Ver.s. the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah. 181 


1}. Ignorance of our Condition. A Man doth 
not fear Danger till he be ſenſible of it. Now 
do not know that God and they are at ſuch 
terms of Diſtance and Anger. Little doth a Man 
trouble himſelf when he doth not know what E- 
vil is determined againſt him: Rom. 3. 11, There 


is none that underſtandeth, there is none that ſoc beth 


after God, they bave no Underſtanding. And "tis 


| eaſy to go hood-wink'd to Hell. Blinded Sinners 


go merrily to the Pit of Deſtruction, never dream- 
ing that Danger was ſo near hand. Poor Souls 
that do not know the worſt by themſelves ! This 
is the greateſt Judgment that can befal them. 
2dly. Careleſneſs in others: when Men cannot 
put off Sorrow, they put it by, and will not ſo 
much as reflect upon themſelves. You may know 
tis bad with Men when they cannot endure to 
look inward. Things that are evil cannot brook 


2 Trial: Men will put all Care out of their Hearts 


as to their eternal Concerns. 
| zdly. When Men avoid whatever may put them 
in mind of their Miſery. There are two things 
that humble Men, Doing of Duty, and ſtriving 
againſt Sin. ä 
(1.) Doing of Duty ſeriouſſy, that will make 
Men fee what profane, unſav ury, and ſenſleſs 
Spirits they have. A Man that heth a- bed doth 
not feel his lame Leg, but when he goeth to walk 
upon it, he does. Exerciſe the Soul in inward 
Duties, and you will ſee it diſeaſed. We know 
things when we come to make trial of them : 
Therefore wicked Men will not meddle in iuward 
and hearty Duties, leſt thereby they ſhould diſco- 
ver the Soul to it ſelf. Formal Duties make Men 


| the more ſecure; they are thereby apt to think 


better of themſelves than they ought. The Pha- 
os N 3 riſes 
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riſee thought himſelf in a good caſe, becauſe of 
his vain Faſting, giving Alms, and paying Tithes, 
So formal Duties are a vain Refuge. But now Du- 
ties wholly ſpiritual, and ſpiritually performed, 
make Men ſee the Weakneſs and Wickedneſs of 
their Spirits; but they are looked upon as ſuch a 
Diſturbance to wicked Men, that they cannot en- 
dure to hear of them. 

(2.) Reſiſting of Sin. Tumult is cauſed by O 
poſition. When a Man tamely yieldeth to Satan, 
no wonder if he be let alone. The Devil rageth 


moſt when we ſet againſt him: Rev. 12. 12. Fr 


the Devil is come down unto you, baving great Wrath 
| becauſe be knoweth that be bath but a ſhort time. Dy- 
ing Beaſts bite ſhrewdly. O how is the poor Soul 
tortured with Sin, when tis about to quit it? The 
Sea doth not rage ſo much when the Wind and the 
Tide go together. Pleaſe the worſt Natures, and 
they will not diſturb you. This is a Peace that 
will end in Trouble : There will be a quarrelling 
between Affections and Convictions, when a Sin- 
ner cometh to be ſerious and thoughtful. 

4thly. When Men do what they can to divert 
all Care and minding of their Condition : This is 
like a few ſtoln Waters, when they can get Con- 
ſcience aſleep. As tis ſaid, Prov. 9. 17. Stoln Ma- 
ters are ſweet, and Bread eaten in ſecret is pleaſant. 


| 


They lull the Soul aſleep by Pleaſures, or diſtrat | 


it by Buſineſs. They never keep the Heart empty 


that they may enter into themſelves. As Cam | 


built Cities, ſo carnal Men drown themſelves in 
Buſineſs or Pleaſures. 


Uſe 2. Is Direction, To teach us what to do if 
we would have Peace when our Conſciences are 


enraged : Go to Chriſt, the Chaſtiſement of our | 


Peace was upon him. E 


Ver. 5. the 53d Chapter of Thaiah. 
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and you have an Intereſt in God: God is not to be 
had as a iriend without Chriſt. Get him, and 
you are preſently intereſted in God's Favour. For 
he that h te the Son, bath the Father alſo. 

be you will fay, How ſhall I get an Intereſt in 
Chri/i - | anſwer in one word, by Faith; that is 
the way to get Chrilt to you with all his Benefits 


and theretore Faith is en by receiving 
Chriſt, John i. 12. To as many as received bim, to 


them gave be Power to become the Sons of God. And 

Epb. 3. 17. Chriſt is faid to dwell in our Hearts by 
Faith. You muſt ſay in the Language of Faith, 
Here, the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon 
him. Thoſe that offered a Peace-Offering were 
to lay their Hands upon the Head of the Sacrifice, 
which implieth a kind of joining. So Chriſt is 
the Peace-Offering, and you muſt lay your Hands 


upon his Head. When Thomas believed, he cried, 


My Lord and my Cod. That gives your Souls the 
Poſſeſſion of Chriſt; and it of Chriſt, of God. 
But briefly I might from this ſpeak to to ſorts of 
Ne. 
1. To ſecure Sinners. 
2. To poor broken-hearted Sinners that labour 
under the ſenſe of Wrath. But having ſpoken 


from ſeveral Paſſages of Chriſt's Sufferings for 


them, and more remaining to be inſiſted on from 
other Verſes, I ſhall now only ſpeak a little to ſe- 
cure Sinners. I ſhall preſs them to two things. 

1. To conſider their Condition; and, 

2. The Danger of their Condition. | 
1. Conſider your Condition. You are in a State 
of Enmity with God; God is at war with you: 
That this may appear to you, weigh theſe things 
following. 


N 4 (1.) That 
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jo Oe your Condition is not to be meaſu. 
by your preſent Feeling and Apprehenſion. A 
Man may be in danger, tho he be not ſenſible of 
it. Iſa. 57. 21. There is no Peace, ſaith my God, | 
to the Wicked : They are like a troubled Sea when it 1 
cannot reſt. The Wicked do not think fo, but m 
God faith fo. Tis what God ſpeaketh to you, 
not what you think of your ſelves. Wicked Mens 
Lives ſlide away in Paſtimes, and Pomp, and Plea- 
ſure; but ſtill they are under continual Danger, 
tho they mind it not. Mark that Expreſſion, 2 Pet, 
2. 3. dis ſaid, Their Damnation ſlumbreth not. Tho 
they ſlumber, their Damnation doth not ſlumber. 
If Men could make their Condemnation ſleep as 
well as themſelves, it were well. Do not meaſure 
your Eſtate by your own Thoughts, bat by God's 
12 4 non how he looketh upon you in 
Chriſt. God may be angry with you, and you 
. a0 Remember that God is angry with every | 
Man in his natural Condition. Till you get an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, rr 
There is a War between God and every natural 
Man. Thoſe that think themſelves at Peace with 
God from their Cradles upwards, never were at 
Peace with him. You are at Peace with God, 
you ſay, when you are at War with him. The 
Scripture ſpeaks otherwiſe of you: Epb. 2. 2. Ten 
are Children of Wrath, 1 And Jobs 3. 
36. The Wrath of God abideth on them. This you 
muſt _— granted. . There 1 838 
you were out wit Wi 
even as well as — RT 
as well as Turks and on 
We are indeed eſtranged from the Womb, but 
conciled from the Womb, Rabe 


17 


| on our own way. 
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Therefore whatever you think, you muſt con- 
dude that God is angry till you can get him paci- 
fied in Chriſt. . 5 
(3.) There are Expreſſions of this Anger and 
Enmity that paſs between God and the Soul, tho 
we do not take notice of it. 
(.) On our part there are a great many Ex- 
of our Enmity to God; as Hatred of his 
Being, wiſhing he were not, flighting of his Or- 
di Rebellion againſt his Laws, a riſing of 
Heart againſt his Servants; a rancorous Tumult, 
and rebellious ſtorming in our Affections againſt 
his Providence; a vexing that he doth fo thwart 
us in our Ways and Courſes, This is our War. 
Then vexing and grieving his bleſſed Spirit: God 
hath told us what will grieve him, and yet con- 
trary to all the Motions of his bleſſed Spirit, and 
the Checks of our own Conſciences, we will go 
As Eſau took a Wife from the 
Daughters of Heth, which was a Grief of Mind to 
Iſaac and Rebecca, Gen. 26. 35. 
(2) From God to us. There are ſome flaſhes 
ef Wrath, and opening of our Conſciences, Fears 
of Hell, Horrors; Hoſea 2. 6. Hedging up our 
ways with Thorns, and making a Wall that we 
ſhould not find our Paths, which maketh us to vex 
and ſtorm when we cannot have as much as we de- 
fife. So likewiſe by turning all Providences into 
aSnare, curſing all Ordinances to us. Now and 
then, I ſay, God diſcovereth much Wrath to the 
Soul, that it cannot but ſee it. O then, labour to 
be ſenſible of your Condition : You think to rub 


it out well enough, and yet you ſee there are ma- 


Ay ns of War between God and you. 

2. Conſider the Danger of your Condition. 0 
| Wa id thing to beat War with God, If a Man 

5 19 25 were 
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were at War with one with whom he were able 
to make his Party good, it were no ſuch matter : 
but this you can never do with God. Fooliſh Man 
thinketh ſo, and therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. 
10. 22. Do we 
ſtronger than he? Will ye act fo flatly againſt his 
Commandments, as if you thought you ſhould be 
able to bear out your ſelves in the Tranſgreilion? 
That you may not think fo conſider, 

(1.) He it is that upholdeth you in your Beings, 
and he can reſolve you into nothing as eaſily as he 
could create you out of nothing. Solomon ſaith, 
Prov. 16. 14. I bat the Wrath of a King is as the 
Meſſenger of Death that is, you had as good have 
one to come and tell you that you ſhall die, as to 
come and tell you, that a King is angry with you. 
A Wrinkle in the Brow of Majeſty is as a Grave 
to you. If Men were ſenſible, tis much more 
true of the Wrath of God; he can ſpeak you out 
of your Beings in an laſtant. is faid, Heb. 1. 2. 
He upboldeth all things by the Mord of bis Power. 
And would a Man be angry with him that is able 
to ſpeak him into nothing? Now thus tis with 

(2.) Beſides his Power, conſider the whole Cre- 
ation taketh part with God ; and when he pleaſeth 
he is able to arm the meaneſt Creatures againſt 
you. As he ſaid that would not diſpute witha 
King, I have learned not to contend with him that 
is able to command Legions; fo ſhould we fay, 
that we will not contend with God, that is able 
to command the Creatures. The meaneſt Warm 
is able to revenge God's Quarrel againſt you. 
Sometimes God declareth his Power againſt his 
Enemies by Frogs, Flies, mean contemptible things, 
as we read concerning the Plagues of Zgypr, — 

| Hero, 


the Lord to Fealouſy ? Are we 


| 
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A Herod was eaten up of Worms, Al: 12. 23. And 


_ God ſhall bring out all thoſe unclean Thoughts, 


Pope Adrian was choked with a Gnat. I would 
not willingly expatiate on theſe things, to offer 
only Matter to your Fancies, but beſeech you to 
weigh it in your Thoughts. God might kill you 
with the leaſt Fly that hummeth about you, and 
you have deſerved it. It is not only the more 
dangerous things that can do Man hurt, but all 
things. Conſider this, I pray youz God doth 
more eminently diſcover it to you, that you may 
conſider it. 3 

(3.) If no body elſe, yet God can make uſe of 
your own ſelves againſt your ſelves. He need 
plague a Man no worſe than to open his own Con- 
ſcience againſt him. As Luther ſaid, for a Man 
to ſee but his own Sins, is as great an Hell as can 


| be imagined. This hath made Saints to roar, 


Pſal. 32. 3. This dried up David's Moiſture, v. 4. 


| FSpira would give all the World for one Motion of 


the Spirit to make him believe what was propoſed 
to him concerning Chriſt. See that Expreſſion, 
Job 6. 4. The Arroms of the Almighty are within me, 
the Poiſon whereof drinketh up my Spirits : The Ter- 
rors of God do ſet themſelves in array againſt me. Juſt 
as a Man runneth up and down in Diſtraction that 


| hath a poiſoned Arrow ſhot into his Bowels. In 


the whole Circuit of Nature you cannot find one 
Medicine that will heal this Grief. All Friends, 
Comforts and Relations, are nothing, and all other 


Troubles are but Sport and Recreation to theſe ; 


ſpiritual Good and Evil both are not known till 
felt. O conſider how it will be with you when 


horrid Oaths, Lies, Deceits that you have been 
guilty of: All ſhall be ſet on upon the Heart, and 
you become a Terror to your ſelves. 

(4) He 
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(4.) He is able to ruin you Body and Soul eter- 
nally : And fo he will deal with all his Enemies; 
Mat. 21. 41. He will miſerably deſtroy thoſe wicked 
Men : Not only deſtroy, but miſerably deſtroy. | 
Many are i! ed in their Attempts, that if 
they be ruined, is but their Fortune, there's the 
worſt of it. Now be is able to deſtroy you ſoa 
you ſhall not know the worſt of it; He is able to 
fink you below all Happineſs of Being or Sub- | 
ſiſtence. O conſider the end of thoſe whoſe Peace |} 
is not made with God ! Judgments without mea- 
fare, moſt extreme and exquiſite Sufferings with- 
out Mitigation, not a drop of cold Water to cool 
the Tongue, Judgment without Mercy. 


By bis Stripes we are bealed. 
| Doc.. That the Healing of ow Natures as well as 
Peace and Reconciliation with God, is the Fruit of 


Chrift”s Sufferings. Three things are here to be 
ung 
1. Healing puts us in mind of a Diſeaſe incura- 
ble by humane Art, or any Remedies that are in 
_ our Power. 
2. Health implieth our Recovery out of this 
Diſeaſe, or our Salvation by Chriſt. 
. is by Chriſt's 
Feſt. For the Diſeaſe. 
t. The Soul hath its Diſeaſes as well as the Bo- 
dy, and may be in a good or ill plight, as well as 
the Body. *Tis in a good plight when tis fit to 
ſerve God or injoy him: *Tis in an ill plight, or 
diſeaſed, when it is diſabled for theſe ends. The 
Diſeaſes therefore of the Soul are thoſe inordinate 
Diſpoſitions by which it is hindred from bringing 


forth Actions agreeable 2 | | 


| him that is able to deftroy both Body and Soul in Eil. 
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toal Life. This came to paſs by Adam's Sin, 
which according to the Tenour of the firſt Cove- 
nant is imputed to all thoſe who were naturally 
propagated from him, they being thereupon de- 
ived of Original Righteouſneſs: whereby we 
blind in our Minds, perverſe4n our Hearts, 
and fo ſold under Sin; and till we be freed by the 
| Grace of God, we cannot but act ſinfully, and 
| daily contract and evil Habits and In- 
 clinations. Therefore the Work of Converſion 
is expreſſed by Healing, Iſa. 6. 10. And convert 
| and be bealed. When theſe Diſtempers and per- 
verſeqnclinations of the Soul are done away, we 
are healed, otherwiſe we lie under the Power of a 
blind Mind, and a hard Heart, a guilty Conſcience 
and carnal Affections, which are as ſo many dead- 
ly Wounds and Diſeaſes of the Soul. SE. 
2. The Diſeaſes of the Soul are greater than 
thoſe of the Body, as being ſeated in the nobler 
Part, and fo the Wound is the more grievous. As 
a Cut in the Body is worſe than a Rent in the 
Clothes; ſo is a Wound in the Soul more grie- 
vous than a Cut in the Body. The Diſeaſes of the 
Body tend only to the Death of the Body, which 
of ir ſelf muſt neceſſarily die ; Eccleſ. 12. 7. Then 
ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth as it was : And 


and Soul for ever: Mat. 10. 28. But rather fear 


3. I aſſert that Sin is the great Sickneſs of the 
Soul. There are two ſorts of Diſeaſes in the Soul. 
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him, or ſeek after him with any Comfort or Peace. 
And this is a fore and evil Diſeaſe indeed, for the 
curing of which Chriſt alſo came: for it is ſaid, 
Pfal. 147. 3. He bath bealed the broken in Heart, and 
bindeth up their Wounds. Luke 4. 18. He bath ſent 
me to beal the broken-bearted. Which he doth by 
Pardon or Peace, the former Benefit mentioned 
in this Verſe, RN 

( 2.) Sins or evil Habits and Inclinations, which 
diſable us from pleaſing of God. Theſe are the 
worſt ſort of Diſeaſes, as being the Cauſe of the 
other: for Terrors entred into the World with 
Sin. When Adam had ſinned againſt God, he 
was afraid of him, and ran to the Buſhes, Gen. z. 
from 8 to 10. And when Sin is taken away, the 
others ceaſe. Now that Sin is the great Sickneſs 


and Wound of the Soul, I ſhall prove by theſe 


Conſider ations, | : 

1ſt. Tis a waſting Diſeaſe, it bringing the Soul 
into a languiſhing Condition, and waſteth the 
Strength of it. Therefore our natural Eſtate is 
deſcribed to be an Eſtate without Strength, Rom. 
5.6. When we were yet without Strength Chriſt died 
for us; that is, without Strength to help out 


ſelves out of that Miſery into which Sin had | 


plunged us. Sin hath weakened the Soul in all the 
Faculties of it, which all may diſcern and obſerve 
in themſelves. The Mind is weakened; for how 
acute and diſcerning ſoever it be in earthly things, 
tis ſtupid and dull in things ſpiritual and heaven- 
ty. We ſee little of the danger of eternal Dam- 
nation, or the worth of eternal Salvation, or the 
need of Chriſt, or ſerious Preparation for the 
a * e 

mps is blind, and cannot ſee afar off. in 
thats, Faith and other Graces of the Spirit. A 
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ful in retaining what is evil, but ſlippery 
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| open to every Temptation, that is at the beck 
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then the Memory is weakened ; tis true and faith. 
and trea- 
cherous in what is good. Theſe things we eaſily 
let ſlip, as leaky Veſſels do the Liquor contained 
in them. Heb. 2. 1. Therefore we ought to give the 
more diligent beed to the things which we baue beard, 
leſs at any time we ſhould let them flip. Our Will is 
fixedly inclined to Evil, and averſe to Good. Their 
Heart is fully ſet in them to do Evil, Eccleſ. 8. 11. 
The Affections ace liłe Tinder, apt to catch Fire 


at the Spark of every Temptation. Prov. 7. 22. 


He goeth after her ſlraitway. But they are like wet 
Wood as to the Entertainment of any heavenly 
Motion: 1 Cor. 2. 14. The natural Man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God; neither can be 
know them, berauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
Therefore Sin hath made fearful havock in the 


: Soul, and deſtroyed the Strength and right Con- 


ſtitution of it. The Strength of Man heth not 
in the robuſt healthy Temper of his Body, that is 
a brutiſh Strength, and a Bull or an Ox exceedeth 
vs in that; nor merely in the Strength of natural 
Parts, for therein many Pagans excel many Chri- 
ſtians: But it lies in the Strength of Grace, 
Strength to overcome Temptations to Sin, to 

vern our Paſſions and Aﬀections, to do the things 


which God commandeth, that is Strength indeed, 
the Strength of the inward Man. See on the other 


lide, Man's proper Strength deſcribed, Prov. 16. 
32. He that is ſlow to anger, is better than the mighty 3 
an be that rule bh his Spirit, than he that taketh a City. 
On che other ſideè ſee Weakneſs deſeribed, Exel. 
1 30. How meal is thine Heart, ſaith the Lord God, 


ſeeing thou doſt all theſe things, the Work of an imperi- 


ouf'whori/h Woman 2 That is a weak Heart that li- 
of 
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of 
ſuality, Worldlineſs, carnal Fear and Sorrow. 
An imperious Heart is a weak Heart; and this 
Weakneſs Sin hath brought upon us. 

2dly. Tis a painful Diſeaſe, it woundeth the 
Spirit; and 4 wounded Spirit who can bear ? Prov. 
18. 14. Greatneſs of Mind may ſupport us under 
a wounded Body, but when there is a Breach 
made upon the i what can relieve us 
then? Take either a tender Conſcience, or a ta- 
<> Sin is: Ask of Cain and of Judas, and they 


will tell you what Horror and Anguiſh it breedeth | 


in the Soul, what Storms and Tempeſts it raiſeth 
in the Mind. Gen. 4. 13. My Iniquity is greater than 
I can bear. Their Lives, yea all their Comforts, 
area Burden to them. Nay, ask any Man whoſe 
Heart is well awaked, and he will tell you, that 
the ſenſe of the Guilt of Sin is bitterer to the Soul 
— 22 . of an accuſing 
compa to iercing Stings of an 

Conſcience: Even holy David could ſay, Pſal. 38. 


1, 2, 3. Lord rebuke me not in thy Wrath, neither 


chaſten me in thy bot Diſpleaſure. For thine Arrows 
| flick faſt in me, and thine Hand preſſeth me ſore. 
There is no Soundneſs in my Fleſh, becauſe of thine An- 


ger, neither is there any Reſt in my Bones, becauſe of 


my Sin. If this holy Man, whoſe Heart was up- 
right with God, did thus complain, what ſhould | 


they do who are nothing elſe but Wounds and pu- 
trified Sores from the Crown of the Head to the 


Sole of the Foot? We think a Man in a Fever is ia 
a miſerable Condition, who hath little Reſt dag 
or night: but alas feveriſk Flames are nothing to | 
the Scorchings of Conſcience, and the fearful 
Apprehenſions of Divine Wrath: They that are 


every fooliſh and hurtful Luſt ; as Pride, Seg. 


Conſcience for an Inſtance to ſhew | 


and that no Tortures are 
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ver. 35. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 


ben they beard this, t 


| them when God awakeneth them, either in this 
lie, by . Wrath fall into the 
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under theſe are miſerable indeed, becauſe the 
Pains of Hell do compaſs them round about, and 
where-ever they go, they carry their own Hell 
along with them. 

Object. But you will ſay, They that are moſt in- 
feld with Sin, feel little of this : How is it then ſo 


painful a Diſeaſe * 


Anſw. 1. If they feel it not, the greater is their 
Danger ; for ſtupid Diſeaſes are the worſt, and 
uſually moſt mortal. *Tis an ill Criſis and State 
of Soul when Men are paſt feeling: Epbeſ. 4. 19. 
bo being paſt feeling, bave given themſelves over to 
Laſciviouſneſs. Theſe have outgrown their Con- 
ſciences. There is hope of ſenſible Sinners, their 
Anguiſh may drive them to the Phylician, and 
make them inquiſitive after a Remedy. As 2. 37. 


bey were pricked in their Hearts, 
and ſaid unto Peter and tbe reſt of the Apoſtles, Men 
and Brethren, what ſhall we do? But it is more dan- 
gerous when Sins do not terrify but ſtupify. A 
ſpiritual Lethargy is the common Diſeaſe that ru- 
ineth the far greateſt part of the World. 
2. The Soul of a Sinner never fits ſo eaſy, but 
that he has, his Qualms and Pangs of Conſcience, 
and that ſometimes in the midſt of Jollity; as 
was the caſe of Belſhazzar, while carowſing in 
the Cups of the Temple. Certainly they. feel 
enough to ſhew that if they. were cured of this 
Diſeaſe, it would be a great Comfort and Felicity 
to them: Their beſt Pleaſures are but ſtolen Wa- 


F ters, and Bread eaten in ſecret ; poor ſneaking 


Delights when they can get Conſcience aſleep. 
. Tho they feel not their Diſeaſes now, they 
ſhall hereafter. O what a Pain will. Sin be to 


Con- 


— 
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' Conſcience, and then they become a Terror to 
themſelves ; or if not here, yet in Hell hereafter, 
where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. 
_ 3dly. Tis a loathſom Diſeaſe. The Pain of 
Sin, which worketh upon our Fear, is firſt and 
ſooneſt felt: but the Loathſomneſs of Sin, which 


worketh on our Shame, requireth a quicker and | 


more tender Senſe. As a Man overgrown with 


noiſom Boils and Sores, is firſt affected with te 


Pain cauſed by them, and then with the Sight and 


Smell of them: So tis with Soul-diſtempers. | 


Pſal. 38. 5. My Wounds ffink and are corrupt, be- 
cauſe of my Fooliſhneſs. And ver. 7. My 
led with a loathſom Diſeaſe. The Soul abhors, and 
is aſhamed of ir ſelf, when it hath any thing of 


Tenderneſs, or lively ſenſe of the Purity of God. 


Solomon telleth us, that 4 wicked Man is loathſom, 
and cometh to ſhame, Prov. 13. 5. How loathſom? 
He is loathſom to God, who is of purer Eyes than to 


Men, who can no more delight in him, than a 
found Man can in the Converſation of a Leper. 
Prov. 29. 27. An unjuſt Man is an Abomination to 
the Juſt. Loathſom to indifferent Men; for thoſe 
that can allow Sin in themſelves, diſlike it in o- 
thers: Titus 3. 3. Hateful, and bating one another, 


Another's Pride, Senſuality and Woridlineſs, is of- | 
fenſive to us. Tho we be proud, ſenſual, and 


_ worldly our ſelves, yet tis an Offence to our 
ſelves: Therefore a Sinner dareth not converſe 
with his own Heart, but doth what he can to fly 
from himſelf, to divert his Thoughts from the 
of his own natural Face in the Glaſs of the 
ing aſhamed of himſelf and his own 


shings whereof ye are nom aſhamed ? However tis 


Loms are 


behold Iniquity ! Hab. 1. 13. Loathſom to good 


6. 21. What Fruit bad ye then of thoſe 


« 
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enough for our purpoſe, if loathſom to God. Pſal. 
14. 2, 3. the Pſalmiſt telleth us, The Lord looced 
down from Heaven And what did he ſee here be- 
by? They are altogetbey become filthy and abomina- 
We, All their Perſons, all their Actions flowing 
forth from their corrupt Hearts are vile and loath- 
ſom ia God's fight. When God looked upon his 

Creatures juſt as they paſt his Hand, all was very 

I good: Gen. 1. 31. But when once they were in- 
| with Sin, the caſe is altered, they are all 
become filthy and abominable ; ſome more, ſome 
leſs groſs, as to the out- breaking of Sin, but they 
are all odious to God, and we are ſenſible of it, as 
appeareth by our Shyneſs of God, and Backward- 


nes to look him in the Face. 


4thly. Tis an infectious and catching Diſeaſe. 
Sin cometh into the World by Propagation rather 
than Imitation : Yet Imitation and Example hath 
a great Force upon the Soul: Epheſ. 2. 3. xaTx 
Toy i Among whom alſo we all bad our Converſa- 
tions in times paſt in the of our Fleſh, fulfilling 
the Deſires of the Fleſh and of the Mind, and were by 
Nature the Children of Wrath, even as others. Ifa. 
6. 5. Wo is me, for | am undone, becauſe I am 4 Man 
of unclean Lips, and I dwell among à People of unclean 
Lips. Living among fuch, he had contracted 
| fome Contagion and Taint. *Tis hard to converſe 

witch wicked ones, and not to bedefiled. Aich. 1. 9. 
Her Wound OS, & 8 ED. 
Samaria was deſperately ſick of Provocations, and 
 Sthly. *Tis a mortal Diſeaſe, if we continue in it 
ut Repentance, for by Sin came Death into che 
orld, Rom. 5. 12. And the Wages of Sinis Death, 
Roni. 6.23; Not only Death temporal, which con- 
fiſts in ——— 
902 Death 


P 
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Death ſpiritual, which conſiſts in an f ''rangement 
from God. as the Author of the Life ot dr e: Yea 
Death eternal, which conſiſts in a Separation both of 
Body and Soul from the Preſence of God for ever, 
and is a perpetual living in deadly Pain and Tar 
ment. The ſecond Death is ſet forth by two Noti- 
ons, the Vorm that never dieth, and the Fire that ſhall 
never be quenched, Mark 9. 44. By which is meant 
the Sting of Conſcience, and the Wrath ot God. 
Conſcience worketh on what is paſt, preſent, and 
to come. There is a vexing Remembrance of 
what is paſt, your paſt Folly and evil Choice, paſt 
Neglects of Grace, paſt Miſpence of Time, paſt 
Abuſe of Mercies, paſt deſpiſing of the offered 
Salvation. O What cutting Thoughts will theſe 
be to the Damned to all Eternity! There is a ſenſe 


of what is preſent, they have nothing to divert | 


their Thoughts from thcit Miſery, no Company 


nor ſenſual Comforts, but are left to the bitter | 


Appreheni:on ot their ſad Eitate. There is alſo 


a fear of what is to come, or a fearful looking for 


of more Wrath from God, The F ire is the Wrath 
of God, which inflicts Pains upon the Damned 
both in Body and Soul. There is no Member or 
Faculty free, but feeleth the Miſery of the ſecond 
Death. The Agonies of the firſt Death are ſoon 
over, but thoſe of the ſecond endure for ever. 


The firſt Death is the more terrible, becauſe of 


this Death which is to ſucceed it. In the firſt 
Death our ſtruggling is for Life, we would not 


not live. This is the Fruit of Sin. 


Secondly, Our Recovery ont of Sin, and all the 


Effects or̃ it, which is our Health. Before the Ap- 


natural Eſtate is in no leſs + dangers a Coalition | 
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die ; but here for Death and Deſtruction, we would | 


plication of the Blood of Chriſt, every Man in his 
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than a Man that is wounded and bleeding to Death. 
Luke 10. 30. A certain Man went down from Jeruſa- 
lem to ſericho, and ell among Thieves, who ſtripped 
him of his Raiment, and wounded bim, and departed, 
leaving bim half dead. Not s if he had any ſpiritual 
Life at all, but it is ſpoken in reſpect to his natural 
Life. So before Chriſt's Blood is applied, every Man 
is dead ſpiritually, and is poſting towards eternal 
Death; but when he is regenerated and converted 
to God, then he is tranſlated from Death to Life. 
Therefore this Healing muſt be conlidered, 

1. As to its Nature. 

2. With reſpe& to the ſeveral Periods of this 
Benefit, as to its Beginning, Progrets, and final 
Conſummatiĩon. 

1. The Nature of this Cure or Health beſtowed 
upon us, will be beſt underito:4 by conſidering 
what is in Sin. There are in Sin four things, 
Culpa, Macula, Reatus, Pena. ff 
| (t.) Cupa. The Fault is the criminal Action, 

which is the Foundation of our Guilt. Now this 
properly is not healed, but palled by, or not 
brought into Judgment againſt us, for as tis an 
Action it cannot be Teverſed. Factum infectum fi- 
eri nequit As *tis a criminal Action againſt the 
Law of God, it cannot loſe its Nature, for Chriſt 
came not to make a Fault to be no Fault. This 
properly is not healed. Indeed ſome Phraſes ex- 
preſs Pardon but by a paſſing by; Aich. 7. 8. That 
pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by the Tranſgreſſion of 
the Remnant of bis Heritage. The Lord paſſeth 
over the Fault, or quits the Plea towards them 
that own their Faults. The Lord ſeeth them, 
and not ſeeth them; that is, will not lay them to 
their Charge; Iſa. 57. 18. I have ſeen bis ways, and 
vill bea bim. that is, not enter into Judgment 

O 3 . 


with him. In ſhort, the Fault is not diſannulled, 
but paſſed over, and caſt behind God's back. The 
Offender is not made innocent, but pardonable 
on certain Terms. We muſt remember the Fault, 
but God forgets it. 5 
(2.) Here is 
n 
iication, renewing 8 us Spi- 
rit, which is the Work of God. Exod. 15. 26. I 
am the Lord that bealeth thee, This is moſt proper. 
ly his healing Grace. So God reneweth and heal- 
eth our Natures ; ſal. 103. 3. Who forgiveth al 
thine Iniquities, who bealeth all thy Diſeaſes. 
(3.) There is Reatus, the Guilt or Obligation 


to Puniſhment. God diſſolveth this by his Sove- 
reign Authority according to his new Covenant; 


2 Chron. 30. 20. The Lord bearkened to Hexekiah, 
and bealed the People. There was no actual Stroke 
or Judgment upon them, but Healing; there is 
diſſolving the Guilt. He forgave their Sin, or 
remitted the Penalty which they had incurred by 
eating the Paſſover otherwiſe than it was written. 
(4-) There is Pena, the Puniſhment, which is 
external, internal], or eternal. The external Pu- 
niſnment is Affliction, this is the Wound that Sin 
maketh in us, this Wound God healeth by reſto- 
ring Proſperity : Hoſ. 6. 1. Come let us return unto 
the Lord, for he bath torn, and he will heal us; be 
bath ſmitten, and be will bind us up. 2 Chron.7.14. 
I wilt forgive their Sin, and beal their Land. The 


internal Puniſhment confiſts in Trouble of Conſci- 


ence, or the Anguiſh and Pain occaſioned by the 
Fear of God's Wrath, which he healeth : Pſa. 
6. 2. Have Mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak : 
© Lord beal me, for my Bones are vexed. Pſal. 41. 4. 
Lord be merciful unto rr 


Alacula, which is the Blot or In- . 
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lieveth in Chriſt. 
2. The ſeveral Periods of this Benefit. 
(i.) The Cure is begun when we repent and be- 


lieve, and fo are renewed and reconciled to God; 


| ſent me, bath everlaſting Life, and ſhall not come in- 
to Condemmation, but is paſſed from Death to Life. 
| The Diſeaſe will not prove mortal. | 
(..) 'Tis carried on by degrees, as he doth 
| fanQtify us more and more by his Spirit, and ſet- 
tles us in the Peace of the Goſpel. Chriſt is ſtill 
in hand with the Cure: The Sun of 8 
ſhall ariſe upon you with Healing in bis Ni 
you ſhall go forth and grow up like Calves in t e Stall, | 
A4 4. 2. — of Grace and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt is our continued Healing. Dangerous Sores 
and deadly Wounds are not fo ſoon cured: We 
have Deſeds and Diſtempers which diſable us for 
Duty, but the healing Virtue prevaileth more and 
more. The Wicked grow more and more diſ- 
eaſed, and in the Godly there are ſome ups and 
downs ; but the Lord promiſeth to heal our Back- 
: Hoſ. 14. 4. J will heal your Backſfliding, 


| and I will love you freely, 8 — — 
0 4 my 


Mon 
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way from you. He will take away more and more 


the Guilt, and other Effects of Sin. 
(3.) Our State of perfect Health is in Heaven, 
there is our compleat and eternal Welfare, when 


Sin and Miſery ſhall be no more. Therefore Hea- 


ven is ſet forth by the Tree of Life which grow- 
eth in the midſt of Paradiſe, and beareth twelve 
manner of Fruits, and yieldeth its Fruit every 


th, and the Leaves of the Tree were for the 


healing of the Nations, Rev, 22. 2. And ver. 14. | 
it is ſaid, Bleſſed are they that do bis Commandments, 


that they may bave a Right to cat of the Tree of Life, 
and may enter in thorow the Gates into the City; that 
is, into the Happineſs of the Saints in Glory. 


— Theſe enter into the New Jeruſalem, and are there 


fully healed. 


Thirdly, The means of our Recovery is by 


Chrift's Stripes. 
1. None but Chriſt can cure us, for he is the 


Phyſician of Souls; all elſe are Phyſicians of no 
Value: Sin is the Diſeaſe, the Redeemer's Grace 


the Medicine, and Salvation is our Health; and 


then *tis perfect when we are fully ſaved from Sin, 
and all the Conſequents of it. Now this is above 
the Sinners Cure, till God himſelf take us in hand. 


Chriſt is the Sun of Righteouſneſs, who hath 


Healing in his Wings, and hath ſer forth himſelf 


under the Notion of a Phyſician; Mat. g. 12. The 
whole need not the Phyſician, but they that are ſict. 
T his ſore Sickneſs can be cured by no other hand. 
And the proper Nature of his Grace is to be me- 
dicinal, that is an healing Diſpenſation. | 


2. Chriſt cureth us not by Doctrine and Exam- 


ple only, but by Merit and Suffering; for "tis 
_ faid in the Text, We are healed by his Stripes. 


I-confels the DoArine of Chriſt bath a ow ten- 
cy 
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| - deneythis way; for tis ſaid, Prov. 4. 22. My Word 
is Life to them that find it, and Health to their Fleſh. 
' There is the Medicine for ſick Souls; there are our 
Cordials and Incouragements to prevent Sinkings 
and Deſpondencies of Spirit, there are potent Ar- 
guments againſt diſtruſtful Cares and Fears, excel. 
lent Remedies againſt Covetouſneſs, Senſuality and 
Pride, forcible Diſſwaſions from unkind and unho- 
ly Walking: In ſhort, tis the common Shop and 
Store-houle againſt any Diſtemper incident to the 
Soul. The Words of the Lord Jefus are whole- 
ſom Words, but yet the Virtue of the Word 
mainly reſults from his Merit and Satisfaction: 
John 17. 19. And for their ſakes I ſanttify my ſelf, 
that they alſo may be ſanctiſied through the Truth. And 
Eph. 5. 25, 26. Chriſt loved the Church, and gave 
hemſelf for it, that be might ſanctiſy and cleanſe it 
with the waſhing of Water by the Word. So his Ex- 
ample hath a great force, ſeeing how prone the 
Nature of Man is to imitate. And this Example 
is ſo much commended to us, by his Kindneſs and 
Condeſcenſion in coming down to be ſubject to the 
fame Laws we live by; by the Exactneſs of it, 
and the Iſſue and Conſequent, Life and Immorta- 
lity, into which he entred to give us a vilble De- 
monſtrat ion of the Succeſs of our Obedience. But 
an Example would nothing at all have profited 
thoſe that are dead in Sin, and hated of God, if 
ſome other means had not been uſed. Compare 
1 Pet. 2.21, with 24. For even hereunto were ye cal- 
led, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an 
Example that we ſhould follow bis Steps. Then v. 24. 
Who his own ſelf bear our Sins im bis own Body upon the 


Tree, that we being dead to Sin, ſhould live unto Righ- 
 Reouſneſs, by whoſe Stripes we are bealed. There 
needed Grace to make Example effectual: 2 Cor. 
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23. 18. We all with open Face « ina 
2 as by the 5p 25 E 
3. Chriſt's Merit and Sufferings do effect our 


1 


| 


8 
4 


renewing 
r 
ve it by ee © Chis ot 
- 14. Cbriſt batb redeemed us from 
Law, being made a Curſe for wu: for” 
Curſed is every one that bangeth on a 
the Bleſſing 12 might come on 
tiles through Fe ſt, that we might re- 
Promiſe of the Spiri oy adn So in 
v other rere e change our 

to take away Sin, Our Wound is 
incurable: The Spirit of God can and will 
the diſeaſed Soul; God's Juſtice being ſatisfi- 
in 
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his Grace. 
ſe 1. Is for Reproof, and that to divers ſorts: 


. Thoſe that are not ſenſible of their deadly 
Wounds and the Diſeaſes of their Souls. There 
Careleſneſs and Inſenſibility in moſt of Soul- 
If the Body be but ill at eaſe, they 
in preſently, and ſeek Help for their Bo- 
dies, but never think of the languiſhing Condition 


15 


Q 


> 
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Chriſt, he is at more liberty now to dj. 


Ver,s. the 53d Chapter of Taiah. 
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Tho they are ſpiritua they will 
know nor acknowledg it, but like Perſons of 


2 diſtempered Brain, who take the Phyſician for 
an Enemy, they murmur at, and reſiſt all Chriſt's 
healing Methods, as if their Duty were their Tor- 
ment and not their Diſeaſe. Theſe are in love 
i nm, cher Light © ence io the in, a 
demmation, that Light is come in 
Men love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their 
2. Some would have Peace and Comfort by 
Chriſt, but negle&t Healing; whereas both were 
purchaſed by him, and both muſt be regarded by 
us. We ſhould aim at a ſound Cure, not to have 
the Grief aſſwaged only, but the Diſtemper re- 
moved. *Tis a Mountebanks Cure, to ſtop the 
Pain, and let alone the Cauſe: yet ſuch a Cure da 
they ſeek after, that are more earneſt for Eaſe and 

Comfort than Grace. A good Chriſtian is trou- 
bled with the Strength of Sin, as well as the Guile 
of it, and mindeth the Rectitude of all his Facul- 
ties, as well as the Eaſe and Peace of his Confci- 


| ence, that he may be inabled to walk with God 


chearfully in the way of Holineſs, as well as injoy 
the Pardon of Sins: 1 John 1. 9. He is faithful and 
juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all 
Unrighteouſneſs. He would be an unwiſe Man, 
who having his Leg broken, ſhould only mind to 

be eaſed of the Pain, but not take care to have it 
ſet right again : So fooliſh is that Chriſtian, who 
is earneſt for Comfort, but taketh no care how 
to be directed and enabled to pleaſe God. Sin in 
ſome ſenſe is worſe than — 

3. It reproveth thoſe who think it impoſſible to 
ger rid of their carnal Diſtempers. Will you 
MN leſſen the Merit of Chriſt, and the Power of his 


_ 
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Spirit, or doubt of the Promiſe of God? Jer. 3.22. 
and I will heal you. Now upon theſe Terms 
we ſhould come to Chriſt with Confidence, to be 


the better for coming : Jer. 17. 14. Heal me, and 


I ſhall be healed. God can heal, and he will; 
that is, he is ready to do it, or elſe why did he 
take this Courſe ? 

' Uſe 2. ls to preſs us to come to God for Heal- 
ing. I ſhall give you a few Directions. 
1. You muſt in a broken-hearted manner be 


ſenſible of your Sickneſs : Tis the ſenſible Sinner 


Chriſt undertaketh to cure, the Heart-whole are 
not within the compaſs of his Commiſſion : Luke 
J. 31, 32. They that are whole need not tbe I Hſician, 
but they that are jack. I came not to call the Kighteous, 
hut Sinners to Repentance, A ſenſe of our Diſeaſe is 


a good ſtep toward our Cure. God will ſo heal, | 


that he will make us feel our Sickneſs, that the 
Smart of it may be a warning to us for the future, 
that we may not preſume to offend again when 
we are recovered. Joſh. 22. 17. Is the Iniquity of 
Peor tao little for us, from which we are not cleanſed 


until this day? We muſt not make too bold with 


Gad. 

2. We muſt by earneſt Prayer ſeek this Bleſſing 
of God, for God will be entreated for all things 
which he meaneth to beſtow : Iſa. 19. 22. He ſhall 


be intreated of them, and he ſhall heal them. Pſal. 
9t. 14. Becauſe he bath ſet bis Love upon me, there= | 
fore will I deliver bim. The Leven of theſe Diſtem- 


pers is ſo kneeded into the Nature of Man, that it 
cannot be gotten out preſently ; therefore come 
often to God by Prayer for Healing, ſometimes 
this, ſometimes that Diſtemper ; now that our 
Pride may be mortified, and anon our Impatience, 
at another time our carnal Fear, our ans | 
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ſtill praying as occaſion requireth. We ſpeed 
well at the Throne of Grace, if we obtain the 
Riddance and Abatement of any one ſpiritual 
Diſeaſe. | 

3. We mult uſe God's Means, viz. Firſt, The 
Word, which is our Medicine: 2 Tim. 1. 13. 
Hold faſt the Form of fund Words, nbich thou baſt 
beard of me in Faith and Love, which is in Chriſt Je- 
ſus. Keep the Soul healthy. Secondly, The Sa- 
cramente, they are a part of the medicinal Diſpen- 
ſation, ſealing the great Benefits of God towards 
us, and our Duty towards him; and ſo are a help 


againſt Backlliding. Thirdly, Meditation on the 


Death of Chriſt, not only as a Price and Ranſom, 
but morally, as it repreſents the Odiouſneſs of 
Sin, and alſo the Love of Chriſt towards us: So 
that out of Gratitude to him, and Kindneſs to our 
ſelves, we are bound to abſtain from Sin for the 
future. Viſcera fatent per vuinera By his Stripes 
we ſee what we have deſerved, and what Chriſt 


| _ hath endured. 


a. When God is ſeriouſly dealing with us about 
a Cure, and applying Means of Healing, let us 
take heed we do not loſe the Advantage, and grow + 
worſe. Jer. 51. 9. We would have healed Babylon, 
but ſhe would not be ealed. So of Sion It is ſaid, 
Hof. 7. 1. hen I would haue bealed Iſrael, the Ini- 
quity of Ephraim was diſcovered. God is willing to 
offer us Help to cure us of our Sins, and affordeth 
us ſpecial Means and Excitations to that purpoſe. 
Now when the Waters are ſtirred, we ſhould 
ſtep in that we may be made whole; otherwiſe 
the Diſeaſe is the more irritated, and breaketh 
| out ina worſe manner than ir did before. The 
| great Phyſician of Souls muſt be carefully ob- 
| ferved, and conſtantly waited upon, and in 
| dime 
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time he will give us Eaſe and Health. - 
5. Take heed when you are healed, of 
your ſelves into new Diſeaſes. John 5. 14. 
| thou art made whole, ſin no more, leſt a worſe 
come unto thee. Heb. 9. 14- How much more ſhall 
the Blood of Chriſt, who gb the eternal Spirit offer- 
ed bimſelf without Spot to God, purge your Conſciencet 
2 deb God ? 


The Sixth vers 


Al we like Sheep heve gone afr05 ; we bave thrn- 
one to his ownway, and the Lord hath 


ed every 
—— his the Iniquities of a af. 


this Verſe we have two things which ought 
ff foe matter of continual Meditation to us all 
our days, to wit, our Miſery by Sin, and out 
Remedy by Chriſt. 

1. Our Miſery in the former Clauſe; where, 


G .) Our Sin is charged upon us collectively i in 


common, ie baue all gone aſtray. 
2.) Diltributively, every one to bis own wa). 
We all agree in turning aſide from the ri 


of pleaſing and injoying of God; and we diſa 
as each one hath a 


ning after this Luſt, ſome after that, and ſo are 


not only divided from God, but divided from one 
2 ane 

Law: <q ts (RN Bak eſt. nec voto vivitur uno : 
Deſires br 


provided againſt this M 
Aud the'Lord bash rea KR yarn 


—_— — 


e LO” www” yy Owasl Fi - , 


ight way 


by Path of his own, ſome run- 


— | 
| > | = — 22 
1 „ . cw rv r = mn , 


deore Converſion. 


| Ways to their own Deſtruction, ſet forth by the 


| way of Aggravation, not to extenuate the 


| of Man. Sheep of all Creatures are moſt apt ta 


himſelf; yet David was guilty. 
But here it is otherwiſe, for our Iniquities were 
lid upon Chriſt. Here we may obſerve, 


1. The Author of this Benefit, or who it was 
that provided this Remedy for us, the Lord. 
2. The Nature of the Benefit, He laid our Ini- 


if. | degin with the Miſery, or the woful Caſe 
88 all thoſe for whom Chriſt died were in 


1. They — is their lenorance and fGuſhd 


going aſtray of Sheep : All we like Sheep are gone 
aſtray. Tis an uſual Similitude, which is not put 
here by way of Extenuation, as in ſome 


as I ſend you forth as Sheep among Wolves : But in a 


but to ſet it out the more: Tis to ap? wes 


ſtray without a Shepherd: 


They are apt eĩther to 


be driven out of the Fold, as a Dog or Wolf ſcat- 
tereth the Sheep; or to wander of their own ac- 


cord: A fit Emblem of our Folly, who love to 
depart from God, nd gp often Sow the wares 
| Rom. 3. 12. l 
is, the way to true Happineſs. 

2. They 
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. They were nandle to being themſelves ings | 
way: Luke 15. 18. I will ariſe and ge % 


the right 
my Father, and will ſay unto him, Father | have fn. 


faith, Domine, errare per me potui, redire non potui: 
Lord, I could go aſtray of my own accord, but 
could not return by my ſelf. 

3. In hazard to be preyed upon by the roaring 
Lion, and the Dogs and Wolves that are abroad ; 


ver ſary the Devil as a roaring Lion walketh about ſeek- 


ben be nach devour. Our Miſery is mentioned | 


to ſhew the neceſlity of a Saviour; and this Miſe- 
ry is made to conſiſt in Sin or ſraying from God; 
the ſenſe of which is our firſt Motive to make us 


look after Chriſt, that we by him may return a- 


gain to our own Happineſs, even to God who is 
the Refuge of our Souls, and the Center of our 
Reſt. But let vs more nearly obſerve how our 
Miſery is deſcribed. And firſt of the univerſal 
Particle A we; and then of the diſtributive Par- 
ticle Every one 
Firſt from the univerſal Particle All, we may 
obſerve; 


Doct. 1. That no Son of Adam can ex 


Point in theſe Conſiderations. 


three Branches of Orig inal Sin. 

— — ning of Adam's Guilt. 

2. The want of Original Rig hteouſneſs. 
3. The Corruption 


i. Be- 
&. 


r 


ned againſt Heaven, and before thee, St. Ae 


x Pet. 5. 8. Be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your Ad- | 


rer 
and the way of true Happineſs. 1 ſhall explain the | 


Firſt, All are Sinners by Nature. There are 


or Pollution of Nature. 
Theſe are derived from Adam to all his Children, 
and in reſpott of theſe they arc all ont of the wht-. | 


eg E-E-4- 2-5-5 E-H2X7 0 b 
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Gen. 49. 4. So all Mankind being in 


eh upon Parents as fuſtaining a common Per 
2 what Iyury is done to the Father Father 


1. Becauſe the Guilt of Adams Sin is imputed 


tte His Guilt we receive as Children do the 


brand of their Anceſlars, that are tainted in 
Blood, and forfeited in Law. Look as Nruben's 
9 his Father's Bed was a ſtain to all 


Poſterity, * they loſt the Sovereignty by it, 


in Adam, 

as they deſcended from him, and were in him as 
mnt Feria, they ſinned in him; fo that 
what Adam did we did. "Thus *ris faid, Heb. 7. 9. 


Levi who received Tithes paid Tithes in Abraham. 


There is Ground you fee in Natpre for the Impu- 
tation of the Father's Deed to thoſe that deſcend 
of him: And God may as juſtly impute to us 4- 
dam's Sin, as to Levi Abrabam's pay ing of Tithes. 
When Abrabain did it, twas as if Zevi did it; 
and when Adam ſinned, it. was as if you finned : 
We were all in his Loins at that time; and if it 


had been our perſonal caſe, we ſhould have done 


| fo. Now this Anſwer may ſatisfy as to the An- 
that do not beget one another, and there= — 


ſuſtain not the Perſon of one another : Their 
Sins do not take bold of one another; they being 


| all immediately begotten by God, are not guilty 
of each others Sins, unleſs it be by Conſent and 
mutual Agreement: Therefore thoſe only fell 
that combined to follow one as che Ring leader of 
| the Faction. Hence 'tis ſaid, Afar. 25. 4. The. 
| Devil, and bis Angels ; not as if begotten by him; 

| butadhering to him. But to return 1n purſuance 


of the former Matter; rote, the Scripture. look- 


_ 


ſpoken of as done to his Seed ; acid many Fomnbiled 
L 
40. Thy Brother's Blood crieth W 


4. 


P 
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r 
g his, and therefore tis Bloods in the 
—_— And fo for Jacob and Eſau, God elect- 


ed them as ſuſtaining the common Perſons of their | 


Polterity, and fo likewiſe in many Places. Now 
this holdeth good in Man's Juſtice ; for Treaſon 
in the Father taints the of the Son. 


2. The want of Original Righteouſneſs, which | 


cometh upon us thus, As poor and ignoble pa- 
1ents X * their Poverty and Want to their 
Children, and none can give what he hath not; 
a Bankrupt Father muſt needs leave his Family 
poor: So Adam having loſt his Righteouſneſs, be 
could not eath it as a Legacy to his Children. 

3. As to and Pollution of Na- 
ture, that is conveyed as a Leproſie i is propagated 
to the Children of Lepers: 2 Fi 5 1h 5. 27. The 
Leproſie of Naaman ſhall cleave unto thee, and to thy . 
Seed for ever - So that every Child born of that 
Line was born a Leper. Thus Men beget Chit 


dren like themſelves, corrupt and ſinful ; the Co- 


py anſwereth the Original, the Blood reſembleth 
the Kind. Of Vipers there cometh nothing but 


Vipers, and Sinners produce Sinners after their 


| kind. If the immediate Parent be fandtified, yet 
that being nor natural, doth not alter the caſe ; 
from a circumcifed Father there doth not come a 
circumciſed Child; threſhed Corn doth not pro- 
duce threſhed Corn. 


But let us conſider theſe Branches a little more 1 


icularly. 
1. All Men are Sinners as partake of 4 
dam's Guilt in being deſcended of him. As they 


ſprang from him, they were in him as in a com- 


mon Perſon, and ſinned in him; as Levi paid 


Tithes in Abrabam, as aforeſaid, Heb. 7. 9. * 


2 8 
plural 


1 
| 
* 
- 


' fred into the World, and Death by Si 


meant 

| the, 
God, bus 

2 Cor. : 


R © og = TT 


Ver.6. the 53d Chapter of Iaiah. 211 


be ſure Sin and Death came upon him, and upon 
all: Rom. 5. i2. ore 4s by one Man Sin en- 
28 
ub all Men, for that all bave ſinned, If 
upon Chil- 
from Adam to Moſes, 


as is viſible, then Sin, even 
dren: Ver.14. Death reigned 


even over them that bad nos /inned after the Shmilitude 


of Adam's Tranſgreſſon. Otherwiſe the Apoſtle's 
Reaſon would not be good and cogent, and there 
would be a Puniſhment without a Guilt : But abs 


- pena ibi culpa. Yea, Rom.5.19. For as by one Mar's 


Diſabedience many were made Sinners, ſo by the Obe- 
dience of "ſhall mary be made Made 
Sinners, is | ſenſu forenſs, in a Law or Court- 


ſenſe, by the Impu tation of Adam's Guilt, as ap- 


 pearethby the Oppoſition. In ſhort, thoſe things 


are faid to be imputed to us, which are reckoned 
ours to all Intents and Purpoſes, as much as-if they 


were our own. As another Man's Debt taken on 


upon my ſcore and account is really and truly 


mine: So Adam's Diſobedience, and Chriſt's. Righ- 
| teouſneſs are imputed EINE: 


preſented. 


the 
God may be meant his glorious Er ces 
his glorious Image. The latter leſs 
1 1 Cor. 11. 7. A Man ought not to cove? bi 
for as much as be is the Inage and Glory ef 
the Woman is the Glory of Man. See fo 


— | 


accommodateth ir ſelf to the Intereſts of the Fleſh, 
and © Oy fe: Forth it be crete by” 


Fr 


Delights. of the 


y evil, as it deſtroys the 
God, and the Care of pleaſing and injoy- 
ing him. There is a Converſion from God to the 
r 
1 There is Pollution or Corruption of Nature, 


the Stock of Sin which we have inbred in us con- 


fiſting in a blind Mind, perverſe W ill, diſorderly 
Affectious, an unruly Appetite, and evil Inclina- 
tions to ſeuſual things. is often 
| of- in — „ Behold I mas 
m in Hiquity, and in Sin did my Mother 
we. John 3. 6. Thar which is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh. 
We all of the ſame carnal Nature, the 
1 — which reaketh out ĩn the 
Mind by vain Thoughts, in the Heart by 
- Deſires, and conſtantly diſcovereth it ſelf by a 
Pronenes to all Evit: Gen, 6. 5. The 

ons and the 
continually, amt 


concerns = 


carnal | 


of bis Heart are evil, and that 


— ( 


/ 
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that is good: Rom. 8. 7. The carnal Mind is En- 
wity to Cod, and is not ſubje@ to the Law, neither in- 
deed can be. Man, in reſpect to that which is good, 
is deſcribed not only by Terms that imply Weak- 
neſs, but Hoſtility and Oppoſition, as unhr for 
every good r and fo oppoſite to it: Col. 1. 
21. Alienated and Enemies in your Minds by wicked 
Works. If a Man were indifferent to Good and 
Evil, a Neuter and not a Rebel, the caſe were 
the leſs; EE Rn 25 
appeareth not only by Scripture, but Experience. 
There is a Proneneſs, and a ter Inclination 
to Evil than to Good. Now from whence ſhould 
come? Not by Example, for then this Inclina- 
tion would not diſcover it ſelf fo early, and Chil 
dren would be as capable of Good as Evil. We 
catch a Diſeaſe from the ſick, but not Health 
from the ſound. We find a manifeſt Diſpropor- 
tion in all our Faculties: In the Underſtanding, a 
Sharpneſs of Apprehenſion in carnal things, but a 
Dulneſs and Slow neſs to conceive of what is ſpiri- 
tual: The Will is backward and flow to what is 
good, but there is a ſtrong bent and urging in it 
| towhatisevil. We need a Bridle to curb and 
_ reſtrain us from Evil, and a Spur to excite and 
_ quicken us to Good. Evil things perſevere and 


| continue with us; O but how fickle and changea- 


ble are we in any holy Matter! The Memory is 
llippery in what is good, 1 
is evil ; the Affections quick, and eaſily ſtirred; 
like Fire in Tinder they catch preſently What is 
evil; but are cold and dead, like Fire in wet ot 
green Wood, to any thing that is good. The 
| Body is uaweildy {gp any holy Uſe, but ready to 
F execute any carnah in hort, there is 
the eed of al aft Fee ben before ir rea 
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way indeed. This ſhould be minded by us. No- 
thing inferreth ſo much a Contradiction to 
as Or being Sinners by Nature. I his is a ſta 
Enmity 5 5 Sin is a Blow and away, a 2 fi 

Anger ; this a State of Malice. Surely we had 


need look to a Redeemer, and a Change by Rege- 
and fleſhly in all the 


neration, that are ſo corrupt 
Powers and Faculties both of ＋ Body. This 


ſecludeth us from any poſſibility of attaining Hea- 
"_ and true Happineſs. 


y ſinned againſt God. The bad; 1 Xi 
8. 46. NES | 
E 
ture being unſubdued, diſcovereth it ſelf in Ads 
ſatable: Gen. 8. 2. For the of Mavs 
Heart is evil from bis Touth, and that 

Tho there be Mixtures and Intermiſſions, and tho 
this Corruption be in part broken, 


wholly 
doth not eafily leave its firſt Mixture. Princi- | 


ples in the beſt are mixed, ſo are their 


| Daum non tft mifj ex 


taken, S. 1. of over-born, Rom.7. The Saints 
in Heaven are called 


23. They ſin no more. But here we come very 


mort of that exact Obedience which the pe 


quireth : Prov. 20. 9. Who cam ſay, I have made my 
Heart clean, I am put fm my 

entred vpon the Work of geayling 
but cannor get them quite clean, 


EL, 


forth ; ſo that we are gone aſtray, and out of the [ 


All that come to the uſe of Reaſon have 


not. Our Na. 


yet tis not | 
vanquiſhed ; as Cloth dyed in the Wool 


, feed mo an ito wm», wo As Gas co wah 


Operati- 
ons, 'like fair Water paſſing —_— a dirty Sink. 


ex integyo - ly good, | 
as merely evil before. wierd prod over- | 


Spirits made perfect, Heb. 12. | 


Sin? They have. | 
their Hearts, | 
"bur till go on | 
pith the Work, and maks N ef the Blood of | 
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own Hearts may juſtly condemn them for many 
fnful Swervings from their Duty. 
3dly. This departing from God and his _ 
is itly repreſented by the ſtraying of Sheep: Al 
we like Sheep bave gone aſtray 

In the general it implicrh, 

That we are brutiſh in our Sin and Defection 
* God : it could not be expreſſed but by a 

Compariſon fetched from the Beaſts; we were 
like Sheep led alide in a ſenſual way, Man aimed 
equal with God, and he was made be- 
neath himſelf: Pal. 49. 12. Nevertheleſs Man le- 
ing in Honour, abideth not; be is like the Beaſts thas 
periſh. He continued not in the Honour of his 
Creation, and in that Excellency and Dignity 
wherein God had fet him; but became like a 
Beaſt, governed by his Senſes and lower Appetite. 
'Tis true of all Men, tlicy do not continue in the 


| Excellency of their Being, they have loſt much of 


the Dignity of their Reaſon, and are more led by 


} Senſe as the brute Creatures are. And therefore 


you have the Saints otten com; laining ; Pſal. 73. 


22. &© fooliſh was I and ignorant, I was as a Beaſt 


before thee. I was as Bcbemoth, a great Beaſt. Some» 
times they have no Command of their AﬀeCions, 
but are merely led by the Unrulineſs of Appetite 
or Paſſions; fo Prov. 30. 2. I was more brutiſh 
than any Man that is, he was no more able to 


gain heavenly Knowledg, whereby to be wiſe for 
Heaven and Salvation, than brute Creatures are 


able to weild Man's Reaſan, whereby to apply 
themſelves to the Affairs of this Life. There- 


fore Man is often compared to Beaſts for Fierce- 


neſs and Cruelty, as the Prophet calleth the proud 


P4 


the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah. "es 
' Chriſt. Tho none accuſe them, yet God and their 
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of the Breaches, every Cow at that which is before her. 
So for their rude wanton Simplicity, they 
compared to a wild Aſſes Colt, Job 11. 12. And 
here to a Sheep in decay of Knowledg and Go- 
vernment. In the general then it implieth ſome- 
thing brutiſn in us, and that through the Fall we 
have ſlipped beneath the Excellency of our Rank 
and Being, 
2. Proneneſs to err. No Creature is more 
prone to wander and loſe his way, than a Sheep 
without a Shepherd, which is eaſily ſeduced. So 
are we apt to tranſgreſs the Bounds whereby God 
hath hedged up our way: Jer. !&. 10. Thus ſaith 
the Lord unto this People, Thus bave they loved to 
wander. They loved to try Experiments in a way 
of Sin. Man indeed would fain tranſmit the 
Fault from himſelf, as Alam doth obliquely vpon 
God; The Woman which thou gaveſt me to be with me, 
ſhe gave me of the Tree, and I did eat, Gen. 3. 12. 
it may not be the Shepherds fault if the Sheep 
wander, but their own Nature, their aptneſs to 
wander. When we bring our ſelves into Inconve- 
niences, we are apt to murmur, and ſecretly to 
accuſe God in our Thoughts, as if he did not ſuffi- 
ciently provide for us. Solomon faith, Prov. 19. 3. 
The Fooliſhneſs of Man perverteth bis way, and bis 
 Heavt fretteth againſt the Lord. *Tis our own Folly, 
and we blame our own Fate, our evil Deſtiny, 
and thoſe unlucky Stars that ſhone at our Birth; 
and in theſe things we blame God himſelf, The 
Saints' themſelves have been guilty of this Evil, 
fretting” at God for what Inconvenience comes to 
paſs through their own Sin and Folly. 2 Sam. 6.3. 
tis ſaid, David was diſpleaſed, becauſe the Lord had 
made a Breach upon Uzzah. He ſhould have been 


diſpleaſed with himſelf, and his own Ignorance, 
75 8 1 a ; E pies ines" 0 at” to 


8 


b 
| 
| 
} 
7 


+ not help to all Eternity. Our Deſtruction is from 


wander by my ſelf, and could not return by my 
fell. And God faith as mnch, Hof. 13. 9. 0 

rael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thy 
Help. That is done in a moment, which we G4 


our ſelves, byt our Reparation from God. The 
good Shepherd 3 home the loſt Sheep upon 
his Shoulders, Lule 15 

4. It noteth our Rexdinef to follow evil Exam- 
ple. A Sheep is Animal ſequax, they run one af- 
ter another, and one Stragler draweth away the 
whole Flock. Epheſ. 2. 2, 3. Wherein in times paſt 
ye walked according to the Cowſe of this World, ar- 

cording to the Prince of the Power of the Air, that now 
worketh in the Children of Diſobedience. whom 
alſo we bad our Converſation in times paſt, in 
of our Fleſh, fulfilling the Deſires of the 750 and 6 
Mind, and were by Nature the Children of Wrath ee 
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as others. There is Satan, corrupt Examples, and 
evil Inclinations, the World and the Fleſh, all 
to ruin Man. We eaſily ſwim with the 
Stream and Current of others Examples, and do as 
they do: And even ſo Men take and do a great 
deal 1 wy 2 A are 
Propa we live by Imitation ; like 
we draw others out of the Paſture rogether with 
our ſelves. by Troops, and fo do Men 

follow the Multitude to do Evil; and what is com- 
mon paſſeth into our Practice without Obſer- 


5- The danger of ſtraying Sheep, which when 
of the Paſture, are often in harms way, and 
expoſed to a thouſand Dangers. Jer. 50. 6, 7. 

_ like loſt Sheep - All that baue 


to be preyed upon by the roaring Lion, and 
Dogs and Wolves that are abroad. In our 


fipful Eſtate we are as Sheep whom no Man taketh 
out of God's Protection, and fo a rea- 
Satan. See how pathetically the Pro- 
deſcribeth the Miſery of Iſrael, Hoſ. 4. 16. 
Noe the Led wil fd hems 0 Lab in log | 
O — what it is for a" poor ſolitary 


Sy dp 
ol nent hve hey ol be delivered over to De- 
4 : Rom. 3. 16. Deſtrudtion and Miſery is in 
| 1 and the way of Peace they A 


devoured them. So are we in dan- 


* the 53d — Ih. 21% 
cerneth every one to ſee what they have done for 
the ſaving of their loſt Souls. Al the World is be- 
come guilty before God, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Rome. 
| 3.19. Guilty you are, but have you ſued out 

your Diſcharge ? By Nature you loſt the Glory of 
God, but are you changed bas he image ad 
pelleted a your (ef Bir bax are youborm 
were in your are you 
again of Water and the Spirit? Are you faved 
by being waſhed in the Laver of Regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he hath 
ſhed on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Saviour ? 1 but are you 
waſhed in the Blood of the Lamb, and reconciled 
to God? You have gone aſtray, but is the Caſe 
cherd with you? | Pet. 2. 25. For ye were as 
Sheep going aſtray, but are now returned unto the 
berd and Biſhop of your Souls, nay oak 
a Mediator to 2 the Favour of God by him ? 
Do you your ſelves into his hands as your 
and reſign and give up your ſelves to 
be governed by him as your Biſhop and Overſeer ? 
As the Miſery involveth all, ſo doth the Care and 
N ng after a Remedy concern all. 


eceſſity of looki 
In the firſt Adam we contracted Guilt, and be- 


came liable to the Wrath of God : In the ſecond 


we have Righteouſneſs, which isa Pledg of God's 


Favour. In the firſt Adam we loſt the Image of 
God; by the ſecond we are made Partakers of the 
Divine Nature. In the firſt we loſt 
but by the the ſecond are reſtored to a better Para- 
diſe, Heaven it felf. 
But let us not reflect only upon this common 
ee what 
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and a greater Uſe of Reaſon ? It were endleſs to 
trace us in all our by-Paths : Who can underftand bis 
Errors? Plal. 19. 12. In every Age, in every 
Condition, ia every Buſineſs, we have been wan- 
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beganneſt to have more of Conſcience, 
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3. Since Grace received A 227 
a Pſal. 119. 176. ro rr 
K 1 FACT IT 
with God in the main, yet we are ever and anon 
from the e fy our 
1 tranſg 
Duty | at your — 
with our Hers, and ok the Lord foe 
| out in your Wandrings, lJowing | 
lich the Tenders of his Grace in Chriſt. 
1 If the Spirie of God fees forth our naty? 
ral Eſtate by the ſtraying or wandring of 

ſee if this Diſpoſition be ſtill in you yea or no : 
Are you not apt to go aſtray from God, and from 
his Ways? 

1. From God. E 


Sin is a departing from 
pecially Unbelief Heb. 3. 12. Toke 


my 
thought to find niuch Happineſs in 
Fruit, to mend and eren but was 
miſerably diſappointed. So when we do not be- 
lieve God in his Word, we will be trying our 
Fortunes, and taking our own Swing and Courſe. 
But I ſpeak of a more general Diſpoſition. There 
are ſome whoſe main Care it is to be getting away 
from God: As the Prodigal went into a far Coun- 
try, Luke 15. 11. They think to be better any 
- Where than at home under God's Eye and no Rod 


This appeareth by the Care they take to keep God 
r Pfal. 10. 4. Gai © wot is 


bts. A Thought of God ruſhing into 
| them; Ns ED 2 
| are a | 
. Communion wa God, and the Duties of Re- 


15 


al bis 
their Mi 
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. From the Ways of God. Tho 
only Ways of Peace and Life, and will ' ſurely 


| libertine and yokeleſs Spirit. Sinners looking 
! — pectacles of the Fleſh, 


to Fleſh and Blood, 


God, or the Ways of God irkſom, 


Deſtruction. The Sheep do not fare the better 
for going out of the Paſture. We leave all Good 


_ Ha 
will yet ſeek out 2 es 
abroad. 


1 the Diſtribution of | 


this common Error, Every Man to bis own way - 
Doct. 2. That there are many 


ning 
there are ſeveral ways 
Every Man hath his few 


Channel is cut, ſo his corrupt 
Ive and 


S 


 ligion are looked upon as a melancholy Interrup. 
they are the 
us happy in the end, yet naturally we are of 


well then, 1 
bath this 


3 Diſpoſition ſtill with himz | 
and if it be not checked, it will prove his eternal 


ia Rig the chicfeſt Good ; and in departing | 
God, you turn your back upon your oon 
ppineſs. As Beaſts put into a good Paſture, | 


ſeveral of Sin- + | 
or thus, 2 b ne Path to Hewes, 3 1 


ws, Foul Fo — 
Nature findeth an 
Faſſage: Eecdel. =. 7. 29. God bath made 
_ * but they bave ſought 2 


"> bo 3 _ * 
"I P * 


„ 4 „ Senner een 


7 7 
4 


1 
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ons.» One hath one Invention, and another ano- 
ther, wherein he imagineth to find Contentment 


r | 
Condition, and therefore hath many Devices and 
Inventions which indeed make it worſe. So 1 Jabs 
2. 16. For all that is in the World is the Luſt of the 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. Tho 
no Sin cometh amiſs to a carnal Heart, — og 
are more kindly and ſutable to that 
mour. One his notorious Blemiſh is the ple of 
the Eyes, Worldlineſs; another Senſuality, ano- 
ther Pride, one this Sin, another that. Hence 
2 Pſal. 18. 23. I kept my ſeif from 

ty. That which moſt urgeth us, and 
prevailerh with us, we ſhould endeavour to mor- 


tify. 

The Reaſons how this cometh to paſs, are, 

1. Becauſe of the Activeneſs of Man's Spirit: 
Tis always a deviſing Wickedneſs, which as tis 
true, molt eſpecially of the malicious muſing 
Mind, ſo of all evil Hearts: Pfal. 64. 6. They 
accompliſh a diligent ſearch ; 
both the inward Thougbt of every one of them, and the 
Heart is deep. A wicked Spiritis a ſearching Sp 
tit. They contrive new ways: They are always 
finding out new Inventions and Devices; they are 


not contented with the way God bath ſer them, 
and therefore will try others. 


2. ie hpprnth rough Dire of Conti 
tions: Amores animi 


\ nnd + The Matter of ſome Mens Bodies 
I is more vitioully dif than others are. We 
plainly fee the Body hath ſome indirect Operation 


| * 
delpeth N the Temptation, and offereth 
_”_ ons, ſtirriog up raging and immoderate De- 
| until at len er of Punt ail Shame and 
ttany, he 


ned and — — and 
— no ſenſe of Piety, and the Heart is made 
unweildy to Prayer, or any godd Duty. So for 

contentious or furious Perſons : whatever the 
_ Conſtitution be, he workerh mightily in the Chil- 
en of Diſobedience, Epbeſ. 2. 2. Godly Men 
A leaſt hurt by him, as being led by the Spi — 
and avoid the Occalions and Snares, and 


aa - 1 


— 
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eſtions, and yet they ſmart oy 
ys: pigeb ag. —_— the 
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\ſuackia his Trade ; and Corrupt is common 

a Magiſtrate. Several Callings and Buſineſſes 
— their ſeveral Corruptions. Men eaſily flide 
into the Corruptions of their way, and every Cal- 
ling through the Wickedneſs of our Hearts is 
made to ſerve this or that Sin. 

4. Cuſtom and Education. Ariſtotle faith, ?Tis 
ill Education that ingageth Men to a way of Wic- 
kedneſs, and tis not eaſy nl off from 
it. Veſſels. will not eakily quic their firſt Savour, 
and Cuſtoms will not eaſily be left. Teach a Child 
the way of the Lord, and it will ſtick by, him: 
Prov. 22. 6. Train up Child in the way be ſhould go, 
and when he is old be will not depart from it. 

. 5, Company and Example. Men learn 1 
them with whom they converſe, and thence come 
partly as they run in the Blood, but 
more dy Example. Of the Germans we learn 
Drunkenneſs and Gluttony, of the French. Wane 
| gronneſs. Men ſhape their Practiees to the Patterns 
that are before them, and learn their way; for it 
ealily taints the Spirits. And thus you ſee why 
— = ſo many lnventions and Ways of Wic- 
_-— JR. 


. Uſer. Well then, do not be — to bleſs 


| your ſelves, provided the Sins of others break not 


nn aot into the ſame Sins that others do: The 


put upon you ;, do, not flatter your ſelves that you 


Devil may take you in another Snare, - that ſuteth 
more with your Temper and Condition of Life. 
dome are ſenſual, and ſome. vainglorious, others 
1 many meet. in: Hell —— ga thi- 
15 the. ſa ne. way. „A Man may not be as- other 

in and yet he may not be ag he ſhould be. Luke 


I; . er ond prayed ths with him- 


God I thank thee than I am not as otber Men - yet 
T = 


[1 » 
1) 
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the Publican went down to bis Heuſe juſt: 
the proud Phariſee. Thoſe that ſlighted the Invita- 
tion to the Marriage-Feaſt had their ſeveral Di- 
verſions and Reaſons of Excuſe : Mat. 22. 5. But 
they all made light of it, and went their ways, one to 
his Farn:. another to bis Merchandiſe. hath 
Buſineſ- to keep him from Chriſt, and another 
Pleaſures, :1d the Pomps and Vanities of the pre- 
ſent Werld, and another has his ſuperſtitious Ob. 
ſcrvances: But all obſtru& the Power of the Truth, 
and the receiving of Chriſt into their Souls. Eve. 
ry Man will have his way, faith Luther upon this 

Text: Some follow their Hawks and Hounds, and 
neglect their precious and immortal Souls: Others 
buſy themſeives in heaping up Riches : Others are 
for Plays and Sports to fool away the day of Grace. 


My way, faith he, when | was a Monk, was to 


faſt and pray till 1 had made my ſelf ſick, to ob- 


ſerve the Statutes of my Order ſtrictiy: I called 


upon the Bleſſed Virgin, and St. George, and St. 
Chriſtopher, and this was my way: And fo vile a 
Creature as I was, for all this 41 om 
ſinful. Others may hate this or that publick and 
viſible Elemiſh ; hut what are thy Failings ? Jobs 
8. 7. He tbat is without Sin among you, let him caſt 
the firſt Stone at ber. We may raſhly cenſure others, 
and deſcant on their Faults, "_ *tis better to look 
_ Inward : Do not I offend God as much another 


Extravazancies, but that wane? is more 
lemn and gra 


juſtified rather thay 


— 


\ as. 4 * * 9 —_— vr _ 


4. a Acc cca . i. ai 


ves. the 53d Chapter of Tfaiah. 22 


When a Man periſheth, be eateth the Fruit of bis 
own way, and is filled with bus own. Devices, Prov. i. 
3! 


Tc a of Be. cM 


light Eye, cut off thy right Hand, Aat. 5. 29, 30. 


Your Trial lieth there, as Abraham was tied in 
offering up his /ſaac - a! David voucheth it as a 
Mark of Sincerity, Pſal. 18. 23. I was uprizht be- 


fore thee, and kept my ſelf. from mine Iniquity. It 


will prove a ſtumbling- Block, and eat out all the 


Heart and Power of Grace if let alone. It con- 


cerneth us in our covenanting with God, to ſet 
againſt the Sin of this inbred and natural Inclina- 
tion. Tho Original Sin diſpoſe us to all Sin, yer 
our particular and perſonal luclination may carry 
ns more ſtrongly to ſome one kind of Sin: Heb. 
12. 1. Let us lay aſide every weight, and the Sin 
which doth ſo eaſily beſet us. Thus Childhood is wan- 
ton, and old Age touchy and covetous. Sins take 
the Throne by turns, àctording to our Vocation 
and Courſe of Life. Every Calling hath its emp- 


| tations, and there is a Snare which others meet 
not wich. Every Condition of Life hatłr a predo- 


minant Sin: As the young Man with his great Poſ- 
ſeſſions. O let us conſider our tender Parts, our a- 
lab, our Herodias, that Sin that hindreth us moſt 
in cloſing with Chriſt, that Sin that moſt in- 
groſſeth our Thoughts; for they always follow 


the Temper of our Hearts. Some Sins we hide 


, Temperance and Fudgment 
ths pretended Wife. Tha: 
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which you reſerve in turning to God, that which 


you fet up a Toleration in your Hearts for, even 


this Sia muſt be bewailed to God, and you muſt 


"> ſeek the Blood of Chriſt to mortify i it with all the 


promiſing Occaſions of it. Act the contrary 


Grace, and fee how you can deny your ſelves in 


what you moſt affect. 


Uſe 2. Is Caution not to walk ſlightly. There 


is but one right Path, there are many evil ones. 


dlameth thoſe that did not oe. Fen &v, not walk 


As one faid, Evil is manifold, and the way of Sin | 
divideth it ſelf into divers Paths ; you may ealily 


miſtake. See that place, Prov. 4. 26, 27. Ponder 


the Path of thy Feet, and let all thy Ways be "chablifh. 


ed: Turn not to the right Hand, nor to the left; re- 
move thy Foot from Evil. Walk with a great deal 
of Care and Circumſpection: When tis ſo eaſy 
to err, a Man would be folicitous. The Apoſtle 


uprightly according to the Truth of the Goſpel ; 


Gal. 2. 14. 14. They did der go with a right Foot. 


The World thinketh Stri to be Folly and 


Niceneſs. You ſee there is a great deal of Reaſon 


for it: There is Error on both ſides of Truth, 
and you may ealily miſcarry : There is an Ex- 


treme on both hands. A little to direct you, 


mind that place, Aiat. 7. 14. Strait is the Gate, and 

narrow is the Way, and few there be that find it. There 

are ſome Way-marks : I think, without wrong to 

that place, 1 may give you three; a ſtrait Gate, 
a narrow Way, and few Com 


1 A ſtrait Gate; the Entrance into it puts the | 
. a toit, *whether taken for the coming 


, out of our Jelves, or the getting into Chriſt. 'Tis 
a Narrow, Wa xo e the Soul right. 'Tis like 
. the Paſſages y hi Jonathan and his Armovr- 
 Heager Taught to get uy, to the Phyſician: 1 Sam. 
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ſharp Rock on the other /ade the name of the one was 


| an afflicted rough way, ſuch as will ingage Belie- 


that will put you upon 
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» and 4 


14. 4- There was a ſharp Rock on the one 


Bozez, and the name of the other was Sench. So 
here between Preſumption and Deſpair, *tis hard 
to keep the Soul right, ſometimes the Wind blow- 
eth in one Corner, ſometimes in another. How 
to keep our ſelves from Deſpair in going out of 


our ſelves, how to keep our ſelves from Pre 
| tion by getting into Chriſt, is not ſo eafy. 


2. There is a narrow Path, 7. e 53%, 


vers, 


Ci.) To the exerciſe of Care. A diffdent re- 


gardleſs Soul is out of his way: You have but a 
Ridg to walk upon: Epheſ. 5. 15. Walk circum- - 
ſjeSly, not even as it hicteth. For tis a hard 
matter to keep 2 good Conſcience, Ads 24. 16. 
And Prov. 23.19. Hear thou my Son, and be wiſe, and 
guide thine Heart in the right way, You had need 
look to it. e 
(2.) Toa great deal of Pains and Sorrow. He 
was miſtaken that ſaid, Take thine Eaſe. Many 
can ſwallow Sins, and purſue them, and yet have 
no ſenſe of them that they are wrong: Tis a way 
much Sorrow and Aſflifi- 
on, becauſe you have ſuch a diſtempered Soul, 
and ſuch a deal of Pride and latemperance, and 
Anger in it. Rom. 7. 24. O wretched Man that 1 
am! who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this Death ? 
Plal. 120. 5. Wo is me that I ſojourn in Meſech, 
that I dwell in the Tents of Kedar ! The Saints are 


- apt to grieve that they have ſuch a worldly Spirit 


nan heavenly ey. | | 
(3.) To a great deal of Self.denial. Tis a 
way that reſtraineth Nature, therefore we are 


| Called upon, Mat. 3. 3. Prepare ye the way of the 


Q 3 Lord, 


43 
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2 hl 21 Feet. There muſt be 
e 'Tis not ſuch a way as 


= would have a thing many times, but yon 
muſt 7 a Knife to your Throats, as if you were 
y your Appetite than to ſatisfy 
i” The Thoo 4 the Affections, the Speeches, 
be reduced to the ſtrict Rules 
bf whe Word. When Men pleaſe Nature to the 
full, dis a fign they have miſtaken their way. 
, (42. It will ingage you to much Mortification, 
to much Or tion: Epheſ. 6. 12. For we wreſtle 
nat againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalit 
againſt. Powers, againſt the pigs tbe « Darkneſs o 
this World, againſt ſpiritual ande in bigh 
Places. . vou have ſtrong 
thoic mult, be mortified, which you cannot do 
without the Spirit of Chriſt, Nom. 8. 13. It will 
coſt you many Prayers and Tears, and fighting 
with ſpiritual Wickedneſſes. 

3. The next Way- mark is, that you have but 
liztle.Compa ny 3 Narrow is the way that leads to 
Lafe; and 45g t 
others do, and fo miſtake. Others ſever them- 
ſelves from the World, but go in the ordinary 
Track of Profeſſion, not out of the common 
Road. This is to be true to a Sect and Company 
of Men, not to the Ways of God. As Paul when 
he was a Phariſee, he lived by the Eye, and did 


as others did; he lived after "he ſtricteſt Sect of 1 


Religion, A&s 26. 5- You muſt put a difference 
between the ordinary number of Profeſſors and 
your ſelf. But if you be vain and ſenſual, what 
do you more than they ? Chriſtians ſhould look 


Kr pats hett. Heb. 12. 13. Aid © 


you > i bay of your own Hearts. 
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be that find it. Many walk a 


after t the Diſt inction and the Difference between 1 
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them and others: Mat. 6. 32. For after all theſe 
things do the Gentiles ſeek - Implying, A Man 
ſhould do more than they, more than the Men of 
the World can ever do. Pſal. 4. 6. There be many 

that ſay, Who will ſhew us any good ? That is the 


' faſhion of the Men of the bruriſh Multitude. But 


the Godly ſay, Lord, lift up the Light of thy Counte- 
nunce upon us. 

Uſe 3. ls to preſs you to look into the State of 
your Hearts, and fee what you have by long Ex- 
ence obſerved, what is your Sin, your way of 

Wickedneſs, what aſſaults you moſt frequently, 
moſt fiercely ; obſerve the Frequency of Temp- 
tations, and the Strength of them; the Law in 
the Members, and a Thorn in thc + ieſh : So, as tis 
conceiv'd, he calleth the violent Stirrings of 
Luſts. Now bend all your Strengthagainit theſe : 
As the King of Am ſaid, 1 Kings 22. 31. Fight 
not againſt ſmall nor great, ſave only with the King of 
Iſrael : So bend the Strength of the Soul againſt 


| this way of Wickedneſs, 


l¶˖ come no to the laſt Point of the firſt Part of 
the Text, and that is drawn from that poſſeſſive 
Particle whereby every Man's by-Path is expreſſed, 
Every Man to bis way. | 
Doct. 3. That this is the Sin of Men in their natu- 
ral Condition, that they turn to their own way. 
The Phraſe implieth theſe two things : Firſt, a 
Defe& or Want of Divine Guidance. Secondly, 
2 Rejection of the Ways of God, when made 
known to us. We do not like them fo well as 
ſome other, which we fancy to be better to us, 
becauſe more ſutable to our carnal Deſires: And 


Far, eſpecially by Jeremy, that they would not 
Q 4 regard 


therefore tis often charged upon the People of 
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fegard the ways of God, but the way of their 
own Imaginations. See Jer. 7. 24. God had told 
them that all that he required of them was this, 
that I bave com- 
but they bearkened not, nor inclined their 
Ear, but walked in t Counſel and m the Imagination 
of their evil Heart, and went bockward and not for- 
ward. So that you ſee it argueth a refuſal of 
Socks ways, when diſcover'd to them, as not be- 
ing for their turns. So Jer. 9. 13, 14. "Becauſe they 
baue forſaken my Law which I have ſet before them, 
and baue not 4 Voice, neither walked therein, 
but bave walked after Imagination of their Heart, 
and after Baalim. They think their own Path 
better, ſafer, or more comfortable, and there- 
fore would not meddle with God's. 50 Jer. 11. 8. 
EN, nor inclined their Ear, but walked 
A Imagination of their evil Heart. This 
R is the more 3 1 4 ＋́—.] L.A in Jer. 
44. 17. N certamly do what ſuc ver 
ous of our Mouth. Fo that wn genomes. Fa 
have their Ways preſcribed, out of a preſumption 
that they can better provide for themſelves. The 
Drunkard, the 5 — thinks God's Way is 
either- infipid or injurious. 'Our firſt Parents 
thought their Conceit was better, and that God 
in envy had denied it to them. And therefore 
they did not weigh God's Reſtraint and Prohibi- 
tion; Gen. 3. 17. She would eat, the Devil had 
_ faſtened her Fancy to it, and the went on with the 
Temptation. 
1. There is a defect or want of Divine Gui- 
dance. God leaveth Men to their own ſway, 
and taketh away all Check and Reſtraint from 
them: and then whatever a Man doth, is purely 
_ * So "tis 5 Pſal. 81. 12. 1405. 


Obey my Price, and walk in the way 
manded you; 
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them up to their own Hearts Luſt, and they walked in 
their own Counſels, When all Divine Guidance or 
Direction is taken away, you will be left to the 
impure Dictates of a corrupt Mind, or at beſt to 
ſome poor ins of Civility. As'tis ſaid, Gen. 
20. 6. I alſo with-beld thee from ſinning againſt me, 
therefore ſuffered thee not to touch ber. Some Re- 
ffraints and Chains God caſteth upon Men, that 
they are not able to do the Evil which naturally 
they would, Tho they do not go God's Way, 
they cannot go their own. But when God plea- 
ſeth he letteth Men alone, and then they do what 
is right in their own eyes; as you ſhall ſee, A#s 
14. 16. Who in times paſt ſuffered all Nations to walk 
in their own ways; that is, to live according to 
their own pleaſure: Preſcribing no Reſtraint to 
them by diſcovering himſelf in a Law ; or to thoſe 

that have the outward written Word, by uſing 
no inward Motions of his Spirit. So that this is 
the firſt thing, the privative Part, a Defe& of 
divine Guidance either by ſuch outward Preſcrip- 
tions as may revive natural Light, or ſuch inward 
Motions as may reſtore it. LOTT 
2. That which is poſitive or more formally im- 
ported, is a following of the Dictates of our own 
corrupt Minds, and fulfilling the Deſires of our 
on corrupt Wills: For I conceive this turni 
to our own way is expreſſed by the Apoſtle upon 
the ſame occaſion, Epheſ. 2. 3. For he ſaith there, 
that natural Men bave their Converſations in the Luſts 
of the Fleſh, fulfilling the Deſires of the Fleſh, and of 
the Mind. There isa natural Inclination to 
his corrupt Mind, and to ſatisfy his c Will. 
'Tis but a pleaſing of themſelves : Tis the way 
they have deviſed, and the way they have deſired. 
But to ſpeak of theſe things a little ſeverally. 
y 1. There 
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1. There is a following the DiQates of a cor. 


rupt Mind; this is the firſt and chiefeſt, and there. | 
fore tis often expreſſed according to their Imaging. = 


tions and their Counſels. There are a great many 
Prejudices in a natural Underſtanding againſt the 
Ways of Gad. *Tis a Way of their own con- 
triving. Men think their way is good : Prov. 14. 
12, There is a way which right unto a Man, 


blind Hearts dictate to them, that their own way 
is the beſt, ſafeſt, moſt pleaſant and comfortable. 
The Mind chuſeth, pauſeth, and determineth up. 


on what it conceives to be better for it than the 4 


Rule of Obedience: Therefore tis cz led our own 
way, becauſe tis not of God's Appointment, but 


our own Choice. Men confult with their own 
Hearts, and think Sin is better. You may go 


all the Commandments of God, and you 


wiſe than God faith. As to the firſt Table, Man 
hath ſome confuſed knowledg that there is a God 
who is to be worſhipped, to be ſpoken of with 
Reverence and Obſervance, that there is ſome 
Time to be ſet apart for his Worſhip. Now what 
this God is, what is his Worſhip, what Time to be 
ſet apart for it, and how *tis to be ſpent, there 
Reaſon faileth. We have ſome Ways that ſeem 
right to us for that; and we are guided either by 
our own Reaſon, or Preſcript of Time, or Edu- 
cation, or Example, or Cuſtom : Tis our own 
Ways that we turn to, and therefore do not give 
God the Glory that is due to his Name. Nom. 1. 


21. Becauſe that when they knew God, they glorified 


bim not 4s God, neither were thankful, but became 
vain in their Imaginations, and their fooliſh Heart 
was darkened. They do not glorify 909 

| e 


but the end thereof are the ways of Death, Their 


ſnl Ne a netural Underſtanding diftates ocher- 


ver. ö. the 53d Chapter of Tiaiah. „ 
We paint out Worſhip by our own lazy Thoughts, 
Jo 728566 it by ſome Fancies of our own. This 
is our own way. Thea as to the ſecond Table, 
there natural Light is moſt clear : There we have 
ſome Sparks and Know ledg left of G0 and E- 
vil, and yet even there our carnal Und erſtand ing 
ealily leadeth us into a way that we think better 
to us than that which God bach ſet us; and fo we. 
think Liberty is better than Obedience to Superi- 
ours, Revenge is ſweet, and Injury is 1-9ked upon 
as profitable, and mere Adultery as pleaſant, iome 
thinking Nature never planted ſock ror ., De- 
fices in a Man, but to have them i{uii-heu. And 
as to Theft and „ what. ſhould a Man 
be ſcrupulous and ſtand upon Conſcience, ven he 
ſeeth a preſent Beneũt? 30 Calum . Reproach 
ol others pleaſeth us, and ſerveth out ends by 
| making them odious to others, whom we our 
_ ſelves hate. Thus by a little uſe all Knowleds of 

Good and Evil is blotted out of the Mind, and a 
rg ſeemeth right to us, tho condemned by 


2. There is a fulfilling of the Delires of our 
corrupt Wills. Men go the way of their own 
| Aﬀettions; and tho it be not according to the 

La of God, tis according to their Delires, Luſt 


being their Law: As if it were warrant enough to 


do a thing becauſe they deſire ic. The Apoſtle 

faith, Tit. 3. 3. Serving divers Luſts and Pleaſures - - 
that is, their Mind was to obey their vile Affecti- 
ons. They think the Deſire was planted in them, 
that they might ſatisfy it, and they are not bound 
to thwart it. "Twerea wrong to their Natures, 
whoſe bent and force they follow. Tis ſaid of 
Eve, Gen. 3.6. That when /he ſaw that the Tree was 
good for Food, and that it was pleaſant add. Uh 


8 A Practical ds | 
and « Tree to be deſired to make one wiſe, ſhe took of 
the Fruit thereof, and did cat. Men think there js 
no harm as long as they do but pleaſe Appetite 


and only meddle with what tempts the Deſire. 
the 


But Brethren, do not deceive your ſelves, 
mere fulfilling of natural Deſires without thwar- 
is a walking in your own ways: for even 
wander beyond thoſe Bounds by which 
Word hath hedged up your way, be it of 
Honour or Profit. One of the firſt 
Chriſt's School is a You 
upon it to go againſt your Deſires, 
tis a hard Leſſon. The Way of na- 
Men is their own Way, hey do not love to 
e reſtrained in their Deſires and therefore they 
ventured upon Sin, notwithſtanding great 
you the more for Reſtraints. Men 
2 Goodneſs in forbidden Fruit, 
and think the Prohibition cruel and envious, and 

will venture and try their own way, as 
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Nature. * place, Roms. 7. 5. For 
the Motions of Sin which 
in our Members to bring 

Frui : - that is, when in our natu- 
ral Condition, the Reſtraints of the Law revived 
Sin, and we Jet it work, tho it were to our de- 
ſtruction. Mens voluptuous Hearts will not let 
them enter upon ſuch a ſtrict Courſe as the Law 
© preſcribes. Well now, gather all together, and 
you may ſee what tis to turn to our own way: 
'Tis to be left to our ſelves, and then to reject 
the Ways of God upon 


more pleaſing to our Fancies, and more ſutable to 
our 2 : 


joth to loſe their longing, and to diſap- | 
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The Reaſons may be referred to two _e. 


Our own Wa can never be right, either, 
1. To 


1. „ Not ro nin ſe God. This appears in that, 
(1.) God will not ſtand to our Appointment. 
Nothing pleaſeth him but what he bath required, 
al ocher things he looketh upon as mere Invention 
or Imagination. Tho Man ſhould be very zea- 
lous in SY" way, with x dn an In · 
tention, not acce 3 
im in ä to 
God. Now you will never do it in your Duties, 
or in your Lives, if your Carriage be not ſutable 
to his Rule. Micah 6. 7, 8. Will the Lord be pleaſed 
with thouſands of Rams, or with ten thouſands of Ki- 
vers of Oil? Shall | give my Firſt-born for my Tranſ- 
preſſion, and the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my 
| Sul? Here is a very liberal Propoſal. But what 
doth the Prophet rejoin upon this? He bath ſhewed 
thee, O Man, what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, bur to do juſtly, to love Mercy, and 
to walk bumbly with thy God There is the Trial 
what God hath required of us. He will not ſtand 
to the Creatures Courteſy, tis his Prerogative to 
appoint what pleaſeth him beſt. God hath been 
angry with things, tho done with a good Intenti- 
on, if not according to what he hath ſhewed : 
nr on, 2 Sam. 6. 7. God 


NI ET an 
furious in it: They had good Intentions, 
bar they di noe underitend Gold's Way. A Man 


may 


God: or, 7 
2. To do our ſelves Good. RE 9 
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may ſeem to have much Zeal, and much ſcrupy. 
Jous Tenderneſs of doing Good, and avoiding 
Evil; but*tis ſuch as is in his own Fancy and Ap. 
Pi chenſion, but not in God's Law; he hateth it. 
The faiſe Teachers had ſome ſeemingly ſtrict Or. 
dinances ; Col. 2. 21, 22. Touch not, taſt not, ban- 
dle not but they were the Doctrines and Com- 
mandments of Men. Thus you ſee God will not 
like our Way, tho i: ſhould be never ſo ſtrict, and 
accommodated with the Advantage of many de- 
vout and pure Intentions. A Popiſh Spirit may 
be very devout, but God regardeth it not, be- 
cauſe *tis not according to his Appointment. A 
good Intention cannot fake the Action good, but 
the Conformity of it to the Rule: Otherwiſe thoſe 
that flew the Apoſtles, ani crucified Chriſt, 
pleaſed him; me of them did ir with a devout 
Heart to that wa vhich ſeemed ;ight to them, 


The time òdometu. ba »hſνννα,ꝗ killeth you, will think 
that be doth G0 Ser ice. They think this is well, 
and will pleaſ: Goo Uſually that hath been the 


Rage as hath been raſnly and unadviſedly concei- 
ved for God's fake. Eccleſia nunquam magis paſſe 
eſt quam ſt: uwmine Fecleſic. Theretore I. ſay, 
God dot}: not l. to the Intention of a thi 
but the conformity of i: to the Rule, and to his 
Appointment tha? ae !iketh ; otherwiſe that which 
is odicus to bini, would ſeem right in our Eyes. 
(2.) Suppote God ſhould commit it to our 
ſelves, yet we ſhouid never do that which would 
Pleaſe him. If God had left us no Direction but 
the Light of our own Reaſon, we would never 
reach the right way, but there would be divers 
1. Ig- 


and they tho t wa pler ing to God. Jobn 16. 2. 


Lot of the Saints '1itherto to ſuffer under ſuch | 


Ver. 6. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 

1ſt. Ignorance. Natural Men know not which 

way to #© about it 3 they are deſcribed, Ram. 1. 

21. to be ſuch as became vain in their inaticus, 

aul their fooliſh Heart was darkened. A frivolous 

} Mind every Man hath; the word is gu, 

they are vain in their Diſcourſes and Reaſoniags : 

They have very unſavory apprehenſions of the 

Ways of God. *Tis ſpoken of the Heathen there. 

And the like you ſhali ſee of the Jews, and of na- 

tural Men within the Church: Jer. 3. 22. Fr my 
People is fooliſh, they bave not known me, they 

ſotnſh Children, they bave no Underſtanding; 


. Men of Parts are ſometimes extreme- 
ly ignorant in point of Duty towards God and 
Man, and therefore certainly their own Path 
muſt needs be a wrong way. Brethren, it Ggni- 
fies not what Men in a notional way can diſcaurſe 
or argue concerning Duty, for their fooliſh Dark” 
neſs will be diſcover'd when it cometh to practice. 
2dly. Their Antipathy againſt any thing that 
- *concerneth the Ways of God. Our Way muft 
needs be ſeen, for our Heart is exceeding averſe 
to the Will of God. Rom. 8. 7. The carnal Mmd 
is Enmity againſt God. Mark, tis not only an 
Enemy, but Enmity. There is the Spirit of Ma- 
| licein it againſt all the Ways of God. There- 
fore God's Appointments and carnal Devices will 
never be together; if you be wiſe to the 
Fleſh, you cannot be wiſe to Duty. A carnal 
wiſe Heart muſt needs err in its Choice then : 
There is 2 difallowing of all that is good, and an 
| approving of all that is naught : this is moſt ſu- 
" Ubletous. See Iſa. 5. 20. Wo unto them that tall 
| "EvilGrodgand Good Evil, thas put Darkneſs for Ligbt, 
| nd Light for Darkneſs, that pur bitter for ſweet, _ 


. 


ago A Prata Expoſition upon 
fweer for bitter. The Prophet uſeth divers 
fions to ſet out that wicked diſvaluing of the W 


Ways of Jollity and Exceſs, and for God's Ways 

look upon them as bitter and dark, ſuch as 
will baniſh Mirth, and eat out all Contentment, 
and fill the Heart with fad Fears and Darkneſs, 
O how are theſe Men miſtaken! ET 
. 3dly. We have a baſe paltry Heart, and are 
loch to ſerve him as far as we know. "Tis ſaid, 
Rom. 1. 28. They did not like to retain God in their 
XKnowledg. They do not approve or make fuch 
precious account of the Ways of God as they 
ſhould do. Carnal Men are loth to go contrary 
to their Deſires. They like the Knowledg 
they have, and are better content with Igno- 
rance, as tis ſaid, 2 Pet. 3. 5. The Apoſtle Peter 


againſt them. This they are angry at, that they 
know ſo much, and are willing to practiſe ſo lit- 


tle. And therefore what is choſen and followed - | 


with full Conſent by ſuch Hearts, muſt needs be a 
way. You may well ſuſpect whatever Na- 


fully. This is the firſt Reaſon: Our own Way is 
not the right Way, becauſe we can never pleaſe 
2. Our 6wn way is not the right way to do out 
ſelves good. The more we pleaſe the Fleſh, the 
| wrong our own Souls: Paſſions. and cor» 
rupt Affections. do but blind the Heart to its. oiaũ 
deſtruction. As. the Fiſhes that. play down the 
pleaſant Streams of Forden; devalve. themſelves 
into the dead Sea, ſo Ways that are alzqgerber ſu- 
table to our Nature, do but end in Daſtruciie 


of God that is in all carnal Hearts. They think. 
all the Comfort and! is in their own 


that 


*Aaith, They are willingly ignorant of what might make 


ture deviſeth ſo willingly, and practiſeth ſo cheer. | 


- es... + both tht Ae. ot ao. oi a4 ew ew +» nods 
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ver. 6. 
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prov. 16. 25. There is a way 2 

4 Man, bus the end N art 2 ways of Death. 
Mark, tis in the plural, Ways ; tis Afultiplex. A 
Man ruineth himſelf many ways, by one Sin or 
another ; ſome their way is Adultery, that waſt- 
eth the Strength, dlaſteth the Beauty, bringeth 
Infamy, Poverty, Reproach, Horror of Conſci- 
ence, Leath and eternal Deſtruftion. Another 


DruakenneG, which beſots the Brain, waſteth the 
Eſtate, b&rayeth a Man to Reproach, brawneth 


che Heart, and bringeth Death and Deſtruction. 
| will not ſtand loager upon the Reaſons, but ap- 
y it. 
Dſſe 1. Is Caution to you, not to go in your own 
ways, neither in Worſhip nor Converſation; that 


is the Sin ot Men in their natural Condition. "Now 


that you may not do ſo, 
1, | hall give you ſome cautionary Propoſitions. 
2, A few Directions. 
The cauti-5nary Propoſitions I. ſha!l. ſpread be- 
fore you for the greater quickning and incitement 


4 of 5 


Gun may not like what Men like. Prov. 16.2. 
Ale. w.tys of 4 Ain are clean in bis own Eyes, but 
the Lr. weigheth the Spirit. A Man that doth not 
weigh his Service in the Ballance of the Sanctuary, 
is nor. ſeglible of the Defects of it. God weigh- 
eth, and can look beneath the Veil of Ppretences. 
$9 Late 16. 5. For that which is lughly eſteemed a- 
Mons ſt Men is Avomination in the [tght of God. You 
may pleaſe your ſelves in your ways, and yet you 
may very much. diſpleaſe God. The Rule hold- 
ech in Duties : You may paſs it off as if it were a 
eerily Bealt for an Offering, whenas God look- 
ith upon it as a ſick Sacriſice, a corrupt 
Ting; Mal. 1. 14. This Rule likewiſe bolds good, 
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do not, but God may hate them for it. 


more thou ſhouldeſt ſuſpect it doth not 
God. Whence cometh all this Vigilance ? Either 


ſpect to the Commandment. See how heartily 
have ſought thee, let me not wander from 


| ſhould go by. Adviſe with the Word, Bind 
continually about thine Heart, and tie is about thy 


is light, . When thou gag is hal lead ther, 


in Converſation. Men pleaſe themſelves in an eaſy 
moral way, but God can find a great deal of Evil 


in it. We look upon Sins as they are odiaus 2. 


broad, but God arg og inward _ Now 
when Meo live in an eaſy voluptuous ſenſual wa 
they do not check themſelves for it, becauſe othere 


2. Nay the more thy Way pleaſeth thee, the 
pleaſe 


the thing is carnal, or if it be ſpiritual, thou art 
ſet on by the Concernments of the Fleſh. Cer- 
tainly thy carnal Heart is ſet on by ſomething 
that is ſutable. David did not dare touch the Wa- 
ters of Bethlebem, becauſe he longed for them; 
2 Sam. 23. 15, 16. O that ſome would give me the 
IWaters of Bethlehem! He would not drink of it, 
becauſe they went in Jeopardy of their Lives that 


fetched it, but poured it out before the Lord. 


ſay in doubtful things, when thou art ſo vehe- 


ment, ſuſpect thy Heart; and the more thy Life f 


pleaſeth thee, fear tis the leſs acceptable to God. 
Confider not what thou art willing to do, bur 
what God alloweth. Nature woyld not be fo 
ſtrongly bent upon a thing, if there were not 


Corruption in it. ' Theſe are the two quickening | 
Propoſitions. The Rules or Directions are three. 


1, Lead your Life by a Divine Rule: have re- 


David prayeth, Pſal. 119. 10. With my whole Heart 


mandmerts. That is the Rule, the Law a Man 


Neck. The Commandment is a Lamp, ay 6 


v» 3 


at oa. acc. QA Dd Aa 


N - 


| thy Com- 
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ſeepeſt it ſhall keep thee, and when thou wakef it bal 
talk with thee 3 Prov. 6. 21, 22,23, He would not 

deviate into his own Path. Gal. 6. 16. 4s many 
as walk according to this Rule, Peace be on them, and 

| Mercy, and upon the Iſrael of God. They that 
walk by this Rule, that is according to the Word 
of God. The Law is the Expreſſion of God's Will 
to us Creatures, therefore conform to that: if 
Chriſtians had oftner Recourſe to the Rule, they 

would have a better ſight of Duty. 

| 2. Beg Divine Aſliſtance. We cannot keep to 

God's Rule without God's Power; beg it of God 
then, as David in the Pfalm before-mentioned : 

| therearedivers Places hint this in Scripture. Lis 

2 ſign we run our ſelves, when we would 

not be directed by God. When God leaveth us 

to our ſelves, then we leave his Law. As 14 
16. In times paſt God ſuffered the Gentiles to walk 
in their own ways. A Man left to himfelf cannot 

- but err, and therefore deſire God that he would 

guide you; for a blind Mind, and a wicked Heart 

cannot guide you in his Ways. This is called a 

taking beed to the Word, Pal. 119. 9. And ver. 101. 

I have refrained my Feet from every evil way, that I 

may keep thy Word, And David prayeth; Pſal.11g. 

133. Order my Steps in thy Vord. God muſt order 

every Step, or elſe we ſhall ſoon go aſtray. 

3. Look up to Divine Incouragement. As yon 
muſt take the Word for your Rule, and the Spi- 
tit for your Guide, ſo the Promiſes for your In- 
1 2 Cor. . 8 —_ 1 
Promiſes, dearly Beloved, let uw cleanſe our ſe lues 
from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Syirit, perfeling | 

„J. Holineſs in the Fear of God. 2 Pet. 1. 4. Whereby 

| «ec given unte us exceeding great and precious Pro- 
muſes, that hy theſe you may be Partakers of the Divine 
A ee. Nature, 


a ðͤ r  $>. Entre CE SES. 


, 
* 


eſcaped the Corruption "ny 


through Luſt. Worldly Wiſdom is ſeen 
other where. Rom. 8. 5. For they that are after 
the Fleſh, do mind the things of the Fleſh |, and they 
that are aftcr the Spirit, 1 things of the Spirit. 
Chriſtians ſhould fetch in a Supply that way; 
'Tis a ſign you are in God's way, when you eye 
God's incouragements. Some mind only to com- 
paſs their carnal Ends, and ſweeten all their En- 


deavaurs by ficſhly "Conliderations, they are in 
their own way. To be carnally minded is Death, 


To ſavour only fleſhly Incovragements, argueth a 
very naughty Heart. 

Uſe 2. Is Examination, to try whether ou be 
in the State of Naturc or no. Your own way is a 
ſinful way; and therefore what is the Generality 
of your Converſations © ? Is it not a turning to 


Four own way? But yowll fay, How ſhall I Know 


: that * ? 

1. By the Sutableneſs of it to Nature. A Life 
led in Pleaſures without Self-denial and Mortifica- 
tion, certainly is none of God's Way, *tisa Way 


of your own chuſing. 1 Tim. 5. 6. She that liveth | 


in Pleaſure, is dead while ſhe Boes. Tho ſhe liveth 
2 natural Life, ſhe dieth a ſpiritoal Death. 

is even juſt as Nature would have it. Obſerve 
what Compliance it hath with your carnal Deſires 
and Delights. 

„ The Eaſineſs of it to Nature, tis your 
own way; for you can walk in it by your own 
Strength. Tis often ſaid of ſuch as were in a na- 
tural State, He did that which was right in bis own 
' You have ſhaped ont to your ſelves ſuch an 
eaſy Courſe. But what Difficulty is it to be ſuch a 
Chriſtian ? Salomon faith, Lean not to thine Under: 
Fanding, Prov. 3. F- ERS "tk Led wit 
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| thine Heart. That is neceſſary to true Chriſtiani- 
ty- But now here Men' keep up thenifelvts we 
tho no Intercourſe be between them. 
3. The Serviceableneſs of it to Nature, and to 
natural Ends and Courſes. ' Every Man 2 77800 
s for himſelf to attain Honour, r prof 
Satisfaction to his Luſts, Our own Way wil 
e for onr o end "This many \ wr $ that 
Man may do be of eig Appointmegr, * e 
ee means 


but your own way {till, 1 
- | ro further your own purpoſes. The Gloty 4824 
is the great Chriſtian End, bar Men rely them: 
| felvesby other things. 
Uſe 3. K Exhortation to prefs hen in thely na- 
tural Condition to turn from Ar Sottifhngſs and 
PK Ways by Repegtauce, Now Wender 

age Tick tornin cal our own Wa 


A, Prophet Fertmy * to ft r. 26. 75 
. Es 


TP... 4 


the Voice of the Lord (our 64 
The: o 2 "be kpokku to. 
There are two things that make this abit 
"i Carnal rejudices. Do not believe bar you 
own Hearts. ſuggeſt ro you concerning you 
and Uncojmfortableneſs of God's Ways, for th 
prove the deſt and moſh comfortable to the Squl, 
other Pleaſures are but for à feaſon, Heb. AY 2 
r Reaſen calleth ſour es hen o x Jour 72 
way to know is to try nce, then you'will 
ſee how all was deluſive ; es na ices 
5 wil vaniſh theo. 
2. Deſpairing Studborndefs. Men hv : Yin 
ig an ill way, nd they are loth to = 
125 now they muſt try the worſt Jer. 


2 


nd if, there 53 A * ba we vi 
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2 36 4 Pritticat Ez poſition « *. 


\ 


OY I would nat tarry 9 en 
Lines and dark Shadows 2 of Man's Sin and Miſery, 
2 ate in the A therefore 4 now to 

comfortable part; viz. God's Remedy; And 


inded three thing: 


L pep 


bo Tre Nature or Manner of our Deliverance, 

Hah fewer Fug on him. 

3. TheParties jatereſ 
1, The Author, the Lard, you, may take it ef- 


BAR bo for the whole weng or perſonally for 
J 


God the Father, who in the ſtery of Redemp- 
tion da upon K enſa, the wronged 


he £ Offence -js committed, 
and 3 odg 


tendred. The Paint is, 
Dock. That 


Chrift. 
1 dall a little open this. Point to 790, and there- 
in you ſhall ſee, that v hate cer. CH 0 as Me- 
or, or whatever was done to 


defigned th 

tad; 1 He den ty 21-4 e 9a lh Rom. 8. 
8 in the Likeneſs n 

1 * God fent his Son to be the Saviour of 


the World. it noteth the Decree and Delignation 


of God the Father concerning the ſecond Perſon. 


Bas Whom the Father bath ſgnidtified, and 
into the World. i. ode: 


the Lord bath ag the inquire of l There 


ted, the Iniquities of us al. 


to whom the Satisfadtion i 
That God the Father laid es Iniuities on 1 


> —l-0g the Father, * his Conſe? and Ap: ; 
Perſon, aud therefore "is 


Ver.6. the53d Chapter of Ini. 247 
ſet afide for divine Uſes and tisfaid to 
be ſanctiſied. And fo tis faid, Jobn 6. 27. Fur 
hun bath God the Father ſeaied. The Father cannot 
but accept of the Obedience of Chriſt in the Name 
of thoſe for whom *tis offered, and who do lay 
| hold upon him by Faith, ſeeing Chriſt did not 
come of himſelf, but was ſent of the Father to 
pay our Ranſom for us. Moſes that interpoſed of 
his own accord, was denied ; Exod. 32. 32. If thow 
wilt not forgive their Sin, blot me out of thy Book - 
But God told him, The Soul that ſinneth, him will [- 

blot aut of my Book. But Chriſt interpoſed nat of 
i own Accord This ſending wEIng Was _— 
medy of God's a So in the place 
mentioned, 2 — the Father hath ſan- 
ified, and ſent into the World, that is, conſecrated 
kim from Eternity unto the Office of Mediator, 
and then fent him into the World to aſlume hu- 
mane Nature into the Unity of his own Perſon. 
Him | bath the Father ſealed ;, that is, the Father 
hath authorized him to be the Saviour and Re- 
deemer of loſt Sinners. He hath a Commiſſion 


| under the broad Seal of Heaven. Thus Kings 


give Commiſhons to their Miniſters af State, who. 


| are imployed in their Affairs; Eſt ber 8. 8. For the 


Writing which is written in the King's Name, and 
ft ſealed with the King's Ring, may no Man reverſe. 
| Chriſt coming in God's Name is fully authorized 
to do your Souls good. + 

2, He qualified him for his Office, and there» 
fore he is id to be anointed with the Spirit of the Lond 
ta the Poor, and to heal the broken 


to the G 
hen, Lakes 


1 And John 3. 34. For be whom 
ſent, ſpeaketh the Hords of God, for Gad 
| giveth not the Spirit by meaſure unto him. As Me- 
| Ciator he is endowed with the Spirit for the diſ- 


R 4 charge 
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charge of his Office, that he might be a full Store 
heuſe of all Grace for his. People: 1 Cor. 1. 30 
Vl of God is made unto us Wiſdom, and Rig bteonſ- 

neſs, and. Fanctiſication, and Rrdrnnption. Surely 
we may uſe him for what he was made ot God. 

3. Whatever was done to Chriſt as Mediator, 4 
was from God the Father; either firſt mediately. 


by Men, God ordered their Cruelty with refe. 


rence to his own Defigns : Acts 4. 28. For to do 
whatſoever thy Hand and thy Counſel determined befure 
to be done. God hath ſo laid the State of our Re- 
that whatever was done to Chrilt, 1. 
ordereth the whole Bulineſs from firit to laſt. 
_ Secondly, immediately by God: Ifa. 53. I It 
picaſed the Lord to bruiſe him. be bath put bim to Grief. 
_ Zach. 13. 75. Awake, © Sword, agamſs my She pberd, 
and againſt the Aan that is my Fellow. Our Sin 
and Puniſhment was not taken up by Chrift wich- 
out the Father's Privity and Conſent ; 'twas not 


Father, that he laid our [niquities upon him. 
4. Whatever was done by Chriſt, you ſhall 


ing to the Appointment of the Father, the whole 
Work being but a Teſtimony of his Obedience: 
Heb. 10. . Lol come to do thy Will O God. In the 
whole Tranſaction Chriſt would be ordered by the 
Will of his Father, the Son is become a Servant in 
this Buſineſs ; therefore "tis ſaid; Phil. 2, 7. He 


took upon bins the Form of a Servant. So in thaj 


| ce, Heb. 10. 5. 4 Body haſt thou prepared me. 
Tis in Pſal. 40. 6. Mine Ear: 11 then opened, or 
bored, that is, made me a wife and beiden Ser- 
vant in the Work of Redemption. They were 
, wont under the Law to bore the Ears of their Ser- 
 Fants, Exod. 21. 6. So that be was * 


. * 


* |; 


by our Deſire and Will, but by the Counſel of the | 


find inthe-Sctipture ; Chriſt always going accord- 
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for ever. And thus you have Chriſt always pro- 
feſſing his Obedience to the Father. As if it were 
— own buſineſs that he was ſet about, and be 
could not do as he would in it, but he guſt be 
added and guided by another. John 16. 37. If 1 
dun the — Father, believe me dt. John 
10. 18. rr and I haue 
Pawey to take it again; this Commandment haue I re- 
ceived of my Father. All which is a Teſtimony 
that the Father was ſatisfied by bis Sufferings, and 
is 2 ground of ſtrong. Conlolatzom to Believers. 
The way was agrerd upon between God and 
Chriſt tag before the Accompliſhment. It was 
not out of Impotence, as it forced to give place 
to the Devil, and the Violence ot wicked Mien, 
but Obedience to Gods deſ ned al. 
Nov in two things Chriſt ſne wet h this. JS 
1. As if he. acted altogether by the. Father's 
Power ; John F. 19. The Son can do natbing of im 
ſelf. So ver. 30. J can of mine own fel dh nowing - 


| thatis, the Father and be were diſlinct perſons in 


themſelves, hut nat ſeparate. in Nusere, Powers 
and Operation. The Son acts by the; Father, and 
the Father in the Son. The Son doth nothing ot 
dimſelf that is ſeparate from the Father. G5 un- | 
derſtand it of the Manhood of Chriſt, that is 
guided by God the Father in its Operations, - n 
doth; not act at pleaſure. Chriſt would will or 
ad nothing ſeparate from the Will and Power. of 
the Godhead. This is ſpoken to remove ſuch a 
grafs Speculation, as if the Union between God 
and: Chriſt were no other than that between a. 
tural Father and Son. 

4. As if he acted hy the e = 
for he would do nothing, neither lay down bis 
Life, nor take it vp, unleſs God the Father ſaid 


tro A Pra Expoſition bse ; 
Amon to it: As where Chriſt ſpeabeth of ſome 


power he had in himſelf, yet it was a Power li- 
mired by the Father; Jobe 10. 18. No Mantaketh 


"from me, but I lay it down of my ſelf e I haue Power 


10 lay it down, and I bave Power to take it again. This 


Commandment have I r:cerved from my Father. Chriſt- 


would lay down his Life for his People, and take 
it up again, and all becavſe of the Father's Com- 


mandment. ' The Words are f. 


any external Power or Violence that could be of- 
fered to Chriſt; none could impoſe upon him, 
but at the Father's Commandment he would lay ir 
down, and rake it vp again. Chriſt would leave 
a Teſtimony of his Love and Obedience; Jobs 14. 
31. — — thas I love the Fa. 
ther, as the Father gave me Commandment, _ 
I do. No outward Force can impoſe upon pon him, 


but the Lord can impoſe. Jones laid en lin the 


of us all. © by 
"The Reaſons of the Point. 


1. Becauſe none elſe had any Power to lay it on 


Chriſt but God alone; that God could, it is clear 
by 'virtue of that Intereſt he had in him. A lo- 
ving Son can deny the Father nothing. Now it 
being the Ordination and the Will of God, Chriſt 
would not gainſay it; and as long as the Father's 
Commandment laſted, he would obey : and there- 
fore when the Burden of our Sins lay ſore upon 
him, to whom doth he addreſs himſelf, but to the 
Father ? He laid it on, and he alone could take it 
off. Mat. 26. 39. He fell on bis Face and prayed, O 
ny Father, if it be poſſible, let this C , 
nevertbeleſs not as I will, but — Tho it 
were a deadly Cup, yet Chriſt would not have it 
any way to from him, unleſs it were the Fa- 


to tated he had ſuch an Intereſt in him, * 


poken to exclude 


- 
8 e — _— ———_ — All. 


-» commit 


Ver. 6. the 53d Chapter laub. 1 2 


he would ſtoop to that, no other could hare gal 
ed Chriſt to ſuch a Service but the Father 


or 


. Becauſe if God ſhould not Jay Jniquity .uppn. 
Chriſt, it would be to no purpofe; for to him it 
helong telongeth, bee: * agajaſt hun was the. Offence 


51. 4. See what De alch 
there with Ey 4 Neri lol of Tears, 4 gain Thy 


thee only — 1 d, and done this Evil in t 
ed againſt Bathſheba, and R- 


ſight. He had 
Jinſt Uriah, yet againſs thee only bave I fanned. 
Siu was not known to many, for the Plat was 
cloſely carried; 2 Sam. 12. 12. Thou didſt it ſe- 
cretly, as the Prophet Nathan told him. But how 
ſhould he do to get it expiated by him 8 inſt 
the Offence was chiefly committed, 
it well enough ? Pfal 41. 4 Lad be 
6520 ite beal my Soul, for I have ſinned ag 22 
Againſt whomſoever elſe the Olfen e be 
chiefeſt Aggravation is, that As aint Go 
therefore he muſt have all the or Feria 7508 = 
Iniquity y muſt be forgiven. Iſa. 43. 25. 225 
an be that blotteth ous thy eee ws 5 
ſake, and will not remember thy Hut. God 
' have you to look to him, as 4 that only km 
| 21 the Guilt” df his Peoples Sip; I. even 7 
| Uſe, Is to inform us what abundant Mater 
2 here is for your Faith to work upon. Jebovab laid 
the Iniquities of us all on him. God whom you 
moſt fear, God the Father, he is firſt in the De- 
ſign, and be lay eth the Command upon the Bow-. 
els of Chriſt. "Do but lay it abroad in ſome par- 
ticular Conſiderations, before you paſs over this 
Circumſtance ; The Lord. Gy n 
"mph of Faith cometh from it. 2 8 


be 


„ The 


7 
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1. The Lord, to whom belongeth Forzivrenei 
n it upon Chill 


"tis not their Right, tis not what they ſay, but 
what the Father ith. you muſt look to that. 1 


ſee when Chriſt pray eth for Pardon, he'addreſſeth 


himſelf to his e as if it were not in his own 
Power; Luke 23. 34. Faiber, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. The Son prayeth, 
there is Hope: Father forgiue them. If it paſſeth 
with God the Father, the Matter is ended. 80 
r Jobs 2. 1. Chriſt is ſaid to be an Advocate with 
| the Father. And fo you ſhall ſee frequent Pla 
A as Joby 14. 16. I will pray the Father, and be 
grove you anather Comforter, Forgiveneſs and Mer. 
, and Comfort, they all proceed from the Fa- 
er. *Tis true, we read Mat. 9. 6. That the Son 
off Man bath Power on Earth to forg ive Sins ; hut Nis 
Commiſſion from the Father, and as having 
ie Mind of the Father in it: as tis aid, Jobs 5. 
Fr the Father judgeth no Man, but hath com- 
_ all Judg ment to the San. So the immediate 
of all Cenſures is given to the Son by 

e Father, whoſe Will paſſ 0 


ed as a Superiour wronged: And what an 
ouragement is it to a poor Soul in the matter 

its Faith, to underſtand that God has laid its Ini 

N on Chriſt? O then as you would magnify 
e 


Largeneß of the Father”s Mercy. Look upon 


Chriſt as able to ſave you, and look u pon God as 


willing to give Chriſt to you: Chriſt hath fully ſa⸗ 

tified? for laiquities ; the Lord hath laid on kim 

the Iniquities of us all. Tel]. me then where 

_ ould the Soul ſtick ? Una i 

ys doubt whether Chriſt be fot Them or ud. = 
Par on 


4 @& „ 


* 1 d_—— ͤ cc 4 


for a Law Got | N 
"Father in all the wx of Salvation is to be 


Safficienc ney of the Son's Merit, ſo magnify the 
0 


it ſticketh here, 


6. tte 5 34 Chapter of Taiah. 253 
on is but it firſt paſſeth the Father ; 
? becauſe the Father is firſt in the 
Su ke the Son. If Men would reaſon thus out 
the Scriptures, how might they. ſhame their 
rts in the ſenſe of their Unbelief? O wait 
for the Spirit to fix this Truth upon you. 
Tho a Man ſhould frame never ſo many Deducti- 
ons. without the Spirit, it would not do: there. 
fore 1 ceaſe to wonder why Men do not believe, 


mo object nothing again® the free Grace 


2. The God whom you have wronged. Sin is 
againſt all the Perſons of the Trinity, but tis 
chiefly againſt the Father ; you may deſpiſe the 
85 and grieve the Spirit, but the chiefeſt Injury 

ainſt the Father, becauſe he is the Fountain 
x ; nay all that is done to the other Perſons 
redounds to the Father's Diſhonour. Thus our 
Saviour often reaſoneth with the Jews, He that 
deſpiſeth me, drſyiſeti him that ſent me. "And the 
injury to the Spirit, tis called a vexing of his Spi- 
rit: Iſa. 63. 10. They rebelled and vexed bis hoiy Spi- 
rit. Theretore the Prophet inquireth, Iſa. 7. 13. 
I it a ſmall thing for you to weary Men, but w 
weary my God alſo? O what a grievous thing is 
this, to do all this deſpite to God, that you have 
| vexed and wearied God by your ſtubbora reſiſting 
of the Motions of his Spirit? Why yet this God 
[ E Chriſt upon this task, the Lord hath laid on 
3 our Iniquities: He whom you have moſt cauſe 
2 » IS your greateſt Friend. A Soul that is 
Tealble of Sin, is ſenſible of the Wrong he hath 
doneto God: Why tho you bave wronged him, 
he is Chief in the Deſign of Mercy. You have 
ar the Son on your fide, but you have the 
Jebovab laid our Iniquities upon him. 


You 
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von ſhall ſee the A poſtle maketh it a great Ad- 
vantage to Mercy, that we have the Sor and Fal 
ther too, 2 H Job g. Ht that abiderh in the Do- 
&rme of Chriſt, be bath both the Father and the Sax. 
He hath one that is willing, and one that is able 
to fave him, and therefore the wronged Party js 
of his fide; and reconciled to him. G Chriſtians, 
triumph now in this great deſign of Salvation, if 
believe you have an Intereſt in the Father's 
Affection, as well as the Son's Merit. Nay to in- 
vite you b e, conſider what a Remedy here 
is againſt all your Doubts ; twas the Lord that 
pot Chriſt upon all that he did for you. | uſe the 
more Words, that I cake ab wall was weigh theſe 
things. Why ſhould you ſtick at your Sins ? The 
firſt Motion: to pardon cometh from him that 
ſhould avenge them: You have ſinned againſt Je- 
bovah, and Jebovab hath laid on him the Iniquities 
of us alt. 

3. The Lord, whoſe Will and Word is alone to 
de looked to. Tis no matter what Satan ſaith, or 
what your Hearts ſay, for it goeth altogether by 
wiat God faith, = hath laid oùr Sins upon 
Chriſt. See how the Apoltle rejoiceth, that God's 
Hand was in the acquitting of poor Sinners; 
Rom. 8. 33, 34. hö any thing to the Charge 
of God's Eleft ? It is God that juſtifieth who is be 


| that condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather 


that is riſen. What a bold Challenge is there! 


Satan may ſay, I can, and our Conſciences may 
condemn us too: The Devil is an Accuſer of the 


Erethren to God as well as Men, and a poor Soul | 
can go and indite it ſelf at the Throne of 75 | 


and bring in many a fad againſt it 
and find its own 3 to be liable to Death a 


Damnation: I have ſinned, and the Wages of Sins 


Ver. 6. abe 5d Cher leib. 235 
Death. Ay, but who, will you believe, God, or 
Satan and your own Hearts? The Lord hath laid 
your Sins upon Chriſt, and you will believe Satan, 
and lay them upon your ſelves. God would have 
Chriſt not only to ſuffer the Death, but to bear the 
Sins ; that as he did take away the Condemnation, 
ſo he might take away the Accuſation too; for 
mark, the Apoſtle ſaith, be ſball charge? and 


| then, Who /ball condemm ? Satan hath nothing to 


do to bring in the fad Charge, or to collect the 
doleful Inferences. Brethren, keep your Ground 
fill ; Tis God that juſtifieth, the whole Buſineſs 
of your Acquitment is carried on by the Lord. 
Satan telleth you, you have been a Swearer, a 
Drunkard ; tis a ſad thing that you have been ſd, 
bot has God given you a fight of this? here is 
your Comfort, God hath ordered all this to be 
laid upon the back of Chriſt. Ay, Bur Satan ſaith, 
the Soul that ſinneth ſhall die. But keep your 
Faith on what God has done; he hath lefs reaſon 
to condemn than he hath to accuſe; It is Chriſt 
that died, yea ratber that is riſen again. Thus you 
ſee what Comfort there is in God's Acquitment : 
Tis the Lord hath laid: Now no body is to be be- 
lived before him. ?Tis the great Policy of Sa- 
tan to make you put this high Affront upon God, 
that you ſhould believe him before the Lord ; thus 
he did by our firſt Parents in another caſe, Gen. 
3- 4. Te not ſurely die. Here he telleth a poor 
diſtreſſed Soul, Ye ſhall ſurely die. The Devil 
acts his part on every hand; but do not you be- 
lieve him, for tis God that juſtifieth : Satan ſaith 
& ſhall be laid on thy ſelf, the Lord faith on 
iſt : Do not believe the Father of Lies before 


A — 


$56 


4. The Lord hath laid, even God that hoth' 


Intereſt in Chriſt, that he can deny him 


great an 
Look as God deniieth Chriſt nothing 


nothing. 


tht he askerh. him, ſo Chriſt denieth God no. 


thing that he commandeth him. Thus you ſhall 
ſee when God commandeth. Chriſt to die for 


2 a thy Law is within my He It was a plat 
timation to Chriſt to be to ſuch a Ser. 


. There is a Law upon the Bowels of Chriſt, 
is called to bear your Sins, he will be accounted 
the Sinner, and you ſhall go free. Therefore ſee 


' what rich Matter there is for your Faith to work 


upon, and beg the Spirit to fix it upon you. 


Uſe 2. Is Exhortation, to glorify God for his | 


Goodneſs : Here are two things I would exhort 

you to. 

" r God for his Mercy and. Good- 
neſs. An 

""* Taglorify him alone. 

r. Glorify Gd. Tho Chriſt effected your De- 
liverance, pet he was ſent by the Father, the 

Lord layed our Iniquities upon him: We have Ex- 

perience not only of Chriſt's Love, but of God's; 

every Perſon of the Trinity hath a hand in ir, and 

every Perſon muſt have his diſtinct Glory. ] will 


not ſpeak now of what the Son did, or what the 


Spirit doth; but of the Love of the Father, he 
ſhewed a great deal of Love. 
..( .) In deputing Chriſt to this Office, and lay- 


the World may know that thou baſt ft fe 
haſt loved them as thou baſt loved me. be 


Expreſſion of the Love of to lay yo 
K. own Son, to l 


Souls, fal. 40. 8. eh [ to do thy Will, © Tod ; 


ng his Command upon Chriſt for it. Jobn 17.2 23. 
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Tis an Expreſſion of a. | 


Therefore doth my Father love me, becauſe I laid down 


| Kindneſs to us. The like Ex 


| abide in bis Love: that is, his Commandments a- 


o 


T Ver.6. the 53d Chapter of Ib. 257 
that God bare to Chriſt; it was the ſame kind of 


Love, tho not the ſame degree; God's Compla- 
cency in Chrift being infinite and incomprehenſi- 
ble, above all the Creatures in the World. | 
(2.) In firting Chriſt to bear the Sins that were 
laid upon him. God anointed him with a com- 
paſſionate Spirit, fo that the Spirit of the Godhead 
was always with him in the greateſt Agonies, and 
alſo in giving him Readineſs and Strength: As 
10. 38. tis ſaid, God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power. *Tis uſual in 
Scripture to expreſs the powerful Graces of God's 
Spirit by Anointing | Ange 

(3.) In loving him for it, for taking our Sins 
upon him according to his Will: John 10. 17. 


my Life, that I may take it up again, Tho God's 
Love to Chriſt were eternal, yet you ſee how he 
expreſſeth ir, as if he were loved the more for his 


preſſion you have, | 
John 15. 10. If ye keep my Commandments, ye Hall 
abide in my Love, even as | kept my Father's, and 


bout the Office of his Mediatorſnip- This is a 
Indearment to God's Affection. 80 
(4.) God rewarded him for it : Heb. 2. g. But 


we ſee Jeſus, who was made a little lower than the An- 


El,, for the ſuffering of Death crowned with Glory and 


Honour. So Phil. 2. 9. Wherefore God alſo bath bigb- 


| hy exalted bim, and given him a Name above every 


Name. God reſtored him to his Glory with a 
great deal of Renown in the Eyes of Men. 80 


Chriſt prayeth, John 17. 5. Aud now, O Father, glo- 


rify thou me with thine own ſelf, with the Glory which I 


bad with ther before the IVorld was, 


8 2. Glo- 


cCould lay 


ſhare with him in your Thoughts, 
dis for your ſakes. God can have no 


Chriſt, but nothing — Aus it b 
_ own Goodneſs. Now Men uſually fancy 
without God to be the ground of his Love; 
_ exprelly faith, Ia. 43. 25. I, even I, am be 


ould la pon Chriſt. Iſa. 2.11. The Lod 
be exalted in that day that is, ſo ſeparate. 
ly, and ſa ingly, that you may ſee it was his own 


mere Will that put him upon ſuch a deſign of Mer- 


cy. Dr. Criſp diſputeth at large that nothing elſe 
t upon Chriſt, and fo excludeth Faith 
and all boly Means, out of a miſtake that we think 
Faith layeth it on n Chriſt, whereas Faith only ap- 
prehendeth it to be laid on Chriſt. But this we 
may ſafely ſay, Nothing did put God upon it that 
could be found in us, no good Diſpoſition, Faith 


or Works foreſeen; *tis merely his own Sove- | 


reignty and Goodneks. And therefore, Roms. 3. 


24. we are ſaid to be juſtified freely by bis Grace, | 


through the Redemption that is in Chriſt Jefus. 
But a little more 232 let me ſhew you 


how you do not ex 


1. If you have ſuch a ſecret Thought in you, 


that it is becauſe you are leſs Sinners than others, 
therefore you are pardoned, and your Sins are 


laid upon Chriſt. 

2. If becauſe you are greater Sinners than o- 
thers, you therefore conclude you ſhall not be par- 
— vou do not give God the Glory of his Pre- 
rogative, 


| pans for wane 40 96s | | 
fore exalt God, in that, as you ſee, nothing elſe 1 


God alone and ſeparately 
for laying it upon Chriſt : *Tis incluſive two ways. 


© 
p 
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* nen all 1 ne, 1 a a WY. FE TY 


1 


nd 


nac and Ariſtides ;, nay, Fabricius and Socrates, 
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3 Tit. 3. 4, 5. But after that the Love and Kindneſs of 
Gad our Saviow toward Man appeared, not by Works 
| of Righteouſueſs which we have done, but according to 
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vers. the 53d Chapter of Thaiah. 259 
| rogative, that he alone ſhould lay your Sins upon 
| Chriſt, bot you look for ſomewhat in the Crea- 


ture. 
1. When you think God laid your Sins on 


Chriſt, becauſe you are not fo vile as others; take 
heed, ſay not in your Hearts, tis for your Righ- 


' xeonſneſs. God acts according to his own plea- 
+ fare; he many times leaveth thoſe that to out- 
1} warda 


ppearance are moſt righteous. You have 
heard of the Heathens, and yet they were paſt by, 


tho they did excel in ovtward Honeſty of Life, 
yet God did not regard them in his Choice. 
Whereas Paul, who was a Perſecutor, a Blaſphe- 
mer, and injurious, his Sins were laid upon the 
back of Chriſt, as were thoſe of Mary Magdalen, 
and the Thief upon the Croſs, whoſe whole Life 
was waſted in Wickedneſs. And Chriſt telleth the 
Phariſees, that Publicans and Havrlots ſhould enter in- 

to the Kingdom of Heaven before them. It doth not 
go by your Works. The Apoſtle Paul doth ſtrive 
to remove this Conceit out of our Hearts : 


bis Mercy he ſaved us. All that we could bring to 
God was Diſobedience, and Lufts, and Malice, 
and Envy. So 2 Tim. 1. 9. He called us with an bo- 
ly Calling, not according to our Works, but according 
to bis own Purpoſe and Grace, which was given us in 


| Chriſt before the World began. God doth not look 


without himfelf, but only to his own Purpoſe and 
Grace. *Tis good to improve natural Light, and 
to live to the utmoſt of ir, but tis a vain thing to 


think that by any Action of ours we ſhould hope 
do move God to lay our Sins upon Chriſt. Luther 


S 2 hath 
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hath a pretty to this 
Text: © Take heed, faith he, bringing 
“ Servants or the Ab co God's dera 
4 may accompayy you thither ; Arabam 
* Lad muſt go yonder, and worſhip; 
© yants and the Afs muſt tarry at the 
* Hill: Only go you with Faith to d 
« Mercy of God, 
* Works to the G 


Purpoſe = 
thers. This is the firſt way. 


2. When you think God will not lay your Sins | 


upon Chriſt, becauſe you are ſo great Si and 


have committed ſo much Wickedneſs. We are 


all apt to ſay as Peter, Luke 5. 8. Lord, depart from 
2 for I am a ſinful Man. Do not you make God 


his L ove in giving Chriſt to you, is from his own 
Bowels; and if there be any difference in this 


kind, is in this, tha the greater Sins comply | 
therefore tis 


with God's Ends and Deſigns: And 
ſometimes an Argument uſed to God, that tho 
they can bring him noother thing, they can bring 
him 2 7 fr i 1 Par- 


followeth ? 2 Man would think terrible thunder- 
ing Words: No, tis a fweet and Evangelical _ 
miſe; 


ke 66 tag yen te on Chriſt more than © 


to eye ſomething without himſelf now to incline 
dim to this? Alas, tis all one to God whether you | 
are great or little Sinners; the Spring and Riſe of | 


ver. s. te 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 


1 r 


wo . e tins „ Laden di i... ̃ ! et du 


f Tis hard and fad with a Man to be delivered over 


am curſe 
more for Aar, ſake. us pan 


from bis Touth. DT" 57. 17, 18. 
For the Iniquity of bis Covetouſneſs I was wroth, and 
frowardly in the + Heart. 
ways, and will beat him: I will lead bim alſo, and re- 
— | [ — 
purpoſe, 


. 


j 


* 


Alenge now to the next part, 
Way of our Deliverance, 
bins the Inijuities of us al, Our Sin and Puniſhment 


transferred to Chriſt. The Point is, 


Smert, is 
tie dark of bis ape Som. The Lord batb laid on bim 


way that God taketh to acquit pooy 
to lay the Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin on 


the Iniquities of us all. What the Phraſe import- 
eth, I did in part diſcover, in giving you the dif- 
ferent Readings of it in ſeveral Tranſlations. 


1 Four eſpecially you n | 


2 That of the 729) Swxrv curly 
TRIS H⁰ r ds, —— ever tocur Skis, 


S 3 3 


The Lind bath laid open F 
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to be torn by wild Beaſts, to be delivered to Perſe. 


cutors, to be burned in the Flames, to be ſtretch- | 
ed on a Rack, to be broken on a W heel, and other | 
Tortures: But tis far more hard and evil to be 


delivered over to Sins eſpecially. For Chriſt, who 
was inflamed with a delire to pleaſe God, there 
is nothing more abhorrent from his Nature than 
che Filthineſs of Sin: And therefore tho you ſhould 


ſuppoſe him to be delivered over to the moſt ex- 
quifite Puniſhments that the World or the Wit 


and Malice of Man can invent, yet 'tis nothing in 


reſpect of his being given over to Sins. So the | 


Spittings, Scourgings, Buffetting, his Croſs, and 
all were but as a Flea-biting in reſpect of his being 


given over to our Sins. Gad delivered him to Pi- 


late : The Jews could have done nothing if Power | 


had not been given them from above ; but to be 
delivered over to the Power of our Sins, what an 
heavy thing was this for Chriſt ? And therefore 


the Expreſſion doth in part reach what is meant | 


here by God's laying it upon Chriſt. 


2 That of-Tus and ethers, Fenit or. 3s ane 


incurrerant peccata noſtra - Our Sins did ruſh upon 
Chriſt, they would fain deſtroy him, ds an Enemy 
puſneth ſore to deſtroy their Enemy. We read of 
a Company that came out -to take Chriſt with 


Swords and Staves, and a Souldier that fiercely 
run him thropgh: Ay but Brethren, there is ano- 


ther Company that came ruſhing, and would fain 
deſtroy him, and that was yours and my Sins; 


we came forth with Swords and Lances, and as it 


were run him through. 


3. Another Verſion has it, Traduxit in eum, or 


2s with vs, he laid it on him. Do but conſider 
what tis to have Sin laid upon any; tis to be 


hound over to Death and Deſtrſtion 3 ix to pp 


Gwe wm = ame ye co co vo oz © My mn &@ OH 


0 


* * 
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I Kings 13. 34. Aud this thing 


ral Readings what may be 


5 = that is intended here 


> j RR WW RR 9 


| itupon Chriſt. 


| fp 


_ 


2 Man that will be his certain Ruin: 
_— became Sin tv the 
off, and to 


Houſe of Jeroboam, even to cut it 


* it from off the Face of the Earth. When Sin is laid 


upon a Man, it will undo him. 

4. Others take our Marginal Reading, Occur- 
rere fecit in eum - He made our Sins to meet in 
him, that raiſeth it a little higher, Tho one Sin 
be enough to ruin a Man, yet all the Sins in the 
World were as it were concentred in Chriſt to 


| overwhelm his Soul, and to fill it with a great 


deal of Terror: and indeed he ſtood in much dan- 
ger of a great Condemnation, unleſs he could ſa- 
tisfy God's Wrath, Thus you ſee from the ſere- 
out of this 
And I the rather note it, becauſe the 
Spirit of God uſeth a Word here that hath ſo ma- 
ny Significations. Out of all you may gather a 


= Delivery of Chriſt over to that which was moſt 


contrary to him, which ſeized 
ſettled there, and 


upon his Soul, and 
brought him to the Death 


the Croſs, and would not leave him till he had 


fully expiated and fatisfied for it, even our Sins. 
But I come more particularly to ſet out the 
by the Holy Ghoſt in 
Expreſſion, But be bath laid on bim the Iniqui- 
ties of us all. 2 
There are two things in it,, one implied, which 
is a taking off Sin from the Creature; and the 
other more formally expreſſed, which is a putting 


1. Therefore I ſhall ſhew you how far tis ta- 
ken. off from the Creature. But for the under- 
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2. The Guilt or Obligation to Puniſhment. 

3. The Blot or ſinful Inclination or vitious Dif. 
Polition to Sin. 

1, I begin with the firſt ; for the Offence, 'tis 
as if it were never committed. The Creature 


when juſtified and ſanctified, is as free as if it had 


never ſinned, which is intimated in divers Ex- 
preſſions of Scripture ; I will give you a few places. 
Jer. 30. 20. In thoſe days, and in that time, ſaith the 
Lord, the Iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be ſought for, and 


Fall not 3 and the Sins of Judah, and here | 


ſhall be none, for I will pardon them whom I reſerve. 
2. 44: 32- I bave blotted out as a thick Cloud thy 
Tranſgreſſions, aud as a Cloud thy Sins. They are 
exhaled and dried up by the Beams of Mercy. 
And Jer. 31. 34. I vill remember your Sins no more. 
ITis quite gone from the Creature. Numb. 23.21. 
He bath, not bebeld Iniquity in Jacob, neither bath be 
ſeen Perverſeneſs in Iſrael. Pſal. 51. 9. David pray- 
eth, Fide thy Face from my Sins, and bios ent all mane 
 Iniquuries. Ged dath, © cover the Sin, as if i 


there were no Sin. As an holy and juſt God, he 
cannot behold it with Approbation; and there- 


it from his Eyes. Whereas on the contrary, when 
God — Sin, he is ſaid to ſet Iniquity be- 
fore him: Pſal. go. 8. Thou baſt ſet our 


nauce.. Pal. 109. 15. Let 3 be fore — Lord 
continually. God in love will not take notice of 
the Offence. 


2. He taketh off all Guilt and Obligation to 


to them tbat are in Chriſt. Nothing is done in a vin- 


— ENS 23 | 


Z «a wud om Ywwwd 


were not at all, his Carriage to the Soul is as if | 


fore as a merciful God, he doth as it were cover 


Iniquities 
| before thee, our ſecret Sins in the Light of thy Counte- 


Puniſhment. Rom. 38. 1. There is no Condenmation £ 


| the Guilt that 


| made Sin for us. And in this Chapter he is ſaid to 


© fad, The Pains of Hell gat bold of bim : inſomuch 


7 "© 
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in a corrective and chaſtiſing way: all. God's Dif- 
are as Branches of the Covenant. 
3. For the Blot or ſinful Inclination, that is 
more and more taken away by virtue of Chriſt's 
taking our Sins upon him. 1 Pet. 2. 24. Who bis 
own ſelf bare our Sins in bis own Body on the Ti ee, that 
we being dead unto Sin, ſhould ii ve unto Righteouſneſs, 
| Hy whoſe Stripes we are bealed. He took away vithy 
obus Inclinations, as well as the penal Obligations. 
| 2dly. Tis tranſacted on Chrift, or laid upon 
him. We cannot fafely ſay the Fault, for that is 
groweth out of the Sin inherent; 
but the Guilt was laid upon him, fuch as groweth 
| ont of Sin imputed : therefore he is ſaid to bear the 

Sins of many, Iſa. 53. 12. and to bear our Sorrows 


and Griefs, Ver. 4. 
upon Chriſt, as obliged 


1. So much Sin was laid 
him to make Satisfaction for it to his Father's Ju- 
ſtice: for having once ſubmitted to the taking of 
it, be could not recede, there was a neceſlity that 
he ſhould clear himſelt with his Father: And there- 
fore tis ſaid, Luke 24. 26 Ougbt not Chriſt to baus 
ſuffered, po rode ay Wc. Fea 

2. There was ſo much Sin as put Chriſt in our 
ſtead. Therefore, 2 Cor. 5. 21. tis ſaid, He was 


| be numbred among Tranſpreſſors, na the Chief of | 
Tranſgreſſors. * F 


3. So much Sin as made him liable tothe infi- 
nite Wrath of God; therefore tis ſaid, Gat. 3. 13. 
He was made a Curſe for s. And in the Pſalms tis 


that he needed 


tion as well as we. Iſa. 50. 
8. He is near that juſtifieth me, 1 
me? *Tis ſpoken. Chriſt ; this is 2 


Chapter of Chriſt. r 
clear him. 4 0 
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4. So much Sin as would have funk him into e- 
_— had he not * oy to eſcape out 
_ of it; 2. Having looſed the Pams of _—_ 
becauſe it oe petit the he ſhould be bolden of 
And dns you ſhall find Faith's chiefelt& — 
port cometh Hom Chriſt's Reſurrection: Rom. 8. 
34. It is Chriſt that —1 oy rather that is riſen a. 
2. Mark that jwaMev 9, Faith looketh to that 
he wondertulleſt thing, that having ſuch a 
weight of Sin upon him, he ſhould be able to riſe 
up again: This was a great Wonder. 
Bur I come to the Reaſons of the Point. 
1. Therefore did God lay it upon Chriſt, be- 
cauſe he was the fitreſt Perſon to bear it. He was 
moſt able; it beſt befitred the Divine Juſtice to 


chuſe ſuch a Perſon as might not miſcarry in the | 


Work and Tranſaction, elſe we could have had no 
Aſſurance that Satisfaction was given. Pſal. 98. 19. 
I bave laid Help upon one that is mighty. is ſpo- 
ken of but chiefly means Chriſt in it. The 
Help is laid on one that is moſt able to go through 
with it, and Chriſt was moſt willing to come to 


baptized with, and bow am I ſtrained till it be accom- 
liſhed ! Chriſt had not room enough, his Heart 


being inlarged with Love, till he had given Teſti- 


mony of it to the World. Luke 22. 15. With de- 
fare baue I deſired to eat this Paſſover. Chriſt knew 
the Date of his Days was then at an end. 

- 2. This did ſute beſt with God's Deſign, which 
was to magnify Juſtice and Mercy at the ſame 
time. The Mercy-Seat did but cover the Tables 
of the Law in the Ark. The Law was fatisfied 


— byChrift, and yet God is merciful to us. David 


. P .1. 1 will ſing of Mercy and Judgment. 
Witten on rang orgs 


Uſe 1. 


the utmoſt. Luke 12. 50. I baue 4 Baptiſm to be 


| over mine Head as an beavy Burden, 
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Uſe 1. To preſs us to bleſs the Lord for this 


oonderal Deliverance by Chr 
. That Sin is taken off from our Shoulders, 
Es laid upon Chriſt. How miſerable would it 
have been if every Man had born his own Burden ! 
Gal. 5. 6. How light ſoever Mens Sins ſeem when 
they are committed, yet they will not be found 
light when they come to reckon with God ; for 


then Sin to an awakened Conſcience is one of the 
heavieſt Burdens that ever was felt. Now Chriſt 
hath taken off this 2 If God had 
laid Sins upon us, as Chriſt, 
they would have ſunk us to Hell. The little Fin- 
ger of Sin is heavier than the Loins of any other 
Sorrow, If God give — — 
ſpark of it light into your 
groan ſadly: Pſal. 38. 4. Mine Iniquities — 
ag pp 
u for me. 5 24 is Cup, 
— preſently, My Heart faileth. — 
Cr.) By what Chriſt felt, he loſt his actual 


Comforts, felt ſtrange Agonies, inſomuch that 
he ſweat Drops of Blood. We are of weak 


Spirits, and foon diſmayed, but his Soul was ex- 
ceeding ſorrowful. If this be done in the green Tree, 
| what ſhall be done to the dry? Many times a little 
before a Shower, falls a Gloomineſs and ſad Black- 
nefs ; fo *twas in Chriſt's Spirit. 

60 The Saints, when the little Finger of God 
is upon them, how have they roared all the day 

! Pal. 40. 12. Aline _—_— — 


os +4 » 


| &zve you Reſt. The Weight Lieth upon 


within me, the Poiſon thereof drinks up my Spirits, 
(3-) You may know it 


ence. When Conſcience is a little opened, what 
Horrors and A are there ! Prov. 18. 14. 
A wounded can bear? Then for thouſands 
of Rams, oy ten thouſand Rivers of Oil Cain 
crieth out, My hiquity is than I can bear. 


6) Conlider the Life to come, and the Threat. 


nings of the Word concerning thoſe that die in 
their Sins. Heb. 10. 31. Ti a fearful thing to fall 
into the bands of the living God. Who can conceive 
what it is to remain in Chains of Darkneſs? 2 Pet. 


2. 4. Sins that now lie aſleep like neepy Lions, 


will de then rouzed up. Mark 9. 44. Their Worm 
ar uer dieth, and their Fire is not 


and their own Tranſgreſſions. 
2. When you begin t to feel the Burden of Sin, 
make uſe of Chritt Eaſe, remember this Bur- 
den is laid upon him. Mat. 11. 28. Come unto me 
all you that labour, and are beavy laden, 


us, not to 
Prefs us down to Hell and Deſpair, but to go to 
Chriſt, as they were to dess 
Sacrifice : Lev. 1. 4. They were to lay their Hand 
upon the Head of the Sacrifice; a Rite expreſſing 


——— Zach. 12. 10, 


: | 


b, chap. 6. 4. NN 
by your own Experi- 


This is | 
the Portion of them that bear their own Burden, E 


and I wil 


This 
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This was done to renew the Covenant: Pſal. 50.5. 
Gather my Saints togerber unto me, thoſe that have 
| made a Covenant with me by Sacrifice. And they 


Uſe 2. Is Exhortation, to beſeech you to he- 
lieve this Truth, that your Iniquities are caft ap- 


| heveth. There is as much need of your believing 

asof Chriſt's ſuffering. Believe in the Lamb of God 
that takes away the Sins of the World. —— 
1. As ſoon as you feel Sin a Burden, eaſe your 
ſelves by conſidering it is laid upon Chriſt. Free 
Grace, as it doth not exclude the Merits of Chriſt, 
ſo not the Application of Faith : Rom.3.25. bonn 


God hath ſet forth to be @ Propitiation through Faith in 
| his Blood. The Buſineſs was tranſa between 
1 God and Chriſt before all Worlds. Faith gets it 


ied out to the Soul : You are weary and heavy 
en with Sin, come then to him, Mar. 1 f. 28. 
with a lively Faith, not as if by Faith we did a- 
new lay the Burden of Sin upon Chriſt, only then 
we ud it to be done for our fakes. 
2. After you have gotten an Intereſt in him by 


matter of Humiliation to ns; but he covereth 
them as a merciful God, and fo it's matter of Com. 
fort. Sins they were long ſince laid upon Chriſt, 
renew thy Pardon again by Faith, and ftrive to 
get an actual Senſe of it. Remember, Chriſt's 


80 free. 


*S 


were to promiſe to walk with God in all humble 


on Chriſt : a Man hath no Benefit by it till he be- 


Faith, renew the ſenſe of your Pardon: Gd 
ſeeth as a juſt God, and ſo our Sins ſhould be 


Soul was heavy to the Death, that thou mighteſt 


Sag; ; it's only the Sins of the EleR are laid up: 


"> The Text faith, The Iniquities of us all. 

Doc. That Chriſt is ſet forth in the Goſpel, as ba. 
wing all Mens Sins laid upon bim. The Word car- 
rieth it in ſuch a general way, that none is ex- 
ed, and there are very many other places to 
confirm it, where Chriſt is ſaid to reconcile the 
World; 2 Cor. 5. 19. God was in Chriſt 
the World — And, to taſte Death for every 
Alan, Heb. 2. 9. And to die for all - "Ii mats 
mark that; 2 Cor, 5. 14. F one died for all. I ſhall 
come to the Reaſons why-Chriſt is propoſed ſo ge- 
=_—_ Becauſe all Men in ſome ſort bave benefit by 
bim; fo far Chriſt ſuffered his Father's Wrath 


You know how the Threatning ran, In the day thou. 
_ eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt die, Gen. 2. 17. Nay tis 
ſurely die. And all Mankind might have been loſt : 


the Sentence, even to wicked Men, is referred to 
the day of Judgment. The worſt at leaſt injoy a 
Reprieve by Chriſt. In this Senſe tis ſaid, 1 Tim. 
22 We truſt in the living God, who is the Saviour 
Men, eſpecially of them that believe : Such as is 
KT Pal. 36. 6. O Lord, thou preſerveſs Man 
an Beaſt, by a common Salvation and Preſerva- 
tion. And the word which is uſually ap- 
plied to Chriſt as Mediator, is uſed there to hint 
that it cometh by Chriſt. Tho it be a common 
Mercy, tis from him. Thus tis faid, o Tick 
That in the Diſpenſation of the Fulneſs of Ti 
might gatber together in one all thing: „ 


3 0 renne LAY I 


that was due to all Mens Sins, that in a large Senſe 
they have benefit by him. All the common Mer- 
_ cies we injoy, we have by virtue of Chriſt's Death. 


4 
* 
» 


but yet you ſee the abſolute Accompliſhment of 
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bbicb are in Heaven, and which are on Earth, even 
in him. Some underſtand it of collecting the ſcat- 
tered Parts of the World, and renewing the 
Creature, which had it not been for Chriſt, would 
have been loſt. As an Orator collects the Heads 
of 2 Diſcourſe, that nothing be loſt, and bring. 
eth it into one ſum. So the all their 
Mercies come to them ſwimming in the Blood of 
Chriſt. So the Word, Ordinances, Covenant, and 


| outward Graces to the Church. Thus he ſuffered 


for che Sins of the whole World, that the whole 
ſhould injoy theſe common Fayours and Bleſſings 
him. 
* Becauſe there is a Sufficiency i in the Merits of 
- Chriſt for all, ſo that if it had pleaſed God to 
give Chriſt to all Mankind, his Juſtice had been 
_ fafficiently ſatisfied : For there is no Defect in the 
Redeemer, and therefore there are ſo many ge- 
neral Expreſſions in Scripture to ſet out the Va- 
lue of Chriſt's Sacrifice; ſo that if there were ten 
thouſand times more Sins committed than there 
are, here is enough to ex pĩate them all, the Per- 
fon that ſuffered being ſo eminent, and the Suffer - 
ings ſo 6 reat and infinite. Thoſe that periſh, do 
2ot periſh out of any Defect or Inſufficiency in the 
Merit of Chriſt, as "i cmd were not doneto 
fave them, but out of their own Fault, becauſe 
they did not believe it. Thus tis faid, 1 Cor. 15. 
22. For as in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be. 
| made alive: that is, As there was a Sufficiency in 
Adam, the firſt common Perſon, to ruin all his 
Polterity , fo there was a Sufficiency in Chriſt to 
} fave al that Alam ruined ; for it muſt needs be 
| underſtood fo, for take it "literally, and tis a- 
_  Sainſt all common Experience: Many know not 
$ Chriſt, many hate him, and will * 
Im ; 


Life. Rom. 5. 18. Therefore as by the Offence of one, 


"Afen to Juſtification of Life. The Text proveth 


nothing but that there was as much Sufficiency in * 


Chriſt to juſtify, as there was in Adam to con- 
demn. That we may not have too low and under. 
Chriſt's Sufferings, the Scrip. 
ture ſpeaks thus generally, there is enough for me 
and thee, and all the World. Tis a great Injury 
done to Chriſt, to leſſen and extenuate him be. 
neath Adam, as if he were not as able to recover, 
as the other to ruin us. 
3. Therefore 'tis ex 


preſſed thus generally, that 


an Conditions of Men might be included: God | 


would not have any Encloſure of his Mercy within 
the Bounds of any Nation, Perſons and Conditi- 
ons of Men, that he might take off all outward 
— — and comprize every Believer of what 
: ition and Rank ſoever ; and therefore he ex- 
preſſeth himſelf promiſcuouſly to all of every 
State, every Nation, every Order. Tis the Na- 
ture of Man to confine Privileges to their own 


Nation and Order. We would be ſingular and 
ſhine alone, and have none ſhare with us. Envy, I 


fay, grudgeth at the Commonneſs of Mercies. We 


ſee in common things nothing is ſo welcome to us 


ms that which we injoy alone. The Romans would 


be the only civil Nation, all elſe were Barbarians. 
 Knowledg confined within their Function. 
the Jens could not endure to hear of a 


bim; Te will not come uno me, that you may baue , 


all to Condenmation; 'ſ 
. Ke Nighteouſueſ of one, the free Gift — a 


e . 


would have all Learning and | 


„ „ „ we eng tore on „„ „ wt om OY > B55 we 


of all Places, Orders and Ranks. God would not 


dre apt to transfer their Guilt ; tho they 


nl. God hath expreſſed enough of his Will 
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tle, becauſe of the Rage of the Jews, for the In- 
largement of the Pale of God's Church. There- 
fore | conceive the Apoſtle did inculcate, and fo 
hrgely inliſt upon it, to meet with this Perverſe- 
neſs of the Jews, as that which they would never 
hear of. In this ſenſe tis ſaid, Heb. 2. 9. He 


| taſted Death for every Man. And fo 1 John 2. 2. 


And be is the Propitiation for our Sins, and not for ours 
only, but alſo for the Sins of the whole World : that is, 
not only tor us Jews, but for all the World, even 


have the Creatures envy it to any Man, he propo- 
ſeth it ſo generally to take away that Jewiſh In- 
dignation againſt the Gentiles. Therefore the 
Apoſtles do to plentifully abound in theſe Expreſ- 


4. That no Man might accuſe God as if he had 
not made ſufficient Provilion for his Soul. Men 
will not 
charge Chriſt with it in a way of Faith, they will 


charge God with it in a way of Cenſure: as 


Prov. 19. 3. The Fooliſhneſs of Man perverteth his 
way, and bis Heart fretteth againſt the Lord. *Tis 
their own Folly and Unbelief, and we are apt to 


| imputeit to God, as if he did not intend Chriſt to 
us. Now there would be more occaſion offered, 


if the Lord ſhould have pointed out by Name 
tnoſe to whom he intended Chriſt ; God keepeth 
it ſecret what he will do with Men, that he may 
provoke them to Endeavours after Duty, leaving 
themſelves to his good Pleaſure. No Man can 

plead now, as an Excuſe for his Negligence, that 
God left him out, tis we leave out our ſelves. 


And therefore the Propoſal and Offer of Chriſt is 


ſhew Man his Duty, tho not enough of his Will 


co 
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to tell Man his Pleaſure and fecret Intention. Now 
the Will of God concerning any particular Perſon 
is hidden, Men would fain excuſe themſelves of 
Duty by prying into God's Secrets: God giveth 
a check to ſuch curious Impudence, by making the 
Propoſal and Offer of Chriſt general, tho his In- 
tentions to give Chriſt may be particular ; yet we 
muſt not meddle with that. Fooliſh Curiolity pro- 
ceeds from an innate Dehre in the Creature to 
charge God with all its Miſcarriages: Dent. 29. 
29. Secret things belong unto the Lord, but thoſe things 
which are revealed ſ(elong to us, and our Children for 
ever, The Propoſal of Chriſt in the Goſpel, that 
is a revealed thing, and it belongeth to the Crea- 
tures. God would have it carried fo, as rather 
typing out Duty to them, than revealing his own 


Purpoſes: he would not give the Creature ſuch an 


occaſion to murmur. 8 
J. To denote the Multitude that ſhould come 
in to Chriſt, eſpecially in the latter times; they 


World, John 3. 16. *Tis underſtood by many, of 
Mundus credentium ;, they were but a World when 
Chriſt ſaved them. God's Elec, compared with 
the wicked World, are but a little Flock by them- 
ſelves, but they are accounted in the Scripture as 
innumerable : Rev. 7. 9. I beheld, and lo a great 
multitude which no. Man could number, of all Nations, 


and Kindreds, and People, amd Tongues, ſtood before 


the Throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
Robes, and Palms in their Hands. Mark, tis a 
Multitude which none can number; the Sheep of 
Chriſt's Flock are ſo many, that it is innumerable : 


in a ſort eſpecially, there ſhall be a great Increaſe 


in the laſt times. And thus you may ex pound that 


place, Heb. 2. 9 He taſted Death for every oy 


are as good as a whole World. He ſo loved the 
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|, Sons unto Glory. So Pſal. 2. 8. Ak of me, and | will 
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in the next Verſe tis ſo intended, in bringing mam 


give thee the Heathen for an Inheritance, and the ut - 
termoſk Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. The 
Goſpel ſhall then be ſpread far and near : God 
hath given Chriſt to have and to hold all the 
World. Heb. 1. 3. Whom he hath appointed Heir of 
all things. And tis ſaid in the 10th Verſe of this 
Ila. 53. That the Pleaſure of the Lord ſhould proſper in 
his Hands. Therefore the Scripture ſpeaketh this 


generally, to comprize the vaſt Multitude that 


ſhould embrace the Doctrine of Chriſt. 

6. Todenote the Oneneſs, or the one Way by 
 Whichall are reconciled to God: All that have it 

have it by Chriſt. I ſay, many times the Expreſſi- 
ons are general, to ſhew that God diſpoſeth of the 
Sins of all his People one way. Such Expreſſions 
are rather excluſive of other Ways, than incluſive 
and compriſing all Perſons. God is faid to lay the 
Iniquities of us all upon Chriſt, becauſe all thoſe 
whoſe Iniquities are diſpoſed in a merciful way, 
they are diſpoſed this way. Let meexemplity 
this a little: The Philoſophers define Good thus; 
n iv 5 7275 e Good is that which 
all things deſire. 'Tis not to be underſtood as if 
all things in the World did deſire Good: For 
Stones and Timber, and many other things, have 
no Appetite: the meaning is, all things that de- 
ſire, deſire that which is good. But I will give 
you Inſtances in Scripture; Col. 1. 20. And baving 
made Peace through the Blood of bis Croſs, by him to 
| Feconcile all things unto himſelf. Not that every 
| thing is reconciled, but every thing that is recon- 
| tiled, is reconciled this way, by the Blood of 
| Chriſt's Croſs. So Tit. 2. 11. The Grace of God 

| that bringeth Salvation bath appeared to all Men 
| T 2 that 
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that is, to all to whom Salvation is brought. Tig 
brought by the Grace of God; it rather noteth 
Chriſt's Merits than the Per ſons that injoy it. Di- 
vers ſuch Expreſſions there are in Scripture. Thus 
John 1. 9. That was the true Light which lighteth eve. 
ry Man that cometh into the World. Not that every 
Man that cometh into the World is inligh 


there are many that periſh and die in their Igno- 


rance : the meaning is, every Man that is inlight- 
ned, is inlighted by him. As tor Example, fuch 
a Man cured all the City; not that every particu- 
lar Man was cured, but all that were cured were 
cured by him : So Chrilt is the Saviour of all Men, 
that is, of all that are ſaved. Theſe Expreſſions 
are exclulive of all other Ways, not incluſive of 
every Perſon. Thus you have the Reaſons. 
For Application. 85 

Uſe 1. This ſerveth to clear to us the Miſtake 
of the Doctrine of Univerſal Grace, and to ex- 
plain thoſe Expreſſions in Scripture that are 


brought to favour this Opinion: Tho you cannot 


conclude out of them univerſal Grace, yet you 
may an univerſal Neceſlity of believing this Bene- 
fit. Solomon ſaith, Prov. 24. 26. Every Man ſhall 
kiſs bis Lips that giveth a right Anſwer - that is, in- 
genious Men will mightily prize and be taken with 
a right Anſwer. Why here now you have an 
Anſwer againſt the Patrons of Univerſal Grace: 
You ſee the Reaſons why the Propoſals of Chrilt 
are ſo general, and why there are ſo many Ex- 

preſſions of it to all Men: *Tis becauſe all injoy 
Benefit by him: He is ſufficient for all; God 


a * 


1 
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Uſe 2. Is to inform us, what little Reaſon we 
have to refuſe to come to God at his Call, ſeeing 
he keeps open Houſe for all Comers; yea, tho 
you have no Money for Heaven: Iſa. 55. 1. Ho 
every ane that thirſteth, come to the Waters, and be 
that bath no Money : come ye, buy and eat; yea come, 
| buy Wine and Milk without Money and without Price. 
Te Publication of the Goſpel is general to all 
Men, to all kinds of Men : Nothing hindreth now 
but Unbelief, or the Refuſal of Chriſt. | 

1. Not thy Nation. O how are we to praiſe 
God that he hath inlarged the Bounds of Mercy 
to us Gentiles now, as well as to the Jews formerly! 
You may look upon your Iniquities as laid upon 
Chriſt. Rom. 15. 11. Praiſe the Lord all ye Gentiles. 
Tis quoted out of Pſal. 117. 1. All Nations now 
ſhare in this Privilege. You know in Traffick, or 


| otherwiſe, peculiar Nations have peculiar Privi- 


leges, bur here all alike. 
2. Not thy Condition. Art thou poor? Chriſt 
| is as mindful of thee as of the rich. God taketh 
agreat deal of Care and Knowledg of a poor Soul. 
In the Parable of Dives and Lazarus, the paor 
Man hath a proper Name, and the rich Man kath 
an Appellative : And *tis a great Favorr, E can 
tell you, to be known to God by Name. Tis 
ſpoken as a great Privilege, that God knew Atofes 
by Name: Exod. 33. 1 2. Ihave known thee by Name, 
and thou baſt found Favour in my fight. Acts 17. 
34. Hombeit certain Men clave unto bim, and bel1c- 
ved, among which was Dionyſius the Areopagite, 
and a Woman named Damaris. God took notice 
| of the poor Woman at Athens, as well as the 
great Scholars. So James 2. 5. Hatb not God cha- 


|; | ſen the Poor of this World, rich in Faith? Art thou a 


poor neglected Man * wing 
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vant ? Yet your Souls may be as dear to him ag 


the richeſt Man's alive, and he is as tender over | 


you. | You read in the 16th Verſe of Phi 
that Oneſimus a Servant was above a Servant in re- 
gard of his ſpiritual Condition. O Brethren, tis 


a great fault in Men, they do not look after the 
Poor in the World, eſpecially poor Servants; if 


they mind the Good of the higher Servants, yet 
they neglect the other. I ſpeak a homely Word, 
and yet a true one ; it may be the Soul of the poor 
Skullion-boy in the Kitchin may be as dear and 


precious to Chriſt as yours, So it may be ſaid of | 


one deformed ; Ad, 13, 1. And Simeon that was 
called Niger was a Saint as well as Moſes the fair. 
3. Not your Sins. Make no Exceptions where 
the Word maketh none. Chriſt came to die for 
the diſſolute Drunkard, as well as for the devout 


Hypocrite : Men in Deſpair look upon their Sins | 


as Cain did, and cry out, Ay Sins are greater than 
7 can bear. Why, did Chriſt upon the Croſs only 
except thy Sins, thinkeſt thou ? Did he fay he 
would not die for ſuch an one as thou art? Mat. 
T1. 28. Come unto me all ye that are weary and hea- 
oy laden, and I will give you Reſt. Thoſe that have 


yea, the more unlikely it ſeemeth to you, God 
may have the greater regard to you: Zuke 14. 21. 
The Maſter of the Houſe being angry, ſaid to bis Ser- 
want, Go out quickly into the Streets and Lanes of the 
City, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, 
and the balt, and the blind. A Man would have 
thought a Morſel at the door had been great Pre- 
ferment for them, and of all Perſons they ſhould 
never have been invited. There is nothing ex- 
empted out of the call of the Goſpel, but the — 
. against 


committed ſo many Sins, that they are even ſunk | 
don to Hell by them, Chriſt calleth to himſelf : 
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againlt the Holy Ghoſt; and that is never pardon- 
ed, becauſe the Forgiveneſs thereof is never ask- 
ed. Take heed of making Exceptions where 
God hath made none; a Feaſt may be intended for 
tho thou haſt a poor blind lame Soul. 
4. Not any Thoughts that Chriſt was never in- 
tended for us. How do you know that ? Reproba- 
tion is God's ſealed Book. Tis not for Creatures 
to look into it ; you would fain juſtity your Un- 
belief by God's Decree againſt you, but it argueth 
an ill Spirit. If you can exempt your felt out ot the 
number of them that go aſtray, you may exempt 
your ſelf out of the number of thoſe whole Inj- 
quities are laid upon Chriſt. Let God alone with 
his ſecret Judgments, Chriſtians are to look to the 
revealed Will of God, to Directions in the Scrip- 


| tures, not to the Secret that is in God's Boſom. 


But ſtil] the Soul replieth, If I knew that 7 be- 
longed to the Flection of Grace, then I nou!d bclicwe ; 
otherwiſe I know that I cannot change his Purpoſe by any 
Faith of mine. Doth God promiſcuonſly intend CH iſt 
to every one? I reſerved the Diſcuſſion of this 
Doubt, that I might anſwer it the more fully, I 
ſhail endeavour it in theſe P ropoſitions, by which 
[ ſhall lay open the whole Matter. 15 

1. Certain it is that there is enongh in Chriſt's 
Death to merit Pardon for all Men in the World, 
tho there were ten thouſand times more Men than 
erer there were or ſhall be; and ſo they would 


find it if they did believe. Tis good to deter- 


mine that firſt, for the Defect is not on Chriſt's 
: but this 1 ſpoke to before in the Reaſons. 
2. Tho Chriſt's Death be ſufficient for all, yet 
the Efficacy and Benefit of it is intended only to 
Believers, to thoſe that injoy it by Faith, not only 


applied, but intended only. Mark, I gay, that 


14 not 
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not only the Efficacy of it is to Believers, but the 


Efficacy of it is intended to Believers. See ſome 
Proof of this from Scripture : John 10. 15. I lay 


down my Life for the Sheep. There was the Inteng 
of God and Chriſt, that Chriſt ſhould die only for 
thoſe of his own Flock. And therefore many 
times, here you find the Expreſſions of God's Love 
very general, you ſhall ſee the Intention of it is | 
reſtrained to thoſe that believe. As Jobn 3. 16. 
God ſo loved the World, that be gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth on bim ſhould not periſh, 
but bave everlaſting Life. God intended him to 
the World of Believers: Whoever amongſt them 
do believe, let him be whatever he will, or what- 
ever he was, he ſhould not periſh. So Rom. 3. 22. 
Even the Righteouſneſs of God which is by Faith of je- 
ſus Chriſt unto all, and all them that believe, for 
there is no Difference. I ho it be to all, tis with 
this Reſtraint and Limitation, to all that believe, 
And there is good reaſon for it ; for it God in- 
tended it, he would effect it. Pal. 115. 3. Ow 
| God is in Heaven, and doth what ſoe ver be will. If 
ever God willed it, certainly he would accom- 
in it: Man cannot fruſtrate it. And if God | 
intended the giving Chriſt to the whole World, 
Chriſt wovld have prayed for it. A Man cannot 
know what was God's Will, or the Son's Duty, 
better than by taking notice of his ſolemn Prayer 
when he was about to offer up the Sacrifice of him- 
ſelf: John 17. 9. I pray not for the World, but for 
them which thou baſt given me out of the World. 
Chriſt was given for none but for thoſe that were 
given to him; and for them he prayeth, ver. 20. 
Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for them alſo which 


ſhall believe on me through their Word. Chriſt pray- | 


ed only for thoſe for whom he died; and he died 
D 


— 
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3. God nodoubt intended him ſuch a ſufficient 
Sacrifice tothe World. Chriſt did nothing but by 


| the Father's Will, as was largely confirmed in the 


beginning of this Diſcourſe: John 5. 30. I ſeek 
not mine own Will, but the Will of the Father which 
bath ſent me. It was the Father's Intention as well 
as the Son's. So far then we may ſafely ſay, God 
intended Chriſt a ſufficient Sacrifice. 

4. Tho the Efficacy and Benefit be certainly in- 


_ tended to Believers, yet God's Offer of Chriſt, 


and the Publication of the Goſpel is general. Iſa. 
55.1. Ho every one that thirſteth, come to the Waters. 
Rev. 22. 17. Whoſoever will, let him take of the Wa- 


ter of Life freely. Such Commands being rather an 


Intimation ot what he would have us do, than 
what he intendeth we ſhall do; of the Creatures 
Duty rather than of God's Will. It is the Will 
of God's Pleaſure that they ought to ſeek after an 
Intereſt in Chriſt. So tis fail, 1 Tim. 2. 4. God 
will have all Alen to be ſaved, and to come to the 
Knowledg of the Truth; Volunt ate præcepti, by the 
Will of his Command: and by virtue of this we 
are bidden to preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
ture, Aar 16. 16. To the making it effequal, 
there is required not only God's iI, but God's 
Grace ; ſtill reſerving to God the Power of 


his own ſecret judgment. 


5. God is ſerious and in earneſt in theſe Offers 


| and Publications of Chriſt to all: That he mock- 


eth no Man, you ſhall ſee ; do but try him, accept 


bim, and he will be as good as his Word. I is 


not made to you fraudulently, and with an intent 
to deceive, but God is ſerious. God is bound to 
no Man, and wicked Men refuſe him out of their 


- own Perverſeneſs. And indeed we ſhould rather 


admire his Mercy, that he giveth Chriſt to — 
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than quarrel at his Juſtice that he doth not 
him to all. j give 


Offers, appeareth, 
1. By his Intreatics : He beſeecheth you to take 
him as well as offereth him; Ezek. 33. 11. 4s 1 
live, ſaith the Lord God, I bave no Pleaſure in the 
Death of the Wicked, but that the IVicked turn from 
bis way and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways ; for why will you die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? 2 Cor. 
$. 20, Now then we are " Embaljadors for Chriſt, as 
tho God did beſeech you by us. So God uſeth all theſe 1 
Intreaties, to ſhew that he is ſincere and in ear. 
neſt with all Men. | 
2. Becauſe it ſuteth more with his Delight, that 
you ſhould take hold of theſe Offers, and not re- 
fuſe them. God bindeth himſelf with a ſtrong 
Oath: Ezek. 33. 11. As I live, ſaith the Lord, | 
baue no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked. Merely 
as 'tis the Deſtruction of the Creature, ſo God 
doth not any 2 approve of it; tho as a juſt |} 
Puniſhment he delighteth in it. If you look to 
God's Approbatien or Delight, your accepting 
Grace more ſuteth with it than your Refuſal. 
3. Becauſe he is angry that you do refuſe. John 
5. 40. Te will not come to me that you may haue Life. 
He is grieved that Men through their own Folly 
neglect that which ſhould do them Good ; at. 
23. 37. O ſeruſalem, Jeruſalem, #bou that killeſt 
the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee ! 
How often would I have gathered thy Children together, 
even as 4 Hen gathereth her Chickens under ber Wings, 
and ye would not 2 He meant by his outward Mini- 
ſry, tho not inward Call: He was mighty ſoli- 
cĩtous and earneſt in that. So tho God uſe all the 
Means with us, and give usall the Light that = 
ibly 


That God is ſerious and in good earneſt in theſe I 
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fbly can be into his Will, except ſaving Light, 
we turn unto our own Way. 


„ 


The Seventh Verſe. 
He was oppreſſed, and he was afflifted, yet be o- 
ved ret bis Mouth; he is brought as a Lamb 
to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep before her 
Shearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his Mouth. 


T main drift of the Prophet in this Chap- 


ter, as I have ſhewed, is to remove the 
Stone of Stumbling and the Rock of Of- 
| fence, which lay in the way of the Jews, becauſe 
of Chriſt's Meanneſs and Sufferings. They look- 
ed for a Meſſiah to come fluttering with the Pomp 
and Royalty of an earthly Prince : and therefore 
when they fonnd nothing but a mean Outſide, a a 
deſpiſed Branch, and a withered Root in a dry 
Ground, a Man of no Splendor, but of much 
Sorrow, they did eaſily daſh the Foot of their 
Faith, and ſplit all their Hopes upon this Rock, 
as if there were nothing worthy of the Arm of 
God to be found in Jeſus. Againſt this Scandal 
the Prophet maketh many Defences, and ſheweth 
the ſeveral Reaſons why the Excellency of Chriſt 
was to be hid under the Veil of Meanneſs and Mi- 


ſeries; and therefore what a ſlender Ground there 


was why it ſhould be turned to the Blemiſh and 
Diſrepute of Chriſt. 

1. His firſt Argument was, becauſe it was for 
dur good, and for our ſakes that he did put on this 
| Diſguiſe; and fo being found in Appearance like 
TOY 1 
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us, he might be taken in our ſtead : Surely be bath 
born our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows. And what 
foul Ingratitude were this fot to know a Frien 
becauſe he hath put on a Diſguiſe of Meanneſs and 
Miſery for our ſakes? Having fully traverſed this 
Argument in the fourth, fitth and ſixth Verſes, 
he proceeds to another, a ſecond Defence againſt 
the Scandal, and that is, 


to undergo theſe Sufferings ; he was not compelled 
to it, unleſs by his own Spirit. He might have 
come in the Luſtre and Glory of the Godhead : 
Or if not ſo, yet being a Man, he might have hid 


then have vouched his Innocency, and have plead- 
ed the Matter with them : Or have made a Party 
among the People, and ſo one way or another reſ- 
cued himſelf from the Ignominy and Bitterneſs of 
that Death that he was to ſuffer : No, faith the 
Pro here is nothing but Patience and a wil- 
ling Subjection to his Father's Deſign ; He was op- 
preſſed, and be was afflicted, yet be opened not bis 
Mouth. And indeed you had need obſerve theſe 
Words, for they were the occaſion of the Eu- 


nuch's Converſion ; for Philip was reading this ve- 


ry place in Iſaiab: Acts 8. 32. And the place of the 
Scripture which he read was this, He was led as a Sheep 
fo the 
opened be not bis ſouth. And God ſent Philip to 


join with him. And uſually ſuch Scriptures have 


been of greateſt account, that have proved ef- 
' feQtual to the converting of a Sinner; as that place 
in Rom. 13. 11. Aud that ng the time, that it is 
bigb time to awake out of Sleep; for now is our Salvati- 
on nearer than when we believed, This Scripture was 


the 


3. The Voluntarineſs and Willingneſs of Chriſt 


| himſelf ſecretly from the Malice of his Adverſa. | 
ries; or when ſeized upon and taken, he might 


Slaughter, and like a Lamb before the Shearer, ſo, 
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the occaſion of Auſtin's Converſion, as Jobs the 
iſt was of Junim's Converſion, 


1, and this of the Eu- 
nuch's. God ſendeth the fame Spirit to ſpeak to 
| you as to Philip, and you are to hear with the 
ame Affection. Theſe Words are the ſecond 
| Argument to take off the Scandal of Chriſt's 
Death and bitter Sufferings. And "tis taken from 
the Willingneſs and ready Patience wherewith he 
underwent thoſe Sufferings. I may obſerve in the 
Verſe two Parts, - 1 | 
1. The Nature of the Sufferings, He was op- 
| preſſed, and be was afflicted. 
| 2. The Carriage of Chriſt under them, He 
opened not bis Mouth, Which is amplified and il- 
laſtrated by two Similitudes, of a Lamb going to 
the Slaughter, and a Sheep before her Shearers. 
The Points hence. may be many: but becauſe 
the Prophet doth ſo often double and redouble 
Expreſſions about the Sufferings of Chriſt, and I 
have ſpoken ſo much of almoſt every Circumſtance 
conſiderable in them already, 1 ſhall be enforced 
now and hereafter to touch only upon the main 
thing held forth in every Verſe. Notwithſtand- 
ing I ſhall endeavour to draw out the Strength and 
Sweetneſs of every Phraſe in the Comment and 
Explication. Briefly then, to go over the Parts. 
1. As to what was done to Chriſt, or the Na- 
ture of his Sufferings, [ He was oppreſſed, and be 
was afflicted J There is a great deal of Variety a- 
bout the rendring of theſe Words, becauſe of 
_ the Diverſity of the Hebrew Pointings. The 
| Vulgar readeth, Oblatus quia ipſe voluit; He was 
| offered becauſe he would. Symmachw renders it, 
He was brought, and be obeyed. But theſe do not fol- 
low the beſt pointed Bibles ; thothey do not much 
vary from the Senſe intended in the Verſe. Thoſe 
" come 


288 A Prattical Expoſition apon 
come nearer that render, be was puniſhed and trou- 
bled e for the firſt word lignifieth, to exact a thing 
with Rigour and Moleſtation, and is applied to 
this caſe; as if a Man ſhould come and moleſt a 
Surety for the Debt of another for whom he is in- 
gaged. I find moſt of the beſt Interpreters going 
this way; and Junius rendreth it, exigitur pena, 


our Puniſhment is exacted of Chriſt ; the Credi- 


tor came upon him for our Debt; as if the word 


did point to that great Truth which is held forth 


in other places, that Chriſt died for us as our 
Surety : And therefore he is called the Surcty of a 
better Teſtament, Heb. 7. 22. Mat. 20. 28. he is 
ſaid to give bis Life, AiTpov avm M, as a Ran- 


from the Debt and Ingagement ; ſo that they that 
are Chriſt's, need not fear that the Debt will be 
required of them again. Luke 12. 58. Leſt the 
Fudg deliver thee to the Officer, and the Officer caſt 
thee into Priſon, where thou ſhalt remain till the utter- 


Truth for God's People, that the Surety hath paid 
the Debt for them, ſo that they need not fear the 
Officer, or the Priſon; God hath exacted it of 
_ Chriſt. Or you may, if you will, read, as generally 
our Tranſlation, he was oppreſſed, as the Seventy 
render both Words by one, he was evilly dealt 
with, and evilly intreated : and ſoour Tranſlation 
maketh it to be read with an Emphaſis, He was op- 
preſſed and afflicted : that is, it was ſuch an Af- 
fiction as did amount to an Oppreſſion; and yet 
he bore it patiently. Oppreſſzon, ſaith Salomon, 
maketh a wiſe Man mad, Eccleſ. 7. 7. A wiſe Man, 
that is, a Man that hath the greateſt Command 
over himſelf. The Heart ſtormeth and rageth 
when it meets with ſuch Uſage as it did not ex- 
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ſom for many. He laid down his Life to ſet us free 


moſt Price be paid. I fay, this is a very comfortable 
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pect, or hath not deſerved: But Chriſt was op- 
preſſed and afflicted, and he opened not his Mouth. 
And indeed the Sufferings of Chriſt, in reference 
to Man, do beſt of all come under the Notion of 
Oppreſſion : for the other word aſſlicted, *tis well 
rendred, and therefore I will not criticize upon 


Ic. 5 . * | 

2. How Chriſt bore it, or his Carriage under it. 
Tis given firſt in general, He opened not his Mouth 
and then tis particularly amplified by two Simili- 


| tudes. 


Ist. In the general, He opened not his Mouth. 
This ſhews two tht tos: 

1. The great p. lence of Chriſt : When all this 
was upon him, not an impatient Word dropped 
| from him either againſt God or his Enemies. And 
indeed you ſhall find in Scripture, that holy Pati- 


ence is many times expreſſed by bolding our Peace. 


Diſcontent eaſ ly breaketh out into daring and 
_ provoking Language, the Tongue and Lips ſpeak 
unadviſedly againſt God, therefore the bridling 


| the Tongue is a great ſign of Patience: Hence 


tis faid, Lev. 10. 3. That Aaron held bis Peace, 
| when a remarkable Judgment was upon him. 
Stormy Hearts will ſoon boil over: But Aaron 

held his Peace. I conceive twas not out of the 
Greatneſs of his Sorrow, as indeed Griefs are not 
always utterable, but out of the Greatneſs of his 
Patience. As David, Pal. 39. 9. I was dumb, and 
opened not my Mouth, becauſe thou didſt it. He ſweet- 
IJ; acquieſced in Providence. And fo in the Per- 
| fon of Chriſt, Pſal. 38. 13. he faith, I as a deaf 
Aan heard not, and I was as a dumb Man that _= 
eaf 


| oh nor bis Mouth: As if he had been either 


br dumb, not ſenſible of the Injury, nor willing 
do ſpeak of it. Thus Chriſt ſuffered unjuſtly for 


Our 
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our ſake, and in our ſtead, yet ſpoke not a word. 


This ſhewed his great Patience. 
2. His great Love to Man ſhewed in his wonder: 
ful Silence; even then when he might juſtly have 


ſpoken in bis own Defence, but would not ſeem | 


to interrupt the Deſign of God. Tis witneſſed 
in many places, that Jeſus held his Peace when 


they asked him Queſtions about his Innocence, as | 


F ſhall ſhew you by and by out of ſeveral places. 
] conceive it hinteth that great Silence that Chriſt 
manifeſted upon all his Accuſations, 

But ſome may object and fay, How can this be, 
ſince Chriſt did ſometimes open his Mouth? Did 


not he ſay to the Souldiers, Are you come our ag aint 
me as againſt a Thicf and a Robber * And he ſaid to | 


Pilate, Thou baſt no Power unl: ſs it be given from 4. 
bove. And he prayed for them, Luke 23. 39. and 
rebuked him that ſmote with the Sword, and 
forbad Peter to ule it. How then doth this ſute 
with theſe words, He opened not his Mouth ? 

I anfwer, He never ſpoke to hinder our Re- 
demption, neither railingly, nor revilingly : for ſo 
Peter explaineth it; 1 Pet. 2. 23. Who when be was 


reviled, reviled not again; wben he ſuffered, be threat- 


ned not, but committed himſelf to bum that judgeth 
_ righteouſly. He us'd no Threatning, no Reviling, 
no, many times not a modeſt Reply, when a Man 
would think he might very well bave made it: 
Thus you ſee the Meaning of the Phraſe, He open- 
ed not his Mouth. | 
2dly. Now for the particular Reſemblance; as, 


x, That be is brought as a Lamb to the Slaugh- 
ter. The Scripture often uſeth this Similitude ; 


for indeed it was not a caſual Similitude, but a 
ſtanding Type of Chriſt : As the Lamb in the 
daily Sacrifice, Exod. 29. 38. which was offered 

| to 
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to God daily Morning and Evening for Pardon ; 
we being only accepted through his Mediation: 
And the Paſchal Lamb in the Lord's Supper im- 
porteth Chriſt's being offered to God; for Chriſt 
is called a Lamb in Scripture, I conceive for two 
Reaſons; | 

(1) As'tis an Emblem of Innocence, Meekneſs, 
and Patience, as the Lamb was to be without 


|| Spot and Blemiſh. Therefore St. Peter faith, 


| 1 Pet. 1. 18. We areredeemed by the Blood of Chriſt, 
c of a Lamb without Spot and Blemiſh. A pure 
harmleſs undefiled Lamb. 

2. As it may import Weakneſs and Slenderneſs 
of Appearance in the World. Chriſt is nothing 
in ſhew, tho mighty in Power. Rev. 6. 15, 16. 
And the Kings of the Earth, and the great Men, and 
the rich Men, and the Chief Captains, and the mighty 
Men, bid themſelves in Dens, and Rocks, and Moun- 
| tains, and ſaid to the Mountains and Rocks, Fall on us, 

and bide us from the face of bim that ſittetb on the 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb: that is, 
even from Chriſt. Chriſt in his weakeſt Appear- 
ance was but as a Lamb, yet ſuch a Lambas at the 
laſt Day will make the Wolves to ſhake. : 

3. It noteth the Meekneſs and Sweetneſs of 
Chriſt, willingly yielding to be a Sacrifice for us. 
| Chriſt when he cometh to Judgment, is expreſſed 

in Hoſea and other places to be as a Lion ; but 
when to fave, then as a Lamb: when he comerh 
to deſtroy Men, he cometh as a Lion; but when 
} cometh to deſtnoy Sins, he cometh as a Lamb. 
here, and Jahn 1. 29. Bebold the Lamb of God 
taketh away the Sins of the World. This was the 
| the Prophet Iſaiab foretold : And the Sacri- 
dees preſigured that Lamb, the Lamb flain from 
me Foundation of the World, Rev. 13. 8. þ cy 
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then, you fee the force of the Expreſſion 


that Chriſt went as ſweetly and readily to the 


Work of our Redemption, as an innocent Lamb 

to the Slaughter or Shambles. _ 
The next Similitnde is, As a Sheep before ber 
Sheavers is dumb. Of all Creatures the Sheep is 
the moſt lent. Hogs whine and hont ; but 
are dumb before the Shearer. Chriſt did not open 
his Muuth, unleſs to pray, inſtruct and reprove, 
as before mention'd. Many Points might be ob- 
ter ved, but Fl] ſum up all in this one. 

Doct. That Jeſus Chriſt underwent cruel and bitter 
Sulferings for us, with a great deal of willing Pati- 
ence. 

for this I take to be the Intent of this Verſe, to 
ſhew, how ready Chriſt was to accompliſh the of- 


fice of the Mediatorſhip: Rev. 1. 5. He loved w, [ 
and waſhed us from our Sins in bis own Blood. For 
in all his Conflicts with malicious Accuſations and 


opprobt ious Speeches, he would do no Violence, 
nor expreſs any thing that might be an occaſion 
to divert him from his purpoſe : but as a Lamb is 
brought to the Slaughter, ſo he opened not his 
Mouth. I ſhall prove the Point, 


bimſelf, and became obedient to Death, even the Death 


be complied with the foreſt and moſt bruiſing Act 
of the Mediatorſhip. He was obedient to Death, 


even the Death of the Croſs. So tis ſaid, He 
5- 25. Chriſt loved the Church, and gave himſelf fo 


it, And in other places : Heh. 10, 7. with its Pa- 
rallel, Pſal. 40. 7. In the Volume of thy Book "tes 
written of me, Lo I come to do thy Mil, * 1 | 
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1. By ſome Scriptures that aſſert it, and ſhew | 
the Willingneſs of Chriſt : Phil. 2. 8. He bumbled | 


FEES With a great deal of willing Patience | 
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Chriſt doth as it were e 
tejoice over the Work of ——_ Lo 1 
tome to do thy ill! 

2. By ſeveral Paſſages in the Hiſtory of Chriſt's 


Life. 
(i.) His longing for it before it came. When 
aan deſireth a thing, he is impatient till he ob- 


tain his Deklire ; every Minute is tedious till he 
doth injoy it. Luke 12. 50. Thave a Baptiſm to 
be baptized with, and bow am I ſtraitned till it be ac- 
compliſhed ! That Baptiſm was the Laver of his 
own Blood. Earneſtneſs of ExpeQation ſtraitneth 
Joy, and a Mari cannot let out his Spirit upon other 
things till he hath what he waiteth for. How am 
I fraitned, faith Chriſt. He conſulted with him- 
ſelf, that thou and I, and others, have Souls to be 
| ſaved, and therefore he would not do otherwiſe. 
Luke 22. 15. With deſire have I deſired to eat this 
Paſſover with ate before I ſuffer. The earneſt and 
vigorous bent of his Delire is ſhewed in that Ex- 
preſſion, With deſire baue I defired. 

(2.) In not preventing it when he knew it. 
y are caſt unawares upon Danger, but Chriſt 
knew i it, and foretold it before he came to ſuffer. 


| Lukers. 32. Behold we go up to Jeruſalem, and al 


things that are written by the Prophets concerning the 


hn FTbat be ſhall be 
delivered to the Gentiles, and ſhall be mocked, and 
[pttefully entreated, and ſpitted on. He knew which 
way the divine Decrees and Predictions ran: 
he went to Jeruſalem. He could have kept him- 
| ff fafe from Danger, yet he offered himſelf to 
It: it vas in his power to have commanded twelve 
Legions of Angels, but the ture ſaith it muſt 
beſo. He could have kept himſelf and bis Diſci- 
ples ſafe too, for he had Power enough. Jobs 10. 


U 2 17,19. 
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17, 18. I lay domn my Life, no Man taketh it from 
me, bit | lay it down of my felf : have Power to lay 
it down, and | have Power to take it again. Unleſs 
he had been pleafed to lay it down, no Man could 
have taken it from him. Voluntarily he ſubmir. 
ted to jt. Creatures do things out of Neceſſi 
becauſe they cannot do otherwiſe, but Chriſt might 
have prevented it, for he knew it before: John 
19. 4. Therefore Jeſus knowing all things that fhould 
com 1pun him, went forth and ſaith uno them, Whom 
ce pe? | | 
3.) His cheerful caſting himſelf upon it: John 
11.4. 31. Ariſe, let us 50 hence. Preſently upon the 
en:! of that Set mon Chriſt went into the Garden, 
whe: e he is taken, So he faith to Judas, John 13. 
27. hat thou dan, do quickly. Not to incourage 
him to the Evil in his treafonable Fact, but to 


Mare how willing he was to undertake our Re- | 


demprion. 
(4.) in ſubmitting to his Father's Will in his 
higheſt Agonics and Conflicts: Luke 22. Not my 
Will but thine be done. Here was no murmuring, 
but a ſweet Submiſſion and Acquieſcence at the 
Appointment of God. Many may ſeem to ſub- 
mit to God till they come to be pinchꝰd with the 
Soreneſs of the Trial: Tis then you may diſcern 
and try your Readineſs in ſubmitting to God's 


Will. © 


-*(5:) By his Silence. When he heard the falſe 


Witneſſes, he held his Peace, and anſwered no- 
thing, Mark 14. 61. So Matth. 27. 13. Then ſaith 

| Pilate unto bim, Heareſt thou how many things they 
"witneſs againſt thee 2 and be anſwered bim never a 


So Mark i F. 5. But Teſus yet anſwered no- 


thing, fo that Pilate marvelled And he queſtioned 
bim in many Words, but be anſwered bim — 


a at. Aww ee  Q meant 


v the 534 Chapter of lab. 293 


Chriſt holdeth his Peace, that we might ſpeak and 
have Boldneſs with the Father; and taketh the 
accuſation patiently, that he might break it off 


us: His not anſwering, was to ſhew our 
Guilt; and yet he carried it ſo, that nothing could 
be clearly proved to impeach his own Innocency. 
Mat. 26. 62, 63. And Jeſus beld bis Peace, and the 
High Prieſt aroſe and ſaid unte him, Anſwereſt thou 
nothing? Not as if his Silence did (as it doth in 
others) come from ſuppreſſed Anger, or ſcornful 
Stubbornneſs, but Patience and Meekneſs; He 
opened not bis Mouth. Not a walicious Taunt, or 
| proud Reproach, nor angry Threatnings, nothing 
dut Silence, nothing but what argued oppreſt In- 


nocence. 

(s.) By forbidding all Violeace that might ſeem 
to hinder this Intention. Mat. 26. 52. Then ſaid 
Feſus unto him, Put up again thy Sword into its placc. 
If he opened his Mouth, it was to forbid Violence, 

| and topray for his Perſecutors: Luke 22. 52. And 
I be touched his Ear, and healed him. Every one of 
I theſe things ſheweth a ſweet Submiſſion, and Rea- 
| dineſs, and Willingneſs in Chriſt to ſuffer for us. 
1 Now the Reaſons why it mult be fp are theſe. 
1. That he might be fit for the Mediator ſhip, 
that all things might came freely and ſweetly to 
you from his Father. He offered himſelf willing- 
ly, that thou mayeſt have Mercies willingly. All 
wicked Mens Bleſlings ſeem to be extorted from 
Providence, they have them as it were invito Des: 
Hol. 13. 11. I gave thee a King in mine Anger. 80 
the murmuring Jſraclites had Quails in Anger, 
Pſal. 78. 31. Now Chriſt went willingly, that 
his own People might have every thing from the 
Heart of God as well as his Hand. Jer. 33. 41. 
| Twill rejoice quer them to do them good. One of the 
| | uU 3 Con- 
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Conditions, as Divines obſerve, how it may ſtand 
with the Juſtice of God to puniſh the Innocent for 
the Nocent, is if he be willing: for God could 
not have extorted ar Debt of Chriſt, unleſs he 
had been willing. When Paul would take Oneſi- 
mus his Debt upon himſelf, Philemon might juſtly 
require it of him: Philem. uv. 18, 19. If Oneſimu: 
bath wronged thee ought, put it 
I will repay it. It would not witif God's Ju- 
ſtice to force the Obligation upon Chriſt, but 
Chriſt voluntarily ingageth himſelf; If theſe Souls 
owe thee ought, put it on my account, I will re. 
pay it. There was not only an Ordination of God 
the Father, but a voluntary Suſception and Un- 
dertaking of God the Son : he cheerfully and wil- 
lingly ſubmitted to have Sin tranſlated upon him, 
and to be liable by Ingagement; Put that on my 
account, and | will repay it. 
2. That he might ſet off the Worth of his 
Love to us. Willingneſs and Freeneſs commend- 
eth a Kindneſs, extorted Courteſies loſe their va- 
lue. Therefore tis ſaid, He loved us, and gave 


taken todo a thing grudgingly. Decius rode cheer- 
fully into the Gulph for the Good of his Country ; 
nay in ſome Men tis a kind of Corruption to be 


over- forward with their Favours: Prov. 17. 18. 


A Man void of Underſtanding ſtriketh bands, and be- 
cometh Surety in the Preſence of bis Friend; that is, 


before his Friend deſires and ſeeks for it. Many | 
Men rather than loſe the Praiſe of their Kindneſs 


undo themſelves, their Stock being ſoon ſpent. 
It is Folly to be over-laviſh and eaſy in ſuch Kind- 
neſſes. Therefore much more now would Chriſt 
_ commend his Love to us; this Ocean and over- 

fon ing of Comforts being in Chriſt, *rwas the 


een ects . 
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bimſeclf for uu. We ſee among Men it would be ill! 
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tion of his Love: He ſtrikes hands and 
becometh Surety before he is asked; tis the En- 
hancement of Chriſt's Love, and therefore he wil- 
lingly ſubmitted to it. 5 
But you will abject, How did Chriſt do it willing- 
, did not he pray that the Cup might pajs from bim, 
aui did be not fear and ſtagger at it? Heb. 5. 7. Who 
in the days of his Fleſh, when be had offered up Prayers 
and Supplications with ſtrong Crying and Tears, unto 
him that was able to ſave bim from Death, and was 
heard in that he fearcd. | 
Ll anſwer, 1. Briefiy, Chriſt's Prayers are ra- 
tber for our Example and Comfort, and that he 
might leave us a Pattern where to go, and to whom 
toapply our ſelves in all our Straits, than to de- 
clare his Willingneſs to decline this hot Service : 
He would be tempted in all things like us, except 
Sin: Heb. 4. 15. That be might be touched with the 
feeling of every Inſirmity. He would be touched 
with ſuch a Conflict as came neareſt to a Sin of In- 
firmity, but without Sin. Jeſus did it that we 
might know our ſelves in the like cafe, when we 
ſtruggle with the ſenſe of Guilt, and the appre- 


* henſion of Divine Wrath. 


2. To ſhew himſelf truly Man. Chriſt prayed 
againſt the Cup, Father if it be poſſible, let this Cup 
paſs. He doth not contend with lnſtruments, but 
beſeech God. Chriſt's Prayers againſt the Cup 
were as the Prayers of a private Man: and fo 
Chriſt would ſhew all the Paſſions of our Nature; 


|| © for if he had not prayed that the Cup might paſs, 


de muſt have put off all natural Affections, de- 

cauſe Chriſt as a private Perſon looked upon it as 

a mere Suffering, it being the Nature and Duty of 

Man to decline all thoſe things that are grievous 
and painful to him; and Chriſt having the ame 

r Love 
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Love and Hatred, and Fear that we have, as a 
private Perſon he would manifeſt it at this time, 
3- As acommon and publick 
as our Mediator and Surety ; ſo he was extr 
willing and deſirous to do this great Office of Love 
for us. For ſo it followeth, he ſweetly ſubmitted 
to his Father's Will: Father, not my Will but thine 
be done. Not my Will as a private Perſon, but 
thy Will which is more to a publick Perſon, let 
that be done; twas not in reference to the Work, 
how he ſhould go thorow with it. 
Ay. For his Fears; theſe were not a ſhrinking 
from the Work, but only a natural Conſternation 
and Retirement of the Spirits upon ſo ghaſtly an 
Apprehenſion as he then had of his Father's Wrath 
againſt him for our Sins. When the cold hands 


7 


of Death were put into his Boſom to pluck out his 


Heart, no wonder if there were a ſtruggling, tis 
natural to be moved with things that are nigh. 
Theſe Fears were a part of the Fire in which this 
Sacrifice was to be burnt and offered to God. No 
wonder therefore if the Spirit of the Godhead did 
freely give up the Manhood to be ſcorch'd with 
theſe Fears: Mark 14. 38. The Spirit is willing, but 
tbe Fleſh is weak. The willing Spirit giveth up the 
. Fleſh to this Weakneſs, TT 

3ly. For his Tears, they were ſuch an Irruption 
and Overflow of his Love, a part of that Deluge 
by which he would drown the World of Sin and 
Wickednefſs. „ | 

Divers Inferences may be drawn from hence. 

- Uſe 1. Is Conſolation, and that more generally: | 
Here is Comfort for Believers, for your Faith ta 
feed upon. You may be ſure that God accepted 
Chriſt for you, for he willingly offered himſelf to 
ke a Sacrifice for you; he went as a * 0 
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glavghter, and this Lamb taketh away the Sins of 
the World. You have it twice proclaimed from 
Heaven, that God was well pleafed with Chriſt, 
at his Baptiſm, and at his Transfiguration, A. 
3. 17. and Mat. 17. 5. This is my well-beloved Son 
i whom 1 am well-pleaſed, God is pleaſed in Chriſt 
with you. Your willing Sacrifices are acceptable 
to the Lord; God had no reſpect to Cain and his 
Offering, becauſe twas offered with a grudging 
Mind; the Lord loveth a cheerful Giver ; Chriſt 
gave himſelf cheerfully and willingly for you, 
therefore the Lord loveth him, and loveth you 
for his ſake, Among the Heathens a Sacrifice 
that came unwillingly to the Altar, was thought 
ominous, as when the Beaſt did ſhew much Re- 
lnctance, or did roar, or bleat much: O Chriſti- 
ns, your Sacrifice came willingly, he was not 
bald to the Altar with Rigour, but he went as a 
Lamb to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep that before 
her Shearers is dumb. Go and urge it to God ; 
willing Sacrifices are pleaſing to him: Jeſus Chriſt 
did not offer himſelf with a grudging Mind. 
1 2. More particularly, there is Comfort againſt 
| fad Thoughts about Sin. The great Aggravation 
upon which the Soul doth fo bitterly reflect, is 
the Willingneſs of it, and indeed here lieth much 

of the Evil of Sin. It was that which heightned 
Epbraimy's Guilt, that he willingly walked after the 
Commandment, Hof. 4. 11. that is, fo readily 
complied with Jeroboam's Calves ; and indeed the 
Foulneſs of the Fact is not ſo much to be gathered 
from the Groſſneſs of the Acts of it, as from the 
Propenſion, and Inclination, and Diſpoſition of the 
Heart towards it, and the Fulneſs of the Will to 
it, a deliberate ready giving our ſelves to it. Wil- 
fulneſs in Sin maketh the Heart very fad when it 
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Anſwer to it, you have a willing Saviour : Tho 
there be in you much Reluctancy againſt God's 
Will, and much Readineſs to offend, yet you 
could not be ſo ready to ſin, as Chriſt was willing 
to die for you : With deſire bave I defored to ear the 
P . Howearneſt was he to ſhew his Love! 
Have you felt the Rage of Luſt in your Boſoms? 
Chriſt felt the Rage of Love. He was ſtraitned 
till he were baptized with Blood for your ſakes. 
2 is the true Reflection upon Chriſt, when we 

„ „ op the Mouth of Conſci- 
ence. ſhall condemn ? rn 
Dſſe 2. Is Exhortation to bleſs and 
this was the Endearment of his Love, — 
lingneſs of it. O how much are we indebted to 
him ! The very Argument that Faith uſeth in the 
Heart, is the Willingneſs of Chriſt to ſerve us in 
this buſineſs: Gal. 2. 20. I live by the Faith of the 


- wha who bath loved me, and gave himſelf for 


3. Is Inſtruction. It giveth out divers Leſ- 
fone! for Chriſt's Life is a Praxis of Divinity, and 
the Rules of Religion exemplified. 

1. To ſhew us how we ſhould give up our ſelves 
to the Service of Chriſt, how we ſhould come 
watd We lacorion of our fabves and Duties, 


and ſtead, and for our ſakes. And there- 


fore 


cometh to ſee it. But bleſſed be God here is ay 
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fore we hou ve up our ſelves to him. The 
Scripture] often of the Free · will offering 
of the Saints : Pſal. 119. 108. Accept I beſeech thee 

the Free-will- offering of my Mouth, O Lord. Pfal.110. 
3 They ſhall be u willing Prople i the day of thy fas. 
&. Bernard ſaith, Lord, I will willingly ſacrifice my 


| ſelf to thee, becauſe then ver willingly ſacrificed for 


me. Chriſt was ſacrificed willingly, not for his 

own Gain, but your Benefit ; and will you not 
up your ſelves to God, when "tis better you 

daa be given to him than left to your ſelves ? 

2. It — us what we ſhould do in all our 
Suit, Wants and Calamities that befal us; the 
Saints are as Lambs in the midſt of Wolves. Luke 
10.3, Shew your ſelves Lambs in Suffering, as well 
3s like Lambs in Danger, not like Swine that 
whine and yell. You ſhould not open your Mouth 
againſt God; do not pleaſe your own carnal Mind 
- . murmuring, but rather reſign up your ſelves to 

God's Diſpoſal; this is ſome hat hard to do: the 

+ Saints have been troubled with carnal Reaſonings, 
28 Job, and David, and Jeremy, and Habakkuk. 
But learn of a higher Inſtance, „ "Jeſus Chriſt, who 
tho innocent, did not murmur under his Suffer- 
ings, but bore all with a ready and willing Pati- 
ence. O therefore yield up your ſelves to God 
with great Patience, both in Life and Death. 
3. It teacheth us not to uſe reviling and threat- 

oi Words to Men. You may be ſo 
was Chriſt : He was more innocent than you can 
be, for tis impoſſible but ſomething of the Fleſh 
will difcover it ſelf in us; but what a ſad thing is 


; it to ſce the People of God a railing Accuſa- 
tion againſt others? Conſider, Chriſt opened not 


his Mouth, but went as a Lamb fo the Slaughter, 
and as a Sheep that before her Shearers is dumb. 


The 
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The Eighth Verk. 


He was taken from Priſon and from Judgment; 
and who (hall declare his Generation ? for he 


be Land of the Living, for 
= oo herd of my . wat he Aries 


E now come to the third Defence, to 
take off the Scandal of Chriſt's Mean- 
neſs and Sufferings; and that is taken 
from the glorious Iſſue and End of theſe Suffer- 
ings. It was an ignominious Death, but there 
followed a glorious Reſurrection: He was not de- 
tained and holden of Death, he got clear of it, 
and then lived for ever. The Text ſaith, He was 
taten from Priſon, and from Judgment, &c. 
There is ſcarce a Verſe in the Scripture that 
hath been ſo variouſly expounded as this hath 
deen, not only by * but by the ſame Men. 
Scarce a Man hath agreed with himſelf poſitively 
todetermine of the Senſe of it, the Phraſes look- 
ing fo many ſeyeral ways. However, Difficulty 
provoketh Endeavours. According as 1 appre- 
hend them, you may divide them into two Parts. 
1. The Scandal it ſelf laid down in the molt 
_ aggravating Terms, Priſon, Judgment, cutting off 
— the Land of the living, and a Stroke upon him 
for Tranſgreſſion; as if the Prophet had ſaid, Grant 


all that you will charge upon him, Priſon, Judg- 


ment, Strokes, cutting off, expreſs it the worſt 


you can, all this will not impeach the * 
of his Excellency. 


. We 
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2. We have the Defence in other terms ; He 
was taken from thoſe things, and who ſhall declare bis 
Generation ? If you think tis not enough to ſay 
that he died for others, and that he was ſtricken 
for the Tranſgreſſion of my People, yet he did 
not as every Man that dieth for others, he periſh- 
ed not in this Expreſſion of his Love as others do; 
he was taken from Priſon, and from Judgment, 
and now liveth gloriouſly. There are two things 
ia the Defence. 

(r.) His Reſurrection, he was taken from Pri- 
ſon and from judgment; he got out from under 
* 

(2.) His Life and Duration in that State, Vo 
ſhall declare bis Generation 2 Thele are the Parts, 
which will be the better made out to you by going 
over the Phraſes, as they lie in the Order of the 
1 clearing this Scripture from a wrong 
Sente. 
1. He was taken from Priſon and from Judgment. 
Theſe Words have been varioully tranſlated, and 
variouſly expounded. Some read, by Priſon and 
"udzment be was taken away; but that doth not 
ſute with the Scope : Others, after Diſtreſs and 


it may be taken 
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vec, &c. In bis Humiliation bis 


the ſame Words ; for in or after his Humiliation 
his Judgment was taken away, when he was taken 
from it, in the middle of Death he was a Con- 
queror. Others now follow our reading, and 
give the Senſe thus; He was taken from Priſon and 
Judgment to the Croſs ;, as ſoon as bound and con- 
demned, preſently crucified. But that miſtaketh 
the Senſe, and the following Words ſhew 'tis 
wrong, for they declare the Glory of his Reſur- 
rection, as theſe do his Reſurrection. 

Thus for the different Opinions. The true 
Senſe briefly is, That Chriſt was taken and aſſu- 
med into Glory from the Prifon of the Grave. 
Priſon is taken metaphorically for any Diſtreſs, ot 


was paſt upon him by God and Men : By God as 


our Surety, condemning, him in our ſtead ; by | 


Men in an unjuſt and violent way. Thus after 
much traverſing the variety of Senſes, | find this 
to be beſt and moſt approved. TE 
. It followeth, Who ſhall declare bis Generation ? 
The Seventy, and Zuke out of them have it, . 
Jeriey avrs vi SnprorTa; Who fhall declare bis 
Generation? Some apply this to his eternal Gene- 
ration, as the Fathers generally do, as if the Scan- 
dal of his Miſery were excuſed by that: Others 
to his Incarnation, who can declare it how he was 
begotten of the Virgin? But theſe are wide of the 
Nope, and the word will not bear it. Others re- 
fer it to the Wickedneſs of that Age, who can 
tell it? O the Wickedneſs of ſuch a Generation, 
who would put to Death ſuch an innocent Perſon 
as the Meſſiah ? Who can declare the 1 


* 


Judgment was ta- 
den away for that place hath the Senſe, tho not 


perly for the Priſon of the | 
Grave, and that Judgment and Condemnation that , 


J 2 — i \ nite noe £2. £2. 29h 1, OT — E < = 


© | the People of this Generation But that is but 


the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah 30; 


a wreſting the Place, and a harſhiSenſe. Others 
more properly interpret it thus, Who ſhall de-. 
dare his Generation, that is, He Nome 
of thoſe Converts that ſhall be 2 to him, 
| Race or lIſſue that ſhall come of the Goſpe 1? Re 
dat is the Matter of another Verſe, and fuch a 
| thing is never expreſſed by dor or parte, __ 
2 dut by other words. The Senſe is then, 
declare his Generation, that is, his 2 * or 
ration : dor is often for that, and cu too, 
— 13. 36. David after be bad ſerved ata, his 
Age, or bis Generation, be fell aſlſeey. The like in 
other places. So that the meaning is, tho he were 
| a ſhort time under Diſtreſs and Judgment, ſome 
tuo or three days; yet when he was taken from it, 


| who ſhall declare his Generation, who ſhall be a- 


Ae to count the Number of his Age, or the Date 
gf that Time? You may eaſily count the Number 
of a Man's Age, and the Date of his Generation: 
Plal. 90. 10. The Days of our Tears are Threeſcore 
Tears and ten. But who can tell thoſe many thou- 
ſands of thouſands of Years, thoſe end leſs Ages that 
for ever Chriſt ſhall live? You can tell David's or 
Job's Generation, but can you tell his? Theirs 

z ſoon reckoned, but who can Bod out a Sum that 
en reach Eternity? Thus for this Phraſe. 

23. It followeth, For be was cut off out of the Land 
4 fe nine» for, or tho he were cut off; that is, 
tho be were by a violent Death cut off; yet be al 
wry Ly L 2 9 

Dave a a ing Age. Jou 
take the Particle cauſally, as we render it 73 
bere is a double Reaſon, he was but cut off as 
| a Slip, and it was not for onn Sins; and 

therefore there is reaſon why ſhould not 


carry 
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carry under it: This will appear in the Expoſtti- 


Plants or Trees, that do not fall down of their 
own accord, but are ſlipped and plucked off. The 
ſame Metaphor is uſed, Dan. 9. 25: The Meſſiah is 
cut off, but not for bimſeif. To which Metaphor 
Chriſt himſelf ſeemeth to allude, Lute 23. 31. r 
if they do theſe things in the green Tree, what ſhall be 


be taken off, who was cut off as a green Tree, 
and not planted again, was taken from the Land 
of the Living, that is from living and converſing 
here upon Earth: and 'tis ſo called, both by way 


of oppoſition to the Land of the Dead, or the 


Grave; and by a condeſcenſion of the Spirit of 
God to our Weakneſs, becauſe we count that 
none live but thoſe that are betore us. This Phraſe 
is often uſed : Pfal. 27. 13. I bad fainted unleſs ] 
bad believed, to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lor4 in the 
Land of the living. So Iſa. 38. 13. I ſhall not ſee 
the Lord, even the Lord, inthe Land of the living. 


ſtricten; or, by the Tranſgreſſion, by the Wick - 
edneſs of Iſrael. He bringeth in God ſpeaking it, 
as taking notice of their Sin: Acts 2. 13. Him be- 
ing delivered by tbe determinate Counſel of God, have 
Ze taken, and by wicked bands have crucified and flain. 
You may take both; tis like this may be the 
Scripture Paul meaneth, when he 


Chriſt died Sins to the * 
5 _ our according 0 5 the 


good. The Sum of 
That tho Jeſus Chriſt was ſo cruelly 
fully handled for our Sins, yet at 


taken from all this Suffe and r 
ever with God in Glory. 


on. He was cat off, is a Metaphor taken from 


done in a dry 2 The meaning is, if Chriſt himſelf. 


ö 


4. And for the Tranſgreſſion of my People was he | 


faith, 1 Cor. 15. 3. 
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Many Points may be rais'd from theſe words; 
bot having promiſed only to hint at the main 
things in theſe following Verſes, I ſhall take no- 
tice but of theſe few. 

DoR. 1. That by the Divine Appointment tbere was 
4 formal Proceſs againſt Chriſt. He was made guil- 
ty, he was caft into Priſon, he was condemned. 
Sin was tranſlated upon him in the former Verſes. 
Here God had him to Priſon, and let all his Diſ- 
treſſes come upon bim; and ſo the Grave eſpeci- 
ally he was condemned to, there was Judgment 
paſt upon bim. And therefore the next time ou 
ſee your Surety without Sin, here you ſee him as 
under your Sin in Miſery and [:iſtreſs; Heb. 9 28. 
Chriſt was once offered ts tear the Sins of many, and 
unto them that look for bim be ſhall atpear the ſecond 
time without Sin unto Salvation. 

What Comfort is there for Believers in this, to 
upport and ſtrengthen their Faith ? 
* 2. In that whatſoever ſhould be done to them, 

is done to Chriſt in their ſtead. Tis Comfort 
that Chriſt hath made full Satisfaction, that he 
hath been in Priſon, and under Judgment for our 
fakes. God will not exact twice of Chriſt and 
jou too. 3 
2. It yieldeth them Inſt ruction as weil as Com- 


port, not to think it much if they be impriſoned, 


and be under judgment for Chriſt's ſake : Chriſt 
bath been ſo for theirs, and you may be glad you 
ate conformed to your Head. Luke 21. 12. Chriſt 
told the Apoſtles, They ſhall lay their Hands on you, 

and perſecute you, delivering you tip tothe Synagogues, 
and into Priſons, being brought before Kings and 
Malers for my Names ſake. So it may be with you, 
dat remember he was taken from Priſon and from 


dgment. 3 
X 3. Chriſt 
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3. Chriſt had a long Reign for a ſhort Death: 
Chriſt's Glory was in the midſt of his Suffer ings, 
in his Humiliation, that is, when moſt humbled: 
Chriſt did not recover Glory till in the Priſon of 
the Grave. We can eaſily count the time of his 


Suffering, but his Generation who can declare? 


2 Cor. 4. 17. This light Affliction which is but for a 
Moment, worketh for us 4 far more exceeding and e- 


an Expreſſion greater than the Truth, will not 
declare the Glory. Hyperboles of Hyperboles 


are not high enough: Who can declare his Gene- 


ration ? 
4. Thoſe that are cut off from the I and of the 
living, may live again to Glory. So the Church, 


when buried as it were under its Ruins, there will 


be a Reſurrection; and therefore the Glory of the 
Churches is called the firſt Reſurrett:on, Rev. 20. 
Death is but a tranſplanting to Glory to the God- 
ly, they are but a Slip taken off from an earthly 
Root, that God may ſet them in the Field of Glo- 
ry. Alas, this Life is nothing to the Ape and 


Generation that we ſhall have with Chriſt in Hea- | 


Death. 

F. All Chriſt's Suffer ings were from Men or by 
Men; if there be any thing ſhameful in the Croſs, 
blame the Jews for it, and your ſelves for it: 
Many blame the Jews, and are ready to fly in their 


ven; a Man may dic, and yet be faved from 


Faces; but do you blame your ſelves ? Tis hard 
to know which is meant, by the Tranſgreſſion of my. 


People, or for or of my People. God would have us 
reflect upon both: Chriſt that died for the Sins of 
Men, was taken away by the Sins of Men, that fo 
he might at the ſame time diſcover his perſonal 
fnnocency, and aſſumed Guilt, 


6. Op- 


ternal weight of Glory, An Hyperbole, which is | 
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6. Oppreſſed Innocency will get clear again; 
Who ſhall declare bis Generation ? for be was cut off 

out of the a 2 living, F 
my People. Twas not a juſt Debt in regard of 
Men, and therefore not a laſting Death ; Toad it 
was not for any fault of his own: It plainly hint- 
eth the unexpected Reſtitution of Glory to the 
People of God in their greateſt Humiliation, their 
Judgment is taken away; God can never come 
with Help too late, but Men can. In his Humili- 
ation, in his Judgment, Chriſt ſheweth the mean- 
ing of that Riddle, Tbo be kill me, yet I will truſt in 
him. There may be Victory in Death: the Mat- 
ter is never paſt Help with God ; Jonas in the 
Whale's Belly was recovered. We can never 
fink below Hope and Prayer. Our Intereſt thrives 
| beſt many times when the Caſe is dead and deſpe- 
ate as to all Appearance. 
Theſe things having deen obſerved, I now come 
to the main things intended in the Text, and that 
is the Glory of the Reſurrection, and the Durati- 
on and Continuance of that Glory. 

The Points are two. 

1. That the Lord Feſus was taken from Priſon and 
from Judgment, i. e. He roſe again out of the Pit 
4 Oiltreks, to which he was condemned for our 

es. 
2. That Chriſt being riſen, liveth a numberleſs date 
of Tears, even for ever with God in Glory. 

Theſe two Points then, the Reſurrection of 
| Chriſt, and the Life of Chriſt ; the firſt is from 
| that Clauſe, He was taken from Priſon and, from 

Judgment ; the other from that, Who can declare 
bis Generation 2 | 
[ begin with the firſt Point, That the Lord Feſus 

vas taken from Priſon, 2 from Judgment, and y 


* 
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ont of the Pit of Diſtreſs, to which be was condemned 
fur our ſakes. He was taken from Prifon and from 
Judgment; he did rife as Mediator, and could not 
chuſe but riſe ; he was not ſuffered to miſcarry in 
it: The Scriptures teſtity abundantly, that he 
roſe again; 1Cor. 15. 3, 4. That be died for our Sins, 
and roſe again the third day, according tothe Scvip- 
tures. And in other places, that he ought to riſe 
again; Luke 24. 46. And thus it 'behoved Chriſt to 


ſuffer, and to riſe from the Dead the therd day. This 


Chriſt proveth out of the Scriptures. 

Theretore | ſhall ſhew you, 1. Why he roſe „by 
Reaſons reflecting upon the eſſicĩent Cauſe. 2. Why 
he ought to riſe, refletting upon the final Cauſes 
and Ends of (God and Chriſt in it tor our Good. 

1ſt. 1 ſhall ſhew you why he roſe, giving you 
the Reaſons for it; as, 

1, His own Prayer: Chriſt's Prayers were all 
granted, but eſpecially thoſe that were put forth 
with ſuch Vehemency and itrong pouring out of 
his Sou! to his Father : He prayed for it with a 
great deal of holy Fear, that he might not miſ- 
carry in the Work. Therefore he was taken from 
Priſon and from judgment. The Apoſtle faith, 
Heb. 5. 7. He was beard in that he Foes He of- 
fered up Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong Crying 
and Tears, unto bim that was able to ſave him from 
Death. He did not ſo much pray, that he might 
not die, as that he might be ſaved from Death; 
that having taken fo much Guilt upon him, he 
might not fink under it. 


2. God's Power was put forth upon his Prayer 


to ſupport him: He had a Father to look after 

him, whoſe Tenderneſs would not let him leave 

Chriſt ia the Grave, nor ſuffer his holy One to ſee 

12 And therefore the — : 
1 
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| cariſt is applied to God the Father ; as here in 


the Text, He was taken from Priſon and from Judg- 
ment. And Ads 2. 24. OE bath raiſed up, 
ing looſed the Pains of Deatb, becauſe it was not 
poſſible he ſhould be holden of it. He helped the Grave 
to disburden her elf, ealing it ot its Pangs and 
Throws. Rom. 8. 11. But if the Sjyrit of him that 
_ raiſed up Fefus from the dead dwell in you, &c. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh of a mighty Power of God, that 


Þ} is of God the Father, which wrought in Chriſt 


when he raited him from the dead, Epheſ. 1. 20. 
God the Father put forth his Power to take off the 
Pains of Death, and the Chains of the Grave. 

3. There was the Power of his own Godhead ; 
he had in himſelf a divine Vertue to quicken his 
Body. I diltingviſh this from the former, becauſe 
God did not only raiſe Chrilt, but he raifed him-. 
ſelf fo as his Reſurrection might be a Diſcovery of 
his Godhead. And theretore you ſhail find in 


Scripture, that he is not only faid to be raiſed by 


the Power of God, but by himſelf, by his own 


| Perſon: As 2. 24. He hoſed the Pains of Death. 


' becauſe it was not poſſible be ſbould be holden of it. 
The Grave was to give up this hot Morſel, as a 
Man that hath ſwallowed down a hot bit was not 
able to hold it. The Scriptures do not only af- 
cribe the Reſurrection to God the Father, but to 
the Godhead of the Son too: John 10. 17. I lay 
down my Life, that I may take it again. The words 
ſpeak of Chriſt's taking up his Life by his own 
Power : He fo laid down his Life, that he might 
reaſſume it again by his own Power. bis ſaid, 
2 Cor. 13. 4. That tho be was crucified through Weak- 
neſs, yet be liveth by the Power of God: For we are 
weak in him, but we ſhall live with him by the Power 
of God toward you. And 'tis very like that Ex- 
Oe X 3 preſſion 
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preſſion of St. Peter, 1 Pet. 3. 18. Put to Death i 
the Fleſh, but quickned by the Spirit. The Apoſtles 
Scope in that place gf the Corinthians is to prove, 
that Chriſt and Chriltians are both alike in ſome 
reſpects: there is viable Weakneſs, and inward 
Power ; he died through viſible Weakneſs : that 
which you could fee in him was Man's Form, and 
ſo he was crucified ; that which was not ſeen was 
| his Divinity, through the Power of which he liv. 
eth. His Reſurrection was a glorious Inſtance 
and Manifeſtation of his own Godhead. 

2dly. For what end Chriſt was raifed : And 
here that I may ſhew Believers the Fountain of 
their Com why it ought to be that Chriſt 
ſhould be raiſed from the dead, ſince all the Com- 
fort of the Soul dependeth upon his getting above 


the Grave, and ſhaking the Powers of Death; I 


will here a little refreſh your Spirits with the Wa- 
ter of this Well-ſpring of Salvation; I will draw 
it up, and pour it forth in three Conſiderations : 
In regard of a moral Neceſſity, which I call Con- 


veniency; the Good that we attain by Chriſt's i 
getting the upper hand of the Grave; and the 


Confirmation of our Souls in all the Benefits of his 
Purchaſe, for without his Reſurrection they had 
been nothing to us. 5 hs 

1. Generally the Reſurrection is made to be the 
chiefeſt Ground of Comfort to Chriſtians in the 
Scripture ; and therefore you ſhall find in Scrip- 
ture, that this is made the great Article: Rom. 


10. 9. H thou (halt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord | 


| Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine Heart that God bath 
raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Mark, 
that is put as the main thing of Chriſtianity, that 
God hath raiſed him from the dead: 2 Tim. 2. 8. 


Remember that Jeſus Chriſt of the Seed of David was 
Eemeraber thas Jeſus ＋* 


enen 


an 2 „ 


ver. 8. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 

ſed from the dead according to my Goſpel. Above 
2 we muſt —_— that, and preſs 
that as if it were the Life of all Religion. Re- 
member Chriſt is raiſed from the dead. And 


| therefore it was an uſual Salutation among the 


Chriſtians, the Lord is riſen. The Apoſtle maketh 
the Triumph of Faith chiefly to ariſe from this, 
Chriſt's Reſurrection; Rom. 8. 34- bo is be that 
condemneth 2 It is Chriſt that died; yea rather that 
en again. If Chriſt had not riſen, there would 
be but poor Comfort to Believers: 1 Cor. 15. 14. 
If Che iſt be not riſen, then is our Preaching vain, and 
Faith is alſo vain. All would be to no pur- 
poſe without this great Seal and Confirmation : 
'Tis a Point of fo great Importance, that tis ge- 
nerally made the Corner-ſtone in Religion, the 

main Hinge upon which Goſpel-Comfort hangs. 
- More particularly to ſhew you the Benefits 

ot ic. 
(i.) All your ſpiritual Enemies are ſubdued: 
Eph. 4. 8. ben be aſcended up on bigh, be led Caps 
tivity captive - that is, thoſe things that uſually 
captivate the Spirits of Chriſtians, they were 
forced to ſet off the Triumph of Chriſt's Aſcen- 
fon ; he ſeized upon the Spoils at his Reſurrection, 
| and rid in Triumph at his Aſcenſion to Glory. 
Death is unſtinged ; Death ſhall be ſerved as Ha- 
man, when it thinketh to hurt Believers, and 
ſhall honour them as he did Aordecai; you may 
die, but you are ſaved from Death; 1 Cor. 15.55. 
O Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, where is thy 
Vitory ? It followeth, Thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the Victory through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. You 
| can no more be held of the Grave, than Chriſt 
could be holden thereby. Hell is unarmed and 
ſubdued, and the Powers of Darkueſs triumphed 
2 X 4 over, 
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over. Tho the Devil muſtereth Temptations 
againſt you, you can ſee all conquered by Faith in 
Chriſt's Reſur rect ion. Your Life is bid with Chriſt, 
Then for Sin, that is ſubdued, Chriſt gave it its 
Death's Wound upon the Croſs ; and at his Re. 
ſurrection got above it. Then tor the World, 
remember what Chriſt ſays, John 16. 33. Fear not 
little Flock, I baue overcome the World : that is, ſo 
conquered and triumphed over the World, that 
it ſhall not hurt them. As for the Devil, he trod 
him under Foot, and fo ſhall Chriſtians ſhortly, 
| Rom. 16. 20. The God of Peace ſhall tread Satan un- 
der our Feet ſhortly. 
(2.) All ſpiritual Bleſſings are procured for us: 


The Bleſſedne(s of a Chriſtian lieth in theſe three | 


Things, in Pardon, Grace, and Glory; in Juſti- 


fication, Sanctiſication, and Glorification : And | 


all theſe are confirmed by Chriſt's being riſen, and 
taken from Priſon and from Judgment. 

1. For Pardon or Juſtification. If any one Sin 
had remained unſatisfied for, Chriſt could not 
have riſen; every Sin muſt be expiated with 
Death; Rom. 6. 23. The Wages of every Sin t5 
Death. And Chriſt would fulhl every tittle of the 


Law, fat. 5. 18. But ſeeing he is got free, you 


may be ſure he hath paid the Wages of every 
Sin; 1 Cor, 15. 17. If Chriſt be not riſen, your Faith 
c Vain, ye are yet in your Sins. While the Surety 
is in Priſon, *tis a ſign the Debt is not ſatisſied; 
but your Surety is taken from Priſon and from 
Judgment. Be of good Comfort, all is paid: 
Kom. 4. 25. Who was delivered for our Offences, and 
was raiſed again for our Juſtification. God had 


him to Priſon for the Debt of the Creatures, and 
toołk him from Priſon and from Judgment for their 
Comfort, and that Ley might be perſwaded of his 


Satisfaction. 2. For 


« tt 6% % * ., \ Bo was 


Y 
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2. For the Grace of Sanctiſication; he roſe, that 
he might purchaſe the Spirit to raiſe us from the 
Death of Sin to the Lite of Grace : Rom. 6. 4. 
That like as Cbriſt was rar!fed up from the dead by the 
Glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in 
Newneſs of Life. By the ſame Glory of the Fa- 
ther both is done, that is, by the fame glorious 
Power that raiſed Jeſus from the dead: Phil. 3. 10. 
The Apoſtle ſpeaketh of the Power of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection, that is, the Virtue that goeth out 


from it unto Believers. 


3. Glorification : Chriſt roſe before vs to open 
the way; and therefore he is called the fiſt Fruits 
of them that ſlept, 1 Cor. 15. 20. Others riſe as a 
lingle Far of Corn, but Chriſt as the firſt Fruits. 
The firſt Fruits were conſecrated in lieu of all the 
reſt; ſo is Chriſt in your ſtead : Cal. 1.18. Chriſt 
is called the fir/t- born from the dead; that is, the 
chiefeſt, and one that roſe for vs all: The firſt 


that entred into Heaven as a common Perſon. 


There was a Reſurrection of ſome before the Glo- 
rification of Chriſt's Body, but he was the firſt- 
born that ſtood for all; Heb. 6. 20. Whither the 
Fore-· runner is for us entred. Jefus Chriſt is our 
Fore-runner, his Reſurrection doth make way for 
us to riſe after him; he is our Harbinger, that's 
gone betore. | 

(3.) Conſider what ſpecial thing there is in the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt above the other Acts of 
the Mediator ſhip, ſince the Scripture layeth fa 
much weight upon it. What is it, that it contri- 
butes to the Comfort of Chriſt ians above his 
Death ? It will be neceſſary to enquire after that, 
becauſe the Scripture ſpeaketh ſo much of this 
Circumſtance, the Reſurrection of Chriſt from 
the dead. 
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T anſwer, 1ff. By way of Confirmation : It con. 
firmeth the Heart in the expectation of Salvation 
by Chriſt. By this ir appeareth, that the whole 
Contrivance of Salvation was a true thing ; you 
have God's Seal for it. It therefore confirmeth 
the Heart in two things, 2 
1. The Perſon of Chriſt: And, 2. The CA. 
of Chriſt, upon which all hangeth. 

1. The Perſon of Chriſt, there can be no great- 
er Proof of his Divinity than the Reſurrection: 

1 Pet. 1. 21. bo hy bim do believe in God that raiſed 
bim up from the dead, and gave bim Glory, that yow | 
Faith and Hope might be in God. And indeed there | 
our Faith beginneth upon Chriſt's being God: 
As Peter ſaith, Tour Faith is built on God. Well 


then, here is God's Seal to the Heart, about the | 


Perſon of the.Meſſiah : Rom. 1. 4. Declared to be 
the Son of God with Power, according to the Spirit of 
Holineſs, by the Reſurrection from the Dead. There 
the Caſe was plainly and mightily decided that he 
was fo, ſo as no Man could contradict it: Truly 


All were forced to ſay ſo by this Inſtance. $o 
Ads 1 3. 33. he is ſaid to be begotten of the Father 
He proveth it there to be at his Reſurrection, that 
is, declarative, then it was evidently ſhewn that hy 
was begotten of the Father, Well then, tho the 
Mercies of Pardon, Grace and Glory were me- 
rited by other Acts of the Mediatorſhip, yet they 
are confirmed and ſealed by this, becauſe this efta- 
bliſheth the Soul in the Ground of it, in the 
Truth of the Perſon of Chriſt. Hae 
2. It ſealeth to us the Truth of his Office, that 
this was he that was ſealed to be Mediator. When 
the Jews taxed Chriſt for Uſurpation, he would 
confirm his Office to them by no other ſign _ 
| Refur- 


this was the Son of God, as the Centurion cried. | 


ver. 8. the 53d Chapter of Tfaiah. 315 
| Reſurreftion: Mat. 12. 39. A evil and adulterou 
— after « Sign, and there ſhall no Sign 
be given to it, but the Sign of the Jonas : 
| that is, that which anſwereth to the Type of Jo- 
| nas; and what was that bur his lying three Day 
and three Nights in the Grave, and riſing again? 
As if Chriſt had ſaid, If you will have a Miracle 
and a Seal from Heaven, that's all I will give you. 
So you ſhall ſee upon another in the 2d 
of John, when the Jews ſaw him authoritatively 
purging the Temple, and acting as an extraordi- 
| nary Perſon; ver. 18. What Sign ſheweſt thou unto 
| us, ſeeing that thou doſt theſe things ? What Confir- 
mation haſt thou from Heaven to be the Meſſiah, 
that thou takeſt vpon thee to reform the Temple ? 
Ver. 19. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, De- 
ſtroy this Temple, and in three days I will raiſe it up; 
meaning the Temple of his Body, ver. 21. There 
was all the Sign he would give them, viz. his Re- 
ſurrection; this was the moſt proper Confirmati- 
| onof his Office. | 
2dly. There is ſomething by way of Evidence, 
tis a clearing and juſtifying of the Merits of 
| Chriſt. The Benefits purchaſed by his Death are 
| evidenced to us in his Reſurrection; God muſt not 
| only be ſatisfied, but it muſt be diſcovered to the 
World, that God was fully fatisfied, or elſe we 
ſhould remain under Doubts and Perplexities ſtill. 
Now the Reſurrection of Chriſt is the full diſco- 
very of that Satisfaction that is made by his Death. 
This is that that the fallen Creature hath to ſhew 
for it, that God was ſatisfied, even Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection. You know among Men, when they 
pay Debts, they look that the Book be cancelled, 
| and that they have an Acquittance to ſhew, if 
| they ſhould be challenged that the Debt pad. 
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Now what have you to anſwer the Chal. 
What. have you to ſhew Satan when he 


- 


e? | 
2 you before Gad? Why, by Chriſtg 


Reſurreftion you may even challenge the Chal. 
| lenger : Rom. 8. 34. Who is be that condemneth ? 1 
is Chriſt that died, yea rather. that is riſen again. 
Why ſhould God let him out of Priſon, it he had 
not paid the utmoſt Farthing ? He was taken from 
Priſon and from judgment: It Chriſt had been 
fill in the Priſan of the Grave, you muſt have 
looked for another Surety that mult make up his 
Defects, and ſatisfy where he could not. f Chris 
be not riſen, ye ave yet in your Sins; Ve have nothing 
to ſhew for your Diſcharge : How could you have 
anſwered Satan then, if your Surety had miſcar- 
ried ? Thus by way of Evidence. 
3dly. Something by way of Pledg to us. By 
Chriſt's Reſurr ect ion God giveth us a Pawn and 
Earneſt, as it were, that we may expect the rai- 
ling of our own Bodies. You may plead it to 
God, and yeu may argue it for your ſelves to 
God; Chriſt is raiſed, therefore raiſe me. And 
to your ſelves, Therefore ſhall I be raiſed, be- 
cauſe Chriſt was raiſed. Chriſt was acquitted from 
Sins, and received into Glory : Therefore Lord, 
for his ſake acquit me from my Sins. Or ſhall l 
fay, this is a Pledg to us, that our Perſons ſhall 
be raiſed, juſtified, ſanctified, glorified, becauſe | 
our Head is raiſed ? The Apoſtle thinketh it is a 
good Argument to prove the Reſurrection of our. 
Bodies by the Reſurrection cf Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
15. And 1 Thef]. 4. 14. For if we believe that Jeſus 
died and roſe again, even ſo them aiſo that fleep in 
Jeſus will God bring with bim. The meaning is, 
that Chriſt's ReſurreQion dath not only manifeſt a 
Poſſibility, but a Neceſſity of our riſing with vi, 
| God 


* 
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God hath in him given you an earneſt of the Re- 
ſurrection, fo as through Chriſt you may humbly 

challenge it at his hands; Lord, I believe thou 
wilt raiſe me to Life everlaſting. The Wicked 
riſe by the general Power of God, but Chriſtians 
riſe with reference to Chriſt's Reſurrection, that 

| was a Pledg to them of theirs. And therefore 

tis obſervable, that preſently upon the Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt's Body, there followed the Re- 
ſurrection of the Bodies of ſome of the Saints, 
that it might not only be a Pledg, but that we 

| might look upon it as a Pledg to us: Mat. 27. 

| 52,53. And the Graves were opened, and many Bo- 

| dies of Saints which' ſlept aroſe, and came out of their 

| Graves after bis Reſurrection, and went into the holy 

City, and appeared to many. There the Virtue 

wrought immediately, that others of God's Peo- 

ple might look for it, and the reſt of Chriſt's my- 

| ftical Body expect their turn; not only the Head, 

| but ſome of the Members roſe too. Therefore 

| here is our Comfort, becauſe *tis the great Pledg 

| and Earneſt that God hath given to the Saints, 

| namely, that as it was done to Chriſt, ſo they 

may expect it ſhall be done to them. 
4thly. Something you may expect by way of 

Influence. Every Well of Salvation hath its pro- 

per Stream, and every thing in a Believers Heart 

hangs and depends upon ſome proportionable 
thing in Chriſt Jeſus ; our Death to Sin upon his 

Death, our Lite upon his Life, our Holineſs upon 

his Holineſs : John 17. 19. For their ſakes I ſan@ify 

my ſelf, that they may be ſan@ified through the Truth. 

For whatever Chriſt had in himſelf as Mediator, 

he had it and did it for us. So that from theſe 

ſpecial things, there is ſpecial cauſal Influence on 
the Hearts of Believers : As from the Reſurrecti- 
„ 


- 
* 
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on of Chriſt our Reſurrection; from his Death 
the Death of Sin to the Life of G 
Life of Glory. There is cauſal Influence from 
Chriſt's Reſurrection upon our Hearts, which is 
the Donation of the Spirit of God, upon this Ad 


of Chriſt's Reſurrection, to raiſe us to Grace _ : 


Glory. 

To be be 
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and Influence of it, that paſſeth into our Hearts 

_— ering of Sin, and begetting the new 
the raiſing us to Glory. 

* is another Benefit you are to expett 
by way of Influence, from the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, even the Gift of the Spirit to conform you 
to your Head. Chriſt by his Reſurrection 
made a Fountain of ſupernatural Life, will ſend 
out vital Influence. Wait for it then, he will re- 
new and heal you, ad he with corty ca the Wak 
to the Perfection of Glory. Head and Members 
muſt be conformable, as far as the Model of the 
Creatures will permit. Therefore as ſure as Chriſt 


CRE 20 Ws 1 Pet. 1. 
lively Hope by the ReſurreGion of 


here, and to Heaven hereafter. That you may 
22 

ls Labour to get your Union with Chriſt clear- 
ed to you. The paſſing out of Virtue and Influ- 
ence from Chriſt depends upon that, the Head 
doth not guide and act foreign Members. O fay 
then, if I were ſure of my — with Chriſt, ! 
ſhould have this rich ie As the Woman 
ſaid, Mat. 9. 21. If I might but touch the Hem of bis 
Garment, „ bebo. wg The leaſt Evidence 
of an Intereſt and Union with Chriſt, would fill 
us with wonderful Comfort. 


2. Value 


e, or to the 


2 cometh from the Vir- 


is riſen, you ſhall be raiſed with him to Holineſs 


— 


for every need; Chriſt died for Sin, that you 
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2. Value it, think ic worthy of the beſt of your 
Endeavours, and your greateſt Self-denial ; Phil. 
3.10. That I may know bim, and the Power of bis 
Reſurredtion, and the Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, being 
made conformable to his Death. 

Now this appeareth to be from the Reſurrecti- 
on of Chriſt tor theſe three Reaſons, from its 
Icfluence : 

1. Becauſe this is the moſt proportionable and 
ſutable Act in the Creatures: and I take it for a 
- ſpiritual Principle, that every AQ of Grace hath 
a neceſſary Dependance upon that Work of Chriſt 
| that is moſt ſutable to it. Obſerve it Chriſtians, 
Faith is mightily helped when you know that ſpe- 
cial Well. head to which you muſt repair for the 
Refreſhment of your Spirit in every Exigence. 
'Tis not enough to know in the general, that 
Chriſt muſt do all for you, and that he is the Foun- 
tain of all Mercies, but you muſt know particu- 
larly what is the Spring of your Comfort on ſuch 
and ſuch a needful occaſion. In times of Know- 
ledg God will have our Thoughts more explicite; 
and if you obſerve ir, you will find that general 
and indiſtin& Conſiderations do not work fo ef- 
fectually to the ſtabliſhing of the Spirit. God 
would have you to ſee the Proviſion he hath made 


might die to Sin; and Chriſt roſe to Glory, that 
you might riſe to Grace and Glory. The Depen- 
dance and louking up of the Creature, muſt be 
to the moſt ſutable Act and Work of the Meſſiah : 
whole Chriſt carrieth in himſelf the compleat 
Work of our Salvation; and the ſeveral Acts and 
Conditions of Chriſt are proportioncd to the ſe- 
| Veral Acts and Conditions of Salvation. 


2. Be- 
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2. Becauſe the ſame Power that raiſed Chriſt 
raiſeth us from Death to Life: And therefore 


clearly ſuch Infivence is from the Reſurrection of 


Chriſt, This is evidenced in many places of 
Scripture; Col. 2. 12. Jou are riſen with him throws 
the Faith of the Operation of God, who bath raiſed hum 


from the dead. is the fame Operation of God. 
The meaning of that place is, that the Life of 


Faith was created in our Sonls by the ſame Al. 
mighty Efficacy of God by which Jefas Chriſt was 
raiſed from the dead. For the Apoſtle proveth 
three things there: That whoever is in Chriſt, is 
riſen from Death to Life; and that this riſing js 
by Faith; and that this Faith is wrought by the 
ſame Power that raifed Jeſus from the dead. See 
another place, Eph. 1. 19, 20. And what is the ex. 
ceedmg Greatneſs of bis Power to us-ward who believe 
according to the working of his mighty Power, which 
ke wrought in Chriſt when be raiſed bim from the dead. 


It was the ſame Power, becauſe it was the ſame 


Power that procured it for us. God raiſed him 
up, that he might be a Fountain and Root of all 
ſupernatural Life to us, that the Power might 
work in his as well as him. So Rom. 8. 11. If the 
Spirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwell 


in you, be that raiſed Chriſt from the dead ſhall alſo 


quicken your mortal Bodies by bis Spirit which dwelleth 


n you. Mark, tis the ſame Spirit. The Power | 


of the Spirit is put forth to raiſe Chrift, and the 
Power of the Spirit is put forth to raiſe yon. This 


is not done by the conſideration of Chriſt's Reſur- | 


rection, but by the Power of the Spirit accompa- 
aying it. "Tis the Spirit that doth effectuall 

ply this raifing and begetting Power. 
2. Becauſe the Spirit worketh always with re- 
ference to this Act and Work of Chriſt ; ron 
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ech you with reſpect to Chriſt's Reſurrection ; and 
that is the meaning of theſe Phraſes which do a- 
bound in Scripture, that couple the Soul and 
Chriſt together in all his Works, as crucified with 
him, raiſed with him. For the latter take theſe 

ces; Epbeſ. 2. 5. Even when we were dead in Sims 

b be quickned us tagether with Chriſt, and bath raiſ- 
ed us up together. So Col. 2. 13. So you being dead 
in your Sins, and the Uncircumciſion of your Fleſh, 
bath be quickened together with him. So Col. 3. 1: 
If ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſcek the things which are a- 
bove. Divers ſuch kinds of Expreſſions there are 
in the Word, which make out the Soul's ſharing 
with Chriſt in the Virtue of theſe Works. The 
Spirit revealeth to them, that they are not only 
to-be raiſed with Chriſt, but that they are raiſed, 
and ſo make it a powerful Argument to Heavenli- 
neſs, or any other part of the new Creature. This 
is done already in the Root, and myſtical Notion, 


= and therefore it ſhould be done in the effectual 


Application. I fay, the Spirit revealeth to the 
Soul the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and that he is our 
Head, and the Fountaia of our Life; and therefore 
we ſhould live and be conformed to our Head : 

and by ſuch Conliderations the Spirit leaveth a 
great Virtue and Force upon the Soul, which is 
called the Power of tbe ReſurreFron. And thus 1 
have a little opened this difcult Matter to you. 
Take but one place more and l have done; Ron. 


S. 10, 11. For in that be died, be died unto Sin once; 


but in that he livetb, be liveth unto God. There are 
Chriſt's Acts. Now in the next Verſe you ſhall ſee 
how the Spirit maketh the Soul to ſhare in them : 
Likewiſe reckon ye alſo your ſelves to be dead indeed 
into Sin, but alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Dead by the om Chriſt, but alive ** 
| | che 
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the- Life of Chriſt. The Spirit 
and revealeth this to it: Lo this is done 


for you in Chriſt, and ſo bringeth the Soul by the 


_ ſame Efficacy to a Likeneſs to Chriſt. 

- Uſe 1. Is Confolation. Here is Comfort for 
thoſe that have an Intereſt in Chriſt. Believers, 
know the Ground of your Privileges. Chriſt i is 
riſen, and thereby declared mightily to be the 
Son of God; fo ſhall you be declared mightily to 
de the Sons of God at your Reſurrection: Pſal. 
37. F. Commit thy way unto tbe Lord, truſt alſo in 


bins, and be ſhall bring it to paſs. O what Comfort | 


is there for their Spirits in that word, Chriſt is 
_ riſen | * Twas the comfortable Meſſage Chriſt ſent 
to Peter, when he was ready to faint under the 
Sadneſs of his own Apprehenhons : Mark 16. 7. 
Go, tell bis Diſciples and Peter that he is riſen, and 
roerh before you mto Galilee. Go to Peter, and tell 


| be ito lin Fon riſen. Chriſtians, here is 
Comfort for the ſaddeſt Believer. Among the 
Primitive Chriſtians their uſual Salutation was, 

the Lord ts riſen - As if that were as much as wiſh- 
ing them all Peace and Grace. 

. . how ſhall we do to draw out theſe Com- 
Orts? 


Anſw. Act Faith, which bringeth i in the Ver- 


tnes of Chriſt upon the Soul. 

Bot how muſt we act Faith in this matter of the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt ? It conſiſts in reaſoning 
and waiting. There is ſomething you muſt collect 
by way of Inference; and ſomething you muſt ex- 
pect by way of Influence. 

if. Set Faith a work, or arguing by way of In- 


; you muſt collect ſomewhat that you may 


extract 


cometh to the 


him by name. O poor Peter, he is weeping and | 
ready to break his Heart, go and comfort him, 
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extract the Quinteſſence of it: As a Surety, as a 
common Perſon, and as a Pattern of Providence 
and Church-Diſpenſations. In all theſe reſpects 
you may fetch Comfort from ChriſPs Reſurrecti- 
on. I ſhall a little clear theſe three Conſiderations 
of Chriſt, tho the two firſt be ſomewhat common 
among Divines. 

(r.) As a Surety, and one that undertook for 

us; that is clear, becauſe Chriſt is called the >ure- 
' ty of a better Teſtament, Heb. 7. 22. Now your 


Surety is riſen, then draw out the (Comfort thus: 


Surely Sin is ſatisfied for, the Debt is paid. A 
Man is never the richer for Gold in the Mine till 
it be digged out; no more is a Man the better for 
Comforts in the lump ; dig them out by holy Rea- 
ſoning : ſay then, Chriſt that undertook all, he 
is got free again: Surely then I am diſcharged, I 


have ſomething to ſhew to God. Go and urge it 


to the Lord, why didſt thou ſuffer Chriſt to riſe 
again, if thou wilt charge poor Creatures with 
their Guilt ? And urge it to Satan too, Doſt thou 
condemn me, and tell me what I have done, and 
wherein ſo often I have lianed ? Why Jeſus Chriſt 
is riſen ; as Paul, Rom. 8. 34. Who is be that con- 
demmeth ? it is Chriſt that died, yea rather that is riſen. 
again. Surely the whole Bulinefs is accompliſhed 
by Chriſt. Thus dwell upon ſuch Thoughts, on- 
ly take heed you reſt not in your own Reaſonings, 
look for the Succeſs of all from the Spirit. O 
Lord, didſt thou not let thine only begotten and 
well-beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, go free, after he 
had been in the Priſon and in the Grave ? Did not 
he undertake for vs, and haſt thou diſcharged him 
and not us ? He is our Surety, he hath paid our 
Debt for us. Therefore reaſon with your Souls 
s David reaſoned with his _ Pſal. 42. 11. Why 

2 art 


324 A Practical Expoſition upon 
art thou caſt down, O my Soul, and why art thou dif. 
quieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for I ſhall y« 
praiſe him, who is the Health of my Countenance, and 
my God, - a 

(2.) As a common Perſon, Chriſt may be ſaid 
to be all of us: for as Adam in a ſenſe was all 
Mankind, fo Chrilt had all the Elect in his own 
Perſon, and fo repreſents i + : fo that what he 
did, we may in ſome ſenſe id ro have done, 
Thus a Burgeſs in Parliament, tit repreſents all 
the Town or Corpor :tion that iculeth him, his 
Act is their Act; tis grounded upon what the A- 
poſt le faith, 1 Cor. 15. 22. As in Adam all died, 


fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. As Adam was a 


common Perſon repreſenting all Mankind, fo 
Chriſt all the Elect. Therefore the Apoſtle faith, 
Rom. 6. 11. Reckon ye alſo your ſelves dead indeed 
unto Sin, but alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. You muſt do two things. 

1. Intereſt your ſelves in the Acts of your com- 
mon Perſon. Reaſon thus: If we are united to 
Chriſt, then we ſhall ſhare in all his purchaſed Be- 
nefits: I am crucified with Chriſt, Gal. 2. 20. And 
Jam riſen with Chriſt. You are inſtated by vir- 


tue of your Union in all Chriſt's Acts: Chriſt was 


raiſed, therefore I ſhall riſe ; Chriſt was taken to 


Glory, therefore I ſhall be ſo. Urge it to God, 


O Lord, did I not riſe out of the Duſt in Chriſt ? 


Lord, didſt thou not take me out of the Devils | 


Power, when thou tookſt Chriſt out of the Grave! 


2. Vou muſt reaſon from this Privilege againſt 


preſent Diſtreſs: Is it the Evil of Sin? Rom. 6. 2. 
How fhall we that are dead to Sin live any longer 
therem? Am not | dead to Sin in Chriſt, and alive 
to this Grace in Chriſt ? Then reaſon from your 
Privileges; I am above this Croſs, for Chriſt is 

a | 
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and ſhall I fink under it? I am in this Glory alrea- 
dy, as united to Chriſt who is there, and ſhall I de- 
ſpair of it? Is not my Head there, and will the 
Head be ſever'd from the reſt of the Members in 
the myſtical Body? | 
(3-) As 2 Pattern of Providence: for God 
meant to copy ont all his Diſpenſations to his Peo- 
ple in the Life of Chriſt. There is not a Provi- 
dence happeneth to the Church, or to Believers, 
but there is ſomething therein conformable to the 
Life of Chriſt. For look as all Diſpenſations typed 
out Chriſt, as the ( hildren of Iſrael's going out of 
Epypt did, for which ſee thrat of Hoſea, I called my 
Son out of Egypt, Hoſ. 11. 1. which is cited, Mat. 
2. 15. Out of Egypt | called my Son; and as Jonas 
being three Days and three Nights in the Whales 
Belly did: ſo Chriſt is the Type of all Providences 
after him. There is no Miſery but ſome Paſſage 
of Chriſt's Life is parallel to it. Out of all theſe 
Conſiderations you may fetch a great deal of 
Comfort. Reaſon then againſt all the Depths of 
Miſery into which you may be caſt : I ſhall get 
free, for Chriſt got free ; | ſee the Succeſs in the 
Story of Chriſl's Life. Is it the Depth of inward 
Miſery? Pfal. 18. 5. The Sorrows of Hell compaſſed 
me about, and the Snares of Death compaſſed me. So 
they did Chriſt, yet he got free of them: As the 
Apoltle faith, Heb. 12.2. Looking unto Jeſus the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith, who for the Joy that 
was ſet before him endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the 
Shame, and is ſat down at the right Hand of the 
Throne of God. Is it outward Miſery ? None could 
have more Diſtreſs upon him than Chriſt, yet he 
was taken from Diſtreſs and Judgment. Is it 
Death? Chriſt died and roſe again: either God 
will preferve you from the Evil, or he will » | 
| 1 er 
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der it ſo that it ſhall not hold you: Chriſt could 
not be holden of Death when it ſeized upon him. 
Is it Reproaches ? It may be you are buried in the 


Scorn of the World, and crowded under Difre- 
ſpects and Abaſures : So was Chriſt before you. 


We now come to the ſecond canliderable Cir- 
cumſtance in the Text, and that is the Life of 


Chriſt : Who ſhall declare bis Generation? As Chriſt | 


faith, I am the Reſurrection and the Life ;, that is, 
the Cauſe of both : for Chriſt did not only riſe, 
and not only live, but he was the Reſurrection 
and the Life. He roſe as a Reſurrection, and he 
liveth as a Life. And therctore all our ſpiritual 
riling and living is from his riſing and living. But 


having ſpoken of his Reſurrection, it will be ne- 


ceſlary to enquire into his Lite. 
Doct. That Chriſt being riſen, liveth a mumbenleſ; 
term of Tears, even for ever with God in Glory. 

| Who ſhall declare bis Generation, that is ſo long, 
that it cannot be reckoned ? Thoſe that have the 
beſt Skill in Numbers, cannot riſe high enough to 


Eternity? Thouſands of Thouſand Thouſands: can 
ſcarce be admitted to be a Shadow of it: Heb.7.3. 
Having neither beginning of Days, nor end of Life: 


which is to prove, not that Chriſt as God ſhould 


| live for ever, but Chriſt as Mediator, as God- 
Man, under which Notion he is conſidered here. 
1. Becauſe at his Reſurrection he was cleared 


from Sin, and ſo was no more liable to Death. 


The Apoſtle faith, Rom. 5. 12. That Death entred 
Sin; it did ſo upon Chriſt as well as upon us, 


hen he took our Guilt : 1 Pet. 4. 1. He that bath 
ſulfercd in the Fleſh, bath ceaſed from Sin; being 
clear'd at his Reſurrettion: When he ceaſed from 


_ 
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Suffering, he ceaſed from Sin.- - Therefore the 
Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Tim. 3. 16. He was juſlified im the 
Spirit, and manifeſted to the World in the Fleſh; 
that is, they ſaw him: But becauſe of his miſera- 
ble Appearance, they could judg nothing bat that 
he was a Sinner; but when his Godhead came to 
be diſcovered at his Reſurreftion, then he was ju- 
ſtified in the Spirit. Therefore now he is na more 
liable to Death. Chriſt was not juſtifed neither 
by God nor Men till that time. Now he is raiſed 
he is exempt from it, as the Apoſtle urgeth, Rom 

6. 9. Chriſt being raiſed from the dead dieth no more, 
_ Death hath no more Dominion over him. Death can 
lord it no more over Chrilt, as it ſeemed to do 
fora while, but now Chriſt hath deſtroyed Death. 
Rev. 1. 18. I am he that liveth and was dead, and 
bebold I am alive for evermore, Amen; and baue the 
| Keys of Hell and Death. Death and Hell thonght 
to make ſure of Chriſt, and to have him under 
Lock and Key as it were; but he could not be 
holden by them. But now Chriſt hath the Power 
of Death and Hell, fo that none goeth there but 
whom he pleaſeth. Amen, tis very certain tis ſo. 
This is the firſt Reaſon ; having fully cleared the 
Debt wherein he ſtood ingaged to Divine Juſtice, 
he is no more liable to Death. IM 

2. That he might become a Principle and Foun- 
tain of Life to us. Whatever Chriſt hath as Me- 
diator, he hath it for us; he lived for us upon 
Earth, and he died for us ; and he liveth for ever 
for us in Heaven: 1 Theſſ. 5. 10. Who died for as, 
that whether we wake or ſleep, we ſhould live together 


| with bim. His Life of Glory is our Life, as well as 


his Life of Grace. And therefore he is ſaid to be 
tte Reſurrectian and the Life. 1 John 5. 11, 12. And 
this is the Record, that God hath given us eternal Life 
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And this Life is in bis Som. Hr that bath the Son bath 


Life ; that is, the Teſtimony of God's 
eternal Life, which is by virtue of his Life. And 
ſo Chriſt is ſaid to have Life in himſelf ; John 8. 
26. For as the Father bath Life in himſelf, fo be hath 

to the Son to have Life in bimſelf; that is, to 
| ve an original Fountain of Life. No Creature 
in the Scripture-Notion hath Life in it ſelf. 

3. That he might perform all the other Acts of 
the Mediatorſhip, and ſo be doing ſomething con- 
tinually in Heaven for the Elect of God, that he 
may apply the Merit of his Sufferings, Death and 
Reſurrection. Paſt Ads would not ſatisfy the 
Spirit, they are more immediately for the Com- 
fort of thoſe that have ſome Evidence of their 
Right in Chriſt. The Soul faith, Here is much 


ferings, Dying, and Reſurrection. Ay but Chriſt 
liveth, there 4s ſomething a doing ſtill, there is 
ſomething a negotiating in Heaven for you. There- 
fore he not only negotiated for you by the paſt 
Acts of his Life upon Earth, his Death, Burial and 
Reſurrection, but he yet liveth to be doing for you. 
His Office required this: Heb. 7. 16. Whois made 
not after the Law of a carnal Commandment, but af- 
ter the Power. of an endleſs Life The meaning is, 


dicious Divine obſerveth, preſent Acts do moſt 
ſatisſy ſuch doubt ful Spirits. Chriſt's Life in Hea- 


and other the great Offices of the Mediatorſhip. 
But what doth Chriſt in Heaven * us? 


1. He intercedes for us: Heb. 7 5. Wherefore 


be is able alſo to ſaye them to the — this cows 
unte 


2 ut. HH" = 


| but what was this to me? This was done 
for thoſe that have Intereſt in Chriſt, as his Suf. 


the Levitical Prieſts were by the Law of carnal 
Rites for a while, but Chriſt for ever. As a ju- | 


ven is for the effectual Application of his Merit, 


1 
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God by bim, ſeeing be euer liveth to make Inter- 
"Gon 2 Rn the end of his Life, to beſeech 
the Father for ſuch as come to him, he interced- 
eth for the Application of his Merit. Chriſt is a 
continual Remembrancer in Heaven as it were to 
God the Father, he is praying that you may be- 
lieve ; he is our Souls Solicitor as it were, to ap- 
pear and plead our Cauſe in Heaven for us: Heb. 
9. 24. he is ſaid to appear in the Preſence of God for 
u, as our Agent in Heaven: He proveth the 
Natter, he prayeth for what thou prayeſt for, and 
liveth to appear before God for you in all your 
Straits. 

2. That he may ſeize upon his Kingdom, and 
adminiſter it to the Deſtruction of his Adverſa- 
ries. Chriſt's Life is their Death; Pſa. 110. 1. 
The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
Hand until I make thine Enemies thy Foot - ſtool. Chriſt 
muſt live, that they may fall and be under the 
feet of Chriſt. So the Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 15- 
25. For be muſt reign till be hath put all his Enemies 
under his Feet. At the time of his Aſcenſion Chriſt 
was ſolemnly inaugurated into the Regal Office, 
that ſo he might deſtroy his Adverſaries; Rev.17. 
14. The Lamb ſhall overcome. Tis Chriſt ſhall 
fight againſt them. Iſa. 58. 8. Thy Rightcouſneſs 
ſhall go before thee. That which is Comfort to 
God's People, is Terror to the Adverſaries; it 
they could make fure work of him, their bulincis 
were at an end: but Chriſt is alive to deſtroy their 
Perſons, and blaſt their Deſigns. Some of the 
People of God may fall before them, and all viſi- 
ble Supplies may be dead, as Sarab's Womb; 
but the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my Rock, and 
let the God of my Salvation be exalted. 


3. That 
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to the needs of his Servants : Ephef. 4. 10. When 
be aſcended up on bigh, be gave Gifts to Aten; that 
is, all neceſſary Supplies for his Servants. As a 
Fountain of living Waters continually feedeth the 
Stream, ſo you have a living Chriſt who will con- 
tinually ſupply the Streams of Grace ; he know. 
eth your needs, and can ſupply them. And there- 
fore the Apoſtle maketh the main buſineſs of Sal- 
vation to hang upon the Life of Chriſt : Roms. 5. 
10. For if wben we were Enemies we were reconciled 
by the Death of bis Son, much more being reconciled 
we ſhall be ſaved by bis Life: that is, can we want 
any thing neceſlary to Salvation, that have a li- 
ving Chriſt togo to? You may be ſure, if by his 
Death he could bring you into ſuch a glorious 
Eſtate, now he is alive he will not be wanting to 
you. 


Truths. 1 
1. What is the Fountain of ſpiritual Life, to 


wit, the Life of Chriſt; and therefore *ris called 


the Life of God, and the Life of Chriſt, in many 
places of Scripture : Alienated from the Life of Gad, 
Epbeſ. 4. 18. Tis God and Chriſt that liveth, 
and liveth in us, Eph. 3. 17. And Col. 3. 3. Tow 


Life is bid with Chriſt in Cod: And Chriſt that liveth 


in me, Gal. 2. 20. Again, when Chriſt who is our 
Lafe ſhall appear, Col. 3. 4. As things are hid in 
their Cauſes, Flowers in their Root, till their Ap- 


pearance at Spring: ſo the Glory of ſpiritual Life 


is hid in its Cauſe and Fountain. 
2. That true Believers cannot wholly fall away. 
Chriſt liveth for ever, and therefore they ſhall 


live for ever, the Life of Chriſt cannot wholly be 
aboliſhed in them. When you can dig up the 
8 Spring 


3. That he may diſpenſe all neceſſary Supplies 


Uſe 1. Is Information. Learn hence divers 
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Spring and Fountain, then Grace may wither, and 
you may be loſt in a Seducement and a Temptati- 
on, but now you are kept by the Power of an end- 
leſs Life. The Perpetuiry of the Saints, if it had 


| no other Ground but this, would remain unſha- 


ken; therefore 'tis ſaid, We are preſerved in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Jude v. 1. Chriſt's Life is their Life, and 
Chriſt's Life is ſuch a numberleſs Age, that none 
can count it. 

3. That Chriſt is a fit Object for Worſhip and 
Service. Every Being is the more noble, the 
more Life it hath in it; the Life of things is the 
' Commendation of them; Eccleſ. 9. 4. A living 

| Dog is better than a dead [.ton. Better, that is, 
more noble. Now fince Chrilt hath the nobleſt 
and the higheſt Being, he liveth for ever. The 
Scriptures often call upon us to truſt in the living 
God; Pſal. 42. 2. My Soul thirſteth for the living 
Cod. Who would go to the dead Ciſtern, and 
leave the living Fountain? Alas, what is a Man 
the better for a dead Idol ? All the Satisfaction of 


| the Spirit lieth in the Life of him whom we wor- 


ſhip. Now Chriſt is not only living, but living 
for ever. Your Hopes in him will not run waſte. 
A Prince whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, may up- 
hold his Favourites during his Life, but upon his 
Death they may be brought from the Crown ot 
their Excellency to the Duſt of Scorn and Igno- 
miny ; but Jeſas Chriſt never dieth. As Bath/he- 
ba ſaid to David, 1 Kings f. 21. Iben my Lord the 
King ſhall flcep with his Fathers, | and my Son Solo- 
mon /hall be counted Offenders. All their Care and 
| Caſt is loſt; but it cannot be ſo with Jeſus Chriſt, 

be liveth to make you everlaſtingly happy. 
Uſe 2. Is for the diſcovery of Hypocrites, that 
pretend to Chriſt, but live as if Chriſt were in 
the 
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the Grave ſtill, as if he were a dead Chriſt, as 
there were no Life nor Virtue in him. 


But how ſhall we know what is the Life of | 


Chriſt? | anſwer, By three things : There will 
be Freeneſs, and there will be Power, and there 
will be Likeneſs to Chrilt. 

1. There will be Freeneſs towards God. The 
Heart is ſweetly drawn out to comply with the 
Mind of Chriſt. Chriſt doth not live in you, if 
there be not a Willingneſs in you to be like him. 
The Spirit of Chriſt ſupplieth the place of a Law 
in ſuch a Soul: Rom. 8. 2. For the Law of the Spirit 


of Sin and Death. Outward Letters and the Rule 
could not make him free, and diſintangle him from 


his Corruptions, but the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus 
evangelizing the Law of God did. The Law is 


made Goſpel by the Spirit in the Lite of Chriſt ; 
it giveth the Heart a ſweet Liberty and Freedom 
towards God. The Tears of thoſe that pray are 
ſweeter than the Joys of rhe Theater. 


2. There will be Power, there will be ſome- 


thing beſides cold Forms and {light Pretences : 
2 Tim. 3. 5. Having 4 Form of Godlineſs, but deny- 
ung the Power, That which the A poſtle calleth the 
Power and Force of Godlineſs, is a real Impreſſi- 
on and tion upon the Heart ; there will be 
ſomewhat beſides empty Profeſſion and barren 
Speculation, there will be ſomewhat that you may 
call Power and mighty Working, as the Apoſtle 
calleth it every where. Now when there is no 
working upon the Spirit anſwerable to Knowledg 
bs 9 what a dead Chriſt do ſuch make 
3. There will be Likeneſs to Chriſt. Chriſt as 
ſurely liveth in Believers now, as he once lived 


upon 


of Life in Chriſt Jeſus bath made me free from the Las 
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upon the Earth in his own Perfon. And you know 
three things were eminent in the Perſon of Chriſt 
when on Earth; Obedience to his Father: He of- 
ten profeſſeth that he came to do the Will of his 
Father : John 4. 34. My Aleat is to do the Will of 
bim that ſent me, and to finiſh bis Work. But we 
drink in Iniquity like Water; our Meat and Drink 
is to ſin againſt the Father: That is the meaning 
of that Phraſe before- mentioned, Job 15. 16. 
Thea for his Humility; Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in Heart, Mat. 11. 29. He could 
have given ne World another Pattern; Learn of 
me, for I made the World, I can do Wonders: 
but Chriſt would teach this Leſſon, not as Il am 
mighty but meek : Phil. 2. 5, Let this Mind be in 
you which was alſo in Jeſus Chriſt, What was that? 
An humble Mind, as you may fee in the Context. 
| And then Uſefulneſs, that was eminent in bim; 
de went about doing good. Lazineſs and Selfiſh- 
neſs were abhor'd by him. If Chriſt would make 
Chriſtians more uſetul, he would ſtill act according 
to his old Copy, and live over his Life in their 
Hearts again, Search then, is the living God a 
dead thing to you ? „ 
Uſe 3. For Reproof to the People of God, that 
do not draw out this Life of Chriſt. Believere, 
Chriſt ſkould not only live in Heaven, but he 
ſhould live in you alſo : Not I, but Chriſt that 1:yeth 
in me, Gal. 2. 2. Chriſtians are to blame eſpe- 
cially in their Conflicts with Sin, and the Difficul- 
ties of Duty, and the Hardſhips of the World, 
and they faint under Miſeries, as if there were not 
a living Chriſt, whence they might fetch Comfort. 
A Chriitian ſhould fay, the Lord liveth, and bleſ- 
fed be my Rock. You ſhould make his Power uſe- 
ful in your worſt Condition Your Lives ſhould 
b de 
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be nothing elſe but a Diſcovery of the Life of 
Chriſt in your ſelves. 2 Cor. 4. 10. the Apoſtle 
ſaith, that be ſuffered terrible things with a conrageous 
Heart, that the Life alſo of J:ſus might be manifeſted 
in ow Body. Noble Actings of Grace hold forth 
the Life of Chriſt, as Effects diſcover the Cauſe. 
And by your Converſations it ſhould appear, there 
is one liveth in Heaven. 


Uſe 4. Is Conſolation in all Conditions. Is it | 


Sin that is grievous to you, dothit leave a Wound 
upon the Soul? There is one that liveth in Hea- 


ven, that prays for the binding up of your Souls, 


and for the healing of the wounded Spirit; he is 
negotiating the Matter with God for you, Is it 
Death ? Chriſt liveth, tho youdie; and tho you 
were dead, yet ſhall you live: Hoſ. 6. 2. After 
two days he will revive us, in the third day be will raiſe 
us up, and we ſhall live in bis ſigbt. Are Friends 
dead? Remember your Friend in Heaven liveth 
tor ever. Are, your Hopes dead, as Sarab's Womb 
and Abraham's Body? Yet Chriſt is alive till. 
Succours may miſcarry, Supports may fail, Vio- 
tence may cut off your Comforts : But no hand 


of Iniquity can reach Jeſus Chriſt, he liveth for 


ever with God in Glory. 
Uſe 5. Is Exhortation to Believers. 


1. To wait for the like Privileges. O who 


{hall count your Generation, when you ſhall come 
to ſhare with Chriſt ? You know the Longings of 
Chriſt's Heart towards you, and that you ſhall be- 
hold his Glory: John 17. 24. Father, I will that 
they alſo whom thou haſt given me, may be where I am, 
that they may bebold my Glory. You are to injoy the 
lame endleſs Life of Bliſs and Glory. O groan 
and wait for the Conſolation of the Saints in Hea- 
ven. For the preſent you have rick * 
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bae alas this is nothing; It doth not yet appear what 
ve ſhall be, 1 John 3. 2. But we know when be ſhal 


l aw, me fr be like him, for we ſhall ſee him a: 


_ ' Poſſeſs your Souls of this Life of Chriſt, and 
by Faith ſee your ſelves alive in him : Rome. 6. 10. 
Reckon ye alſo your ſelves dead indeed unto Sin, but 
dive unto God, Dead firſt in his Death, then 


| raiſed in his ReſurreQion, and at laſt 2lorified in 
| his Glory. All theſe Acts of the Mediator muſt 


paſs out into your Souls: Firſt | was dead to the 
Law, dead to Sin, dead to the Curſe, but then 


| | fhall live and die no more. 


3. Strive to be conformed to your Head ; he is 
| todie no more, do not you die any more in Sin. 
There is in every Action of Chriſt Influence and 


| Matter of Imitation; Influence, of which you 
muſt poſſeſs your ſelves; but Matter of Imitation 


z that to which you muſt be conform'd. O ſtrire 
| to keep in the ſame Condition with your dear 
| Lord and Saviour: If Death hath no more Domi- 


| nion over him, let not Sin reign in your mortal 


| Bodies, Rom. 6. 12. From the ſame Enforcement 
| the Apoſtle urgeth it; and indeed for a Motive 


| | you can have no better than what the Subject of- 
| fereth. Chriſt would not only ſuffer for you for 


| 4 time, but lives for your ſake for ever: Chritt 
| endeth all his time to do you good. 


The 
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The Ninth Verſe. 


And he made his Grave with the Wicke 


with the Rich in his Death; becauſe he bad 
done no Violence, neither was any Deceit in 
his Mouth. 


nE Prophet goeth on with the Account | 
of Chriſt's Sufferings, and ſheweth that 


| he ſhould at length be humbled to the 
Grave, and brought thither in a moſt ignominious 
manner. Yet however there was no Cauſe w 


the Jews ſhould ſtumble at it, and daſh the foot c 
their Faith againſt this Rock, tor God had made | 
Proviſion ample enough againſt this Offence and 


Scandal. Even his Grave that ſeemed to obſcure 
his Glory, did in ſome meaſure illuſtrate it: H 
made bis Grave with the Wicked, and with the Rich in 
his Death, becauſe, &c. 


Here are in this Verſe, as in many of the for- 


mer, two Parts conſiderable. 
1. The Fews Scandal, He made bis Grave with 
the Wicked. 
2. The Prophet's Defence, which you have, 


1.) By the Circumſtances which made for the 


Glory of Chriſt, and with the Rich in his Death. 

(2.) By aſſerting his Innocency, 

1. In reſpect of open and grofs Sins, He hath 
done no Violence. 

2. In reſpect of ſecret and hidden Sins, Neither 
was any Deceit found in his Mouth. All theſe Parts 


will more plainly appear in the Explication. 
There are no Verſes have been ſo ſeverally ex- 
pounded 


d, and 
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and the former. I ſhould per- 
houghts too much to give you the 
Differences, ſome diſtinct Senſes there are: I ſhall 
only give you you what I conceive to be the poſitive 
and plain Senſe, 5 Haase oing over the Phraſes. 
— be made}. There may be a Queſtion to 
whom this [ He] n for the Num- 
der being fo often changed, we can have no fe- 
lief from the Context. There are three Perſons 
_ in the Chapter, God the Father, God 
the Son, and the Jews. If this He be applied to 
| God the Father, then the Senſe is, He diſpoſed 
and ordered it fo by his Providence, that his 
Grave ſhould be appointed among the Wicked ; 
| and ſoit points at the Divine Decrees, which i im- 
| plied that Chriſt ſhould be executed as an Offen- 
der, and be buried in an ignominious manner, as 
other Offenders are, for ought could be diſcerned 
at firſt. This ſuteth with the Seventy, who bring 
in God the Father ſpeaking this Clauſe, tho they 
read the Sentence a little otherwiſe than we do, 
ade Tus Toes, &c. I will give the Wicked for 
. bis Graue. Or it may be referred to God the Son 
his Patience, who ſubmitted fo, as it ſeemed to 
hold forth nothing, but as if he were to have had 
| the Burial of an ordinary Malefactor, he ſubmit» 
ting to it till a further Declaration of God's Plea- 
| ſure; a Man could have gueſſed nothing elſe. Or, 
| be made, may be referred to the People of the 
| Jews; Lid as much as in them lay, that Chriſt 
fuld have the Burial of a wicked Man: He 
that is, by their Ordination. You may take ei- 
ther or all very commodiouſly, It followeth, and 
with the rich as bis Death. There is a great deal 
ado about what is meant by Rich. Some under- 
tand the Term, as _— K — U 


| 
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Wicked, becauſe Riches puff up Mens Mi 
diſpoſe them to lujury and Violence. Funius un- 
derſtands Pilate; others have different Apprehen- 
ſions of the place. I ſhall take liberty to recede 
from them; for by this Phraſe, the Rich in bis 
Death, | underſtand Joſeph of Arimathbea : and the 
meaning 1 conceive thus, that tho at his Crucifixi. 
on his Grave was intended to be with ordinary 
MalefaQors, yet God ordered it (©, that he ſhould 
be honourably interred by a rich Perſon, Joſeph of 
Arimathea : With the Rich in bis Death, that is, af- 
ter his Death. And wy Reaſons for this Inter- 
pretation are two. 

1. Becauſe the word for Rich, Aa/ir in the He- 
brew, is in the ſingular Number, aud ſo noteth 
ſome eminent rich Man that had to do about the 
Grave and Sepulchre of Chriſt, and that was Jo- 
 ſeph of Arimathea. 


nds, and 


2. Becaule the Evangeliſt Afattbew ſeemeth as 


with a Finger to point to this place, when he 
faith, Mat.27.57. When the Evening was come, there 
was à rich Man of Arimathea named Joſeph, who 
alfo bimſclf was Jeſus Diſciple e And be went to Pi- 
late, and begged the Body of Jeſus. And beſides, 


the Place is moſt ſweetly and without wreſting 


opened. And indeed the following Words yield 
us a twofold Reaſon. 


1. Becauſe God would right his Innocency in 


the midſt of Calumnies and Reproaches. God 
would not have an Innocent buried among Male- 


Nicodemus he would have it teſtified to 


factors. And therefore by the care of 429 nw f 


that there were ſome thought him innocent, d 


worthy of an honourable Burial. 


2. Itmay well be to Per the Sutablenels of it. 
he would have a new kind of Man laid ins new 


Grave, 


" e Sr mmwwyMar POD r= QT TO - 


ver. 9. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 339 


in which no Man was ever laid : it could 


be aid of no Man but Chriſt, that no Iniquity and 
Guile was found in him, and therefore he was pur 


in a Sepulchre in which no Man was laid. For 
now God began to honour Chriſt, becauſe he had 
done no Violence; in Peter tis, Who did no Sin; 
for indeed the word muſt be taken ſo generally, 
evoiees* Tis meant, no groſs Fact could be char- 
ged upon him ; neither was there Deceit in his 
Mouth; that is, he was guilty of no ſecret Evil: 
for no Guile in the Mouth, argueth there was 
none in the Heart, there being a ſwift Intercourſe 
] between the Heart and the Tongue : James 3. 2, 
| If any Man offend not in Word, the ſame is a perfect 
Man, able to bridle the whole Body. : 
'| Thus for the Phraſes. The Sum of all is this, 
| That tho the Meſhab was taken away by a ſhame. 
ful Death, and therefore likely to be looked upon 
zz an eminent Inſtance of Divine Wrath and Ven- 
| geance, yet the Lord proyided for his Glory in 
the midſt of this Ighominy, by procuring ſuch a 
| Sepulchre 2M Burial for him as might ſet out not 
only his Innocency but his Honour; for he indeed 
was without Fault and Blame. 
' There is not much to be obſerved out of this 
— yet that which is, is very comfortable, and 
in the general take theſe Notes. 


A 


afford Comfort to Believers. 


from the Curſe of the Law. 
Rich in his Death. 
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Note 2. That eve 


aſſage of ChriſPs Life is con- 


ſtderable ; as this concerning the account of his 


Burial. A Man would have thought it had nor 
been ſo worthy of Obſervation, and yet the pro- 
phet ſpeaketh of it as an eminent Circumſta 
and you ſhall ſee much ufe may be made of it by 
and by. So for Chriſt's Name, Alat. 1. 21. They 
ſhall call bis Name Emanuel, which being interpreted, 
is, God with us. So the offering for him a pair of 


Furtle Doves, and two young, Pizeons: Man | 


would eafily overlook theſe things, yet the Holy 
Ghoſt thought them worthy the noting. O ſtudy 


Chriſt's Life more, there is no walte Paſlage in it. 


But what Benefit is there in the Text ? | ſhall 
not here give you Doctr iues, as | did from the 
other Verſes, but direct you for your Comfort, 
to look upon Chriit under à threefold Notion, 
Viz. as our Surety, as a Pattern of Providence, 
and as a great Example. 
t. As a Surety ; ſo there are two Clanſes that 


(1.) That be made bis Grave with the 
with the Rich in his Death. That Expteſſion, He 


made bis Grave with the Wicked, holdeth forth the 


Payment of the Debt, and full Evidence of his 
Satisfaction. Your Surety ſuffered in your ſtead. 
Curſed is every one that continueth not in all thing: 
which are written in the Book of the Law to do them. 
And the Lord Chriſt was accurſed to redeem us 


Aid 


take notice of this Circumſtance, 


God began to honouf him: Full Satisfaction be- 
ing made to God, qnd the Reproach 
due to Sins taken away; aſter Death 
honourable Interment. Of all People 


had 
the Jews 


- 4 


$ «dS 


icked, and 


After Chriſt had once died, 
and Shame 
he 


ll. 
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did moſt look to Burials. It was a great threat- 
ning that they ſhould die unhuried: Prov. 30. 17. 
The Eye that mocketh at bis Father, the Ravens of the 
FYalley ſhall pick it out, and the young Eagles (hall 
eat it ; alluding to the ſhameful Death and Burial 
of the di jent Son. And again, Pſal. 79. 3. 
There ſhould be none to bury bim. And Jer. 22. 19. 
He ſhall be buried with the Burial of an Aſs, drawn 
and caſt forth beyand the Gates of Jeruſalem. Bur 
now Chriſt had not only a decent but an honouta- 
| ble Burial. Well then, Chriſtians, here is In- 
| couragement for your Faith; Chrift was honoured 

as ſoon as he died: The Work is ended, the laſt 
AR of his Humiliation was the firſt ſtep to his 
Exaltation, and there began his Triumph and 
Glory. Joſeph and Nicodemus, two of his devour 

Followers, they celebrate his Funerals, and bury 
him with ſuch Solemnities as are due to Perſons of 
the greateſt Honour. Well then, conclude in 
Faith, that by Chriſt's Death, Shame and Snffer- 
ings, Sin is done away. Chriſtians were wont to 
ſolemnize their Funerals with Pſalms of Thankf- 
giving. You may remember Chriſt's Funeral 
with rejoicing and giving of Thanks ; there you 
have the firſt Intimation that the Work was fi- 
niſhed, Sins were fatisfied for, Shame and Re- 
proach began to vaniſh. O you Redeemed of ihe 
Lord, go forth and rejoice: God beginneth to 
take off the Ignominy of Chriſt's Death, and 
thereby your Ignominy and your Shame. So that 
now in bim we have Boldneſs and Acceſs with Confi- 
dence by the Faith of bim, Eph. 3. 12. that js, you 
may freely have Communion and ſocial Commerce 
with God, your Shame being gone. God hath 
branded Sin with Shame. Adam hid himſelf: 
The Captains and Great Men called to the Moun- 

2 3 __ tains 
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Lamb, they could not endure the fight of God; 
Guilt maketh a faln Countenance, and cauſeth a 

| Shinefs of God. Now you may lift up your Heads, 
your Shame is taken away. 

2.) From that Clauſe, Becauſe be had done no 

Violence, e Deceit in bis Mouth. Your 

Surety was a pure Perſon, he had no Guilt of his 


Incouragement to Faith, but an Endearment of 


Love to Chriſt : All theſe Sufferings were for you, 


there is nothing that can argue a need for himſelf 
to do it. The Scriptures every where urge and 
teſtify this; 1 Jobn 3. 5. Aud ye know that be was 
manifeſted to take away our Sins, and in bim is 1 
Sin. All his Sufferings were for ſome Cauſe, there 
was nothing to occaſion them in himſelf ; it muſt 
therefore be for our Sins: 1 Pet. 3. 13. For Chri 
bath alſo once ſuffered for Sin, tbe juſt for the unjuſt, 
that be might bring us to God. *T was for Sins he 
ſuffered, and therefore ce 


had none of his own. Urge it then upon your 
Hearts, both as an Incouragement to Faith, and 
an Indearment to Love : It was a pure Chriſt that 
ſuffered, and therefore certainly for ſuch an im- 
Wretch as I am, the juſt for the unjuſt. Rea- 
thus, Surely God is juſt : Chriſt undergoing 
great Sufferings, and yet poſſeſt of great Pu- 


ſo 
rity, certainly died for great Sinners. 
2. As a Pattern of Providence: God meant to 


copy out all Diſpenſations in the Life of Chriſt. 
Learn «Hind 
(1.) That we muſt not always look upon the 


face of Providence, and eye preſent Appearances. 


He made bis Grave with the Wicked, and with the 
Tich in bis Death. A dan would have thooght 


tains to cover them from the Wrath of the 


own to ſatisfy for, and ſo it yieldeth not only an | 


certainly for ours, for he 
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that Chriſt ſhould have had an ignominious Burial, 
and that none would have contributed to his Glo- 
ry, but the rich Man begged his Body from the 
Croſs, and God turns his Grave into his Glory. 
O do not look to preſent Appearance, you know 
not what a Mercy may be couch'd under the 
Frowns of Providence. Jobn 2. 7. Chriſt calleth 
for Water-pots, when he meant to give them 
Wine. And John 11. 6. When he meant to re- 
ſtore Lazarus from the dead by a Miracle, he 
would not vouchſafe to go and ſee him; he abode 
ſtill two days in the ſame place. When God de- 
ſigned to honour Chriſt with a Funeral, he meant 
to order it ſo that the Jews looked for nothing 
elſe but the Burial of an Aſs. Thus God many 
times ſeems to hide himſelf, and when we ſeek for 


the Croſs : He was with the Rich in bis Death. Job 
13.15. Tho be flay me, yet will I truſt in him. God 
can of a ſudden turn things, and diſappoint the 
Devices and Counſels of wicked Men, even when 
they think all is ſure. Therefore wait upon God, 
and fee what Event he will give to things. When 
e 
There was Death firſt before 


2 + 3. Look 
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3. Look him as the Example, 
there is Benefit in the laſt Cla Fe be ke 
no Violence, cr wor twe Boe is bis 

This is your Pattern, 1 Pet. & $5, 
Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us le that 
we / ollow bis ſteps, who dis no Sin, neither was 
Guile found in bis Mouth. O that we could write 
after this fair Copy that Chriſt hath ſet us, that 
.I. be was holy in all manner 
verſation, 1 Pet. 1. 15. in every turning 
our Lives. I would ot he you ſhould loſe the 


particular. de fer ome this Pater by the 
two words Text, Violence Decen, 
of this was found in Chriſt. "0 


(1.) Violence. Take heed of that, there is Vi- 
olence in the Spirit manifeſted by Wrath, Re- 


venge, Boiſterouſneſs of Paſſion, Affection. 


what an unbecoming thing is it for Men to deliver 
themſelves over to the ſway of their own Paſſi- 
ons! James 1. 20. The Wrath of Man worketh not 


CS re ID. not reach 


; God that is a Spirit muſt be ſer- 
Ln po gh edn the God of Peace with 
Peace, with a peaceable calm it: 1 Tim. 2.8. 
Lifting up holy Hands without rath and D 
Then there is Violence in the Tongue, ſhewed in 
Bitterneſs, Reviling, Reproaches. This was far 


from Chriſt : He di no Violence. This becom- 


th the Sons of the World rather than the Sons of 


Surely ſuch wolviſh Diſpoſitions do ill be- 


come them that are related to the Lamb, the 
Lamb lain for the Sins of the World. 'Where's 


your Warrant for this in the Life of Chriſt ? Gal, 


3 1. 


benefit of this Inſtruction, for want of making i 


5 LA The meaning is, ſuch 3 J 
God muſt have always Service 


/ So ccc 
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15. If ye bite and devour one another, take beed ye 
þ not confurned one of another, You learn it of the 
Wolf or the old Dragon, not of the Lamb, The 
uſeth ſuch a word as ĩmplieth ſuch Bitter- 
an beg Then in ice, by Oppreſſi- 
on, invading of another's Right 1 Property : 
_———  — Chritt, he would not 
_ Magiſtrates Office: Jobn 8. 11. 
candemm thee, go and ſin no more. Not 

[ A reſpet.of Guilt, for be El. Sin no more - 
the meaning is, he would not meddle with her 
' | Puniſhment; it was none of his Office, and there- 
| fore he would not in the leaſt manner incroach 
2 8 Learn of Chriſt, who did 


(.) There was no Deceit found in his Mouth : 
EL that, de like Chriſt. "Tis ſaid 
Nathaniel, John 1. 47. Bebold an Iſraelite in- 
in whom there is no Guile. Why an Iſraclite 
? Becauſe like old Jſracl, like old Jacob; 
is aid of him, Gen. 25. 27. Jacob was 4 plain 
and dwelt in Tents. So here, we are Chri- 


of 


fk 


#3 


indeed when without Guile, when we are 
for no Deceit was found in him. 
it in 


1 


p 
f 


Heart which the Scripture cal- 
Pſal. 32. 2. Bleſſed is the Man 
d imputeth not Iiiquity, and 
„ 

: We muſt take heed we drive not 


1 


Spirit: 


t 
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in all our reſpects to God and 
we 


A 


to Zeal in Worſhip, 
© ts fires our files of it Rev. 14. 5. 
the Lamb's Followers, that in their 
found no Guile; they are without Faule 
deore Throne of God. Heb. 4. 12. Wait 

upon the Word , for that ö Divider leavers ug 
and 
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Gold, becauſe it 


We know counterfeit 


2 | 


- "Tis Hypocriſy 


1 


28 


World 


11115 11 1 alid 


de when there was ſo much 


wee the 53d Chapter of Tinh. 20% 
The Tenth Verſe. 


Tet it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, he hath pat 

fel pu Grief : when thou Fury Feb hu 15 
an Offering for Sin, be [ball ſee his Seed, be 
ſhall prolong his days, and the Pleaſure of the 

Lord ſbal proſper in his Hand, R 


6 HE Prophet is ſtill dealing with the Jem: 
| Scandals : Unbelief will eafily take up 
any Pretence to juſtify it ſelf : And there- 
ground for their 
Prejudice againſt Chriſt, as ſuch Meanneſs, and fo 
many Sufferings, theſe vain Pleas could not eaſily 
be remov'd out of their Minds; and that is the 
Reaſon why he ſpeaketh to it again in this Verſe, 
that he mightfurther diſcover their Folly, becauſe 
they would ſuffer their Thoughts to ſtay in the 
outward Appearance of things, not conlideriy 
how God bringeth about many times his create 
Deſigns in a Riddle and Myſtery,” and wn 
the Good and Salvation of his People wider 
Veil of Contradictions. God the Father is the 
: that hath to 06 with Far- 
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yet it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe Chriſt. Look to 
the Deſign of God, and you ſhall ſee Suffering; 
1 Scandal, but Adwiratiorf. len 


, you over-look the Deſign of God in kin | 

I pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him: He bath put bim to 

Grief, &c. The Words contain divers Argu- 

ments and Defences againſt the Scandals taken up 
LY 

pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 


bum, be bath bim toG that is the 
bis Sufferin pre rief; Cauſe of 


erings. 
2. The Nature of his Suffering, When thou ſhalt 
make bis Soul an Offering for Sin. 

3. The Fruits of his Suffering, and they are 


. The of his ſpiritual | 
2228 — | 
(2. 3 He ſhall pra- 


bis Days. 

14 Promulgation of the Will of God in 
E 9 te 
W to 
ver the Phraſes. | * — 


| defgned to fabject his San to 
| N nd to Grief ice the great Comfort 
Chriſtians dependeth upon it; That theſe 


did not happen by chance, or againſt the 


' Malice of the Jews, as if the Sufferings of Chriſt 
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Will of God, as ſomething that he did not care 
for, or would abhor. The Lord's Pleaſure was 
fulfilled in all theſe Sufferings, tho theſe wicked 
Men that brought them upon Chriſt had other In- 
tentions. And that Decifion of Lombard and other 
Schoolmen is very derogatory to the Truth of the 
Goſpel, and the Comfort of Believers, when they 
ay, God would only diſcover the Vertues of 
Chriſt, and the Fruits of his Sufferings, and the 


were beſides God's Intention and Deſign : but the 
Acts of their Malice are aſcribed to the Ordinati- 
on of God; It pleaſed tbe Lord to bruiſe him, and ts 
put him to Grief. And ſutable to this tis very ob- 
ſervable in the New Teſtament, that thoſe words, 


which imply their Malice, do alſo imply God's 


Appointment. Pilate delivered him, Judas deli- 
vered him, and God delivered him: Mat. 27. 2. 
D And delivered bim to Pontius Pilate the 


Governour. And then 'tis ſaid of Pilate, in the 


2 th Verſe, that be looſed or releaſed Barabbas, 
ere, and delivered Chriſt to be crucified. And 
Judas 1 him, 7 — . I will deliver 
dim to you. And Chriſt ſpeaking of Judas, ſays, 
| John 19. 11. Therefore be that delivered me unto thee 
| bath the greater Sin. And the ſame word is uſed of 


God's Diſpoſal of Chriſt, Rom. 8. 32. He ſpared 


— — 
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in many, uſe the ſame Action and E 

And therefore without any ſtain or blot upon Di- 
vine Juſtice we may ſay, The Lord delighted to bruiſe 
bim, and to put bim to Grief ;, for he had a great 
| hand in all that was done to Chriſt. It followeth, 


When thou ſhalt make bis Soul an Offering for Sin, | 


or, tis more properly in the Margin, When his 
Soul ſhall make an Offering for Sin: this Clauſe be- 
ing to be referred to God the Son; for the Lord 
Chriſt was not unwillingly ſubjected to Bruiſes 
and Griefs, but voluntarily ſubmitted himſelf to 
the Pleaſure of his Father's Will, and gave him. 
ſelf to die for us: Gal. 2. 20. He made bis Soul 
Aſcham, /n, as *'tis in the Hebrew; it being an 
uſual Property of Scripture-Phraſe to call the Sin- 


Offering Sin. Thus tis ſaid, 2 Cor. 5. 21. For be 


bath made bim to be Sin for us; that is, a Sin-Of- 
fering. And thus 


likeneſs of ſinſul Fleſh, and for Sm condemned Sin in 
the Fleſh. By a Sin- 


he aboliſhed and took away Sin. I ſhould paſs 


- 


you may underſtand that of the 
| Apoſtle, Nom. 8. 3. God ſending bis own Son in the 


Offering, which was Chriſt, 
over this Phraſe, but that I cannot chuſe but note 
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dren by the immortal Seed of the Word, and the 
Power of his Spirit, which are called his Seed: 
and tis faid he ſhall ſee them, he ſhall live to ſee 
dom the Word is propagated throughout all Ages. 


| conceive in this Expreſſion the Prophet alludeth 


| to the Deſire of the Hebrew Fathers, who were 
ſor living ſo long as they might fee a numerous 
ie come from their Loins. And therefore tis 
| ſpoken of as a very deſirable Bleſling, Pſal.128.6. 
| Thou ſhalt ſee thy Childrens Children, and Peace upon 
Iſa). Or if you will, this Expreſſion may refer 
to Iſaac, who tho God commanded to be offered, 
yet he promiſed that bis Seed ſhould be multiplied as 
the Stars of Heaven, and the Sand on the Sea-ſhore ; 


andi all this upon his Death. That which ſeemed 


to cut off other Mens Hopes, ſhould increaſe 
| ChrifPs. As he faith himſelf, John 12. 24. Ex- 
| cept a Corn of Wheat fall into the Ground and die, it 
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 


Fruit. So Chriſt by his Death, like the Root in 
the Ground, periſheth, that he may bring forth 


| Fruit. But tis added, 


Hie ſhall prolopg bis Days; that is, he ſhall live 
| for ever. Some refer it to his Seed, He ſhall pro- 


long the days of his Seed: So the Seventy. But 
bly *ris to be referred to Chriſt, tho the 
| Comfort alſo belongeth to the Faithful, their 


| they ſhall be eternal in his Eternity. 
| The Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall profper in bis bands ; 
_ | thatis, the Will of the Lord. The Will of the 


| fication, the Converſion of the World, the Col- 
| kfion of a Church, airy you may call the 
| Willof God. Any Deſign of his hat 

the hand of Chriſt ; Any thing in the grand 


ag 
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days ſhall be prolonged in the Life of Chriſt. And 


Lord for your Redemption, Juſtification, Sancti 


ſhall proſper in 


| 
} 
' 
| 
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or by his Miniſtry and Diſpenſation: both 
are called a Hand in Scripture ; as tis faj 
Numb. 36. 1 3. God publiſhed the Law by the ha 
of Moſes ;, Theſe are the Commandments and 
ments which the Lord commanded by the Hand of 

unto the Children of Iſrael. So 
that is, by his Miniſtry and Diſpenſation. 

Thus I have gone through the Phraſes : I have 
been the larger, becauſe I ſhall a little tay upon 
this Text. I do not find a Verſe ii the Scriptures 
that doth yield more Conſolation and Comfort to 
Chriſtians than this doth. Here's the Father's Or. 


dination, the Son's voluntary Suſception, God 


Covenant with Chriſt ; Chriſt is a Sacrifice for 
Sin. Here is the Promulgation of the Goſpel, 
the Life of Chriſt, and the Pleaſure of the Lord. 
O what a heap of Sweetneſs is here, if we had the 


Skill to draw out the Comfort of it 


I begin with the firſt, Tet it pleaſed the Lord ts 
bruiſe bim, be bath put bim to Grief. The Point is, 
| That all the Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt were laid on him 
by the Ordination and Appointment of God the Father. 
It was the Lord bruiſed him, and put him to 
Grief ; that is, it was by the Lord's Appointment 


fien of Reconciliation ; that is, by his Strength, - 


proſper in bis band, 


and Decree. This appears by Scripture, which 
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appointed, marked out for ſach a So tis 


let forth, Rom. 3. 25. Mbom God bath ſet forth to be 
a Propitiation for our Sins. So 1 Pet. 1. 20, Who 
verily was fore-ordained before the Foundation of the 
World, but was manifeſt in theſe laſt times for you. 
The Plot of the Goſpel was long ſince drawn in 
Heaven, and lay hid in God'FBrealt, till he was 
pleaſed to copy out his eternal Thoughts, and 
give the World a Draught of them. 


2. The beſtowing the Perſun of Chriſt upon us, 


ſo that he was made ours as it were, which is ex- 
preſſed in Scripture by God's ſending his Son, Jobs 
3-16, God ſo loved the World that be gave bis only 
begotten Son, He diſpoſed of his Perſon, to be 
handled fo as might make moſt for your good. And 
therefore in other places he is ſaid to ſend his Son, 
1 John 4. 10. He ſent his Son to be the Propitiation 
for our Sins. God diſpatched him on that great 
Errand. And in this ſenſe is the Apoſtles Phraſe; 
Rom. 8. 32. He ſpared not his own Son. He won 


not diſmiſs him from ſerving his Deſign, tho it 


rendred him liable to Wrath and Sufferings. Gave, 


ſent, would not ſpare, all theſe words imply the Ex- 
ecution of the Decree according to the Deſign of 


3. The determining of all the Sufferings of 


_ Chriſt: Not a Sorrow, but God had it in his 


Thoughts before all Worlds. Every Bruiſe and 
Stroke was a further diſcovery of hiseternal Coun- 
ſel: Ads 2. 23. Him being delivered by the determi- 


| tate Counſel and Fore-knowledg of Goa, ye have taken, 


and by wicked Hands have crucified and ſlain. Mark 


L ir, @pIT Au SNN S g ονẽ] q There was an ex- 


K Counſel for that, even the greateſt Miſchief 


|  Ilicir Wickedneſs could execute upon Chriſt; they 


had other Thoughts than to conform to God's 
"= Win, 
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Will, yet they dick but diſcover it, and draw it 


out to the World: Luke 22.22, The San of Man 


Lazineſs, that we do no more conſider the ſeveral 


Actions of Chriſt, they being all appointed and 


ordered in much Counſel by the Father: Ad . 
27, 28. Of a Truth againſt thy holy Child Jeſus whom 
thou haſt anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles and the People of Iſrael, were ga- 
 Thered together, for to do whatſoever thy Hand and thy 


Counſel determined be fore to be done. W hat Hera 


and the Jews, and Pontius Pilate and the Gentiles 
did, was-all that God would have to be done. Eve- 
ry Particular was conceived and deviſed in the De- 
cree of God, and fo necellary to be tulfilled ; for 
who bath reſiſted his Vill? Rom. 9. 19. God will 
cauſe the Decree to bring torth, and the World 
ſhalt ſee what is conceived in the Womb of his 
Counſels. 5 5 
4. There are ſome Expreſſions which ſeem to 
imply as if there were more than a bare Know- 
ledg and Permiſſion in this great Affair, as if there 
were ſome kind of Action in Chriſt's Sufferings. 
As here, It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and to put 
bim to Grief. Zach, 1 3. 7. - Awake, O Sword, againſt 
my Shepberd, and againſt the Man that is my Fellow, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts . Smite the Shepherd, and the 
Sheep ſhall be ſcattered. God is ſaid to awake and 
ſtir up the Sword againſt Chriſt, which implieth 
more than a bare Suffering, ſome kind of Efficien- 
cy and concurrent Act of God to the bruiſing and 
Grief of Chriſt. For that place is meant of Chriſt, 


herd that is God's Fellow but Chriſt. Beſides, 
Chriſt applieth it to himſelf, Mat. 26. 31. For it 
it written, I will ſmite the Shepherd, and the Sheep Al 


My Shepherd and my Fellow; there is no Shep- 
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the Flock ſhall be ſcattered, It will be worthy the 
enquiring then what Acts of God, what Efficiency 
there was from him towards the Sufferings of 
I. Thus far God concurred, by a withdrawing 
of his Preſence, and the fight of his Favour ; fo 
God might be ſaid to put him. to Grief indeed, 
for ſo Chriſt complaineth, Mat. 27. 46. My God, 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? That was the 
greateſt Torment that could be upon Chriſt's >pi- 


mt. His Humanity would not have been ſenſible 


of all the other Sorrows, if there were not a ſuſ- 
penſion of that Joy and Comfort which otherwiſe 
he might have taken in the Union of the Godhead. 
I ay, in this ſenſe God may be ſaid to put him to 
Grief by the withdrawing of his Love and Pre- 
ſence of Grace from his Apprehenſion. 
2. By ſuſtaining the wicked Inſtruments in their 
Natures, Beings, and Actings, whilſt they were 
drawing out their Spite and Violence againſt 
1 Chriſt: Acts 17. 23. In bim we live and move, and 
 bave our Beings, *Tis by his Concurrence the 
Action is brought forth. God could have blaſted 
the hand of Violence, blown them all into no- 
thing, even in the heat of their Fury againſt his 
Son; but the Lord upheld them in their Beings 
and Actings. As Chriſt ſaid to Pilate, John 19. 
It. Thou couldeſs haue no Power at all againſt me, 
except it were given thee from above, If there were 
not ſome Leave and Conceſſion from Heaven, they 
could do nothing. God can ſuſpend the Actions 
of the Creature at his pleaſure, as he did the Fire 
from burning, when the three Children were in 
m. And therefore ſo far God concurred to the 
ſupporting of the Creature in Acts of Violence 
and Sin againſt Chriſt ; Men have not a ow i 
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themſelves, ſeparate froma providential Aſſiſtance, | 
to operate or exerciſe any Power in them: The _ 
God doth not take away their Power, nl + he 
doth not co-operate with their Power, nothing 
will be done; as the Beaſts ſtood ſtill when the 
Wheels ſtood Rill, Ezek. 1. 21. When God ſtands 
ſtill, all ſecond Ciuſes are filent, and move 
at that time. And tho he does not diſſolve 
Beings, he can ſuſpend their Motion, if he will 
not work with them. There is his Concurrence | 
to the Action, tho not to the Pravity and Wie- 
kednefs of it. I conceive that is dangerous and 
unfafe to ſay. 
3. By — his Love and Glory by their Wie- 
kedneſs, that "Erviſed and afflicted Chriſt. God 
would not have 
how to make good uſe of it, and how he might 
reduce it by his Goodneſs and Wiſdom to his Glo- 
Ty. So far he would uphold them in their Acting; 
as to ſerve his of Salvation, and to caule |] 
his Pleaſure to proſper. It pleaſed the Lord to | 
bruife Chriſt, that he might bruiſe the Serpent: 
His aim was at his Head, tho Chriſt's Heel was 
—. — in the Enterprize : Gen, 3. 15. It ſbal 
uiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe bbs Hee, God 
430 make Sin it ſelf to turn to his own Glory. 
As Gregory ſaid of Adam's Fall, it was felix culpa, | 
becauſe it made way for ſuch a Redeemer as Chriſt, | 
becauſe it made way for his Redemption ; as the 
A 
mendeth the Righteouſneſs of God. And ſuch Effici- 
there was about Evil, tho not of Evil, that 
God mi ght bring Good out of it, and diſpoſe of it 
for — advantage of his own Counſels and In- 
tents. And ſo he may be ſaid to awake the Sword 


againſt the Shepherd that was his . 


permitted it, if he did not know | 


poſtle ſaid, Rom. 3. 5. Our Unrighteouſneſs com- | : 
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I uing the Effect of his own Decrees. 
* . of this Point are, 

1. Becauſe all things fall under his Decrees, and 
the care of his Providence, and therefore certain- 
ly this Matter of Chriſt does. See that place, Eph. 
1.11. He worketh all things after the Counſel of bis 
own ill the meaning is, There is nothing done 
in the World but God may be ſaid to work it; 
he doth it by Counſel, and by the Counſel of his 
own Will, in a wiſe Order, and freely, as God 
pleaſeth, and as he ſeeth beſt. God's Will and 
Counſel is the ground of all things. Mark the Ge- 
nerality of the Expreſſion, all things; nothing ſo 
low and frivolous but God's Will taketh cogni- 
zance of it: Nothing ſo wicked, but God will or- 


der and diſpoſe it for good: Mat. 10. 29. Not a 


Sparrow ſhall fall upon the Ground without your Fa- 
ther > And every Hair of your Head is numbered. 
Nothing fo ſinful as Fudas's Act and Pilate's, yet it 
was determined ; God's Hand and Counſel intend- 
ed it. Whatever is done, is done in reference to 
ſome fore-going Decree. pt! | 

2. Becauſe this was the ſpecial Deſign and Con- 
trivance of Heaven, to bring forth Chriſt into 
the World, all other Diſpenſations looked this 
way. Adams Fall, God's Providence through fo 
many Ages, did but tend to help on this great 
Birth. And therefore this Deſign of Chriſt is 
called by the Apoſtle, Eph, 3. 10. The manifold 


Wiſdom of God. All that Variety and Intermix- 


ture of Providences was but in purſuance of his 
Deſign; 1 Tim. 3. 16. Without Controverſy great is 
the Myſtery of Godljneſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, 
This was the great Contrivance, the Maſter- piec e 
of Heaven, that diſcovered moſt of God to the 
Creatures. It was much when God made Man af- 
Aa 3 ter 
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ter his own Image and Likeneſs, the wonder of 
Nature; yet 'twas more when God made himſelf 


after our Image, that is a wonder indeed. The 
A 


poſtle would have it carried above all Exception 


Heaven deſigned by God. 

Obje&t. How is the Creature to blame then for ſmi- 
ting and bruiſing of Chriſt ? Or if to blame, bowis 
God clear? It was by bis Ordination and Appoint. 
ment. | | . 
 __ Anſw. 1. For the Creatures blame, they are 
faulty; 

(r.) Becauſe God's ſecret Thoughts and Intents 
are not their Rule. Hidden things belong to 
God ; and *tis he that worketh according to the 
Counſel of his own Will. You muſt look to the 
Counſel of his Word : Tho God got a great deal 
of Glory, yet that was no thanks to them that 
crucified Chriſt ; for becauſe they crucified him, 
the Wrath of God came upon them to the utter- 
moſt, to their Ruin and Deſolation, 1 Thef. 2. 16. 

(2.) They had other ends, tho God turned it 
for good; Acts 2. With wicked bands ye have taken, 
and crucified, and flain. Iſa. 10. 7. Howbeit be 
meaneth not ſo, neither doth bis Heart think ſo ; but 


it is in his Heart to deſtroy and cut off Nations not & 


few. Judas's end was Gain, Pilate's to pleaſe the 
People, the High Prieſts to wreak their Malice ; 


but God bad other ends in it, the Salvation of 


fallen Man. 
(3.) God's Decrees did not compel them to E- 
vil, it implieth things will be, tho it doth not ef- 


fect them : there is no neceſſity of Conſtraint and 


Compulfion, tho there be of Infallibility. God 


taketh not Liberty from the Creatures, nor Con- | 
tingency from the ſecond Cauſes ; they act — 


wo > © I 


by all Chriſtians. Therefore it was eſpecially in | 
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' own way, tho God turneth it to his own ends; 
they were carried to it by their Wickedneſs. This 
is the plain Deciſion of the Matter. 

2. For the juſtifying of God when he judgeth ; 
his Juſtice cannot be impeached, becauſe he intu- 
ſeth no Evil, enforceth to no Evil, only ordain- 
eth what ſhall be; his Goodneſs cannot be im- 
peached for ſuffering things which he can turn io 
ſuch Advantage for his own Glory and the Crea- 
tures Good. And therefore as the San ſhineth 


H upon a Dunghil without having his Beams pollu- 


ted by it, ſo God's Ordination taketh in the Sin 
of the Creatures without any blemiſh to it ſelf. 
God's Decrees are imminent in himſelf, working 
nothing that is evil in the Creatures. Other 
things might be ſaid, but I would not perplex the 
Matter. | 
Application. 
Uſer. It ſerveth to give check to Curioſity. 
Men are bold in their Enquiries, and cavil at ſuch 
Diſpenſations. Tho you cannot ſee the reaſon of 
them, yet reſt in God's Appointment : It pleaſed 
the Father to bruiſe him. You ſhall find in Scrip- 
ture this is made to be the laſt Reſult of all Diffi- 
culty, the Pleaſure and Will of God: Col. 1. 19. 
It pleaſed the Father that in bim ſhould all Fulneſs 
dwell. If you would know the reaſon why the ſe- 
cond Perſon ſhould be choſen, and inriched with 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead, it pleaſed the Father. 
So for God's Liberty in diſpenſing Mercies to Babes, 
paſſing by wiſe Men; Mat. 11. 26. Even ſo, Fa- 
ther, becauſe it pleaſeth thee. 88 
| Uſe 2. Is Conſolation to Believers, Here is 
ample Incouragement for your Faith: Every 
Grain in the Life of Chriſt ſhould be weigh- 
ed. New this is a material Conſideration, that 
3 Aa 4 he 
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he was ordained by God the Father. 

. That the offended Party beginneth firſt tg 

think of a Remedy, 1 John 4. 19. He loved us fiſt, 
Certainly *tis a great Relief and Support to our 

Thoughts; God thinketh of a Pardon before we 

could "think of the Sin: It pleaſed the Father to 


take the Sufferings of Chriſt into his eternal 
Thoughts. O then when you have offended the 
Father, think you have a Chi iſt to preſent to him, 

one that he thought of before all Worlds. | 


2. Here is Incouragement. Chriſt is a Sacri- : 


fice of the Father's ordaining, he was pleaſed to 
bruiſe him. Therefore re joice and triumph! in be- 
lieving : You have found him who is acceptable to 


Men, how to appeaſe God ; when they are filled 
with Fears, and a ſenſe of divine Wrath, what 


would they give to redeem their Souls from Guilt? 


You ſhall ſee the Offers of the Creature are very 


the Lord, and bow my ſelf before the bigh God ? Shall 
I come before him with Burnt-Offerings and Calves of 
@ Tear old ? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of 
Rams, and ten thouſands of Rivers of Oil ? Sbal I 
give my firſt-born for my Tranſgreſſion, and the Fruit 
of my Body for the Sin of my Soul 2 Thus you ſee 
they bid high. O this will be your Diſpoſition 
when you are ſcorched with God's Wrath, any 
thing for a Pardon, for a Teſtimony of his Love. 
How ſhall you p leaſe him? Tho he will not accept 
of thy firſt-born, yet he will of his own Son, 
whom himſelf hath given thee. *Tis not the 
Creatures ſhift, but the Lord's Appointment. You 
may be ſure here is ſomewhat will pleaſe the Fa- 
ther, you have it from Heaven: This is my beloved. 
Gor ihm am well pleaſed. But God will * 
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God * Father. This is the great Inquiry of | 


large: Micah 6. 6, 7. Wherewith ſhall I come before 
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all Believers know it. O ſay with Joy then, Job 
33. 20. J have found a Ranſom : God will fay fo 
too, it was his Ordination for Reconciliation. = 
3. Here is Comfort agaialt Sins of Deliberati- 
on, it may be you have cater d for your Luſts, 


nd deviſed Wickedneſs upon your Beds; "tis fad 


| Herein is Love, not that we loved God, but that he 


when ſo much of your Hearts hath gone out to 
the ways of Sin. Sins of Counſel and Premedirta- 
tion do moſt ſadly wound the Spirit ; but here is 
your Balm and Comfort, Chriſt was the Reſult of 
God's eternal Thoughts, the Lord was deviſing 
the Remedy as well as we the Sin. 

Dſe 3. Is Information. It informeth us of di- 
vers things. 
I. The Greatneſs of God's Love: Jobn 3. 16. 
God ſo loved the World, that be gave his only begotten 
Son. Chriſt himſelf ſpeaketh of it with Admi- 
ration; ſo loved, as if there were not an Expreſſi- 
on great enough to ſhew how much; 1 Jobn 4. 10. 


loved us, and ſent bis Son to Le a Propitiation for our 
Sins. If you ſpeak of Love, this is Love indeed. 
When Abraham offered Iſaac, and would part 
with his Son, how doth the Lord make him Pro- 
miſes upon it! O then conſider what it was for 
God of all Perſons to chuſe the fecond Perſon in 
the Godhead, his Son, and to give him up for 
you, to determine ſo great Sufferings againſt him, 
to awaken the Sword againſt the Shepherd his Fel- 
low, and all for your ſakes. Conlider of it in 
your Thoughts, and let theſe Thoughts of God 
be ſweet and endearing to you; he was not bound 
to it, you could oblige him by no Merits, by no 
Satisfaction you could make him, only it pleaſed 


our dear Redeemer. | 


2. The 
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2. The Antientneſs of God's Love in Chriſt ; 

the Oldneſs of Love is the Commendation of it; : 
therefore God faith, Iſa. 54. 3. With an everlaſti 


Chriſt was conceived before all Worlds. Chriſt 
manifeſted in Time was the Effect of an eternal 


Love. You ſhall ſee the Scripture voucheth the 


Antientneſs of the Promiſe often; Tit. 1. 2. It 
hope of eternal Life, which God that cannot lie pro- 
uſed before the World began. A Promiſe that went 
before all time. 


3. It teacheth us to bleſs God the Father for 


giving and appointing of Jeſus Chrilt : *Tis good 


to look what Endearment every Perſon hath upon 


our Spirits, that ſo we may keep them up in our 

Thoughts as a proportioned Object for our Wor- 

' +thipand Reſpects. Here is the great Indearment: 
The Election of the Father cauſed the Donation of 
the Son: Epheſ. 1. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bath bleſſed us with ſpi- 


ritual Bleſſings in beavenly Places in Chriſt. Bleſs 
him not only as your Creator and Preſerver, but 
as the God and Father of Chriſt. 

4. It teacheth us not to look upon the face of 
things, but upon God's Counſel and Intents in 
them. The fouleſt Acts that ever were in God's 


Deſign, may ſerve moſt holy Purpoſes. Provi- 


dence is like a double-fac'd Picture, a Monſter _ 
a Woman. Gen. 45. 5. God ſent me before you 
preſerve Life. So in all that befalleth you, or = 
others do to you out of ill — God may work 
good out of it. 


1 come now to the ſecond Argument, why 
Chriſt's Death ſhould not be looked upon as infa- 
mous and ignominious to him; and that is * 

on 


Kindneſs will I have Mercy un thee, His — . ; 


— 


* 
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from the manner of his Sufferings : When thou 
fhals make bis Soul an Offering for Sin; or, when bis 
Saul ſhall make an Offering for Sin. I ſhall take no- 


1. Of the Form or Manner of it. 

2. The Matter, or what is contained in it. 

1. For the Form or Manner of it: It ſeemeth to 
de conditional and fæderal, that when Chriſt 
would do thus and thus, God would perform his 
part to him, and he ſhould injoy ſuch and ſuch 


Privileges. The Point is, 


Doct. That the buſineſs of Man's Salvation was 
tranſacted by way of Covenant Letween God and Cbriſt. 
Here is the Form of it, that in caſe Chriſt 
would make his Soul an Offering for Sin, he ſhould 


ſee his Seed, and prolong his days, and the Plea- 


fare of the Lord ſhould proſper in his hands. That 
this Point may be fully made out to you, I ſhall 
uſe this Method. 

Iſt. Shew how it may appear that there was 
ſuch a Covenant and Formality of Agreement be- 


2dly. What this Covenant is, and the ſeveral 
ways whereby it doth appear in Scripture. 
1ſt. I ſhall ſhew how it may appear there was 
ſuch a Covenant. 
1. By ſuch Titles given to Chriſt as do infer it, 
becauſe he is the Effect or Reſult of it; as Mal. 
3. 1. I will ſend the Angel or Meſſenger of the Cove- 
nant, even the Meſſenger of the Covenant whom ye 
delight in Bebold be ſhall come, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, This Him whom by Covenant I have de- 
ſigned to ſuch an Office, him whom by virtue of 
the Compact and Agreement I have made with 
him, 1 ſhall ſend to you. So you ſkall ſee he is 


called a Covenant: Iſa. 42. 6. And give thee for 4 
9 Cove- 


. eternal 
greement between God and Chriſt, he is ſaid to 
be a Covenant; that is, the Foundation of a Co- 
given for a Covenant, is to be a means to redeem 

2. By the Words that paſſed between God and 
Chriſt, that are recorded in Scripture. *Tis ve- 
ry obſervable that the Scripture, for the relieving 
of our ts and Apprehenſions, does make 
chu paſs by Words: So in this baknek 

to ords : in this dulneſs 
Pfal. 110. Thou art my Son, ſit thou at my right band. 


Pſal. 2. 8. Ask of me, and I will give thee the Hea- 


then for thine Inheritance, and the Parts of 
Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. But to this Affair in 
you ſhall ſee how God breaketh the matter 
him: Pſal. 89. 19. Thou ſpeakeſt in Viſion to the 
and ſaidſt, 1 bave laid Help upon one that 

mig and 


I 
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ſpeakeſt in a myſtical way to thy 

God revealeth himſelf to his holy One, 
id thus, Lo the Creatures are weak and mi- 
able, never able to recover themſelves into my 
but Thou art mighty; therefore I ſhall 


| 


Ty 
7 


pon you ſhall ſee Chriſt's Anſwer ; Zſal. 40. 
8. Lo I come, in the Volume of thy Book tis written 
thy Will, O my God. Chriſt 
to the terms, and was 
to the Pleaſure of 


T_T 
* 


es and Debates between God and 


bade exalted one choſen out of the Peo- 


i e upon you, to help them. And 


— 


| * 
Fg 
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ver. 10. the 53d Chapter of - 4 365. 
Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hands. 
5 3. It appeareth by the Carriage of Chriſt : 
be Scripture ſheweth every where that it was 
according to the Covenant God made with him : 
He undertook to do all things according to the 
| Will of the Father; John 4. 34. A Aeat ts to do 
T the il of bim that ſent me, and to finiſh bis Work. 
| And therefore he would punQually keep to the 
Laws of the Covenant. And accordingly he is 
faid to look up to God the Father, for the accom- 
1 pli of his Promiſe to him: Jobs 10. 2& 
This Commandment I received of my Father, that I 
1 ſhould lay down my Life I have agreed to it. 
1 12. 49. For I baue not ſpoken of my ſelf, but the Fa- 
er that ſent me, be gave me a Commandment whad 
I ſhould ſay, and what I (hould ſpeak. According 
to the Inſtructions he received from God, and the 
Tenour of his Commiſſion, he would not vary 
from it a tittle. And he goeth to the Father, and 
urgeth it to him; Jobn 17. 4. I have glorified thee 
mon Earth, and have finiſhed the Work which thou 
| gaveſt me todo. He did all that he was bound to. 
? So in many other places. 
| Ay. What this Covenant is. I ſhall here ſhew 
| you the whole draught of this Tranſaction. To 
2 Covenant there belong four things, two on 
the part of the Propoſer, and two on the part of 
the Undertaker ; and fo in this Covenant you will 
find the Scriptures fully diſcovering theſe four 
things : Two on God's part, and two on Chriſt*s. 
On God's part there is the Work and 
the Incouragements promiſed. And then on 
| Chriſt's part, the Work is undertaken, and the 
| Terms and Promiſes expected to be fulfilled. 
If. To begin with that which is God the Fa- 
ther's part, who being the firſt in order af = 
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he firſt Covenanter. In the motioning = 
of x thing, weh required, and omen | 
promiſed. 


1. See what is required then, and what Charge 
is given to Chriſt ; Help is laid upon the Shoul- 
ders of Chriſt. It may be referred to two Heads. 
(..) He was to do ſomething by way of Merit 
and Impetration, that ſo he might ſatisfy the 
Creatures Ingagement, and merit the Favour of 
God for them, which they had forfeited ; and 
there were divers ſteps in this: He was to diveſt 
himſelf of his Glory, to ſtrip himſelf of all Ap- 
pearances of the Godhead. And therefore he is 
Lid to be imployed as an Inſtrument and Servant 
in the Execution of God's Decrees. Hence 
*tis ſaid, Iſa. 53. 2. He ſhall grow up before him as 
a render Plant, and as a . Ground, 
no Form nor Comelineſs. Before him ; that 
is, before God the Father. Ver. 11. By bis Knows 
ledg ſhall my righteous Servant juſtify many. 1ſa.42.1. 
Behold my Servant whom I uphold. To this end he 
was to take a Body: Heb. 10. 5. A Body baſt thou 
prepared me. And to take Fleſh of a Woman: 
and therefore tis ſaid, Gal. 4. 4. God ſent forth bis 
Son, made of a Woman, made under the Law. He 
was to take an Office of Service and Obedience, 
and then to work all our Works for vs. *'Tis 
faid he was made under the Law, ſubjected to the 
firſt Covenant of Works. He was to be holy, 
and harmleſs, and undefiled, to be exerciſed with 
divers Sufferings, Reproaches, and Injuries ; there- 
fore called a Man of Sorrows, Iſa. 53. 3. And it 
God in this regard to make the Captain 
of our Salvation through Sufferings. Then 
at length to humble himſelf to the very Death, 
and in great Conſternation and Agonies 2 
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| his Life, and to pour out his Soul as an Of- 
Be for Sin: And all by the Command of the 
Father ; that is, by the Charge laid upon him by 
God. And thus far the Merit. He left his Glo- 
ry, taking our Nature, our Works, our Debts 
upon himſelf, and ſubjected himſelf to the Wrath 
of God the Father, that he might make an Atone- 
ment for the Sins of the World, ſufficient for all 

Mankind. 

(. 2.) God gave him ſomething touching the Ap- 
plication of his Merit. God gave in the Names 
of divers Perſons, and bad him have a care over 
them. Therefore 'tis ſaid, John 10. 3. He calleth 
bis own Sheep by Name. He hath ſuch a ſpecial 
care over them, as if every diſtin& Name were 
given unto him, and there were a charge com- 
mitted to him to have a care of that Soul. And 
the Ele& of the Father are faid to be given to 
Chriſt : John 17. 6. Thine they were, and thou ga- 
veſt them me. Now what was he todo to them, 
i. e. to thoſe of the World whom God had choſen 
as his? He was to enlighten them, he was to bring 
them into Covenant with himſelt by enlightning 
| them. God ſaith of Chriſt, I/a. 42. 6. I will give 
| thee for a Covcnans of the People, for a Light to the 
Gentiles; that is, to ſhine in upon them in the 
Darkneſs of their natural Eſtate, to bring them 
home to himſelf: John 6. 37. All that the Father 
giveth me ſhall come to me : And them that come to 
me ] will in no wiſe caſt out. And the Reaſon is gi- 
ven in the next Verſe, Tis the Will of my Father. 
| And then he was to comfort them by the glad 
_ Tidings of Salvation: Iſa. 61. 1. The Lord bath 
dnointed me to reach good Tidings to the meek He 


| hath ſent me to bind up the broken-beavted, to proclaim 


Comfort to all that mourn, to proclaim Liberty to the 
OY Cap- 


366 A Prattical Expoſition ue 
Captives, and tbe 

bound. And after this to bear with their Weak- 
neſs and Waywardneſs; for that is a part of his 
charge: Iſa. 42. 3. A bruiſed Reeg ſhall be not break, 
and the ſmoking Flax ſhall be not quench. Lovingly 
to bear with the Ignorance and Weakneſſes of his 
Children, and topply all their Defects by his Spi- 


opening the Priſon to them that d 


rit and Strength: lia. 4. 11. He ſhall feed bis Hack 


like a Shepherd, be ſhall gather the Lambs with bis 
Arm, and carry them in bis Baſom, and gemy lead 
thoſe that are with young. He ſhall have a ſpecial 
and certain Care of his tender Flock. Beſides, 
| where they want Strength, he ſhail lend his own 
and fo ſweetly lead and guide them by 
his Counſel, till he has brought them to his Glory, 
that is in his Commiſion and Charge: John 6. 40. 
And this is the Will of bim that ſent me, that every 
one that ſeeth the Son, and believethon him, may have 

mg Life, and | will raiſe him up at the laſt 
day. This is the Father's Charge, who doth as it 
were ſay thus to his Son, If you will ingage your 
ſelf to me, here is the Work you are todo; you 
muſt leave your Glory, and become my Servant; 
I have fitted 2 Body for you, and you ſhall fulfil 
the Law, and live in Meanneſs and Miſery, and 
then yield up your ſelf to an accurſed Death, that 
ſo you may merit my Favour for theſe Perſons 
whoſe Names I give you: And then you ſhall 
_ oblige your ſelf to inlighten and quicken them by 
your Spirit, that their Bondage may be removed: 
And you ſhall cheriſh them, and comfort 
them, and ſupport them, eſpetially the weak 
ones among them, until you have perfected them, 
and brought them to Glory. This is the fum, 
and this was the Will of the Father, and the 


Charge given to Chriſt : So that whatſoever Chrif Y 
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added as Mediator, he acteth as God's Servant. 
2. Now the Work being propoſed, God pro- 
miſeth what he ſhould & by way of Incou- 
ragement and Reward for it; and that is this, 
that in caſe Chriſt will undertake all this, he ſhall 
not want Help, he ſha!l have the Spirit: Iſa. 6. r. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me + And that he 
mould have the Spirit without meaſure, not by 
drops, as the Creatures have: And that he ſhould 
have all countenance, God would not forget his 
Relation in the Meanneſs of. his Diſguiſe ; I will 
be to bim 4 Father, and be ſhall be to me a Son, Heb. 
1. 3. And becauſe empty Relations are nothing 
worth, God would not only be a Father in Title, 
but diſpenſe all fatherly Care and Reſpects to him, 
ſo that tho he meet with tion and Diſcou. 
| ragements, he ſhould be born up againſt the brunt 
| of them: Ifa. 42. 4. He ſhall not fail nor be diſcou- 
} raged, till be have ſet J in the Earth, and 

r He ſhall ſtill have 
| the beſt. His Judgments and Law ſhall be ſet up: 

And ſorry impotent Men ſhall but expreſs their 
Malice, they ſhall not wreak and fatisfy it, for 
| the Lord will be with him: IIa. 42. 6. He ſhall 

not fail nor be diſcouraged ;, the meaning is, he will 

mightily come in for his Aſſiſtance. And then af- 
ter all this, he ſhall be full of Succeſs and Tri- 
umph: He ſhall. ſee bis Seed; and God's Pleaſure 
| fallthrive in his hands. He ſhall have any thing, 
| Kingdom that knoweth no End, and no Limits: | 
Flal. 2. 8. Ak of me, and I will give thee the Hea- 
| then for an Inberizance, and the Parts of the 
Earth for a Poſſeſhkon. He ſhall have Power over 


| his Adverſariesto uſe them at pleaſure, to dam 


them in pieces as a Potter's Veſſel is ſhattered into 
peces by an Iron Mace. a ——Q 
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Vellel to an Iron Mace? And then the 
and ſtooping of all Creatures before him: 


2 
not only ro break the ſtouteſt Back, 
| buets bow the ſtffeſt Knee. And wherefore, | 


raged by Promiſes not only to his bur 
his People: As a of Grace; Col. x. 19. 

It pleaſed the Father that in bim all Fubneſs ſhould 
dwcll. 7 a Power to juſtify 15 By bis 
K nowledy ny righteous Servant juſtify many 
To ſanctify, inlighten, and , mg them. Al 
: dings « are r delivered 1 me of my | 


n * 


** 2 e - 
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_ 2dhy. Now you ſhall ſee that this is accepted by 
God the Son, the Work is undertaken with refe- 
-venee.to the: Terms. | 

1. The Work is undertaken. God the Son be- 
nl could not have been com- | 
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and to finiſh bis Work. *Twas a gladſom thing to 
him, as the hours of Repaſt are to an ordinary 
Man. As for the Impetration, God would have 
him lay aſide his Glory: And tis ſaid, Phil. 2.7. 
| Ard made bimſelf of no Reputation, and took upon 
dim the Form of a Servant, and was made in the 
likeneſs of Men, Incarnate; He was found in faſhion 
of a Man. It was his Father's Will that he ſhould 
eproaches and Injuries: Iſa. 50. 5, 6. 
opened mine Ear, and I was not rebel- 
lious, neither turned away my Back : I gave my Back 
to the Smiters, and my Checks to them that plucked off 
the Hair e I bid not my Face from Shame and Spitting. 
Chriſt offered himſelt to all theſe Indignities, be- 
ing bound to it. He would noObe rebellious a- 
 gainſt bis Father's Motion. Then to do our 
Works; therefore he is ſaid to be obedient. And 
then to pay our Debts, and therefore he is ſaid to 
be obedient to the Death of the Croſs, Phil. 2. 7. 
Then for the Application of the Merit ; he invi- 
teth the weary, Mat. 11. 28. He enlightneth the 
blind, diſpoſſeſſeth Satan, ſets the Captive free, 
- Mar. 5. 18. Pitieth the faint; Luke 15. 5. And 
when be bad found it, be layeth it on bis Shoulders, re- 
joicing. He bringeth home the weary upon his 
own Shoulders; and at length bringeth them to 
Glory : John 6. 40. And this is the Will of bim that 
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Iſrael, and bis holy One, to bim whom Man deſpiſeth, 
to bim whom the Nations abbor, to a Servant of Ru- 
lers, Kings ſhall ſee and ariſe,and Princes alſo ſhall wor. 
8 ſhip, becauſe of the Lord that is faithful, and the boly 
One of Itrael, and be ſhall chuſe thee. He comforts 
himſelf with the Promiſes of Succeſs and Glory, 
that tho the Nations ſhould deſpiſe it, yet Kings 
ſhould ſee it, and Rulers worlds! him. The Apo- 
ſtle quoting a Prophecy of Chriſt, faith in his 
Perſon, Heb 2.13. / will put my Truſt in him; that 
is, for his Seed: Hebold I, and the Children which 
Gd bath given me. So for his people: the Spirit 
is called the Promiſe of the Father; Zuke 24. 49. 
And behold I ſend the Promiſe of the Father unto you : 
that is, the Spirit which my Father hath promi- 
ſed, he will give you. And he pleadeth for his 
_ own Glory upon this ground, becauſe he had ſub- 
mitted to God's terms: John 17. 5. And new, 0 
Father, glorify thou me with thine own ſelf, with "the 
Glory [ bad with thee before the World was. 80 for his 
People; ver. 24. Father, I will that they alſo whom - 
_ thou baſk given me, be with me where I am, and that 
they may bebold my e given me - 
jr ta ume fare th * 8 
Thou didſt is G to me, =; 
them in me, in the everlaſting Covenant. And 
thus I have given you a taſte of this matter. 0 
The Reaſons are theſe; 
1ſt. That God wight found another Covenant | 
upon it; therefore God would make a Covenant 
with his Son before he would make a Covenant 
with his Creatures; for indeed Chriſt's Covenant 


ver. 10. the 53d Chapter & Thaiah. 
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ſoning may be looked upon as the more cogent, 


do but eye the ſeveral Differences between both 
theſe Covenants. | 
1. This was made with Chrift, he is the only 
Fzderate or Perſon in Covenant with God; but 
now in the other Chriſt is indeed a main Fzderate, 
the prime Fzderate or chieteſt Perſon in Cove- 
nant, but not the only Fzderate. That he is the 
prime Fzderate is clear; Ga.. 3. 16. To Abraham 
and bis Seed were the Promiſes ;, but be ſaith not Seeds, 
as of many, but to thy Seed, as to one, which is Chriſt - 
that is, Chriſt myſtical, the whole Church, Head 
and Members, are called Chriſt in Scripture : 
1 Cor. 12. 12. For as the Body is one, and bath many 
Members, and all the Members of that one Body being 
many are one Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt. *Tis true, the 
Promiſes are mainly pitched upon his Perfon, bur 
from him deſcend to the reſt; for the Covenant is 
not made with Chriſt only, as appeareth, Heb. 8.8. 
| Twill make a Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and 
the Houſe of Judah. *Tis made with all Believers: 
This is made to Chriſt myſtically, whereas the 
other we ſpeak of now is made to Chriſt perſo- 

2. This made with Chriſt is a Covenant of 
Works in the very Formality of ir, and obliged 
him to ſubject himſelf to a Covenant of Works, 
to fulfil Obedience for the Creatures, and 
to ſatisfy for the Debts of the Creatures, and to 
buy out their Peace by the Price of his own Blood. 
But now the Covenant made with Believers is a 
Covenant of Grace. God dealt with Chriſt in 
Juſtice, that he might deal with us in Mercy: 
Rom. 3. 24. Being juſtified freely by bis Grace, through 
the ian that is in Jeſus Chriſt. Gad dealeth 
with us freely, tho he 8 his Juſtice upon 2 
B b 3 us 
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ſas Chriſt. The Yoke of the old Covenant is not 
upon the neck of Believers, 
it is upon the Back of Chriſt. 

3. This Covenant made with Chriſt is eternal, 
before all Worlds; the other, the Covenant of 
Grace, is made with us in time, and we enter in- 
to it in time. I confeſs in it ſelf *tis very old, 
ever ſince the firſt Promiſe dropped from God's 
Mouth; Gen. 3. 15. The Seed of the Woman ſhall 
bruiſe the s Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his 
Heel. Tho ſince that it hath been renewed, and 
we come to have ſhare in it at Converſion, yet l 
ſay tis very old, ever ſince the Fall; however tis 


before all time: Tit. 1. 2. In bope 


began; that is, to Jeſus Chriſt. Before any Suc- 
ceſſion of Time Chriſt received Promiſes for you, 
and undertook to beſtow eternal Life upon Belie- 
vers: 2 Tim. 1. 9. tis ſaid, According to bis own 
| Purpoſe and Grace which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus 
| before the World began : that is, it was given to 
_ Chriſt for us. And this it may be is the meaning 
of that, Heb. 1 3. 20, That Feſus Chriſt i 


24 Reaſon, 


becauſe the Stroke of 


not ſo old as the Covenant with Chriſt that was 
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Order of Melchizedec. There: you have God's 

Oath for Chriſt*s Prieithood, which noteth an ir- 
revexſible Sentence. Tho the Creatures play faſt 
and looſe with him, yet God thinketh himſelf ne- 
ver enough bound to them. And therefore he 
- would tie himſelf in ſuch ways as are moſt ſolemn 
and obliging amongſt Men, as by Oaths and Cove- 
nants: He would fain ſtabliſh the Hearts of Sin- 
| ners, and make things certain to them; and there- 
fore he giveth this account of his eternal Tranſ- 
| ations for your good, they were ordered by way 


| of Covenant. 


be is inga 


3d Reaſon, This is a way that yieldeth much 
Comfort 2 Sefton ie u Norte of Got. 
This is the moſt comfortable Repreſentation of 
Jeſus Chriſt that can be made to you, t for 

we Reaſon you, and that for 
t. You have a double Ingagement upon God 
aged to Chriſt, and he is ingaged to you. 
O that is it that makes all ſure to our Souls, that 

$ ingag'd to Chriſt firſt * If God had only 


376 Praia N * 
buſineſs is more ſore and f : 2 Cor. 8. 1 
Goa was in C the World to bimfel, 
There is great Comfort that he would traaſac 
the Matter wich Chriſt, before he would meddle 
and deal with the World. 


2 You have double Promiſes; the very Pro- 


miſes that are made to Chriſt's they are 
your Promiſes as well as Chriſt's, b far as they 
are compatible with your State and Condition. 
Your Mediator will be nothing but what you ſhall 
have the benefit of; nay tis very obſervable that 
we have Glory not only by virtue of the Promiſes 
made to our ſelves, but by virtue of the Promiſes 
made to Chriſt, that we ſhould have Glory, as 
Chriſt prays, 11 17. 23, 24. 22 
thou gaveſt me | [4 wr read 

that 12 * whom ths bf 


22 — 29 1 ajeend 
te my Father and your 


i 1 you ſtall ſee God promiſed to acqui 
— the Sine he ſhould take 
and to free him from the R 


upon him, 
eproaches that ſhould 
de caſt upon his Perſon, becauſe of his gx 
A in the Warld : Ifa. 50. 7, $. For the 


ga. 2» ms r 


ATT. 


Tard God will ba me, therefore I ſhall not de, 


4 AY 5 *R a 


Ver. a0. the 53d Chapter of Ia. 37% 
a If all the World count me a Singer, 
God will juſtify me. As the Apoſtle applieth ie 
to Believers : Rom. 8. 33. Who ſhall lay any N 
#0 the change of God's Ele ? Ir is God that ju 
God dealt with Chriſt as the firſt — eng if 
Chriſt had the Spirit put upon him, you ſhall have 
the Spirit by virtue of the firſt Promiſe : Iſa. 42. 1. 
] bave put my Spirit upon bim, „ 
Tudoment to tbe Gentiles. Iſa. 44. will pour 
er- ty Sed, and my) ift won hom thine Off: 


Uſe 1. Is Exhortation by way of Inference to 
two Duties. 
1/8. If there be ſuch a Covenaat, meditate up- 
on it. O *tis the moſt comfortabie Subject that 
you can ſpend your upon! Conlider 
the Form of it, that the divine Decrees were laid 
in the way of a Covenant; and that God and 
Chriſt ſhould article one with another. You may 
fetch a great deal of Comfort and Support for 
your Faith out of this. 

s -- It occaſioned God and Chriſt to become both 
| Believers, and to truſt one another; and Chrift 
| is 6 Believer to this day : Heb. 10. 13. From bence- 
* — be made bis Footſtool. 


F 
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Treat 1 


'F ver.zo. the 53d Chr Hanh. % 
title. Therefore God will make good his Word 
to Jeſus Chriſt for yoo, tho humble and vile in 
your ſelves: No matter tho you be baſe in your 
own Eyes; conſider the Truth of God plighted to 
his Son, who was not unfaithful. | 
' 4. Againſt fears of Apoſtacy. O you ſhall not 
keep faithful with God! Why conlider, God doth 
not deal firſt with you as with particular Perſons, 
but with Jeſus Chriſt : The Covenant is not com- 


| upon every 
| Offence. In the ſtate of Innocency we had per- 


feft Peace, but twas ſuch an Eſtate as was capable 
of Enmity, becauſe the Covenant was made with 
our ſelves : but now tis made with Chriſt, that 
is a firm Foundation. If we were ſtill left to our 
— it were not certain that any ſhould 
ſa 
 2dly. The Matter of the Covenant; this yields 
ground of Comfort alſo. Do but conſider what 
iſt was bound to, or what God promiſed 
with Unbelief, an you. 

how to upon any Comfort? If 
to Chriſt, God hath given him a charge 
; your Souls, you ſhall not periſh ; 
is bound to - 

to 


E 


+ 
E 
7 


5 


the Virtue of his Suffer - 
by them. Are you feeble ? 
ace for you in Chriſt's Bo- 
are for Lambs that can- 


apply 
merit 
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1 
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to preach Freedom to the Captives. fl 
ns Daum Cos a * 
full ſee the Lord Jeſus — — 
py y your Wants. Is a Nation ſtubborn and 
Chriſt ? ls it not ſaid, He ſhall ſet Judgment 
in the Earth, that the Iſles ſhall wait for bis Law ß 
there Oppoſition againſt Chriſt his Glory and Ser. | 
vants? Is it not ſaid, He ſhall not fail, nor be bro. 
len in Judgment ? Alas, theſe Adverſaries can do 
nothing ; like Bees they may ſting, but they 
leave their Life behind them. God will ſtill up- 
hold the Hand and Head of Chriſt. This is the 
firſt part to meditate on. 
2. If there were a Covenant made with 
O chen get an Intereſt in him, poo fragt 
dim, that ſo you may come within the compaſs of | 
his Care and Commiſſion. Every thing belongeth 
to you according to your 
1. 20. The Promiſes ave in bim Tea, and in him 4 
men. Still a Man's Hope is in the Covenant of 
Grace: and you ſhall ſee Chriſt hath all to do in 
the Covenant of Grace. | 
1. In this Covenant between God and Chriſt he 
zs only Fæderate, he hath taken the whole Buſineſs | 
upon himſelf, to diſcharge you out of the Cove- 
nant of Works, to deſtroy Tie Powers of Hell 
to bring you into Favour with God. We cannot 
do it with our Prayers and Tears: Hoſes 13. 14. 
7 will ranſom them from the Power of the Grave, [ 
mill redeem them from Death. O Death, 1 will be thy 
To: Om, I will be thy DeſtruFion. Chrilt 
this when God the Father and Chriſt 
entred into a formal ſolemn Compact, for ſo the 
Apoſtle explaineth it, 1 Cor. 15. 55. 
2. In the Covenant of Grace made with Belie- 
a2 


Intereſt in Chriſt: 2 Cor, | 


ver. 10. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 38x 
| raketh ſeveral Relations upon himſelf, which ſeem 
I. atherwiſe to becontra-di 

| (1.) He is called the Teſtator or Author of the 
I Covenant: Heb. 9. 16. For where there is 4 Teſta- 


ed by by his Death : He up 

- | Controverſies that might fall out between God 
| and us; and fo the whole is aſcribed to him; 
therefore he is ſaid to be the Author and Finiſher of 
aw Faith, Heb. 12. 2. Our Faith is built upon 
A that Covenant, and Peace with Chriſt is ſurely 
[ ordained for us. We are ſaid to be his People, 
| Mat. 1. 20. And be (hall ſave bis People from their 
Sins. And therefore there are many Promiſes in 

— 2 that paſs in the Name of Chriſt: 
| hat he will do to us, which ſhews him 

| to de Joiat Author together with God in the Co- 
being Heir with his Father, is Heir 

[ whe Promiſes. So that you ſce there is no like- 


3 


E 
twixt God and us, to make up all Breaches that 
may be on our Default; he mediates with the Fa- 


ſee that we yield up that 

God be ſatisfied. He is to 
do all our Works for us, and all our Works in us; 
fo that God calleth upon Chriſt, and we call upon 
Chriſt. All is done in him, and therefore God 


gans SN SS Ker 


calleth him his Witneſs, Iſa. 55. 4. Te are my Wit- 4 
neſſes, and my Servant whom 7 have choſen, Iſa. 43.10. ® 
He is my chief Witneſs, that 1 am faithful, and 4 
true, and able. Chriſt will undertake for him, U 
and he I undertake for you, for you need a Surety 
) In the Covenant of Grace Chriſt is the | * 
prime Fæderate; the Promiſes are mainly pitched | 
| 2 
| 1 
put Enmuty \ > 
thy Seed * 
thou ſhalt 
Chriſt ef | \ 
the hol 4 
Ke 4 
ons would: not | 


EF 


2 
— 4 
— I 
— 


cri. Well then, 


_— —— ” „ 9 c „ 


pyoa could have, that there ſhould be a Covenant 
detween the Perſons of the Godhead, 


| Words abſolutely, and not conſidered under that 


the Sin or the Treſpefs- 


22 
ina, — + 


Ver. 10. the 53d Chapter of Inh. 38; 
milies of the Earth be bleſſed. The Covenant of 
Works was made with Adam and all Mankind, 


and Adam received it for all his Race: fo 
ſee the Neceſſity and Be- 
uſt, n 


vi Br 


tled to his Care as he is the only Fzderate, that 


nefit of Union with 


you may y receive his sand 


— and Ordainer 


poor Head, 
| called Chriſt. 


3. To love God. Von have the greateſt Expe- 
4 of the Love of the Godhead that 


the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, that they would 
mutually ingage one another for your good. Tis 
the higheſt Indearment you could have from them, 


| that God ſhould ordain you his Son to carry on | 


the Work of your Salvation; therefore ingage 


| and give up your ſelves to God again: ſeeing the 
| Lord ſhould deviſe fuch a way, and Chriſt effect 
| it, give up your ſelves by Covenant to God. | 


But l come now to the Matter, or to handlethe 


bogey Mben thou ſhalt 
— ed or as tis in the 
make bis Saul fon, Jn, Aſcham, 


is, himſelf. 7 | 
and loſe bis con S? — 26. 
is, bimſelf, Body and Soul. II tes 


whole 


His Soul, thas 


whole Man was offered up. He could not ſacri- 
dee his Divinity. The Apoſtle Peter faith, z# _ 
ſuffered in the Fleſh. 1 
Doct. The Sacrifice of Feſus Chriſt was the only int 
ſatisfa&ory and expiatory Sacrifice for Sin. 
1. Becauſe it was of God's own ordaining. God 
will be pleaſed with nothing 
Fooliſh Man would fain give Laws to Hea 
think to pleaſe God with what liketh hi 


and 


would be inticed by their own Lure. Chriſt is the 
only Aſcbam - God requireth not ten thouſand Ri. 


vers of Oil; and all things elſe are nothing to | 


God's Will. Chriſt was of his own Appoiat- 


ſweer-ſ 
Sacrifice 


Ipes | 
they could not make the Comers to them perſect, | 


as the Apoſtle proveth, Heb. 9. 9. There was 


either in Worſhip, or in Sacrifices; as if Gad 


ere ener 


in the. They could not make bim that did the 


T Ver. 10. the 53d Chapter of Haiah. 


full and compleat Obedience. Your Prayers would 


| "= 
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why they would have ſomewhat above Sacrifices, 
becauſe ſt ill there was ſomething that ſtuck with 
them, that this was not enough : And therefore 
they in Aficab added their firſt-born, Aficab 6. 
2 Chron. 33. 6. And be cauſed bis Children to paſs 
thorow the Fire in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom. 
There was ſomewhat that cauſed Parents to be ſo 


- unnatural belides the Example of the Heathens. 


And truly it was becauſe their Conſciences were 
not perfect. They had not the good Anſwer 
that Peter ſpeaketh of, they could not be perſwaded 
God was appeaſed by the killing of a Beaſt. 
3. No other thing could be fatisfatory and ex- 
beſides the Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt. The 
rh Iſaiab bringeth in God as ſaying, He ſaw 
that there was n9 — and wondred that there was no 


| Interceſſor, therefore his Arm brought Salvation. 12 


could have had no other Perſon to interpoſe for 


| kim. Therefore Chriſt, who is the Arm of the 


Lord, he brought Salvation to him. All the An- 
gels in Heaven were not able to lay down a valua- 
ble Conſideration ; there was no Interceſſor, no 
latervener, none that could come between Man 
and Wrath. No Creature can ſtand before infi- 
nite Wrath to couatermand it; Man was not a- 
ble, nor all his Tears available. The Law taketh 
no notice of Sorrow for Sin. *Tis true, the 
Creature was eaſily inclined to think of Merit in 
that which is dolorous and coſtly ; but tis but a 


vain thought, the Law is Gatisfied only through 


not do. Chriſt. doth not barely pray to God, but 
offer himſelf alſo : hs heres one wad ns 


bave been ſufficient : Heb. 22. . 
of Bod there is no kh, 
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4. Chriſt facrificing of himſelf complied with 
_ God's Deſign, which is double. 


cy. Theſe things would not have been drawn 
out for the Creatures Benefit, had it not been for 

this Deſign. The Father is glorified in being the 
Contriver, the Son in being the Mediator, the 
Spirit as the Applier and Settler of Comfort in the 
Hearts of Chriſtians. This was a high Honour 
to Chriſt, next that perſonal Glory that he had 
with the Father before all Worlds. When Chriſt 
was about to die, he faith, Jobn 13. 31. Now is 
te Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in bim. 
The Son eſpecially ; and not him alone, but the 
whole Godhead, the Spirit is glorified in your 
Senſe and Experience of him. 
(2.) To magnify his Juſtice and Diſpleaſure 
againſt Sin: Rom. 3. 25. God ſet out Cbriſt to de- 


clare bis Righteouſneſs in the Remiſſion of Sin. God 
would 3 not only by way of 


Intreaties, but Satisfaction. You can as well ſtand 


before the Seat of Judgment, as the Throne of | 


Grace, if God forgives Sinners. God's Juſtice 


if all the World had wo _ wr. OT 
- pears by the Impartialneſs of it, that 
Sit rave bis owe Bee 3 but the Merit of it is 


here is room for Acceptation through the Worth 


of his Perſon that did all. If Men had been dam- 


. , 


ver de ſaid to beglorified, *Tis more to the Cre · 


ditor to have his Debt paid at once, than always 


a paying: Ten thouſand Found is a long time 2 


layeth it down in a little time, and pays all. 


(1.) To diſcover the Glory of the Trinity, his 
Love to the Souls of Men, and the Spirit's E flica- 


ww eggs =. — 


is more glorified in puniſhing Sin in Chriſt, than 


Ged would be glorifying his Juſtice, but ne- 


paying by a poor Man in Shillings, but a rich Man | 


ie. the 53d Chapter Iſaiah. 387 
Uſe 1. Then diſclaim other Satisfactions, your 
Tears, your Duties, your Repentancez do not 
1 think to pleaſe God with thele : Alas, you will 
never know when the Work is done fully ; Men 
make their way to God eaſy through theſe. Na- 
qurally we truſt in our Works and Duties; theſe 
Ge rater en then Cauſes. Look higher than 
your Prayers and Tears to Jeſus Chriſt. 


I now come to the third Reaſon, why the Death 
| and Sufferings of Chriſt are not ignominious to 
| him: And tis drawn from the Fruits of his Suf. - 
ferings, which are three. 
I be firſt is a Propagation of his ſpiritual Seed, 
He ſhall ſee bis Seed. By Seed uſually the Scrip- 
ture meaneth Poſterity ; He ſhall ſee his holy Po- 


| feerity, that is, thoſe that are begotten to Chriſt 


by the Word. Obſerve here two things; 
1. That Believers are the Seed of Chriſt. 
2. That Chriſt ſhall live to ſee _—_— 
Doc. That Believers are Chriſt's See 

By Purchaſe and Covenant he — it 
of the father, inan his Generation 


ty 3 i 
e ſpiritual Seed, that is ap- 
: Epb. 3. 15. tis faid of 
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not be counted his Race: Not in Iſmael, but in : 


| ljaac. So here, every Son of Adam is the Son of 


God, Luke 3. last. But in Chriſt ſhall thy Seed | 


be called. Men cannot be God's Sons, but by 


being Chriſt's Seed : You have no ſpiritual Right 


to God's Fatherhood out of him. 
Object. But you will ſay, How are Believers 


Curiſt's Seed, ſince tis ſaid every where, that we | 
are born of God? And eſpecially tis ſaid, 1 Jh 


3. 1. Behold what manner of Love the Father bath be- 
ftowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of 


God! And in other places it ſeemeth we are the 


Spirit's Sced : John 3.5. Except a Alan be born of 
Water and of the Spirit, be cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God. And we are ſaid to be born of the 
Spirit: 1 Cor. 4. 15. Tet have ye not many Fathers, 
for in Chriſt Jeſus have l begotten you through the Go- 
ſpel. My Anſwer ſhall be in theſe Reafons, 
1ſt. By reaſon of the Gift of the Father, who 
made over all Dif 


and all cometh from the Son : and God the Father 


worketh nothing in us but in reference to the Lord l 
Chriſt. And he hath given over all his Intereſt 


and Relations to Chriſt: John x7. 6. Thine they 
were, and thou gaveſt them me. They were God's 


Sons, but he made them over to Chriſt ; ſo that N 
alFthe Relation that we have to God the Father, | 
is through the Son; he is our Father, as he is the 


Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And we cometo 


have Intereſt in the Love of the Father, by the | 
Love of the Scn : for tis aid, John 1. 12. As ma- | 
ny as received bim, to them gave be Power to become | 


the Sons of God. *Tis Chriſt gave us that Power 


S. ragt 22 


penſations and all Relations to 

the Son: John 5. 22. He bath committed all Judgq- 
ment to the Son, So all things are delivered to me of 
my Father, Mat. 11. 25. So that Quickening, Life, 


JF Ver.1o. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 389 
and Prerogative. So Gal. 4. 5. That we that were 


/ 


under the Law might receive the Adoption of Sons. So 
that yeu ſee through the Gift of the Father we 
are Chriſt's Seed. He worketh nothing in us, and 


doth own us no farther than we belong to the Son: 


for as he is Chriſt's Father, fo he is our Father; 
and as his Seed, we are God's Sons born to him. 
2dly. Becauſe the Lord Chriſt did ſo much to 
haſe them, and gain vs for his Seed. 

(t.) He died for them. Chrilt, like Rachel, di- 
eth, that he may bring forth. Perit dum parit - 
He periſheth that he may bring forth. You are 
Benomies, the Children of his Sorrows. Jon 12. 
24. Except a Corn of Wheat fall into the Ground and 
die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth 


| much Fruit, not elſe. Iſaac had not a Promiſe of In- 


creaſe and a numerous Iſſue, till he was ready to be 
offered. W hen in this Chapter the Prophet had ſpo- 
ken of the Suſferings of Chriſt, he comes to ſay, 


<<.54. 1. Sing, O Barren; thou tha: didſt not bear, break 
forth into Sing ing; and cry aloud, thou that didſt not 


travail with Child for more are the Children of the De- 


folate than the Children of the married Wife, ſaith 


the Lord. Chriſt liveth to make you fruitful : 
Heb. 2. 10. To bring many Sons to Glory, the Cap- 
tain of their Salvation was made perfect through Suffer- 
ings. God would not have his Birth exempt from 
the Fate and Lot of all Bearings; even Chriſt did 


bring forth in Sorrows. 


(2.) Becauſe he ſendeth forth Power and Effica- 
Cy to beget them. | 

1. He provideth the Word, and bleſſeth it with 
Power and Efficacy; as you may fee, 1 Pet. 1,23. 
Being born again, not of corruptible Seed, but of in- 
corruptible, by the Word of God that liveth and abideth 
for ever. And in the 25tb Verſe you ſee what 
JC NY Word, 


niſtry. 

2. By his Spirit. *Tis Chriſt's Spirit that bring. 
eth you to be new Creatures. He worketh ſo as 
he may glorify Chriſt. The Efficiency of the Spi- 
rit is the Seed of Chriſt. Therefore tis ſaid of 
one that is born of Gad, 


Soul. 80 is ſaid, Roms, 8. 2% ouppagees 


_ 


2 
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ver. 10. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 391 
enirG-, Mom be did forcknow, be alſo predeſtinated to 
he conformed to the Image of bis Son. God intended 
us to be his Seed, becauſe the new Creature is 
im. The Ads of Chriſtianity are ex- 
planted into the Likeneſs of 

i Death jon, Roms. 6. 5. The Acts 
that paſs forth into the Soul for the doing of 
Sin, for quickning of Grace, tis a planting _ 
Chriſt's Image and On 


whole Carriage that — from us, Nis through 
the Spirit: ſt's Life. 


Tis but a diſcovery of? Chri 
| Therefore the Seed, Likeneſs, Form and Features 
| are an Argument of Parentage. Children are 
but the Parents multiplied, and new ſet forth to 
the World. 

To apply it. 
Uſe 1. Is a Word to the carclefs World: Look 
do it whoſe Seed you are. 
| Thereare own Seeds in the World. 
| 1. There are ſome that are only the Offspring 


of God ina large ſenſe, have no other claim but 


by the firſt Adam; ignorant Men look upon 
themſelves under no other Notion than that of 
God's Creatures. O conlider, your Happineſs 
| lieth in your Relation unto God through Chriſt. 
| You ſhall ſee the main Incouragement to Prayer 
or any Addreſs to him is, when you can come and 
| call him Father. God is ſweet to you when you 
can call upon him as Sons and Daughters. Bur 
alas, what a ſad thing is it, when Men have no 
other title to God but their Creation? 1/a. 27. 11. 
He that made them, will nat bave Mercy on them ; 
be the frmed them, wil few thee no Fever. 
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not ſave them: God will reckon his Seed in Ia 
that is in Chriſt. There is no Privilege in claim. - 
ing by I/bmael. Y 

2. There are ſome that are yet worſe, by the | 
Virulency and Bitterneſs and Rage of Heart a. 
gainſt the Ways of God, they are poſſeſſed with an 
oppolite Seed, the Seed of the Serpent: Gen. 3. 
15. I will put Enmity between thy Seed and ber Seed. © | 
There is a Seed that is full of Envy and Enmity | 
againſt the People and Ways of God: Mat. 3.7, 
O Generation of Vipers! The very Spawn and Seed 
of Vipers. 

3. There is the holy Seed, againſt whom all 
the Powers of Darkneſs are armed, Rev. 12. 179. 
And the Dragon was wroth with the Woman, and went 
to war with the Remnant of ber Seed, which kept the 


Commandments of God, and bave the Teſtimony of | 


Jieſus Chriſt, The Generation of Men that wor- 
ſhipped God in Jeſus Chriſt ; thoſe are they that 
are hated by the World, and yet they are the Pil- 
lars of the Earth; Ia. 6. 13. Therefore look to 
your ſelves whoſe Seed you are: If the Spirit of 
Chriſt hath not been ſhed out upon you, to new 
form you through the Word; if you are not form- 
ed more and more into the Image of the Lord je- 
ſus, you are none of his Seed. Conſider who is 
your Root. Your Fall lieth in this, God doth not 
deal with ſingle Men, but with the common Root 
and Author of the whole Seed. Adam was a miſ- 
carrying Root, but Chriit is not. - ho 

' Uſe 2. Here is a Word to the Seed of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to Believers. You may ſay indeed, Pſal. 
100. 4. It is be that made us, and not we our ſelves; 
we are bis Pc and the Sberp of bis Paſture. You 
are of the Lord's making, and therefore of the - 
Lord's keeping. The Seed of Jeſus Chrift are 
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in him. The whole Work of Chriſt 
is the Workmanſhip of God in Chriſt jeſus ; Epb. 
2. 10. Therefore look up to him. Childrens De- 

dance is upon the Parents, and yours is upon 
the Supplies of Chriſt, for your heavenly Father 
knoweth what he hath made. Here is, | 
1. Direction to you, to whom to look for In- 
creaſe of Grace. *Tis the Rule of Nature, all 
ings are nouriſhed by thoſe things by which 
they are begotten. God maketh the next Cauſes 
to be the Conveyances of Support to his Creatures. 
God begetteth you by his Spirit, actuating and 
|  quickening- the Word, and fo he keepeth yon; 
ri Pet. 2. 2. As new-born Babes deſire the ſinctre Milk 
| of the Word, that ye may grow thereby. | 

2. Exhortation, to preſs you to conform to je- 
ſus Chriſt : You are his Seed, and therefore tis an 
Ingagement to Likeneſs : Children are to bear and 
ſhew forth the Image and Likeneſs of their Pa- 
rents. Chriſt makes Imitation an Argument of 
Parentage; John 8. 37. I know that ye are Abra- 
ham's Seed, but ye ſeek to kill me. A degenerate 
Offspring are a Shame to their Anceſtors : They 
were Children of God that came of an antient 
Royal Family, bat yet were unworthy of their 
Extraction : 1 Chron. 4. 22. Who bad Dominion in 
Moab and Jaſhubi-lehem : And theſe are antient 
things. Baſe Powers came of them that preferred 
ſordid Drudgery Work to the King of Babylon, 
before working in the Temple. What doth it 
avail to ſpeak of the antient Honour of our Fami- 
ly when we are degenerated from it? O take 
heed you be not a ſtain to Jeſus Chriſt. Youcame 
of a noble Seed, the whole Family of God is 
named of him. Iſbmael came of Abrabam : but 
caſt out the Bond · woman and ber Son. God will have 

| no 
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x Foul of il Cir; That, 
Bowels do I yern for you. | 
e Gr f you beta 
And you are his Seed, and there- 
look after you, He watcheth theſe 
that they may not miſcarry ; and is 
were Bound that we may lack nothing, All 
care is about his Seed: Cant. 2. 17. Chriſt 
walketh in the Gardens, to look after the green 
and tender Grapes, wat by way apyey him- 
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\ but J will not forget 
ir Spirits may wear out the 
but Chriſt can- 
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1ſt. The Life of Chriſt. Many leave Seed that 

do not ſee it, being ſnatched from their Children 

and Comforts as ſoon as they grow into any hopes: 

but Chrilt's ſeeing his Seed, implieth he ſhould live 

m_ it propagated throughout all Succeſſions of 
ime. 

1 Obſervation. That the Seed of Chriſt bave a li. 
ving Parent He ſhall ſee bis Seed. God's Chil- 
dren can never be Orphans. We fay by many, 
that their Parents died too ſoon for them, be- 
cauſe they were but young, and expoſed to the 
Hazards and Uncertainties of the World. But 
Believers cannot be left as Orphans : Jobs 14. 18. 
I will not leave you comfortleſs, I will come to you 


ain. | | 

Well then, to apply it : lay up this Comfort, 
Tho Chriſt be aſcended and gone out of your ſight, 
yet he ſeeth his Seed, he liveth to take care for 


you. You have not his corporeal Preſence, but | 


vou have the Preſence of his Spirit to direct you: 


John 16. 7. It is expedient ſor you that I go away; | 


for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come to you. 
_ Chriſt cannot die too ſoon : His Abſence in the 
Flein is abundantly recompenſed and made up in 


the Spirit. That more generally and more parti- 


cularly is the Comfort that you have by the Life 
of Chriſt as you are his Seed: And therefore l 
ſhall not handle it at large. 


„ (i.) You may be ſure you are till an Object 
working upon his Affections: The fight of things 


worketh more vehemently upon us, than the Con- 
ceit of them. Imagination hath a great Force up- 
on the Spirit, but not ſo great as the Senſes, as 
Taſting, Seeing, and the like. As you ſhall ſee 
in impure Love: Gen. 39. J. She caſt her Eyes up- 


n TNepb, and faid, Lie nit mr. Mat. 5. 28. 
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e 


„ 


he and under the Father's E 
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Laſting cometh by looking. S0 in pure Affectien 
Love is inkindled by the Freſence Fa the Object. 
You may diſcern the Workings of Nature in theſe 
Inſtances. As you ſhall fee in another caſe, when 
God would ſtir up or provoke the Rage a his 
Juſtice, tis ſaid, And God looked the 
ind behold it was corrupt, *Tis ſpoken after the 
manner of Man. *Tis true of the Man Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who looking upon us, and fecing our State 
and Caſe, is the more touched with the feeling of 
our Infirmiries ; Heb. 4. 15- Tis ſaid in Mat. 14. 
14. Chrilt ſaw a great Multitude, and was moved 
with Compaſſion towards them. Chriſt's Eye pre- 

ſented Objects to his Pity. Therefore the Pro- 
phet ſpeaketh to Chriſt ; Iſa. 63. 15. Look down 
from ow, and bebold from the Habitation of thy 
Holineſs and thy Glory. Chrilt ſhall ſee his Seed, 
not only know their State by Imagination, but 
live to look into their particular Wants: Tho A- 
braham be ignorant of us, yet Chriſt liveth to ſee 


|| the ſeveral States of his Seed. 


(2.) You may be ſure that he is able to give you 
a conſtant and ſufficient Supply. Parents that on- 
ly leave a Portion, cannot provide againſt all Ha- 
zards. Chriſt doth not only leave you a Portion; 
and ſo let you ſhift for your ſelves, but you are ſtill 


under his Eye and Care: Rev. 2. 2. I know thy 


Works, and thy Labour, and thy Patience That was 
the ground of Chriſt's Pity to her. He ever ſeeth 
his Seed. It was the Prodigal's Comfort, that 
tho he had ſpent all, yet ſtill his Father was l- 
ring; Luke 15. 17. There is Bread enough in 
2 God doth not "oe Becta 

and leave us to our ſelves; we are ſtill in 


yeand Cart: 
You have a ——_—CJ_._ that dif 


penſeth 
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penſeth his Grace to you, and teacheth you how 
you may manage it without lmpair and Lok. K.? 
Father whilſt living will not put the whole out of 
his own hands; tis beſt that our Stock is ſtill in 
Chriſt's keeping. 


2dly. He ſhall fee his Seed, noteth the Increaſe 
that is implied in the Phraſe Sed put indefinite- 


worth looking after. Obſerve then, 
Chriſt bath a plenteous Seed, 
prong. In the Expolition I ſhew. 
ed you tis plural, he ſhall ſee his Seeds. Tis pa- 
rallel with that, He ſhall ſce bis Childrens Children : | 
A Seed propagated many Succeſſions of | 
Ages. This appeareth by the Promiſes made to 
the Types of Chriſt : As, 
1. To ſeveral of the Tc. vix. 


David, wy was a Sha- 


and made Kings and Prieſts to him. So to Al. 
bam, Gen. 28. 14. And thy Seed ſhall be as the Duf 
of ibe Earth, and thou ſhait ſpread abroad to the Weſt, 
and to the Eaſt, and to the North, and to the South ; 


wes e tip ed Pe oo Famine of ihe 


Earth be bleſſed. 3 


ly of the ho- 
fury a 


ly: "Tis pot for a Multitude, ſuch a Seed as is [ 


Ver. 10. the 53d Chapter of Taiah. 399 
principally, tho not with Excluſion of the other : 
Hoſ. 1. 10. Tet the Number of the Children of Iſrael 
ſhall be as the Sand of the Sea, which cannot be meaſi 
indeed: tet i Bed be Bhs bs Te 
are the Sons of the living God - which is applied by 
the Apoſtle to the Church the Gentiles. 

2. To the Church; Iſa. 54. 1, 2. Sing, O Bar- 
ren; thou that didſt not bear, break forth into Sing- 
ng ; and cry aloud, thou that didſt not travail with 
Chats + for more ave the Children of the Deſolate, thas 
the Children of the married Wife. Inlarge the Place 
of thy 


Tent, and let them ſtretch forth the Curtains of 
thine Habitations ;, ſpare not, lengtben thy Cords, and 
ſtrengthen thy Stakes. *Tis faid, the Land ſhould 
grow too little: Iſa. 49. 19. The Land ſhall be too 
arrow by reaſon of the Inhabitants. Iſa. 60. 8. Whe 
are theſe that fly as a Cloud, and as the Doves to the 
Windows 2 Doves fly in Flocks, ſo that they even 
darken the Air. Po 

3. To Chriſt ; as here, that he ſhould ſee his 
Seed: Pſal. 2. 12. Ask of me, and I will give the 
Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the uttermoſt Parts 
of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. Rev. 7. 9. After this 
I bebeld, and lo a great multitude, which no Man could 
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Mountain filled the whole Earth; Dax. 2. 


latter end ſhould greatly increaſe. | 

2. Wait and pray for the Increaſe of it, for 
the coming in of the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, Rom, 
11. 25. Pray that the Waters of the Sa 
may go out to the former and latter Sea, Zach. 
14. 8. | 


We are now come to the ſecond Fruit of the 
Sufferings of Chriſt : He ſhall prolong bis Days; 
that is, tho he die, the term of his Life ſhall ne. 
ver be the ſhorter for it, he ſhall live for ever. 
Some apply this of the Seed of Chriſt before-men- 
tioned ; as if the Senſe were, He ſhall prolong 
the Days of his Seed. And the Seveaty favour 
this Senſe in their Tranſlation, for they render 


this Clauſe with the for mer; He ſhall ſre bis Seed to : 


be long-liv d. I confeſs the Reſult is the ſame ; 


for it Chriſt be long-liv'd, we ſhall be long - lid; 


dur Life and Glory hang upon his Life and Glory. 


But I conceive this Phraſe more expreſly and pro- 


perly doth concern Chriſt himſelf. The Point is 


n | 

Dost. That the Days of the Lord Jeſus Chrift were 
not (hortned by bis dying, but rather prolonged and 
lengthned out to Eternity. 


count the number of his Age and Duration ? The 
| ſe after Suffering Chriſt was to return to 
the Glory of. his Godhead -: Luke 24. 26. Ought 


no Chriſt to haue ſuffered theſe things, a 1 


And Job 8. 7. Tho thy beginning was ſmall, zer th 


V 
in 
D 
© 
ri 
li 
C 
a 
C 
Ir 
U 
h 
C 
t 


— © — 2 Gd 


I cannot give you the full Diſcuſſion, having | 
ſpoken much concerning it upon that place which 

1 fhall now quote as the Proof of it; Iſa. 53. 8. 
bo ſhall declare bis Generation ? that is, who can 


Fer. 10. the 53d Chapter of Tfaiah.. 4or 
dus his Glory? He was to put off Meanneſs and 
Death; theſe things could have no more Domini- 
on over him. He returned to all the other Glo- 
ries, and therefore to the Gloty of his Immorta- 
ity. And hence the Apoſtle ſaith of our Lord 
Chriſt, 1 Tim: 6. 16. Who only bath Immortality, 
dwelling in the Light ; that is, in oppoſition td the 
Creatures. He only hath it to diſpoſe of it; and 
in himſelf : for otherwiſe we are immortal in our 
Souls, and the Angels are immortal; but tis on- 
ly by his Benefit and Promiſe, and as we live in 
his Life. Well then, you ſee the Reaſon is, be- 


cauſe Chriſt is in poſſeſſion of Glory and Immor- 


tality. 
Dſſe t. It maketh for the Comfort of Believers, 


| fon in the Trinity, he is immutably glorious ; 
and as the Mediator, he hath Eternity made over 
by Grant and Covenant to him. 


to before, take theſe. | 
1. If Chriſt be Eternal, then his Love is eter- 


nal, his Care and his Mercy are eternal, his King- 


dom is eternal ; Iſa. g. 6, 7. Of the Increaſe of bis 
Government and Peace there is no end. Every thing 
in Chriſt is prolonged to you. As you find Chriſt 
to you now; ſo he will be to you for erer. Tis 


true, there may be ſome Withdrawings of Love 


and Grace as to our Apprehenſious: And fo Fob 
faith, Job 30. 21. Thou art become cruel to me. Saints 
may think they have loſt God, and loſt Grace, 


when tis only through the Weakneſs of their 


own Apprehenſions; there may be a different Ap- 

nce of Chriſt to the Creature, but his Heart 
is the ſame to them ſtill. Like Children that think 
the Sun doth not give Light, but when they ſee it 
ES Dd | break- 


your Saviour liveth for ever: as the ſecond Per- 


'Tis for your 
Comfort divers ways; beſides what I have ſpoken 


— — — — ont oy en 


breaking out in Glory. There is Light for you in 
Chkriſt, tho you cannot ſee it through the Dark. 
neſs that is upon your Spirits. 

£76 Here is Relief againſt all our Enemies. Is it 
the Shortneſs of Life? Pfal. 102. 11, 12. 30 days 
at like a Shadow that declineth, and I am withered 
lite Graſs: But thou, O Lord, ſhalt endure for ever. 
It maybe you are aſſaulted with Weakneſſes, you 
carry about you a fickly crazy Body that is ready 
at every turn to drop into the Grave; this is a 
Trouble to you, God having placed in the Crea- 
tute naturally a defire of I the Vanity 
and Periſhableneſs of their Being is a Trouble to 
them. But conſider, Chriſt is long-liv*d, and 
therefore your ( Glory ſhall not be left in the Duſt, 
nor God's holy Ones left to and Rot- 
tenneſs. Chriſt's Life was not ſhortned by his 
Death, but prolonged; ſo ſhall yours be that have 
an Intereſt in him. O ſee that your Lives are 
made long in the Prolongation of Chriſt's Life; 
for as the Body liveth in the Life of the Soul, ſo 
ſhall we live in the Life of Chriſt. See how the 
Church draweth out this Comfort every where; 
Hab. 1. 12. Art thou not from everlaſting, O Lord 
— my boly One? We ſhall not die. We can- 
not periſh if me have an Intereſt in one that is e- 
verlaſting : Pſal. 102. 27, 28. Thy Tears ſhall haue 
end. Therefore the Children of thy Servants ſhall 
continue, and their Seed ſhall be eſtabliſhed before thee. 
Tia taken for a good Conſequence, that if God 
the Saints ſhall continue; Thy Tears 
have no end, therefore their Seed ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 
What a e is this, that Creatures that are 
in their own Nature but of a days as It 
were, ſhould have their Lives prolong 
rr Suck 


1 i. the 53d Chapter Iſaiah. | 403 


3. This. will ſupport and ſettle the Heart in 
doubtful times, in days of Miſery and Violence. 
Your Hearts are ready to be overcome, to ſee the 


_ thriving of wicked Men; and you know not how 


Dangers may grow upon you. Conſider, the 
Days of the Lord Chriſt are prolonged ; let them 
flouriſh never ſo long, he will out-live. them, A 
Man would comfort himſelf in this, if he knew 
that the Intereſt of Religion would thrive to a 
long Cantinuance. Why you may be ſure Chriſt 
will take care of his Church: Pſal. 9. 6, 7. O thou 
Enemy, Deſtructions are come to a perpetual end; but 
the Lord ſhall endure for ever. Their Enemies are 
ſuch as muſt die, but Chriſt will never die ; his 
Days are prolonged, but their Days are ſhort- 
ned: Pal. 55. 23. Bloody and deceitful Men ſhall 
not live out half their days. You may ſee an end of 
Chriſt's Enemies, but never of the Lite of Chriſt. 


Alas, who would fear them? You may be ſure when 
_ they 


periſk, Chriſt will remain: Pſal. 92. 8, 9. 
But thou, Lord, art moſt high for euer more. Thine 
Enemies ſhall periſh, all the Workers of Iniquity ſhall 
be ſcattered. Still you have an Eternal God, and 
an Everlaſting Chriſt, that will live beyond your 


Enemies. 


4. Tis Comfort in the loſs of outward Injoy- 
ments. Alas, their Nature is vaniſhing, even 
the moſt glorious of all the Creatures. The Hea- 


vens ſhall be like a ſcorched Scroll: Pſal. 102. 26. 


They ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure ;, yea all of 
them ſhall wax old as doth a Garmen!, as a Veſture 


ſhalt thou change them, and they ſhall be changed. But 
you have an Intereſt in a more laſting Comfort. 


in a Chriſt whoſe Days are prolonged, tho all | 


things elſe periſh before you. 
Dd - 5 
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Uſe 2. Is Advice to the World, firſt to pet an 
Intereſt in Chriſt ; his Friendſhip will laſt, Make 
a Friend of him, that you may be ſure will abide 
by von to the laſt. This is Chriſt's Argument for 


Improvement of Wealth; They'll receive you into 


everlaſting Habitations, Luke 16. 9. to wit, thoſe 
whoſe Bowels you have refreſhed. Make Friends 


of the Saints, but eſpecially of Chriſt, that when 


other things fail, you may have an Eternal God 
to ſtand by you. Chriſt is a Friend that can ne- 
ver fail. Barxillai commended his Son to David, 
2 Sam. 19. 37. But David mult yield to the Fate 
of all Men, and was forced to leave him to Solo. 
man, 1 Kings 27. O commend your Souls to 
Chriſt, and he will not leave them to another: 
His Days are prolonged, and he doth not yield 
to the Fate of the Creatures. Well then, chuſe 
him. Thoſe are not Friends that beguile you in 
your Hopes (and then are not able to ſtead you) 


as the Creatures do. Chriſt is a Friend that is a- 


ble to ſtand by you in the worſt of times : He will 
confeſs you before his Father in Heaven. 
2. He will give you long Life, which is the 


Man is be that deſireth Life, and loveth many days, 
that be may ſee good 2 What Man is there that doth 
not deſire to live long ? That's the meaning of it. 
Prov. 3. 16. Length of Days is in ber right band, and 
in ber left Riches and Honour. Length of Days is 
the right-hand Bleſſing of Wiſdom, *tis the Bleſ- 
fing of Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore *tis ſaid, Eternal 


Life is in the Son and be that bath the Son bath Life ; | 


his Days are prolonged, and he will prolong and 
lengthen out yours to Eternity. 


Having 


great Deſire of the Creatures; Pſal. 34. 12. What 


ver. 10. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 


ſaith the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar the King of 


495 


Having ſkewed the things moſt to this 

Phraſe, | come now to the latter Clauſe, That the 

Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in bis bands. The 

Point is, That all the Will and Pleaſure of God ſhall 

prſper and be Tana in the bands of Jeſus c 
Reaſons. 

1. Becauſe he is the choice Inſtrument of God, 
the ſpecial Servant of his Decrees, therefore eve- 
ry where called his Servant ; Iſa. 42. 1. Bebold my 
Servant whom 1 upbold. He is God's Servant as 


Mediator, therefore God will uphold him, and 


| bear him out in his Work : Iſa. 53. 11. By bis 


Knowledg ſhall my righteous Servant juſtify many. 
Certainly God's Will and Work will thrive in 
the hands of Chriſt. When God raiſeth up any 


ſpecial Inſtrument among the Creatures to ac- 


compliſh his Pleaſure, they are ſucceſsful, Nebu- 
chadnezzar that was but a remoter Servant of 
God's Decrees, and one taken in by the by to do 


God's Will, he was proſperous : Jer. 25. 9. Be- 


bold, I will ſend and take all the Families of the North 


7 


Babylon my Servant, and [ will bring them againſt 
this Land, and againſt the Inbabitants thereof, and 
againſt all theſe Nations round about, and will utterly 
deſtroy them, and make them an Aſtoniſhment, and a 
byſſing, and perpetual Deſolation. So the Ades 


Decrees, they were ſucceſsful ; Iſa. 13. 3. I have 
commanded my ſanctiſied ones I have alſo called my 


| mighty Ones for mine Anger, even them that rejoice 


m my Highneſs. They are ſet apart for that 
Work. The loweſt Servants of the Decrees can- 
not miſcarry, much leſs then can Chriſt the choiceſt 
Inſtrument of God's Decrees. 

Dd 3 2. Be- 


and Perſians, when called to the Service of God's 


406 A Practical Expoſition upon 
2. Becauſe the Lord Chriſt is ſo qualified, that 
the Will of God muſt needs proſper with him. 


(1.) He is willing and ready to comply with 


the Will of God the Father. Tis Motive ſuffici- 
ent to Chriſt, that *tis the Father's Pleaſure ; 
John 4. 34. My Aſeat is to do the Will of bim that 
ſent me, and to finiſh bis Work. * Tis Chriſt's Plea- 
ſure, as much as God's, td work ont the Good of 
the Creatures. Work is beſt done by a willing 
Servant: Now Chriſt is willing. As God gave 
Chrift, ſo Chriſt gave himſelf to die for Man. 
The Father's Delight is to you, and fo is the Son's: 
And therefore the buſineſs is not like to miſcarry. 
Prov. 8. 31, Chriſt is brought in ſpeaking as the 
Wiſdom of the Father, rejoicing in the habitable 
Parts of the Earth, and my Delights are with the Sons 


of Alen. Chriſt's Delights were with Men; it 


was a Pleaſure to him to do them good. The 
Pleaſure of the Lord will proſper in any hand, but 


eſpecially in the hands of Chriſt, for tis his own 


Pleaſure. | * 
(2.) He is able and mighty, ſo as he muſt needs 


effectuate the Will of God: Pſal. 89. 19. I baue 
laid Help upon one that is mighty. Lis an able 


Chriſt that the Work is committed to, that can 
break through Diſcouragements, overcome Diffi- 
culties, remove Lets. Alas, there is no Moun- 
tain that is any thing before this Zerubbabel - Col. 


1.19. It pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all 


Fulneſs awell. He wanteth nothing for the Accom- 
plimment of this Work, there is a Fulneſs and 
Supply of all things: Col. 2. 3. In bim are bid al 
the Treafures of Wifdom and Knowledg. There is 
an unexhauſted Treaſury of Grace and Knowledg 
do be found in Chriſt ; it was hid, the Wor 


Goes pot eaſily ſee it, but there is a rich W 


I 
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| and Su fficiency to effect all the W ill of 
2 our Weakneſs meaſureth things by Ap- 
pearance, and till God bringeth us within the 
Veil we cannot ſee it. | 1 
But you will ſay, What is this Pleaſure of the 


Lord 2? , 
lanſwer, * is the whole Decree — cor — 
the of the Creatures: more tally that 
— your Hearts tothe view of ſome Caſes, 
theſe Comforts work beſt when they are drawn 
forth into Particulars. 
1. There are ſome more general that concern 
the Univerſality and Body of Men; and fo the 
Pleaſure of the Lord is, that Chriſt ſhould gather 
Churches out of the World, out of all Kindreds 
and Nations in the World ; and then give them 


| his Laws: and this Chriſt will do, notwithſtand- 


ing the Rage of Tyrants, and the Malice of evil 
Men: The Iftes ſhall wait for bis Law. And tis 
ſaid, Iſa. 9. 7. The Zeal of the Lord of Hoſts will per- 
form this. The Lord hath ſworn he will main- 
tain him againſt all the Attempts of the World ; 
that the Goſpel ſhall get ground and proſper. 
Now ſee if Chriſt's Hand miſcarried in theſe gene- 
ral Works: As 2. 41. Three thouſand were 
converted by one Sermon. One Apoſtle preach- 
ed the Goſpel from Feruſalem to Illyricum. and 
Theſc general Works proſpered by the good ples 
gener Wor | Plea- 

ap 
2. Some more ſpecial, as the Reconciliation of 
Sinners to God: this will thrive in Chriſt's hands, 
for tis God's Pleaſure : Luke 4. 18. TheSpirit of 
| the Lord is upon me, becauſe be bath anointed me to 
| preach the Goſpel to the poor, and ſent me to beal the 
broken-bearted, to preach c— Wand the Captives. 
Dd 4 Col. 
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Col. 1. 20. It pleaſed the Father that in bim all Ful. 
neſs ſhould dwell - And having made Peace through the 
Rlood of bis Croſs, by bim to reconcile all things to him- 


ſelf. The Converſion of a Sinner is the Will of 
God: James 1. 18. Of bis own Will begat be ws ty 


may be Diſcouragements, but the Will of God is 
for your Regeneration. So the Sanctification of 


God, even your SanGification. This is one of the 
Wills that ſhall proſper in the hands of Chrift, 
your Preſervation and keeping in a State of Grace: 
John 6. 34. And this is the Father's Will who 
bath ſent me, that of all which be bath given me 


I fhould loſe nothing. You may have many Aſ- 


faults, but tis God's Will you ſhould be kept. 


Nay tis his Will to glorify you; Lule 12. 32. 


It is your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the 


uſed! 5 
1. That all the Work of Chriſt for your Good is 
called Cbepbets, the Lord's Pleaſure. We may come 
to Men for things with greater Confidence, when 
we know tis their Pleaſure to give them to us. It 
was an Incouragement to Joab to ſet the Woman 
of Tekoas at work, to bring home Abſalom, be- 
cauſe the thing was pleaſing to the King ; 2 Sam. 


14. 1. When be perceived the King's Heart was to- 


wards Abſalom. So when we perceive God's Heart 
towards a thing, we may the better urge him to 
it. Among Men we eaſily ſpeed in an Errand 
that is pleaſing to him to whom we go: Pſal. 35. 
27. The Lord bath Pleaſure in the Proſperity of his 


eas. 2 Ws on wake tor GORE 


tbe Word of Truth. Do not doubt then; there 


the Creatures; 1 Theſl. 4. 3. This is the Will of 


Uſe. What an abundance of Incouragement to 
Faith is there from every Word that is here 


ora nun utwe < 
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us the Lord's Pleaſure, your Welfare is his De- 
light ; nay, to thoſe that are without, for them 
to come in to be recovered and accepted to Mercy, 
tis the Lord's Pleaſure. So tis in Prayer, when you 
come with ſuch Requeſts to the Throne of Grace ; 
you ſpeak to God's Bowels, when you ask for ſuch 
things as are as oy — to him as they can be to 
your ſelves. We have two hints of God's Plea- 
ſure; Chapets, it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him: 
And Chepbets, his Pleaſure in Chriſt's Bruiſes was 
2. It ſhall proſper; it goeth in the way of a Pro- 
miſe, it is part of God's Covenant with Chriſt, 
to relieve your Souls from Doubts and Fears; you 
may goand urge it to him, Lord, was it not thy 
| Covenant, that thy Pleaſure ſhould proſper in the 
hands of Chriſt ? This is thy Pleaſure. Chriſt 
urgeth this Covenant, and therefore you may urge 
it: John 17. 4, 5- I have glorified thee on the Earth, 
Ilave finiſhed the Work thou gaveſt me to do. And 

wm, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own ſelf, 
| with the Glory I bad with thee before the World was. 
| Tell him, Chriſt obſerved his Ordinances to a tit- 
tle ; you may plead Promiſes tho not Performances, 
you may plead Chriſt's Merit, tho not your own. 
But to the word [| /hall proſper] this fignifieth to 
break through, or pierce through. Alas, all 
Difficulties are nothing. They are but as a Fly 
_ the Wheel, that cannot hinder the Motion. 

ge and Oppoſition will not hinder the Collecti- 


| onand gathering the Church of Chriſt. The De- 


vil, Sin, and all the Powers of Darkneſs, ſhall 
not hinder the reconciling of a Soul to Chriſt. 
The Will of the Lord ſhall break through, Death 
nor the Grave ſhall not hinder the Glory of Chriſt. 
Mountains are nothing to Chriſt : God's Pleaſure 

_ bY" * 


40 4 Practical Expoſition upon 
is not retarded by Difficulty, it breaketh 

3. In bis Hand; our Hands would fail us, 
be withered and decay. What. is the reaſon Dj 
comfort ſeizeth upon Men? T 
Will of God in their own hands, like the 
Monk that hopes to ſubdue Corruption by his 


THT 
125 


LT, 


J. one Cbriſt leveth in me. Ti not in 


up to him in the ſenſe of our 
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Man ſhall pluck bis Sheey out of bi 
are —_ IA 
tally when God: ] 

Þ bold thine hand, and keep the, A 

Man only, mam. Power 
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—— and Conſternations : 2jal. Bo. 21, 
Am ſhal frengthen bim 


BP bu The Eleventh Verſe. 
” He ſhall ſee of the Travel of his Soul, and ſþal 


be his Rnomledg ſball 
bee jefh many. . i bd ſhall bear their 


8 
H E Prophet goeth on in deſcribing the 
i glorious Effects of the Covenant of God 


Humiliation —— 6 GOD. ren 


through 


hey. would have the J 


Z OR 


Vows, Nabil videt proſperum. Gal. 2. 20. 


! Chriſt's Hand is a ſtrong Hand; 


my righteous = 


with Jeſus Chriſt, and his Obedience and | 


| and meaning of the former Privileges to your Ap- 


verz. the 53d Chapter of Ini. 471 


 ther's part was to beſtow Privileges, Grace and 
Glory, and every good thing upon Believers : 
And God the Son's part was to obey, and ſuffer, 
and die, to ſubmit himſelf to all kind of Labour 
and Travail of Spirit for our ſakes. For God be- 
ing about to deal with us in Mercy, would firſt 
deal with Chriſt in Juſtice. And the State of the 
Work of Redemption was ſo laid, that, as Sua- 
yez, proveth well, our Grace and Glory was due to 
Chriſt in Juſtice, as the Reward of his Merit. 
Much was ſpoken before what God would do, 
and what Chriſt might expect in caſe he would lay 
down his Soul as an Offering for Sin; He ſhould fee 
bis Seed, prolong bis Days, and God's Pleaſure ſhould 
proſper in bis bands, And the Prophet here goeth 
on in repeating the ſame thing, only addeth 
Words more particular and ſignificant, that he 
might more fully and expreſly draw out the ſenſe 


prehenſions: He (hall ſee of the Travel of bis Soul, 
and be ſatisfied. OOO 9 Tn 
In theſe Words three things are aſſerted. 
1. Chriſt's Travel of Soul in the Work of our 
Redemption. RY . 
2. The Certainty of Succeſs, He ſhall ſee; that 
is, reap the wiſhed and expected Fruits of his La» 


|| bour and Sorrows, which is the Comfort and Sal- 


..) As to God's Decree, the fore-going Verſe 


vation of poor Creatures. 

3: His Contentment therein, He ſhall be ſatisfi- 
_ ed: He counts the Salvation of loſt Sinners to be 
 Satisfation enough for all his Pains. You may 
| take the Words as relating to God's Decree, or 

| tothe Execution of it. 


intimateth the Compact and Bargain between God 
the Father and the Son; there were Articles of 
cs 1 Agree- 
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Agreement ſtated between them. Now w 
A 22 he ſhould give, — 
what he ſhould gain, be profeſſeth he is ſatisfied, 
and abundantly pleaſed with the Terms propound. 
ed. Our Lord Jeſus made no blind Bargain: He 
knew from all Eternity what it would coſt him to 
fave Sinners, he had leiſure enough to caſt up his 
accounts. And when he foreſaw the Temptati- 
ons of the Wilderneſs, and the Agonies of the 
| Garden, the Ignominy of the Croſs, the vile U- 
ige of his Body, and the Travel of his Soul, yet | 
faith our deareſt Redeemer, / will go down, and 

Fer upon theſe terms; | am ſatisfied out of all this, | 
Va few broken-bearted Creatures may be brought bome | 
to Gad. 

2.) To the Execution of God's Decree. When 
Sinners are brought to accept of Mercy, I count 
my Blood well ſhed, my bitter Agonies well re- 
compenſed: Here is Wages enough for all my 
Toil. There is Joy in Heaven, in Chriſt's Heart, 
when a Sinner is converted. 5 

I begin with the firſt, the Travel of his Soul. 
The word for Travel noteth the higheſt degree of 
Labour, ſuch as is tyring and weariſom. The Soul 
is often put for the whole Man; ſo many Souls 
cante out of „ that is, ſo many Perſons. 80 
Acts 27. 37. There were in the Ship two hundred three- 
ſcore and ſix Souls. So that the Travel of his Soul 
is his whole Labour and Travel. Or properly it 
may imply his Soul- Troubles, which were the 
Paſſion of his Paſſion, the bittereſt part of his Suf- 
ferings; Now is my Soul troubled, and what ſhall I 
ſay? John 12. 27. 

The ine is, That our Salvation coſt Chriſ 
much Travel of Soul, be was afflifed in bis whole 
Man, bit chiefly in bis inward Man, —_ 1 
0 1. A2 
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1. As a kind of imaginary Perſon: he ſuffered 
in his Reputation, which is another kind of Be- 
ing; in the Hearts and Opinions of others: they 
accuſe him of the two higheſt Crimes in either 
Table, Blaſphemy and Sedition ; Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt God, and Sedition againſt Ceſar; Luke 
23- 2. They mock him in all his Offices: His 
Kingly Office, by putting a Souldier's Coat upon 
him for a Royal Robe, a Reed for a Scepter, and 
Thorns for a Crown, and floutingly ſaying unto 
him, Hail King of the Jews, Mat. 27. 29. In his 
Prophetical Office ; when they had blind-folded 
him, they ſmote him on the face, ſaying, Propbeſy 
who it was that ſmote thee ;, ſcoffing at thoſe who ho- 
noured him as a Prophet, When he was upon 
the Croſs offering up himſelf for our Sins, they 
wagged the Head, ſaying, Save thy ſelf; and be 
ſaved others, himſelf be cannot ſave, Mat. 27. 39,42. 
I There they ſcoff at his Prieſtly Office, while do- 
ing the part of a Saviour. eee 
2. Nearer, they come to his real Perſon. In 
his Body he ſuffered in every part, and Afflictions 
were poured in upon him by the Conduit of ev 
Senſe. His Feeling was exerciſed with Wearines 
and Wounds, and Scourges; his Ears with their 
Railing, and the clamorous Noiſes of popular 
Outrage; his Taſt with Vinegar and Gall; his 
Sight and Smell with Golgotha, the place of Skulls 
and dead Mens Bones. We have made all our 
Senſes Inlets of Sin, and therefore in Chriſt they 
were [nlets of Sorrow. . 
But the Conſummation of his bodily Suffexings 
muas at his Death, which conũſted in the Separati- 
| On of the Soul from the Body, tho both fill re- 
mained united to the Divine Nature; otherwile 
for a while he would not be God-Man, _ 
| | Reſur 
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Er from one another, 
to the Godhead. AS3 
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the other: "There is a Separation between the 
Sword and the Sheath, but the ſame ?Man holdeth 


both. O Chriſtians, do we believe this, and won. | 
der no more that Lite it ſelf ſhould die, and Chrit 
be free among the Dead ! If any had cauſe to love 


His Life, Chrift had; every Man's Life is valua- 


the continual Preſence of God. We are oftena 
Burden to our ſelves, we wiſh for Death ; but 


that Chriſt ſhould die, whoſe Soul dwelt with [ 


God in a perſonal Union, is a wonder! 
Death was not a naked Death, but the pain- 


The Law pronounced the Death of the Croſs ac- 
curſed: Deut. 21. 23. He that is banged i is Accurſed 
of God. In the account of all Nations tis ignomi- 
nious. 
'came to bear not only our Curſe but'our Sorrows: 
Gal. 3. 13. He was made a Curſe for us. Ia. 53. 4 
| Surely be bath born our Griefs, and carried aur Su- 
'yows, IF you follow him to the 2 it was 2 
Continuation of his Abaſement, tho not of his 


brance; as Abrabam buried bis dead out df his 
light. if we look only to what was viſible, Chriſt 
was a Man of Sorrows, his Life was full of Sor- 


ection would be a new Incarnation tho 4 | 
et they were both uni- 


an drawing his Sw | 
Bech the Sword in one hand, and == ads 


ble, much more Chriſt s, Which was inriched with | 


— res oo «= qi % 


ful, ſhameful, and accurſed Death 'of the Crok, 


Twas cruel and painful, to ſhew that be 


Pain: thither Chriſt went to ſhut and ſeal up our 
Sins, that they ſhould no more come into remem- 


Death violent and . and * 


| | Will of God. No he declined no part of the 


BD 2 an? implieth God's withdrawing ; 2 Cor. 4. 9. 


to the Will of Men, yet ſtill injoying the Preſence 
| WWW 


| Man in the ame Perſon? 


Covenant was to yield up the whole humane Na- 
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4g , 
= 322 of two Lg his Deſertion, 


7 5 have ſome Correſpondence 
with the Pena damm 12 

My God, my 

Deſertion 


1. His Deſertion. " Mat. 27. 46 
God, why baſt thou forſaken me ? Chriſt's 
cannot be meant of outward A of — 
left to the Rage and Violence of Men. The w 


e are perſecuted, but not forſaken : Tho given up 


ſaken. 
But how could he be forſaken, who was Cod- 


Anſw. As the perſonal Union gave way to the 
Death of the Body, fo it gave way to the Trou- 
bles of the Soul. Chriſt by virtue of the Eternal 


ture both Body and 


Soul, to ſuffer according to the 


Service; as he offered his Body to the Pains of 
Death, ſo his Soul to the Trouble of Deſertion. 

But what was this Deſertion? 

(1% The perſonal Union was not diſſolved, the 
two Natures united, « 3eiss, his inherent How 
linefs not leſſened, for then he ſhould have been 
les fit to be either Prieſt or Sacrifice : God's Love 
to him was not abated, he was now doing his 
Work, and in the height of Obedience : Jobs 10. 
17. Therefore doth my Father love me, becauſe, I lay 


dawn my Life, This was a new Argument 
Reaſon of Love. as 


ſuſtaining Grace. was don 
withdrawn : Iſa. 42. 1. Bebold my Serwan 
whons 7 upbold: And Jobn 16. 32. a 
Wah becauſe 
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becauſe the Father is ever with me. What was that ; 
then which Chriſt loſt? It was the Senſe and adi. 

al Comfort of his Father's Love, the want of z 
ſenſible Conſolation, thoſe Effects of Joy and 80. 
lace which he uſed to have. Now this was a very 


rievous Loſs to Chriſt, he complaineth of ir. 
he Diſciples were fled, his Friend and Lover 


Diſciples, why have ye forſaken me? Peter, why 
haſt thou denied me? But, My God, my God, why 


joy this Comfort and Solace, than it can be to any 
Creature. Tohave a Candle put out, is no great 
matter ; but to have the Sun eclipfed, who is the 


 dring. Chriſt as God-man had more to loſe: 
We loſe Drops, he an Ocean. The greater the 
Injoyment, the loſs or want of it is the greater. 


Union, having a pure Underſtanding, heaven- 


thing of it be ſhed abroad in their Hearts, they 
would not part with it to gain the World; they 
know how to value it, and fo none are fo ſenſible 
bf the loſs of it as they. Now Chriſt was beſt a- 
ble to apprehend the worth of Communion with 
God, having ſuch a clear Underſtanding, and 
ſuch tender Aﬀe&ions. 


(.) So near an Intereſt and Relation to God: 


Prov. 8. 30. I was by bim as one brought up with bim; 
I was daily his Delight, rejoicing always before bim. 
Col. 1. 13. he is called his dear Son. Creatures 
that have any Intereſt in God, how mournfully 
do they brook his Abſence ! As Mary Magdalen; 


| was afar off; but he doth not complain of that: 


baſt thou forſaken me? It was a greater loſs to | 
Chriſt, becauſe it was more natural to him to en- 


Fountain of Light, that ſets the World a won- | 


(z.) He knew how to value the Comfort of the 1 


Iy Affections, excellent Contemplations. God's 
Children that have taſted of his Love, if any 


 * Woman, 


— ir. wr ah 


. Hh adds 


was found in our Surety : He was to ſtand in the 


| fſachadelicate and tender Spirit as Chriſt had: 


| Stake; and thanked the Executionet. And we 


la Elriſt had other Theughts of it. W 
d. Ee 


ver. 11. the 53d Chapter of Ii. 41) 
ſought for Chriſt, 4nd found a Grave. 
(.) Chriſt's Trouble was more than a Belie- 
ver's, becauſe it was to be ſatisfactory. Our De- 
ſertions are for Trial or Correction, his from vin- 
dictire Juſtice, and the 8 hand of (od 
for our Sins that met on him: IIA. 53. 6. The Lord 
laid on. bim the [niquities of us all. He. was forſaken 
for atime, that we might be received for ever, 
2. There is ſomething poſitive, or the Appre- 
henſion of his Father's Wrath, which-he was ta 
undergo for Man's Sins. There is the Trouble of 
2 guilty Conſcience that is proper to the Sinner 
himſelf, and there is a penal Diſturbante which 


Sinners ſtead, and the great Burden of Sin he Was 
to undergo, was an Amazement to him that had 


Mat. 26. 38. Ay Soul is exceeding forrowful,goen un- 
ta Death. He was fore amazed; Mark 14. 33. 


| Hehad his Fears, Heb. 5. 7. The Effects were ſen- 


ible in his bloody Sweat. Theſe were a part of 
that Fire in which our Sacriſtce was to be roaſted; 


| It wasnot the fear of temporal Death that cavſed 


theſe Agonies, Chriſt had not a childiſh, wo- 
maniſn Spirit; not to 1ay any thing of the Forti- 
tude of the Mattyrs, mary of whom Kiſſed the 


ſee in Malefactors, hat a Courage and Stubbotti- 
neſs Men of a tout Heaft will 


put on. No, it wds 


| the Apprehenſion of his Father's Wrath which he 


was to undergo for Man's Sin; when made a Curſe 


| Hor us, Gal. 3. 13. We have flight Thoughts of 


and ,the Wrath of God deſerved thereby, 
hen God 
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cometh.to deal with him in our ſtead, we that 
kam not the Power of God's Anger are not af. 
tected with itz hut when the Father ſhall fall up- 
on him with all his weight, this was pro 
the Travel of his Soul; Iſa. 53. 10. * pleaſed the 
Fatber gadruiſe him. He bath put bim to Grief, | 

Hence learn, 

1 The Heinouſueſs of Sin. You ſee tis no eaſy 
matten to reconcile Sinners to God; it coſt Chriſt 
a | ifa gf Sarrqws, and afterwards a painful, ſhame- 
tul, and an accurſed Death: The "Jos of actual 
Comfort, and a terrible feeling or. an amazir 
ſenſe of the Wrath of God. We jeſt and ſpore 
away dur Souls, but Chriſt found it hard work to 
ſave them, and recover them to God, Surely 
they that fin freely in Thought, and foully in Act, 


have low Thoughts of the Blood of Chriſt, you _ 


count it common Blood : Heb. 10. 29. And bave 
counted the Blood of the Covenant wherewith be was 
 Jandified, ' an unholy thing. When you make it a 
light thing to ſin, you do in effect ſay ſo. When 
2 precious Veſſel cannot be mended or | 
but with the coſtof a thouſand Pounds, you would 
be careful how you break it. You. ſlight the Sut- 
ferings of Chriſt, when you break with God for 
every tfifle. | ls it nothing for the Son of God to 
come down from Heaven to die for poor Sinners ? 
He calleth to you, Bebold all ye that paſs by, Is any 
Sorrow like unte my Sorrow ? ls it nothing to 

your heavenly Father, and to lie under the Bur- 
Im his Diſplcaſure? By his dealing with bis 
dear Son, ſubſtituted into the room 


hearted Singers, what it is to 
mandments. Dare you after a 


pleakngly nadeln in a 


I Gd maden ſwall matter of our Sins? Nom lie is 
3 Kicked for them by 4 Mediator. 07707 Mk” 
the Terriblenefs of God's 
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you fee what it is to lie under his Wra 


2 Spark of it light upon the Gonſcience, what 
Burden is a Man to bimſelf ?? 
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between the , 
Chriſt ſuffered as an evil Doer, we ſulla 
for well-doing ; otherwiſe tis the Croſs of Jas 
yabbas, not of Chriſt. His Name was rent and gern 
with Reproaches ; and tho he never did any thing 
worthy of blame, yet he bore the Taunes af the 
World, as welt as the Curſe of God that was dub 
for out Sins, and faffered not only in his _ 
but ity his Name and Reputation, and foal Cri 
1 Charge. It is an Home 


were unjuſt ly laid to his | 
to ſuffer for Chriſt, and for his intereſt, anda 
de no diſgraceful thing. He was the innoctar'Son 
| of God, compleatly — — e 
2s God, but as Man, being wholly freed of this 
_ original jon wherewith others that come 
ef Adam are defiled, Luke 1. 36. fully conform 
to the Law of God both in Heart and Practice 
Au. 3. 1 5. and by juſt deſerving, lovely in the 
Eyes of God and Men; for he did all things well. 
But we, how innocent ſoever of thoſe — 
the World chargeth upon us, 'yetweart faulty 
before God, and cannotaltogether juſtifyvor ſUves 
before Men. And ſo far as God's Hand is in-our 
Troubles, we moſt keep Silence. Therefore in 
the ſenſe of our Sinfulneſs in other things we 
ſhould the fooner ſubmit: Mich. 7. g. / will bear 
the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe 1 have ſinned a. 
gainſt him. Again, he hath taken the Sting out 
of our Sufferings, and born all the Wrath duefor 
our Sins: Our Croſſes are not a Satisfaction to his 
vindictive Juſtice, he is but trying our Sincerity, 


not purſuing his Vengeance upon us. And we 


have our Comforts allowed us; his were ſuſpend- 
ed. Ia ſhort, fince he endured the Anger und 
'£ e  _— Wrath 
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offered in this Scripture hö dle 
Sucreſs, He ſhall ſee ; that is, enj 
the Fruits of it. 


ks, eajy, | 
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Faith, 10 f 8 . 
jy wy Croſs, deſpiſed the Shame, and is ſet 
dawn at the e And 
Heb, 13. 21. Working in you what is pleaſing in bis 
hgbt, through Teſt Jeſus Ebriſh, Phil. 1. 29. For unto 
| you it is given in the bebalf of Chriſt, not only to be- 

Las en bim, int alſo to ſuffer for his ſake, «aſp Regis, 
that. is, upon Chriſt's account: He mericed f aith 
and Holineſs for vs. 

. (2-) Final Perſeverance : He is both the Au- 
thor and Finiſher: of our Faith. Jobn 10. 29. My 
Father who gave them me, is greater than all, and no 
Man is able to pluck them out of my Father's band. 
_ Heb. 10. 14. Fur by one Offering be perfeBei for #ves 
dem that ave ſantfified, i. e. ſet apart for God. 
He hath made them fully and perfectly happy. 


But briefly to ſnhew why Chriſt cannot miſtarry 
in his ends, the eternal Covenant: Iſa 53. 10. 
When thou ſhalt make bis Soul an Sin, "be 


Hall ſee his-Seed. Look to the of the 
Father and the Son, and the Salvation of. the E. 
let is ſecured; both are intĩmated in that Phraſe 
of being given to Chrilt, Joby 17. 6. Thine they 
were, aud thou 'geveſt them me. All Souls were 
God's in one ſenſe. ' Now they are given to Chriſt 
1. By way of Reward; Pal. 2. 8. Ak of me, 
and | wil give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. 
2. By way of Charge; and of this Charge 
Chriſt is to give an account : John 6. 37, 38. All 
that the Father giveth me ſhall come unto me, and him 

Ee | that 


4. 


C 


came down from Heaven, not to do mine 
the Wall. —— that fent me. And they not only 
may, but they ſhall come; Joa 6. 39. "tad this 
2 2 Feng that of What de 

given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raife 
it ap again at the laſt day. Other wiſe Chriſt would 
loſe part of his Reward, and part of his Charge: 
Hep.-2. 13. Aebold 4 and the Children whom thou haf 
given whe. 

Uſe, Is to perſwade us to wait for this Power, 
ang obſerve how the whole good Pleafure of his 
Wil is fulfilled in us. Doth your Salvation thrive 
and proſper in the bands of Chriſt ? Do you come 
on kindly ina way of Faith? You ſeek to put your 
Redeemer to ſhame, to hinder Jeſos Chriſt of the 


Fruit of bis Travel, when you are vain, and care- | 


leſs, and obſt inate. As a moral Agent, fo all his 
Travel may be in vaio, tho not as Mediator; He 
complaineth 'as a Miniſter of the Circumciſion: 
IIa. 49. 4. Then I ſaid, I haue laboured in 
ſpent my Streugth for nought and in vain ; yet 
ey my Judgment 15 with the no hank, and my Work 
with wy God. Wden a People that have the Means 
of Grote wil — they ſeek to rob 
Chriſt of his Purchaſe, and to make all bis Labour 
of Love to be in vain; Chriſtians are Co-workers 
with God. Ie therefore, al Workers together with 
bim, beſeech you to receive nat this Grace in wain, 2 Cor. 
6.1. O when ſhall Chriſt be formed in you! 
There: is Travelling in Pain till that be done, 


Fr Warna 


' Uſe2, Here is Comfort to God's Elect, and an 
Ingagement to make your Election ſure. How 
biete Do Gov Docrer by 


our 
4 
o 


that. cometh unto we, 1 mill in no wiſe caſt out. © EN | 
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van, I 


| ſent me, and to 


7. por. the 548 Chpey of thi, m_ 
Conſent? Conſecration anfwereth giving by 
way of Reward, and committing by. way of 
rate and ſet apart your ſelves for the 
i of the Lord: "Roms. 12. 1. I be- 
„ by the Mercies 'of God, 


optable to God, which is your Service. Im- 
ploy whatever is beſtowed upon you for his Glo- 
ty; live according to his Will: Fſal. 119. 94. I 
am thine, ſave me. Lord, 1 would not be my 
ben, unleſs | be thine. Thus we ſhould do when 
God ſeemerh to put us off. | 
2. Commit your felves to him in well-doing, 
nd in the courſe of your Obedience venture your 
Souls in Chriſt's hands without Trouble: 2 Tim. 
1.12. For I know whom ] baue believed, and am per- 
that be is able to teh that which I bave commit - 
n Apr gu 
tbe keeping of - your Souls to bim in we as unto 
@ faithful Creator. Pfal. 31. 5. Into thy bands I cm- 


int mp Neu, for tho bag redcemed me, 0 Lord God 
Truth, 


| Feome ts the third thing in this Scripture, and 
that i is the Satisfaction Chriſt took in the Salvati- 
on of Men, it was that which gave him full Con- 
tent for all his Pains and Travel : He ſhall ſee of 
the Travel of bis Soul, and be ſatisfied. The gain- 
ing and recovering of loſt Sinners was a great Sa- 
tisfaction to Jeſus Chriſt : John 4. 34. Chriſt faith 
unto My Meat- is to do the Will of bim that 
finiſh bis Work. When the Difci- 
ples asked him whether he had eaten any th 
Twas atis faction 


to him that he had 
6 a Soul. — gr RE; 
it 


7 


1c. 
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is the Sun, 
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. - faith Je, Gen. 4. 5 Wen 


Nee | 


rejoicing to us to be taken to Grace, but a 
joicing : when he ſeeth the Goſpel pre- 
rejoicing to Chriſt : w 142 


aT Kerr 7 . : 


or . Joy, & 
App bond 
221. hn Clip op bis Coming ? They are 
the Fruit of his miniſterial 1 Paul had 
ns >. an HI Bon WEI hed 3:1hþ 
main Virtue came from his Death. 
. But to determine the Point, what. this Cos 
tentment and SatisfaRtion is, Negatively and Po- 


fitively. 
1. Negatively. 'Tis not not only that 


ÞS- 


Mercy; 4fich. 7. 18. He delighteth in Adercy. "Tis 
a native AQ. 
OF yet the Exerciſe of Juſtice in a 


cency which God taketh in Acts of Grate wha + 


eee SSS 


Juſtice is as natural to God as Mer. 


punitive way, 
AR of ours; and the 
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Godhead is refreſhed 
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kind! 
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aud to rejoice\in others ' 
ork. God the Father his perſonal Work 
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ö Ver. 11. the 53d Chaprer of Tfaiah. 43 
; |} cate himſelf to us, and maniſeſt more of his G- 
1 | 

1 - 

* Id, 

* 
| God and 
| | 

F 

| | is ſeen in giving the World, in giving 

| | giving eternal Life. Chriſt ſaith in Love to his 
h isfied, I ſee it will be a way 
[4 M0 poor loſt Sinners. 
i 4 They are dearly bought, they are his own; 


and having loved them ſo as to buy them, he-will 


i 


1 


A Praffical Epe . 


Heart is made glad when they thrive and do sd, 
when his Work doth proſper in their hands. ie 
is the Owner of the Saints z and as a Man is digg. | * 
tisfied wien his Bargain turneth to ho godd ac: ( 
count, ſo is Chriſt when you do not grow in 
( 
| 
( 
| 
| 
| 
( 


Grace, and make 2 daily Progreſs in your heaven. 


De. Let us conſider our Obligations to.Chrig, | 
It was wonderful Love that the Son of God ſhoulg | 
lay afide his Glory, and willingly come down 
23 from Heaven, and undertake the buſineſs of our 
| Salvation, he needed us not; God was alone from | 
| all Eternity, and yet happy from all Eternity, 
| when there was nothing belides his Divine Maje- 
1 ſty. If he had any Happineſs by making the 
World, he might have made it ſooner ; he want- 

ed not us, we are of no worth to him. What 
can we that are leſs than the Duſt of the Ballance | 
cotitribute to the perfection of out Redeemer? | 
Yet that he ſhould take pleaſure in our Welfare; | | 
{ 

| 


and count himſelf ſatisfied ſo we may be faved : 
O the Greatneſs of this Love ! How ſhall we an- | 
| ſwerit, but by loving Chriſt again, by imitating 
him? Let us be ſatisfied in Chriſt, let it be 
to allay 


—_— ͤ—I— 


our Cares, and Fears, and worldly Di- 

that we have an Intereſt in him. Say | 
with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 73. 25. bon bave I m | 
Heaven but ther? and there is none on Earth that | | 
deſire beſides thee. Let this draw us from outward 
Comforts and worldly Satisfactions: If Chriſt did | 


N _—_ ', 
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| of his Excellency and our Obligations to him: 
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Cant. 6. 9, 10. My Dove, my Undefile:! is but one, 


ſhe is the choice one of ber that bare ber; the Daugb- 


aw ber, and bleſſed ber; yea, the Queens and the 
— nk and x4 bleſſed ber. wh is ſhe that 
looketb forth as the Morning, fair as the Moon, clear 
as the Sun, and terrible as an Army with Banners ? 
But, Lord, what is Man, that thou reg ardeſt bim; 
and the Son of Man, that thou makeſt account of 
him ? Let all worldly Contentments be as nothing 
to you, ſo you my win Chriſt, Phil 3. 3. And 
when you have him, you ſhould ſay, tis enough 
he that hath God for his Portion may ſay with the 


Pfalmiſt, Pſal. 16. 5,6. The Lord is the Portion of 


mine Inberitance, and of my Cup; thou maint aineſt 

my Lot. The Lincs are fallen to me in pleaſant Pla- 

ces, I have a goodly Heritage. b 
Uſe 2. Tis a ground ot Comfort in the Work 


of Faith. We may plead with you not only 


from your own Intereſt, but from Chriſt's Con- 


_ tentment ; he hath chidden many for not coming, 


but never any for coming to him. Nay, in point 
of Gratitude, thou haſt long grieved the Spirit 


of God with thy Stubbornneſs and Impenitency; 


taking Liberty in fleſhly Delights, and running 
after Vanity and Folly : O come now, and make 
glad the Heart of thy Redeemer ! When Tſaac 
longed for ſavoury Meat, a profane Eſau would 


take his Bow and Arrows, and go and kill. Go 


and try how thou canſt mourn over an unbelieving 


| Heart, what thou canſt do in compliance with 
Chriſt's Deſire. So in point of Hope, when he 


ſeeth you begging pardon, you { to his very 
Heart : he will join ſize with 3 ſue out 
the Fruit of his Labour. He rejoiceth . in our 
Juſtification and Salvation, it will be accom- 

Ff | pliſhed 


434 A Pratticdl Expoſition an 
pliſhed by his Deſire and Contentment. 
Uſe 3. It giveth ample Encouragement to 
Faith to come to Chriſt: It maketh his 
joyful when you come; the Lord Chriſt counteth 
it worth all his Pains. People queſtion Chriſt's 
Willingneſs ; Would any be againſt their own Joy 


and Satisfaction? You have high thoughts of an k 


Intereſt in Chriſt, and Chrilt hath high choughts 
of our Intereſt in him; and therefore the Saints 


plead it reciprocally, Pſal. 42. 5. Why art then 


diſquicted, O my Soul? Hope thou in God, for I ſhall 
yet praiſe bim for the Help of bis Countenance. They 
ſpeak to their own Hearts. Again, Pſal. 119. [ 
am thine, ſave me. Tis your Gain, and yet Chriſt 
counts it his Joy. Why ſhould we ſtand back, when 
Chriſt crieth earneſtly to us? Mat. 11. 28. Come 
unto me all ye that are weary and beavy laden, and I will 
give you Reſt. Pray come; he chideth earneſtly 
for not coming, John 5. 40. Te will not come unto 
me that you may bave Life But he never chid you 


for coming. *Tis hard to diſtinguiſh whether 


Chriſt be more willing to take the Soul, or the 
Soul to take Chriſt : We cannot deſire it more 
than Chriſt will delight in it. If you are afraid 
of ſeeking Self in it, conſider it would not be 


for your Contentment, but Chriſt's; when he 


ſeeth the Travel of his Soul, he is ſatisfied : Your 
Souls are enough to him. You are vile Creatures; 


tis no matter, your Spouſe thinketh it worthy of 


all his Pains and Intreaties to gain a Daughter of 
Light into his Embraces: Your Comfort is his 
Privilege. 
_ Uſe 4. it yieldeth Fuel to increaſe the Flame 
of Love. There are three Circumſtances offered 
here as matter of this Divine Fire; the Impati- 
ency of his Deſires ; the Painfulneſs of his Endea- 
| yours 3 
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ver. 11. the 53d Chapter Iſaiah. 43S 
vouts; and the Sweetneſs and Fulneſs of his 
Contentment, intended fot the Good of our Souls. 
t. The Impatiency of his Deſires. The whole 
Life of Chriſt was but a Thirſt after our Good, 
ſpent in the Heat of Love and Deſire : And when 
he died, he faid, John 19. 28. I thirſt. No doubt 
in ſuch Agonies his natural Moiſture was turned 
into Drought ; but eſpecially it was a Thirſt after 
the Good of Souls, the Good of the Creatures; 
it was a Thirſt that the Prophecies might be tul- 
filled. _ Paul that had the Spirit of Chriſt a. | 
oy ſee what Longings he 
9. My little Children, of whom I — fork 
40 till Chriſt be formed in you. This was but a 
| Taſt, a Drop of what was in Chriſt. Phil. 1. 8. 
For God is my Record, hom greatly I long for you in 
be Bowels of Chriſt. All fats Longings were but 
a Glimpſe or Specimen of thoſe Bowels in 
Chriſt, the Impreſſions upon his Spirit were more 
pure and powerful. 
2. The painfulgeſs of his Endea ſuch as 
could not be expreſſed by a lower Term than the 


Travel of his Soul; and do but remember all 


the Hardſhips of Chriſt's Life, the Woes of the 
Garden, all the Conflicts and Aſſaults of Hell 
| upon his Spirit, you ſhall ſee Chriſt's Love did 

not dwindle in a Wiſh, nor die away in a cold 
Deſire. The Sparks of the Creatures Love may 
ſoon languiſh, but Chriſt's Love did not leave him 
till it got him out of Heaven into the Womb, 
from the Womb to the Wi to the Gar- 


den, ta the Croſs, to the Grave : All theſe Wa- 


ters could not quench it. The Apoſtle 
the common Acts of the Creatures Love 


by La- 


436 A Praftical Expoſitios an 
Travel; He hall ſee the Travet of his Soul. Paul 


maketh it an endearing Circumſtance, 1 Tbeſſ. 2.9. 


N remembper, Brethren. e Labour and Travel, 
night and day. But what was it for Paw to pa 

with his Allowance, when Chriſt parted with 1 his 
Glory? VVell then, conſider it was no lazy 
Love, no idle Wiſh, but ſuch as ended in reſt. 


leſs Endeavours for your Good: There are Pains 


on the Crofs, and Pains in his Spixit. 

3. The Sweetnels and Fulnels of Contentment. 
Still the Lord went on till he took the laſt four 
Draught of Vinegar; then he ſaid, tis 
Toba 19. 30. Chriſt's Spirit was reſtleſs, but then 


fatisfied; was enough if he could gain Souls. 
O vile Wretches that we are, that God ſhould | 


think our Souls enough! Alas, what can we 
briag to him, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould ſet up his 
Reſt in the Good of our Souls? ? The Merchant 


ſald all for a Pearl; but alas, we are but an ill | 


Purchaſe. What doth Chriſt get by us, ſo as to 
be. ſatisfied when he gaineth Sinners? 


. Uſe 5. It _—_ ih a high Pattern for our 
Imitation. i 


a. Miaifters, All. che Toil and Tra- 1 


vel of Chriſt's. Spirit was to gain Souls, and he 


thought that a pooul Purchaſe; be did not mind 


other things but for our Good; Heaven, that we 
might be Zlorified in his Glory. He was Head 
over all „ that he might de ſo to the 
Church; — he did not mind Dig nities and 
| Honours. O that our Spirits did act thus 
that/we would not drive on a ſelfiſh Deſign in ſuch 
a weighty Calling! 
to God's Ends. O that the Joy of our Hearts 


might be the-Good of Souls, and-not a thriving 


| leur own Colmmunents : 3 Ep. Joh. 4. I bave 
#0 


——— _ 


purely, 
! God's VVork muſt N done 
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Ver.11. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 97 
no greater Joy than to bear that thy Children mull in 
the Truth. O that:ſhould moſt affect our Spirits 
Many mind the Gain, but not the Soul; and ra. 
ther oppoſe Grace than further it; and as the 
Dragon ſought to devour the Manchild, fo they 
to nip the early Bloſſoms of Grace. „ 
2. To all. If Jeſus Chriſt ſeek you, that are 
not worth the having; O what ſhould you do to 
ſerve him, who is all Delire, as the Spouſe cal- 
leth him, Cant, 1. 16. enough to invite me and 
others! * et 
(1.) Deſire him: Pſal 73. 25. Whom baue I in 
Heaven but thee 2 and there is none on Earth that 1 
deſire beſides thee. Chriſt that had no need of you, 
thirſted after you; and who would not but pant 
for Chriſt ? Diſclaim all other things, they 'are 
| nothing to his Gain, What is it fo Il may win 
| Chriſt ? Phil. 3. 8. all is nothing, all is but Dung 
| and Droſs. Who would leave the Pearl of 
Price, to trade for Dung ? 8 
(2.) Purſue hard after him: The Lord Chriſt 
ſought you with Bruiſes in his Body, and Travel 
in his Soul; and will you begrudg him an Hour 
in Duty, a little time in Prayer? When Au- 
guſtus refuſed the Petition of one of his Soldiers, 
he told him, I did not ſerve you ſo at the Battel 
of Adium So may Chriſt ſay to us. Tho you 
Hearing, great 
Endeavours againſt the Unbelief of yaur Sduils'; 
tho you ſearch for him about the City, as the Spoiiſe 
doth Cant. 5. 2. which is ſpoken in alluſon — 4 
ruſalem, where God was worſhipped in his Ordi- 
nances; tho you go from Duty to Duty, yet ſtill 
ſeek him; Chriſt will recompenſe all the Endea- 
vours that are laid out in the purſuit of him 
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(3-) Value him in the Injoyment : Alas your 
* to your Gain; if Chriſt be f@- 
bag much more 'be ſatisfied. 
_ Jace "Tis 


enough, I bave ſeen Joſeph; ſo 
fay, 'tis 1 have Chriſt : Pſal. 16, 5, 6. 
The Lord is the Fortion of mine Inberitance - The 


F l 


ans, you have Gold for a Toy, a Glaſs, or a 
Baſon. Therefore you may well be ſatisfied, this 
Labour is well ſpent, theſe carnal Deſires well re- 
nounced; O'tis all made vp abundantly above 
whatever I could part with for it. Therefore ſay 


Soul, and forget not all bis Benefits, as tis in the 


Hebrew. You may fay, here is a wonderful Re- 
compence indeed. 


By bis Knowledg ſhall my righteous Servant juſti- 
fy many. 


-I We are now come to that Clauſe, wherein one 


particular glorious Effect of God's Covenant 
with Chriſt, and his Obedience anſwerable there- 
unto, is mentioned; to it, Juſtification, which 
is here ſet qut to us "by moſt of its conliderable 
Cauſes. Here is the Efficient Cauſe; the inſtru- 
mental Cauſe on God's part, the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel: On our part, the Knowledg of God; 
for it may be taken either way, by bis Knowledg, 
or by tbe Knowledg of 
_ Cauſe; and that is the Satisfaction of Chriſt. 
The Subject of it, 


of the Words, is the inſtrumental Cauſe of Juſti- 
. ficatian :: Bedaato, by his Knowledg. There iz 
3 about the of ening of of thi 
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Heritage. "Tis like the Trade with the 


as the Pſalmiſt, Pfal. 103. 2. Bleſs the Lord, Omy 


7 E ative wo; Af SES 


of bim. The Meritorious | 


Many. 
Thefirſt thing that is offered to us in the order 
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Word. The Septuagint do plainly pervert the 
cenſe of it, while they reflect upon the Perſon 
| ſpoken of in this Chapter, and render it thus, 

That God would ſhew bim Light, and form his 
Mind with Knowledg, and juſtify bis righteous Ser- 
vant that ſerved many. But we need not ſtay up- 
on that among Chriſtians. 

1. Some take it actively, for the Knowledg 
which he ſhall give out concerning himſelf, the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, which is the Power of 
God to Salvation, becauſe it containeth the Re- 
relation of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt : Rom. 1. 
16. | am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt ;, for it 
i the Power of God unto Salvation, to one 

 believeth. And it is contradiſtinguiſhed to the 
Law, which holdeth out a Diſcovery of Sin: 
Rom. 3. 20. By the Law is the Knowledg of Sin. 
And ſo worketh Wrath, as tis ſaid, Rom. 4. 1 5. 
dat is, all that we can get out of the Law, is 

Guilt and Wrath; and that will ſhew us that we 
are in a Condition not to be juſtiſied, and the 
Sadneſs and Miſery of that Condition. But 
now the Goſpel, that diſcovereth a way of Juſti- 
fication, even for the Juſtification of Sinners. 
By bis Rnowledg; that is, by his Doctrine, by 
his Goſpel, he ſhall diſcover a way of Juſtiſica- 

2. Tis taken paſſively for our Apprehenſion 
of Chriſt; for ſo it may be rendred, by the 
Knowledg of bim ſhall be juſtify them : And this | 
conceive to be moſt proper to this Place, tho [ 
cannot wholly exclude the other. The other 
without this is nothing, the Goſpel condemneth 
rather than juſtifieth, where it is not apprehend- 
ed and embraced by Faith. Chriſt faith, they 
had no Sin if he had 7 * to them, John 15. 

4 22 
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22, that is, not ſo much Sin. And tis faid, Joby 
3. 19. This is the Condemnation, that Light is come 
into the Worl1, and Men love Darkneſs rather than 
Liebt; that is, the Light of the Goſpel by acci- 
dent proveth the Cauſe of the greateſt Condem- 
nation. Therefore you muſt take in this; and 


beſides, the Words will bear it. Firit, it muſt. 


be fo, for the Prophet ſpeaketh not only ot a 
way of Fuſtification, but of actual Juſtification. 
But then all the Difficulty will be, why we are 


aid to be juſtiſied by Knowledg, ſince every 


where the Scripture carries it for Faith, and uſu- 
ally Faith is made the Inſtrument in our Juſtifica- 


tion. Weapprehend the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


for Juſtification. There may be divers Keaſons 
given for the Expreſſion. 
1. Becauſe the firſt radical Act of Faith is 
_ Knowledg, - There are three radical Acts of 
Faith, Knowledg, Aſſent, and Afflance. The 
firſt is Knowledg; by that God begetteth 
Perſwaſion and Confidence in the Spirit. God 
dealeth in the New Creation, and fra.ning of the 
Heart to his own Uſe and Service, as he dealt in 
the Old Creation and framing of the World. 
The firſt Creature that he made was Light; fo in 
the New Creation he ſhineth in upon the Heart, 
and taketh away the natural Blindneſs and Folly 
of the Spirit. 


2. Becauſe tis the Property of the Hebrews 


to count and apply all Woris of Knowledg and 
of the Underſtanding to uch Affections as are 


ſutable and becoming {ſuch Knowledg; ſo God's 


knowing and remembriag of us in. plieth his Pity 
and Relieving, and our remembring of God our 


Imaginations are uſually putfor all thoſe vitious 
"= Affections 


Duty and Obſervance of him: And in an ill ſenſe 


sss zasad 
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Affections following them, What the New Tef- 
rament exprelleth by Luſts, the Old does by 
[maginations ; becauſe the Underſtanding being 
the great Wheel of the Soul, the. Scripture 
eth the good or ill Carriage of the Soul by 
Acts proper to the Underſtanding. By Know- 
ledg is meant ſuch an Apprehenſion of Chriſt ac- 
cording as he hath revealed himſelf in the Goſ- 
pel, ſo as to cloſe with him, embrace him, and 
rely upon him for Salvation, acknowledging 
and relying upon Chriſt for Juſtification. To all 
ſuch as thus know him, Chriſt will procure a per- 
fect Abſolution from all their Sins. By one Act 
are implied the other Acts of Faith, it being the 
manner of the Hebrews thus to expreſs themſelves. 
And therefore you muſt underſtand other ſutable 
Lilſpolitions and Goings out of the Heart to 
Chriſt, as will become ſuch Knowledg. 08 
3. Becauſe *tis no unuſual thing in Scripture to 
make Knowledg to be the hand to receive the 
greateſt Conveyances of Grace: 2 Pet. 1.2. Grace 
aud Peace be multiplied unto you, through the Know- 
ledg of God, and Jeſus Chriſt cur Lord. He ma- 
keth it to be multiplied, and ſhed into the Heart 
through Knowledg. So Eternal Life, which is 
| thegreateſt of Bleſſings: John 17. 3. This is Life 
Eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou bajt ſent. I is made to 
be a happy Fruit of Knowledg, even Lifeeternal. 
The knowing of God in Chriſt intitleth us to it. 
Well then, you ſee the Reaſon of the Expreſſion, 
why he faith, by bis Knowledg. 
I ſhall give you the Points. | 
DoR. 1. That tis the Privilege of the Goſpel to 
diſcover @a way for the Juſtification of Sinners. 
Y bis Knowledg, or by his Doctrine; and you 
have 
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have that only in the Goſpel of Chrilt. 
Doct. 2. That Faith is Knowledg, or an A 


frm chin; and therefore "tis expreſſed by fuch 


Term here, the Knowledg of bim. 
Dock. 3. That by Faith we are juſtified. He ſaith y 


his Knowledg, but he meaneth Faith : Such a Know. | 
ledg as is affective, ſuch Apprehenſions ot Chriſt 


as cauſe anſwerable Diſpolitions in the Spirit. 
For the firſt of theſe; That tis the Privilege of 


the Goſpel to diſcover a way for the Juſtification of 


Sinners. 
My Work ſhall be to ſhew you, 
1. That by no other Way, Doctrine, or Know. 


ledg in the World, can this be done to makea 


Sinner juſt betore God: Not by your vain Pre- 
tences that may ſerve to juſtify you before Men, 
but not in the light of God; Pſal. 103. 2. Enter 
not into Judgment with thy Servant, for in t 


ſhall no Man livmg be juſtified : which is quoted by 
the Apoſtle. The bunneſs is to get a Righteovf- 


neſs that will endure the Eye of God: Rom 2. | 


13. Fur the Heavers of the Law are not juſtified before 
God, but the Doers of the Law ſhall be juſtified. 


That's the Intent of that Verſe; That tis not 
ppearances, but exact Obedience, not any out- 
ward Excellency and Privilege that could endear 


A 


vou to God's Acceptance: Rom. 2. 11. For there 


is no reſpet# of Perſons with God, Bond or Free, Jew 


er Gentile. God is not charmed by any outward 


Pomp and Glory of the Creatures; the Wicked | 


may be juſtified for a Reward. Men are apt to 
prize any thing that is pompous. The Diſciples 
ſhewed Chriſt the Buildings of the Temple, Mat. 
24.1. God did not regard Saul for his Perſo- 
nage, nor Fezabel for her Painting, nor Abſalom 


for his Beauty, nor Sodom for her Beauty. Not 
any | 


by fight 
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could not find out a way for the reinſtating of 


=, ow 


8 to you, I ſhall ſhew you what the Way is, and 
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any Device of the Creatures; Men and Angels 


cingers into the Favour of God, and abſolving 


them from their Guilt. God himſelf ſeemeth to 


hint that he could find no other way: Jſa. 59. 
16. And be ſaw that there was no Man, and won- 


| fred that there was no Interceſſor ;, therefore bis Arm 


brought Sal vat ion. No Endeavours or Contri- 


vaace of the Creature would ſerve the turn: Our 


own Prayers and Endeavours, laſhing and puniſh- 
ing others will not ſerve the turn : Nor the Law, 
which is the chiefeſt thing that diſcovereth a way 
of Juſtification, but not for the Juſtification of 
Sinners; for the making of a Man righteous, but 
not for the making of a Sinner righteous: if a 
Man could walk up to the Exactneſs of it, yet how 


ſhould he da to redeem his Soul from Guilt, and to 


expiate Sin? Papilts fondly dream of a SatisfaQti- 
on in the Creatures Endeavours ; alas, all will not 
do, The Law is weak through our Fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. 
That is, we being weak Creatures, it were im- 
poſſible it ſhould be done that way. The Law in 
it ſelf might have done it, were it not that we 
were Sinners; and therefore mere doing will not 
ſerve: Doing indeed may make us leſs Sinners, 
but ir cannot make us righteous. But alas, we are 
weak throngh theFleſh, and we cannot do any 
thing. Rom. 4. 5. But bel:eveth on him that juſti- 
fieth the Ungodly : that is the Circumſtance that 
maketh it emphatically glorious. | 
2. Here tis fully and amply done; the Goſpel 
holdeth out a clear way: and that it may appear 


prove that it muſt needs be a ſure Way. 


1. What the Goſpel doth. 


(1.) It 
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(1.) It diſcovereth perfect Righteouſneſs : the 
Drift of — oy is to diſcover this Righteouf. 
ively,for the fulfilling of the Law ; paſſive. 
ly, the ſatisfying of the Breaches of it : For 
therein is the Righteouſneſs of God revealed from Faith 
Fanb. The Apoſtle proveth that tis the Power of 
God to Salvation, for there is a Righteouſneſs to | 
be found in it : For that is it which the Creature | 
wants, a Righteouſneſs to appear juſt before 
God: Rom. 1. 21. But now the Righteouſneſs of 


God without the Law is manifeſted. We muſt be | 


righteous, or we cannot be ſaved. Now the Gof- 
pel diſcovereth this per fect Righteouſneſs in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; for tis by his Righteouſneſs that we are 
juſtified. And therefore 'tis every where called 
Gods Righteouſneſs, and diſtinguiſhed from our 
own. Now this is done here, the Wrath of 


God is pacified, and the Law fulfilled by Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


(2.) The Goſpel — a way how this 
Righteouſneſs may become ours; tis made ours 


dy Faith, and our Union with Chriſt. When a 


Man hath an Intereſt in Chriſt, he is poſſeſſed of 
all that is in him ; you have his Righteouſneſs, 
and therefore he is fo often called — 
the Lord oar Righteouſneſs, Jer. 33. 16. And Jia. 
58. 8. Thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee. You 
ſhall have an Intereſt in what is his. Thy Kigbte- 
owſneſs ; 1. e. you have it in Jeſus Chriſt. 

This muſt needs be a ſure way, becauſe 
God's Ends are furthered by it. 
(..) God is glorified. God would honour his 
Juſtice ; and whatever that required to be done 
or ſuffered, was accompliſhed by Chriſt ; God 
juſtifying Sinners, and yet being juſt : Rom. 3. 26. 
70 declare, I ſay, at this time bis Rig ghtcoufneſs, 
that 


| here you have Mercy 


| God, as he would glorify every one of his own 


| 
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that be might be juſt, and the Fuſtifier of bim thut 
believeth in Jeſus. That was the ſpecial Attri- 
date; Mercy ſhineth forth from it. But the 
chicteſt was, that he might be juſt, and therefore 
and Juſtice ſhining forth in 
their greateſt Strength and Brightneſs. - 

(2.) The Creature is contented and ſatisfied. 


Attributes, ſo he would do that which was moſt 
atisfying and ingaging to our Spirits. Now this 
is ſo donè, that every Doubt and Scruple is an- 


ſwered. The Creature is troubled, becauſe he 
cannot keep the Law ; tis kept 


for us: becauſe 
it cannot ſatisfy for Breaches, tis done for us. 


ff our Conſciences be ſcorched with the Wrath 


of God, there is the Blood of Chriſt to quiet 


them; if troubled with Fears, Chriſt was heard 


in what he feared, to allay ours. 

Uſe, is by way of Inference. 

' Firſt, to exhort us to bleſs God for the Goſpel. 
O what a Mercy is it, that ſuch a way is found 
out for our returning to God! Acts 13. 38. They 


| mere glad, and glorified the Word of the Lord : That 


is, ſpake wonderfutly and affectionately of the 
Goſpel. What ſo good a Word ? If we had been 
to have ſatisfied the Law, we had been miſerable. 
Chriſtians, we are not ſenſible of the Mercy of 
being freed from the Rigour of the Law, of be- 


- ingjultified by the Knowledg of the Doctrine of 


_ Chriſt; do but conſider what it would have been 
with us then, and how tis with us now. 
1. How it would have been with us then; the 
Miſery that we were in then by reaſon of the Ri- 
gour of the Law, which conſiſteth in two things. 
1. The Matter, what was required; ſuch a 
Burden as we nor our Fathers were ever _—_ 


bear. See what kind of Obedience it was that 
it requires. 
(r.) It muſt be full and entire, fo as to take in | 
the inward and outward Man. The Phariſees in. 
deed did ſtrive to lighten the Law, and would have 
it only reach the outward part and external Ads 
in Worſhip, and Obedience to the commandi 
part, and the groſſer Acts in the Prohibition. But a. 
las, our Saviour in Mat. 5. ſheweth that it reacheth | 
| 2 yn" * po Nass Glance of 
the Eye, rovi t ghts, looking 
upon a Woman to luſt after her, and there all 
their Peace is gone: Rom. 7. 14. The Law is ſpi- 
ritual, but I am carnal, ſold under Sin. Paul when | 
a Phariſce thought that the Law was only con- 
verſant about Externals, but he found it ſpiritual, 
and himſelf carnal. So Pfal. 19. 7. The Law of 
the Lord is perfect, converting tbe Soul. Man's Law 
reacheth the Body and the Fleſh, but God's Law | 
goeth to the very Spirit and Conſcience. And 
alas, upon what miſerable Terms ſhould we be | 
with God, if this were the Rule of our Accep- 
tance with him! A Man hath fome Command of 
himſelf in theſe outward things, but who can 
guide his Spirit in an even proportion to the Law 
of God? 1 = 
(2.) Such as requireth the whole Man, ſo as 
the Soul muſt be exactly perfect in all the Actings 
of it, or elſe it could not be accepted with God: 
Deut. 6. 5. Thou ſhalt love the Lord with all thy 
Heart, and all thy Soul, and all thy Adight. A lit- 
tle Failing in the latenſeneſs of the Spirit might 
make you to miſcarry. The Law knoweth not | 
how to wink at Failings; the leaſt Deadneſs and 
Coldneſs of Affection, the leaſt Reſtraint of Spi- 
rit would haye been fatal to you : aa * 
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ly reach the Spirit, but the whole Spirit, and 
dindeth over every Faculty to Obedience. 
() It muſt be conſtant and univerſal, carried 


| on without the leaſt Interryption to all the things 


of the Commandments: Gal. 3. 10. Curſed is 
every one that continuetb not in all things that are 


I written in the Book of the Law to do them. The 


| would come to nothing, and be in vain; one Sin 


leaſt Deviation maketh us liable to the Curſe. So 
Jam. 2. 10. Whoſoever ſhall offend in one point, is 
guilty of all. Tho he keep the whole Law, yer 


the Breach of any one Point maketh him guilty 


of the Breach of all : And fo all your Endeavours 


would undo your Hopes. Well then, you that 
have obſerved the W andrings of your Spirits, 
and are acquainted with your Failings, O what 


Cauſe have you to bleſs God that Juſtification is 


not diſpenſed upon ſuch rigorous Terms! other- 


| wiſe you might cry out with the Men of Bethſbe 


| theKnowledg of the whole Law, had no Know- 


| meſh, 1 Sam. 6. 20. Who is able to ſtand before this 


Holy God 2 when fifry thouſand were ſmitten for 
the Breach of a Ceremony, for looking into the 
Ark. Or you will be ready to fay as David, 


_ Pal. 130, 3. If thou, Lord, ſhouldſ® mark Iniquity, 


| Ui. in our own Perſons : Mat. 19. 17. If thou 
| wilt enter into Life, keep the Commandments. 


O Lord, who ſhould be able to ſtand ? There were no 
dubſiſtence for the Creature before the Power of 
his Wrath; and if God ſhould deal with us upon 
theſe Terms, we could not ſtand in our Beings, 
much leſs be red in Curia, ſtand in our Righteouſ- 
neſs and lanocency. 8 

2, Conſider the manner how this muſt be 


| That's 
all we can get, the Law taketh no notice of a 
Mediator and common Perſon. Adam that had 
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ledg of Chriſt, Tho the Law ſhould a 


times be fulfiPd by another, that is nothing to us: 
The Law requireth Obedience in our own Perſons, 


our School-maſter to bring us to Chriſt. But that 
is the Law Ceremonial, which was but a dark 
Goſpel, and did hint Chriſt out of the Elements 


of the Ceremonies; a Man might ſpell Chriſt 


out of them : Gal. 3. 12. But the Man that doth 


them, ſhall live in them. Well then, out of al 


this you may conclude that the Creature can fetch 
nothing from the Law but Aggravations of his 
Miſery ; tis not to make us righteous before God, 
butto make us guilty: Rom. 3. 19. That every 
Mouth may be ſtopped, and all the World become puil. 
ty before God. Rom. 5. 20. Moreover the Law en- 
tred, that the Offence might abound. You ſee then 


what cauſe you have to bleſs God: All that the | 


Rigour of the Law could do, is but to make the 
Offence more abound ing in our Apprehenſions. 
 2ly. But you ſhall ſee more Cauſe of rejoicing, 
O Gentiles, when you look upon the ſecond thing, 
which is the Privilege of the Goſpel : You have 
abundant Cauſe to bleſs God, that there is a way 
found out that Sinners may draw nigh to God; 
that there is Commerce between Heaven and 
Earth revived again: Luke 5. 8. Peter ſaid unto 
Chriſt, from me, for I am a ſinful Man. 
Alas, what ſhould Sinners do with a Holy God, 


or Stubble with everlaſting Burnings ? When the 
Law was 


» there were Bounds about 
the Mount, Exod. 19. 23. And when the People 
ſaw it, they removed and ſtood afar off, at the 
Promulgation of the Law, Exod. 20. 18. And 
our firſt Parents' hid themſelves. Revel. 6. 16. 


They ſaid to the Rocks and Martins, Fall en 


Curſed is every one. And the Law is faid to be | 
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Comelineſs, which I haue py apes her, 
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| and hide us from the Face of kim that ſitteth upon 


the Throne, . and from the Wrath of the. Lak. 


| Therefore tis much that we may now come nigh 


to God. 
| Se:ondly, We may come with Confidence and 


| Joy. That which was their Terror is our Com- 
| fort, viz. Nearneſs of Converſe. with God: 


Eph. 3- 12. In whom we have Boldne ſa, and Acceſs | 
mb C We do not come like Malefactors 


to a Tribunal of Juſtice, but like Favourites to a 


Throne of Grace. Our greateſt Confidence is 
with God: Heb. 10. 22. Let as draw near with. @ 
ane Heart, in full Aſſurance of Faith. That = 
may be thankful, conũder what is done that we 
may injoy it. 
t. The Goſpel holdeth out a Way how poor 
Sinners. may be accepted. with God; a Way 
wherein God will look after Sinners: 2 Sam. 19. 
28. as Mephiboſheth aid to David, For all of. my 
Father's 22 Men before my Lord 
the King ; yet didſt thou ſet thy Servant among them 
that eat at thine own Table. All we were as dead 
Men before God: Ezek. 16.6. I. ſaid wo thee, 
when thou waſt in thy Blood, Live ; yea | ſaid uno 
thee, when thou waſt in thy Blood, Live, The Ex- 
preſlioa i is doubled, * becauſe that is a notable Cir- 
cumſtance that God ſhould ſeek ro them twice, 
that he ſhould look upon them when they were in 


| their Blood; that he ſhould think of poor Sjaners 


that could expect nothing but he 3 of 
Condemnation. | 

1. The Goſpel holdeth out a Way. how. Sin- 
ners may be made righteous; if we are vile in 
our ſelves, yet we ſhall | be glorious and comely in 
Chriſt : Ezek. 16. 1 4. For it was perfe@ through my 
Tach. 3. 4. J 
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will c 
clothe thee with Change of Rain nt. tliine own 
_ Garments be filthy, Chriſt will give thec the Royal 


Robe of his Righteouſneſs : Luke ix. 22. Bring | 
forth the beſt Rive, and put it on kim We have 


Raiment out of Chriſt's own Wardrobe. 


3. It ſheweth a Way how God cometh to be 


delighted in the Perſons, and Prayers, aud Ser- 
vices of poor Sinners: Prov. 15. 8. The Prayer 


of the Upright is his Delight. Prov. 11. 20. Bu | 


ſuch as are upright in their way, are bis Delig't, 
Alas, we do not deſerve the meaneſt reſpect 


Servants of my Lord. Iſa. 62. 3, Thou fhalt alſo 
be a Crown of Glory in the Hand of tix Lord Q 


therefore let us prize the Goſpel, and never | 


leave till we have gotten a Share in it. The 
Corn in Egypt 


be calleth thee. 


n Jeſus Chriſt. So tis called here. 


ver it out of the hands of Exception, obſerve, , 

1. That the Doctrine I have laid down is not 
convertible ; for there is a Knowledg, and there 
are Apprehenſions of Chriſt that are not Faith; 


ledg is nor Faith. 
2. The Doctrine is not an adequate and abſo- 
lute Definition of Faith ; for there is more than 


ſent, and Affiance. So that the Point is not ex- 
_ cluſive of other Acts of it, but only to i 
: — — 


auſe thine Iniquities to paſs from thee. 71d 1 will 


with | 
God; as Abigail faid to David, 1 Sam. 25. 41. Let 
thine Hand-maid be a Servant, to waſh the Feet of the | 


will not nouriſk us, unleſs we go and | 
fetch it: Mark 10. 49. Be of good Comfort, riſe, | 


Dot. 2. That Faith is a Knowledg, or an Appre- | 


To clear and vindicate the Point, and to reco- | 


every Faith hath Knowledg, but every Know- 


ans ea. ds. co . ©> new 53 


Knowledg in Faith : There is a firm Aſſent, Con- 
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| pher's Word here, and becauſe Knowledg is the 
| moſt neceſſary and firſt AQ of Faith ; therefore 


| 1 


tion to bis 
| the Knowledg 


what is a moſt neceſſary and radical AQ of Faith; 
and the Senſe of it will be this: In Faith there is 
«Knowledg, and that only becauſe of the Pro- 


t it in this Form, So that | do not only 
make Faith to be a Knowledg, and an Aſſent to 
the Truths of the Goſpel, as ſome do, miſtaking 


the Nature of it; nor withthe Papiſts make this 


Knowledg to be ſome general A 


\pprehenſion and 
the Articles of Religion 


: But 1 ſhall 
few you by and by what kind ef Knowledg is 


But to determine the Point or to ptore the AQs 
of i CH 14. 14 that Faith is Know ledg, by 
om Scripture. 
1 1 the Effects Rs and Conſequents of Faith 


a are given to Knowleds : As Knowledg is ſaid to 


and Lite eternal is ſaid to be through 
John 17. 3. And Grace and Peace is 
ſaid to be multiplied through Knowledg, 2 Pet. t. 2. 
And ſo Luke 1: 77. To give the Knowledg of Salva- 
People. And the Work of Faith is called 
of Salvation. | 
2. 3 y moſt 2 Acts of Faith 
are expre Words t are proper to 
Knowledz, and belong to the Underſtanding 3 3 


and yet that barely is not ſufficient : Fob 19. 25. 
Ibs that 


my Redeemer liveth, for | believe. And 
Mat. 13. 23. He that beareth the Word, and under- 


| 4 3 . is, , underſtandeth and believeth 


Clrif, the Son of the living God. We believe, and 
Gg2 EVVGKARKLEY 5 
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tr; we tranſlate it, are ſure that thou art | 
the Son of the living God: 2 Tim. 1. 12. ty 


1 know in whom I bade believed; and that 


is made the Ground of his committing his Sout | 


to him, his Knowledg of God: 1 John F. 20. 


And we know that the Son of God is come, and bath | 


given us an Underſtanding, that we may know him 
3. Becauſe there are ſome Objects of Faith 

that are inter cognoſcibilia, among thoſe things 

that are only to be known and apprehended by 


us according to the Revelation of God. I fay, | 
all that Faith hath to do about them, is to under: | 


ſtand and apprehend the Truth of them accord. 


ing to the Diſcoveries of the Word; as the Crea- | 
tion of the World, the making Man out of no- 
thing: And therefore the Apoſtle faith, Heb. 11. 
3. Through Faith we underſtand that the V orlds were | 
framed by the IVord of God ;, fo that the things which | 
are ſeen, were not made of things that do appear. | 
That was the great Riddle to the Philoſophers, 


but by Faith we under ſtand it. 


4. Becauſe Faith is oppos'd to ſuch things as | 
imply a Defect and Want of Knowledg, and | 
therefore there is a Knowledg in Faith; as to lg- | 
norance, Darkneſs, and Folly. Therefore Paul | 


maketh his Ignorance and Unbelief the joint 


Cauſes of his Rebellion againſt God; 1 Tim. 1. 


1 3. But I did it ignorantly in Unbelief. It muſt needs 
be fo, if in Unbelief. So Mat. 4. 16. Unbelief is 
made to be a State of Darkneſs; The People which 
fat im Darkneſs ſaw great Light, Till Men come 
to believe the Goſpel, they are under Darkneks. 


So Rom. 11. 25. The Apoſtle faith, Blindneſs in 
part is bappened to Iſrael, until the Fulneſs of the Gen- 


tiles be come in. Now the great Sin of the Jews 1s 


Habelief, and reje&ing the Light of the 2 
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80 Eph. 4. 18. the State oppoſite to Faith, or to 
the Learning of Chriſt, is expreſſed by the unity 
of the Mind, the Darkneſs of the Underſtanding, 


d Blindneſs of Heart. Which three Expreſſions 


note vain Principles, corrupt Inferences, and 


want of ſpiritual Wiſdom tooverſway the Aﬀec- 


tions and all the Inclinations of the Heart, into a 
ſubjection to the Will of God. 

5. Becauſe God's Work in reference to the. be- 
getting of Faith, is plainly expreſſed to be a 
Work upon the Underſtanding ; as by opening 
open their Eyes, and to 
tun them from Darkneſs to Ligbt, and from the 
Power of Satan to God. The ſirſt Creature in the 


Ne Creation is Light opening the Eyes, and 
many of Chriſt's Cures were about the Sight; as 
be diſpoſſeſſed Satan, fo hz opened the Eyes; for 
 Iplainly find they had a ſpiritual Signiſication: 


6. 44, 45- No Man can come unto me, except 


le Father who bath ſent me draw bim. Toey ſhall 


all be taught of God. There mult be teaching as 


| wellas drawing; a work upon the Underſtand- 


ing as well as the Will. So at. 11. 26. there 


| 5 mention made of revealing the things of God: 


A main Cauſe of Faith is this Revelation. Thus 
tis proved. | 
2ly. To demonſtrate the Point, or to ſhew wity 
it muſt be fo, and that for theſe Reaſons. 
1. Becauſe otherwiſe Faith would. not do its 
Work: The Work and Pplineſs of Faith is to 
new us things unſeen tq.Senſe and Reaſon. The 
Apoſtle's word is -, the Force of which 
I ſhall ſhew you by and by. lt is to carry vs with- 


| the Veil, to reveal to us the things cf God, 


ſuch as Eye bath not ſeen, Ear bath not beard, nor 
hath it entered into the Hart of Man to conceive, 
- O83 2 Cor, 
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2 Cor. 2. 9. That is, fuch as cannot otherwiſe 


diſcovered withoot this Light. There i bens 
th, and in Faith; a Knowledg that | 


ledg for Fai 
followeth it, and a Knowledg that maketh ir uy, 


as Senſe is the Light of Beaſts, and Reaſon 
of a Man: fo is Faith of a Chriſtian. "Tis to 


Beauties of Chriſt ; to ſhew us what is in our Be. 
a than in another Beloved, Cant. 5. g. 
ito 


out Know ledg. 


2. Becauſe there muſt be ſomething done to | 
ſanctify the Underſtanding, ſomething to irradi- | 
ate and inlighten the Mind: Grace muſt have in- 


fuence upon every Faculty, upon the Under- 
much more, for theſe Reaſons. 


Chriſt, or not rightly determine concerning 


Chriſt, and therefore we do not cloſe with him. | 
The reſt of the Faculties follow that ſame Di&a- | 
men Jutellettus, the Dictates and Deciſions of the | 
Underſtanding. "Tis with Men according to 
: The ſame Grace which in- 


their Knowledg : 
lightneth the Mind, worketh again to the ſub- 
duing of the Affections. We ſee Men are as their 
Minds are: God giveth Men up firſt to vai 
Minds, and then to vile Affections, Roms. 1. 
s Cans and. rear W ec of eat and firſt 
1 4 


of the Mind, 


"Tis opJ*AuG- r 4vxns, the Eye of the Soul. 
Look 
guide and direct us to, and to raviſh us with the 


provoke Holy Deſires and fervent Aﬀeci. | 
ons towards God. All this cannot be done with- | 


(..) Becauſe the "Underſtanding is the great | 
Wheel of tlit Soul, and Guide of the whole | 
Man. Uſually there the Buſineſs of Salvation | 
ſticketh : Either we do not rightly apprehend 


therefore 
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Faith is from thence. 
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therefore of the Fleſh, of the lower and more ſenſr- 
al Soul. A corrupt Judgment embaſeth the Spirit. 
(2) Becauic all the great Oppolition againſt 


1. There is great Oppoſition againſt the work- 
ing of Faith in the Soul. Mark a few Places, and 
you will ealily perceive it: 2 Cor. 4. 4. In whom 
the Cad of ibis World bath blinded the Minds of them 
who believe not, leſs the Light of the glorious 73 
of Chriſt, which is tbe Image of God, ſhould ſhine 
them. Satan caſtetha Veil of carnal Preju- 
7 ut the Heart, ſo as natural Men cannot 
ſee the Beanty and Glory of the Goſpel. There 
are blind Minds, dark Hearts, corrupt Principles, 
and carnal Prejudices and fleſhly Conceits; ſo that 
they-ſcorn the Truth, rather than receive it in 
the Love of it: 2 Cor. 2. 14. The natural Man 
recei veth not the things of God. Full Veſſels can 


| receive no more Water: You cannot pour in the 


Goſpel to ſuch Veſſels as are full of Sin, and 


Fleſh, and Folly; they ſcorn it, and daſh it over. 


There are fly Pretences and crafty Excuſes; 
theſe are in the Underſtanding and the Spirit, and 
therefore, Heb. 4. 12. the Word is ſaid to divide 
between Soul and Spirit; that is, between vile Aﬀec- 
tions and crafty Pretences. There is the Pre- 
tence of Inability and Unworthineſs; we cannot 


come, and we are unfit to come. Now the 


Light of the Goſpel ſheweth what is Inability, 
and what is Lazineſs; what is Pride, and what 
Unworthineſs. The Word diftovereth all the 
Colluſions and Juglings of the Spirit, ſo that we 
ſhall not eaſily excuſe Duty by allecking Inventions 


to befriend Affections, and fo to beguile our 
ſelves in theſe vain Pleas and Excuſes. From all 
thisare thoſe 2 — and lying . 
8 + — 
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fels the Goodneſs of our Eſtate, the 
Happineſs of worldly Comforts and Pleafor 
the Hardſhips 
_ coming freely to Jeſus Chriſt. Thus 


you fe in the Underſtanding i is the great Let to 
begetting of Faith: - 


2. So likewiſe againſt the Ading of Faith, car- | 


nal Counſels, falſe Suggeſtions, corrupt Reaſon- 
ings in the Spirit; and therefore the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, 2 Cor. 10. f. of caſting down Imaging: 
tions, and every bigh Thought that exalteth « ſuf 
again the the 5 ery of God, and bri ing ing into cap- 

to the Obedience of Chriſt, 
Theſe Realonings and Thovghts are the things 


Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt. What's the reaſon 


Men are upon ſuch Uncertainty, and Terms of 
Perplexity between Chrift and themſelves? *Tig | 


through ſome falſe Reaſonings. We think Chriſt 
will not accept of us, or that we may do well e- 
nougb without him. Now this I take for a Rule, 


that Graces are ſeated in thble Faculties where 


ga inſt them; and there | 
to ſanctify the Under- 


there is moſt Oppoſition 
muſt be ſomething in Faĩt 
ſtanding, where it meeteth with ſuch corrupt 


Thoughts, carnal Reaſonings, dangerous er- 
ſwaſions, and crafty Pretenees. 


" Becauſe this 15 the main difference Wonen 1 
faith and Preſumption: Faith is à Child of 
Light, and Preſumption a Child of Darkneſs: | 


the more ignorant, the more preſuming. De- 
ceits are beſt carried on in the dark: groundleſs 
Conceits cannot endure the Light; true Faith 
. goeth upon ſure grounds the Word, 
fa ty when every vain ſurmiſe : Rom. 10. 14. How 
believe in bim of * = bave not E 

1 


of the Goſpel, which hinder — | 


that are againſt the Knewledg of God and the 
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' -Faith is according as we have heard out of the 


Word. 1 Pet. 3. 15 We are to give & reaſon of the 
Hope that is in us. Faith is rational, tho we cannot 
always give a reaſon of the thing believed. Myſte- 
ries ſurpaſs Reaſon, yet we mult ſee a reaſon why 
we believe. Cant. 5. 9. The Spouſe being asked, 
bat is ber Bcloved more than another Beloved ? She 
gives an account of the ſpecial Excellencys in 
Chriſt that ingaged her Affections; My Beloved 
is white and ruddy the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. 
Preſumption only taketh up the Name of Chriſt, 
and talketh of him by rote and hear-ſay, hut 
there is not a diſtin Knowledg and Apprehenſi- 
of his Excellencies, they do not know any ſpeci- 
al grounds for their Belief. Cuſtom and com- 
mon Illumination furniſh the Tongve with good 
Words, But they do not, 2 Cor, 3. 18. with open 
face be hold the Glory of the Lord; that is, moſt 
nearly examine and conſider the glorions Beautys 
of the Lord Chriſt. - e 


4. To explicate the Point a little more tho- 


roughly; you will be ready to ask me what kind 
of Knowledg this is? that is very neceſſary to be 
cleared. Ot all things Men will ſtand upon their 
Knowledg ; they will ſooner own a Fault in their 
Morals, than a Weakneſs in their Intelleuals : 
John 9. 40. Are we blind alſo? What! thinking 
Men and ſpeaking Men, Men of Study and Parts? 
If there be but any ſuperficial Apprehenſions and 
flaſhy Irradiations, then Men are quiet; there 
is a notional Light, and there is a ſpiritual Light; 
and there are alſo common Works, and common 
Knowledg ; and there are Ta ix cutrs Tys oulugias, 


Things that do "accompany Salvation, Heb. 6. 4, 5. 


compar'd with ver. 9. Every Knowledg then is 
not the Knowledg of Faith ; wild Plants and 
N | garden 


45 A Prafficdl Expoſition upon 
garden Plants have the fame Name and 


deal of difference i in the Workings and Influence 


of this Knowledg. Let us a little refle& upon 
the Differences and Properties of true Knowledge, 


which are theſe. 


1. 'Tis conſiderate it looketh to the grounds, | 


and to the nature xe of things Falſe A 


ehenſi- 
ons of Chriſt, _ 


axe haſty and ſurte 


ptitious, 
Men have Knoll ofthe Gol pel, but they are | 


weigh the Buſineſs of it in 
their T We may talk after one another 
like Parrots, 
ous Thoughts and Conſiderations ; as the Apoſtle 
ſaith of ſome that taught the Law, 1 Tim. 1. 7. 
Neither underſtanding what they ſay, nor whereof 
Men talk of things by rote, after 


matters of which they have no ſpiritual Under- 
ſtanding : Many pr in the Name of 
Chriſt that knew him not. Nicodemus, tho a 


Teacher, was ignorant of the Doctrine of Rege- | 
young Men, 


' neration. As Ariſtotle obſerved of 
that they attain to the Height of 
and there ponder the reaſon of every thing; but 
when it cometh to Morals and matters that ſhould | 
do themſgood, Ja wiv N T15EVSOw di vol a 
Na, they rather recite it by rote, than believe 


it. Men talk of the Myſteries of Chriſt that are 


only reveaFd to the Saints, but they do not ſeri- 
ouſly conſider with what Diſadvantages the Doc- 
— of Chriſt is repreſented to carnal Reaſon; 

and on the other ſide what may be the Benefits of 
it. Contrary Deſires and carnal Inclinations will 


not ſuffer us to pauſe on thoſe things. W 


Nature, tho they differ much. in their Virtues 
and : So "tis here; there is a greax | 


and yet never take it into our ſeri- 


they 
others, and out of Books and Sermons ; reaſon of | 


oe 


call for 


| us uſually, when we take them into our ſerious 
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begin to think on the Goſpel, there are Jealoukes, 


Diſcontents, ReluQations, and Diſtractions, ſuch 


things as exaſperate the Affections, the Soul can- 
not eaſily get leave to pauſe upon. Felix had 
dme Apprehenlions of the Doctrines of Tempe- 
rance and Judgment to come, but he could not 


_ eadily bring his Heart to think of them: 41 24. 


25. When I baue a more convenient ] will 
tber. A Man may hear the Sound of Mu- 
fick, but he is not affected with the Melody till 
he hearkeneth to it. We ſuffer our ſelves to be 
cumbred with other Cares, carried aſide with o- 
ther Deſires, and therefore cannot ſtay upon theſe 
things that are molt neceſſary, and fo are not ta- 
ken with them. *Tis the Commendation of Aa- 
ry, Luk. 2. 19. But Mary kept all theſe things, and 
them in ber Heart. Truths work with 


Thoughts. All falſe Knowledg of Chriſt lies in 
trivial and flight Apprehenſions. Chriſt often 
calleth upon his Diſciples, to let things fink into 
their Hearts: then tis beſt. 
2. Tis convincing ; that is, tis ſuch a Know- 
ledg as maketh us to ſubſcribe to the Truth and 
Good of things, humbling us for former Miſap- 
and Miſconceits, cauſing us to ſmite 
upon the thigh, as being thorowly ſenſible of the 
Vanity of them: And maketh the Heart thorow- 
ly to determine concerning them. Many Men 
have ſome Knowledg concerning the Goſpel, but 
they are not fully convinced of the Truth of the 
Goſpel: Tis mingled with much Doubting, Un- 
ief, Error and Ignorance; they think it a vain 
Fable, and a falſe or a fruitleſs Doctrine, invent- 


ed perhaps for a good End, to make Men live an 
' honeſt and orderly Life. Or at leaſt there is ſome 


fear 


30 A Practical Expoſition «pon 
fear that it may not 


Worth of it. Heb. 11. 1. Faith is the Subſtance of 
things boped for, the Evidence of things not ſeen; 
not a Knowledg, but an Evidence, an evidencing 
Knowledg, 
ſuch Diſcoveries, and the Word is received and 
in the Heart with much Aſſurance : as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 1 The/]. 1. 5. They were con- 
vinced that it was the only good and true way. 
Others have only ſome conjectural Perſwaſions, 
or ſome opinionative Thoughts: They appre- 
bend the Goſpel with a looſe Heart. FJobn 16. 9. 
The Spirit convinceth of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and 
Judgment; te The Spirit dealeth by way 
of Conviction, ſo as to overcome all Gainſaying 
and Contradiction ot the Spirit: Of Sin with- 
out Excuſes, and Grace without Suſpitions and 
Jealouſies; of judgment without cratty Preten- 
ces and Ex aſions; Conviction draweth the Mind 


ta a full Conſent. As Paul when he was. convin- 


ced, conſented to the Law that it was good, Rom. 
7. 16. So they 
of the Word. Tis a true Word, and the beſt 


Word. in the World : All former vain Thoughts | 


are gone, and the Force of vain carnal.Reaſon- 
ings are broken, and the Soul is brought to a full 
Conſent. | ; 
3. Lis a wiſe, a prudent, and. a directive 
Light. You ſhall ſee Unbelief is oppos'd to Fol- 
Iy, as well as to Ignorance; Luke 24. 25. O ye 
Faols, and ſlow of Heart to believe! Many have 
Faith, but they have not Wiſdom. Faith. is a ſpi- 
ritual Wiſdom ; *tis a Grace that hath Judgment 


in it, not only Apprehenſion, but Judgment. 


There is a fooliſh Knowledg that pufſgth up, 


looſe 


> 


prove true: They * 8 
brought thorowly to ſubſcribe to the Truth and 


when the Heart is mede to yield to 
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conſent and yield to the Goodneſs | 
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looſe Apprehenſions of the Doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel that ſe ed Pride: 1 Cor. 8. 1. Knowledg puffeth 
vp. Knowledg goeth the wrong way, when it gets 
up into the Tongue and the Head only. But this 
is 3 Knowledg in which there is Wiſdom, which 
reacheth us to make the beſt choice for our ſelves. 
Wiſdom implieth ſomething more than bare 
Knowledg and empty Speculations ; 'tis a direc- 
tive Light, not only an Idea or Model of Truth 
in our Brains, which the Apoſtle calleth udppom 
Tis emioſeuws, a Form of Knowledg, a Platform 
of Knowledg gather'd into ſome Compend 
or Method for their own or others Good, able to - 
branch out things and talk well of them 3 a Map 
and perfect Syſtem of all the Enjoyments df the 
Saints ; for alas, ſuch things may be eaſily learn'd 
from others Experience: But ſuch a Knowledg as 
is able to guide us in all the Actings of our Spi- 
rits, ſuch a Knowledg as aimeth at a right Frame 
of Affeckions. We fhall eaſily diſcern Know- 
ledg by the Ends and Uſe of it: Tis not meerly 
that we may conceive diſtinctly of the Godhead, 
to better our Art and Skill, and to be able to 


diſcourſe of Chriſt,” dut that we may glorify him; 


that we may honour him in our Lives, that is the 


|  Endand the Aim. Some deſire to know God, as 


a Painter defireth to know a Man that he may 
take his Image and Likeneſs, and fo draw his Plex 
ture, and ſet it out in Paint upon à Table. 


| Others know Chriſt as a Child doth his Fathet, 


that he may become the lively Image and Reſem- 
blance of him, that'Men may read their heave 
Father in their - Converſations: Mar. 3. 16, 
var Light ſo ſbine before Men, vbat they may ftr 


uur good Works, and glorify your Faib& whith igt 
Heaven. Not that we may paint out God and 


Chriſt 


I thatdothnot end in doing, but alzs that is but 4 


And tis ſo far from being a Privilege, that it 
obligeth us to many Stripes: Luke 12. 47. That 
Servant which knew bis Lord's Will, and prepared not 
bimſelf, neither did according to bis Will, ſhall be 
beaten with Stripes, There is a Know 


fancied Know ledg rather than true: 1 John 2. 4. 
He that ſaith I know bim, and leepeth not his Com- 
mandments, is 4 Lyar, and the Truth is not in bim. 
Saving Light and true Apprehenſions of Chriſt 
will end in Practice: 3 Ep. John 11. He that doth 
| evidbath not ſeen God. A true Sight and Appre- 

| henſion of God is renewing and transforming, 

falſe Apprehenſions cannot work it; 2 | 


A Prattical Expoſition «pon 
the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. 3. 18. Fut we all ni 
open Face, bebolding as in a Glaſs _——_ of the 
Lord, are changed into the ſame Image from Glay | 1 
to Glory. God's Glory maketh us ſhine like . 
fes's Face when he talke4 with God; the | 

uaintance with him, the more holy, and hea, 
venly and ſpiritual ; the Lite will be acco 
to the Light, and the Light of Chriſt will 
the Glory of Chriſt into the Heart, and make it 
ſhine out in the Converſation : Like Windows 
that ſhine in the Day when the Sun is riſen, & 
we may ariſe and ſhine, for. the Glory. of the 
Lord is riſen upon us. And Holineſs of Cos 
verſation is made to depend upon the Clearneſs of 
the Apprehenſion of Chriſt : Eph. 4. 20. But ye 
bave not ſo learned Chriſt ;, that is, to walk in ſuch 
Looſeneſs as the Gentiles did.. A true Sight of 
kim maketh us the ſame that Chriſt is. 
- 6. Tis ſpiritual; I mean ſuch as is begotten 
by the power of the Spirit, not a taking up of 
Reports of Jeſus Chriſt; but a cloſing with him 
upon the Revelation made of him; not upon the 
Reports of Men, but the Spirit's Teſtimony, 
John 4. 42. Now we believe, not becauſe of thy Say- 
ing, for we bave beard bim our ſelves, and know tha 
that is indeed the Chriſt, the Saviour of the World. | 
They would not take him upon the common Re- 
port, hut had heard his own Voice; not only up 
on the Belief of the Church, but upon Chriſt's 
own Voice that maketh it ſure to the Soul: 
1 John 5. 6. Aud it is tbe Spirit that beareth 2 
| becauſe the Spirit is Truth. 

Uſe 1. Serveth for Information, to ſheiv os the 
Miſery of thoſe that are without Knowledg 
Without Knowledg, without Faith; and without 
Faith, „ without a Promiſe. ir 
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| aalled the 1 
Men do not know God in 


| bes, either in the total want of Means, 


_ WOO". V” WW. -- fi oy -* 


your Ears, 


1 the 53d Chapter of Tfaiah.. 15 
eproach that Nabaſb would lay upon 0 


t he would * 
1 11.2. And 


great- 
of A oy iq the World, 


to blind their Eyes, that they may not come to 
the Knowledg of the Truth. Ignorance is one of 
God's ſoreſt Judgments ; when he hath left off 
other things, then he threatneth 
4 blind Heart and a vain Mind. O that we 
could be ſenſible of it! — is — 
ales RR 


Necellrs bs 
1. Neceſlary Ignoratice, which is otherwiſe 
of - Negation, when 
itt decabſe they have 
in two Ca- 
or the 
want of due Means. I ſhall a little examin the 
Particulars, that'you may not think they do not 
concern . or Phat you you may make this Uſe of 
it at leaſt, to affe> your Hearts with Pity and 
towards theis- that want it. When 
Chriſt aw the Blindneſs of the Jews, he wept o- 
ver them, becauſe the things which belong to 
their Peace were hid from their Eyes, Luke 19. 
41,42. O how may we weep over many Corners 
of this Kingdom, wire Jeſus — ſo much 
as named! Rom. 15. 2. Let every 8 
bis Neighbour for bis Good to Ede An A 
only that, but that we may — ſenſible of our 


not heard of him: And it ha 


Mercies, "and bleſs God for our Enjoyments. 
| When Chriſt had told his Diſciples of the groſs 


Ignorance of others, he preſently n 
13. 16. Ble Iota Eyes, for they ſee, and 
— Oetz mercy is it that 

"= is 


your ſelyes bleſſed, as you have more Advantage 
of increaſing your Knowledg, and bettering your 


Apprebenſions of God in Chriſt. Therefore . 


ſider how ill it is with them that want Means, or 
the due means. Faith cometh by Hearing. God 
dealeth with us in a way ſutable to our latelle&y. 
al Nature, and beginneth with Knowledg. How 


(1.) As to thoſe that want the Means: God 
leaveth no Man without ſome Witneſs of him- 
| ſelf, Thoſe that have not the Word and Spirit, 
they have Showers of Rain and fruitful j 
God is not wanting to them: if they have not 
r Diſcoveries of God, 

ir 1 


yet 
gnorance is deadly and fatal to them: 
Prov. 29. 18, Where there is no Viſion, the Peojle 


fr 


the Want of which will be your vadoing : for the 
Apoſtle ſaith, Chriſt cometh to render Vengeance to 
them that know not Cod, 2 Theſſ. 1. 8. Men think 
if their Lives be not vicious, and they have good 
Meanings, it will be well with them: They are nat 
troubled tor their Ignorance. I tell you, Chrif 
will come in Flames of Fire to them that know not God, 
and obey not the Goſpel. A vain Mind is as bad as 


vile Aﬀections: The Blind and the Lame they = 


wereequally an Abomination to God. And tis 
every way as dangerous to want Know as 
| Obedience. O conſider the ſad State of 
Souls and Places where there are no means! Our 
Saviour faith, He that knoweth not the ill of God, 
Hall have few Stripes; he doth not ſay no Stripes, Luke 


1 2. 48. Ignorance will not excuſe them. Whata | 


ſorry Privilege is it that they ſhall have a cooler 
ell? (2) That 


ſhoeld they know ? and yet their caſe is very fad. 


O think on ſach unhappy Times, when | 
equenting of Ordinances was counted a Crime, | 
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tis otheriviſe with you ! So far you may rech 
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| teal Truth is rejected with more Stubbornneſs. 
think to cauſe all the Blame to reed 


ire the Peoples Idols ev 


(a.) That want due Means. This is as bad ot 
worſe than the former. Men reſt in that which 
carrieth the Face of an Ordinance ; and vſually 


| "tis harder to teach them who know ſomething in 


Religion, than thoſe who know ins at all: 
For 3 little Knowledg does but prepoſſeſs the 
Mind with carnal Truth and Prejudices, and the 


Conſider the Sadneis of ſuch an Eſtate. L.. 
* ir 
Teachers, they have deen taught ſo; what 
faith our Saviour, Mat. 15. 14. F the Blind lead 
the Blind, they [hall both fall into the Ditch. Igno- 
um niiled People will periſh with their blind 
Guides. Iſa. g. 16. For the Leaders of this People 
ttuſe them to err, and they that are led of them, are 
And indeed tis but juſt. Men make 


— them their Datlings; and humour them in the 
way of their Luſts. IIl Inſtruments would be 


caſt our, if caſt out of the Peoples Hearts : Fer. 
„ 31. The Prophets propheſy falſly, and the Prieſts 
bear rule by their means, and my People love to have 


| it ſe; and what will you doin the End thereof > What 
will be the End o 


this ? *Tis the Property of 
this Blindneſs to love thoſe that do increaſe it: 
if naturally blind, we wool have good Guide. 
Elimas the Sorcerer ſobght for one to lead him 


| by the hand, Au: 13. 11. But O how fad is their 


caſe that dote upon their blind Guides! Theſe 


ery where. Thus for ne- 
teſſary Ignorance, I mean that which muſt needs 


de ſo. 
2. Ignoraace that ariſeth from Negligence ; 


that is, when Men hsve Means and do not im- 


| Fovethem : This is fad, and increaſeth the Sin; 


wr you Ave the Golpel, and de not ſuffer it 
| | Et z to 


27 
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to ſhine in upon your Souls: John 15. 22. If Tl | 
not ſpoken unto them, they bad not bad Sin; that is, 
not 


_ Meaſures of Knowledg to their Means; Men that 


A Prattical Expoſition «pon 


much Sin. The great Aggravation of Sin 
is from the Advantages and Opportunities you 
have to do better. All your Privileges do but | 
heighten your Offence, if you neglect to improve 
them. If you have but the witneſs of Senſe and | 
Reaſon, you are left without Excuſe; how much 
more when you have the Word and Spirit ? Chrift | 
often threatneth heavier Judgments to thoſe Pla- 

ces that were privy and conſcious to his mighty 

Works, and more glorious Diſcoveries, and the | 
Teſtimonies of his Godhead. Look as it will be 
a great Vexation to the Men of the World at the 
laſt Day, that the Saints Saviour will be their 
Judg ; fo the Goſpel, the Word of Salvation, 


will become a killing Word to them that have it | 


preached, and yet do not benefit by it. There 

are divers degrees of this negligent Ignorance, 

which I ſhall name. 3 ſe 
1. When Men have not any proportionable 


have fat a long time under the Word, and yet | 


their fooliſh Heart is darkened within them, and | | 
they know little of the Myſteries of Salvation, 


and ſcarce get rid of their natural Thoughts and | 
Apprehenſions of God; this is fad, and yet this 
may in ſome meaſure befal the People of God : 
John 14. 9. Have ] been ſo long time with you, and 
yet baſt thou not known me, Philip? Have you had 
11 and Sermons, and are yet 
to : 


be Teachers of — — that one 
cles of God, After all the Pains taken with them, | 
Men mult ſtill be kept to their Milk and firſt Au- 


4 
* 


| 
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dim; we find that we muſt deal with you about 
Drunkenneſs, and Surfeiting, and Exceſs in ſenſual 


Converſation. Some are like Toads that have a 
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ments; and ſtill we muſt be forced to preſs you 


from things odious to mere Nature: And when 
we ſhonld go up to ſpiritual Evils, Unbelief, 
reſting ia Duties, want of making the moſt of 
Chriſt, want of Communion and Commerce with 


things, you being in the loweſt Form of Godli- 
neſs, ſcarce brought to a ſeemly pitch of Mora- 


| lity; fo that ſublime Diſcoveries do but amuze 


you or harden you, and are certainly loſt upon 
you. When the Apoſtle could not by all his En- 


deavours bring them off from their Ceremonies, 


he ſadly complaineth, Gal. 4. 10, 11. Te obſerve 
Days, and Months, and Times, and Tears: I am 
afraid of you, leſt I baue beſtowed upon you labour 


mn vain. All the choice Diſcoveries of Chrift 


were to no purpoſe. If they were at that paſs, 
O what a ſad thing was it that notwithſtanding 


all the Pains the Apoſtle had taken with them, 


they would ſtill ſtick at a Ceremony, when there 
is ſo-ſmall a Proficiency, that we can ſcarce bring 


them to the low things of Chriſtianity. 


2, When Men have ſome Knowledg with the 


| Means, but tis flaſhy and ſuperficial: Men do not 


know God as they ought to know him, as the Apo- 
ſle's word is. All their Knowledg ends in Specu- 
lation; their Lives do nat anſwer it: Titus 1. 16. 

profeſs that they know God, but in Works they de- 
»y bim. Superficial and ſlender Knowledg will 
and go down as low as the 


not reach the Heart, 


Jewel in their Heads, when their whole Bodies 
are Poiſon : like the Devil that taketh Chriſt to 
the Top of the Pinnacle, that he might throw 
kim down again. Some Men have Light in their 

Hh 3 Under- 


470 A Practical Expoſition upon 
Underſtandings, when their Converſations arg 
foul and defiled. O conſider, mere Know led 
will not t, when you know ouly to aggravay 
your Wickedneſs. Quid prodeſt, &c. Whar wil 
it profit to be dignified with Learning and Know. | 
ledg, and to periſh at laſt ? The Name of the | 
2 Angels X. ==, _ of their Know. 
are intellectual Natpres ; good An. 
Selk kao the Win ef God, l 
20. They do bis Commandments, bearkening to the | 
Voice of bis Word. Chriſt leadeth us 10 Heaveq | 
for a Pattern of Duty; Thy [ill be done on Each 
as it is in Heaven. Ton ſhall find the Saints of 
God drawing out their Knowledg into Practice. 
as David prayeth for it upon this ground, Pſa. 


119. 34. Give me Underſtanding, and I ſhall hee 


thy Law. That was his End, to know fo as he 
might be guided in his way: Pſal. 119. 11, 
Word bave I bid in my Heart, that I might not ſn 


that he might argue from them, and draw them 

out to every caſe, and upon every Temptation | 
might bring out theſe Truths, and inforce them | 
upon his Heart. Tis true, ſometimes the People 
of God may be too backward, and too often 
cheriſh an empty Knowledg and naked Ap- 
prehenſion, which the Apoſtle calleth a being 


+. 8. They know his Plenty, but do not make | 
uſe of it; his Comforts, but are nor refreſhed by 

them; his Will, but do not doit. This js a be- 
ing barren and unfruitful ; but it ſhould not be ſo. 


Therefore bewail that your Affections are not | 


<2 7 


againſt thee. He had laid vp ſome Principle, | 
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= | 
rem and umſruit ul in the Knowledg of Chriſt, 2 Pet. | 


heated, your Converſations bettered and amend- 
bo et DAME 


n. che MG of Iniph, | 


aboſe their Knowledg to countenance their Lufts, 
| Gnefticks were ſo called from their Knowledg, 


and Lazinefs. Jude 4. 


turneth every thing 


And this is ſeen in two things. 
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; Thoſe that have knowledg of Chriſt, but 


and to defend their Sins; O this is fad! The 


and yet were the impureſt Hereticks. Theſe ate 
thoſe, who as the Apoſtle ſaith, Gal. 5. 13. Uſe 
their as an occaſion to the Fleſh, and make 
the Knowledg of Chriſt the ground of Looſenefs 
Turning the Grace of God 
into Laſciviouſneſs ; that is, the Knowledg of the 
Carnal Hearts are like the Sea that 
into the Nature of ir felf, 
even the ſweet Influences of Heaven inte falt 
Waters. The learning of Chriſt, and the Jook- 
ing upon Chriſt, is made the great ground of 
Holineſs every where in the Scripture: And they 
make it the ground of carnal Liberty and a looſe 
Life : like the Devil, the more cunning, the 
more wicked; the more knowing, the more hurt 


they do to their own Souls, and to the Souls of 


others. 
4. When Men groſiy affect their lenorance. 


(1.) By the Unteachableneſs of their Hearts: 
| are not knowing or traQable ; the phineſt 
Truths of God are Riddles to them. A Child of 


God may be ignorant, but a Child of God 'can- 


not be unteachable. There is a Sutablenefs and 
between his Spirit and Divine Truths : 
There i is ſomething in his Heart that anſwereth to 
it, tho he never heard it beſore. When God re- 
generates the Heart, he introduceth a Frame of 


Bs 0m, ſomething that is of kin, and anſwerable 


to every thing that is revealed. But now tis not 
ſo with wicked Men, they are carried aſide with 
contrary - — that their Spirits bear no 


Hh 4 Pi o- 


Pppobtion againſt the Word: * will ther 


47 L .4 Practical Expoſition . upon 
with Truth : As the Apoſtle ſaith of 
filly Women laden with Sin, and led away with 
divers Luſts, 2Tim. 3.7. They are evex 


never reach the uttermoſt Truths of 
always learning. O tis a 


tell what to make of 
9. Whom ſhall ] teach 
I make 

d 


; ven from the Afilk, 
That is, he were 
rattle with poor Infants, as 


the Light. As the Ethiopians that are ſaid once a 
year ſolemnly to curſe the Sun; fo their Hearts 


age ghint Knowieds. beraiie haeviend Gait: | 
Job21, I 4. 


i Depart from us 
far IB Loop of thy Ways. They 
did not deſire Knowledg. This is the Perverſe- 
neſs of Man's Nature, to love his own Blindneſs, 
to refuſe the Means of helping and relieving his 


wy 


Soul, We are not only blind, but mad; when 


we cannot the Light, againſt it : 
= annof keep out che Link, I r0gs gpl ſho 


ken unto us in the Name of the Lerd,we will not bearken 
unto thee : but we will certainly do whatſoever 
Zoeth forth out of ar own Mouth. Who 


eſult of Blindneſs and 1 deſperatę 


NH XD 


E, this Un traQableneſs and Unteachable- 


to underſtand 


ings 
10 N By downright Oppoſition, raging againſt 


pity ſuch mad Perſons as theſe ? Here is the 


That the Soul be without K 


Ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of. Iſaiah... ... 43 
their old Ways, their old Principles, their old 
| Cuſtoms. O the Malignity chat is in their Hearts! 

az. 1s Exhortation, to. preſs ven to get 
Knowledg. If Faith be KnowJedg, there Heth 
| agreat neceſſity upon you to geg , You can as 

well de without the Sun in the World, as without 
| Knowledg and Light in the Heart. | 


© - 
= - 


fon, Sip nt 
Knowledg vine the 
| — of 4 tht WY: . 
| 1. The Knowledgof Divine things in the gene- 
| ral. And here conſider, es 
(.) You cannot be well without it: Prov.1g,a. 


nowledg, it is not goed. 
Men will plead thus: We are. ignorant, but we 
dope we have a good Meaning. The Spirit cag- 
his ſhews the 


above the Beaſts: 
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? then in the 17tb 


F e. rl. the 534 Chapter of Ifaiah. 


but 
Service is perform'd moſt with Love and 


ſens. Not only to know the true God, 


FS 


Simple Credulity may be very awfyl, 
Light may work ypon our Fear, 


I 


2. Above all things know God in 


And this is Eternal, nba be 
E DE 


Chriſt whom be hath ſent. 2 Cor. 4. 6: *tis 
the Light of the K 


1 
F 


l 


'F 
: 


of him. Pſal. 115. 3. Thi 
cing, Gracious is the Lord, 
Cad is merciful. O that E Ea 

gether, that is moſt 
did, by the Knowledg of bim 28 

in the Text. The Knowledg of Enrik © 
the Image of Chriſt into the Soul: 1 
And te bebeld bis Gloxy, the Glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Futber, full of. Grace and Truth. And 
Verſe, Grace and Truth came by 


Jeſus Chriſt. All the Good of your Souls cometh 


this way. The more particular Diſcoveries your 
Hearts have of him, the better tis for you. 
21y. Grow up in the Knowledg — Chriſt : 
1 Per, 3. 18. But grow in Grace, and in the Know- 
ledg of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus ChriS. Search 
our more of the Particularities of his Love. 
When Men think they have Knowledg enough, 
they know nothing: 1 Cor. 8. 2. He that thanketh 
be knoweth any thing, be knowetb nothing as be ought 
to know, You have not Knowledg enough to ſee 
pour 


296 A Prifiicd Expoſition upon 

ur Ignorance : 1 Cor. 14,20. In Underſtanding le 
2 Do not think that you know all thine 
= : _ 17. ; Height, eafily 80 

| a Dimenſions, t, Breadth, 
Depth and Length. 

Ide Means are theſe. 
| * Be converſant with the Word, in reading of 
Therefore tis ſaid, Pal. 19. 8. The Statutes 
of the Lond avevight, rejoicing the Heart , the Com- 
the Lord is pure, enlightening the Eyes, 
St. Auſtin calleth the Scriptures his chiet Light. 

2. In Hearing, wait upon God in it: Ja. 2. 3. 
Comte ye, and let us go up to the Mountain of the 
Lord, to the Homſe of the God of jacob; and be 
teach us bis ways Wait at the Doors of Wil 


them, ſaith the Lord. Lis his Covenant 
to give Underſtanding, therefore ask it 
The blind Man would not hold his 
18. 39, 41- But cried ſo much the 
ad ful Aron oy. oy | 
te often upon the Love of Chriſt : 
"all the Particularities of it. The In- 
dian e would all the Day be gazing 
upon the Beauty of the Sun; O view the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs in all his glorious Beams and [oftu- 
ences with more Delight and Pleafure. 
s. Lay aſide * own Prejudices and Miſap- 


0 pre benßons, for they will lead you aſide, and you 


will gravel your ſelves, and run into t Uncer- 
tainties and Contradictions: Job 32. 8. There is 


a Spirit in Man, and * of the Almighty 
D 


giveth un: 


1 


y and earneſtly: Jer. 31. 34. 
3 of them to the 


Ver. 11. the 53d Chapter of Hah... 477 


1. for be ſhall bear their Iniquuties. 
I ſhall now apply this firſt Circumſtance, the 
| Inſtrument, ſpecified in that word =; 
to the Act in the other word, juſtify. For 
Word of the Inſtrument, Knowledg, we ſhewed 
you is importeth Faith, an effedbive Knowledg, 
fuch as cauſeth the Soul to embrace Chriſt, and 
receive him for our Comfort. The other Word 
z little to be opened: And then we ſhall the 
| hetter match theſe two together. To juſtify, in 
2 Scripture-notion, is to abſolve and acquit: Tis 
a judicial and Court-word, and fignifieth not fo 
much to make righteous, as to account ſo. The 
| Papiſts would have it, that it ſignifies a Righteouſ- 
_ | neſs infug'd, not a reckoning of the Wicked as 
if they were not guilty. But the Word is us d 
otherwiſe: Jer. 5. 23. Wo to them that juſtify the 
Wicked for a Reward, and take away the R:ghteouſ- 
neſs of the Righteous from them. Luke 14. 18. 
This Man went down to his Houſe, juſtified rather 
| than the other. To be juſtified then is to be ac- 
| quitted before God of that Condemnation and 
Cenſure which we had deſerved, and to be ac- 
cepted as righteous in his ſight. Well then, the 
| Point from both theſe link'd together is this: 
That by Faith we are juſtified : Or, Jeſus Chriſt 
 juſtifleth poor Sinners by their Faith. The Prophet 
meaneth Faith, tho he faith Knowledg. For 
Scriptures to prove the Point, take theſe that are 
full to the purpoſe : Rom. 3.28. Therefore we con- 
clude that a Man is juſtified by Faith. The Apo- 
ſtle had been labouring throughout all the three 
Chapters to bring the Diſcourſe to that Iſſue, and 
at length there was the Reſult of all, that we muſt 


4 A Ha eie . 
be juſtified by Faith. So Rom. 5 2 
12 we hove Peace with Go thr 
Lud Jeſus Chriſt. You ſee theſe — are 
without any Improvement. 
go off to the Reaſons, why Faith of 
21 other 88 is deputed to this Service. 
1: Becauſe tis the moſt teceptive Grace, and 
fo moſt fit for the needy Condition of the Crea- 
ture. Other Graces are mote operative, but 
Faith is moſt receptive. *Tis the Right Hand of 
the Soul to take in the Fulnefs of Jefus Chriſt. 
Nature liveth upon Alms, and the continued 
and Supplies of Heaven ſince the Fall. 
And therefore thoſe Graces are moſt ſerviceable 
that are moſt receptive. Love giveth, but Faith 
taketh. All God's Stars ſhine with a borrowed 


Light. We are Beggars now, rather than L 


Workers. The Bleſling of Life is not in our 
_ elves, but in Chriſt. Faith ſtandeth in a paſſive 


1 John 5. 


be that bath not the 
having Chrift. 


We muſt be beholden to another, 
God will truſt us no mote with the keeping of it, 
but hath plac'd our Support 
Safety is like the Ivy, or thoſe weaker String: 
that are ned by cleaving about the Oak. 
Now Faith ſerveth for that, for relying on Chriſt 
toclothe ns with his Righteouſneſs. 
" Faith is moſt loyal and true to God : 
eth him all the 
him ; therefore the A 
The grand Condition of the New Covenant is 
Faith, to exclude Boaſting. God would have 
every thing carried in a way of Grace, that if we 
orf in any thing, we may _—— 


it 
Glory, it looketh for all from 


giv- 


BESS Y 


2 


Receptiveneſs to take the Conveyances of Grace: 
12. He that bath the Som, bath Life; and 


Som, bath not Life. Tis all in I 


in Jeſus Chriſt. Our 
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poſtle ſaith, Nom. 3. 26, 27. 


| 3 Tomake the way more 
| Therefore it is of Faith, that it mi 
the end the Promiſe might be 
Now things 
when we were left to working | 
have a ſure Chriſt for the Foundation: ſa. 28.16. 
| Bebold, I lay in Zion for 4 Foundation, 4 Stone, 4 
| tried Stone, a preciaus corner Stone, 4 ſure Fougda- 
| tion. *Tis ſure in Chriſt, and we have Chriſt 
| too by a ſure Tenour and Claim: 2 Sam. 23. 5. 
| Tet be bath made with me an everlaſting Covenant, 
| wderedin all things, and ſure. We may be uneven 
and unconſtant with God; and tho we be fo with 
| him, yet we have a ſure unvariable Promiſe to 
| hold by. And now here is Faith, that taketh a 
- fire hold upon this Promiſe : Heb. 6. 19. Which 
| Hoge we bave as an Anchor of the Soul, both ſure 
] ad fedfaſt. A ſure Faith, a ſure Promiſe, a ſure 
| Chriſt. Thi are not left upon doubtful 
| Terms; God hath deputed all to Faith, which 
1 1 a ſure Claim, and a fure 


4. Becauſe God would bring us back again in 
| the ſame way that we went off and departed from 
| kim, chat ſo the Return might be the mere fa- 
ufagory, that we might ſee the a = 
| ature 


40 — 
Nature and made 
Se Ae will being ht 
wi us 
again by Faith. To this day the Heart js looſ. 
ned from God by Unbelief. Diffidence is the 
firſt Step to Apoſtacy: Heb. 3. 12. Tate 


_ - 
egree of Nearn an Union. We are not 
= = like to Chriſt, as by other Graces, 
but one with Chriſt. Thus the Point is prov'd. 


patching theſe two Queſtions, 
Firſt, What Faith is that juſtifieth ? 

„Hos it juſtifieth ? | 
Firſt, What Faith is? *Tis not every Faith; 


of the Articles of Religion; but there is 2 
Faith, which todiſtioguiſh it from all 
calFd juſtifying 
It is a Grace 12 out Hearts by the Spi- 
rit, by which the Soul doth reſt and caſt ir 
upon Chriſt, tendred to us in the Offer of God, 


amining every part of this Definition, bat ſhall 
endeavour to diſcover to 


Grain of Muſtatd-Seed, in fore fmall and 


not deſpiſe the Day of ſmall things, nor negled 
the ſoft Waters of Siloab. And therefore, 


in Chriſt. We 
Aeg hem | 
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leſt there be in any of r 


Unbelief, in departing from tle bovine Got. Al 
323 even to ſuch 4 


I ſhall now a little clear the Point to you by diſ- 


not a general Aſſent, or looſe Acknowledgment 


1 
Faith. It may de defined thus; | 


for Pardon and Acceptance. I will not ſtand ex- | 


you the Nature of it 
by the fereral Ads and Efefs of it, beginning | 
With the loweſt, whilft it is but a Seed, as a 


in of ery | 
derable is the firſt Work of Grace: But we muſt 
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1. To | 


Ver. 1. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 481 
| 1. To begin with the Adr: There are ſome 


— 


inplicite Acts, and ſome ex plicite and formal Acts. 


Since | am willing to give you the whole Nature 
of Faith, it will not be amiſs to reflect upon theſe 


1. The implied Acts of Faith are two. 

f | (r.) A Sight of our felves which Faith ſup- 
| | poſeth, and the Curſe of God due to us. Man is 
L 

| 

a 


I lazy Creature, and will not apply himſelf to 
| any religious Care, till he be ſpur'd on by his 
need of Chriſt. Chriſt ſaith, The Whole need not 
| the Phyſician, Mat. 9. 12. The ſtung Iſraelites 
| lookedup to the brazen Serpent: And thoſe that 
| were pricked in their Hearts, cried out, What 
ſhall we do ? Acts 2. 39. I ſat alone betauſe of thy 
Hand, for thou baſt filled me with Indignation, Jer. 
15- 17. It maketh the Soul ſenſible that 'tis no 
_ eaſy matter to deliver our ſelves from the Wrath 
of God. Men ſlight Mercy till they need it, and 
re careleſs of the great Salvation till God affect 
them with a ſight of their Sin and his own 
Wrath. We are like I/-ael in Egypt, not eaſily 
wean'd from the Fleſhpots,till the Burdens be dou- 
| Vled, and Wrath preſſeth ro Anguiſh 
(..) A Senſe of our Inability to help our 
ſelves. Believing implieth that a Man hath given 
ap all his vain Confidence : How ſhould we lean 
upon Chriſt, whilſt we fancy we have Props and 
Sapports of our own to bear up the Soul? The 
Cirmtbians did not care for Paul when they were 
| full, and reigned as Kings without him, 1 Cor. 
Fe gion 
elf: They can be merry a ppy, and R 
their Church, and do no harm, and all without 
Chriſt. Hoſea 14. 3- With thee the Fatherleſs 
| ſndeth Adercy ; 5. e. . deſtitute of 
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all Helps and Supplies. Paul could not look uron 


Chris as Gain till he ſa the Loſs that was in his 
caraal Endeavours, Pi. 3. 8. His care to relieve 
dis Soul was a greater incumbrance to him. 

2. There are tormal explicite Acts of Faith: 
Aud they are, 3 

(t.) Knowledg of Chriſt, his Goodneſs and 
Exceiency ; bow ſatistying and how proportio- 
nible au Object he is to the Soul: John 4. 10. If 


thou kneveſt the Gift of Ced, and nlo it i that 


Jpexketh unto thee, &c. The firſt Act is an appre- 


henuon of Jeſus Chriſt : Bat I have ſpoken of 


t: at largely. . 
(2.) There is Deſire. The Soul thieſteth after 


Chriit with ſuch a reſtleis Deſire as will not de 


ſitis fed but with an Injoyment. *Tis compar” 
t the Panting of a chaſed Hart; Pſal. 42. 1. 4s 


th. Hurt pantcth after the Mater bros, ſo panteth 


my Soul after thee, O God. In the Hebrew tis the 


caſed She-hart; Appetite in Females being moſt 


impetuous and impatient. And tis expreſſed 
by Hungering and Thiriting, Mat. 5.6. Bleſſed 
are they who do hunger and thirſt a/ ter Righteouſucſs, 
for they ſhall be filled. They are fuch voluminous 
and large Delires that can in no wiſe endure 
check and reſtraint. Nothing in the World can 
g ve Quiet and Content to the Mind poſſeſt with 
them. The Soul is fick of Love for Chriſt, till 
it be ſtayed with his Flagons, and comforted 
with his Apples, Cant. 2.5- The Soul deſireth 
him in the Night-ſ{caſon, Iſa. 26.9. And tis 
ſaid, Pſal. 63. 1. Ay Soul tbirſketh for thee, my 
Fleſh longeth for thee in a dry and thirſty Land where 
no [Vater is. They would have him rather than 
all things in the World. 


(3.) There 
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 notfully cloſed with him : John 6. 35. He bar 
| cometh to me ſhall never 


pear Kind, 
| b of be will return and repent, and leave a 


_ ceiving of Chriſt: John 1. 12. To as 
| ceived bim; which noteth a higher degree than 
| coming to him: 
| and particular Application of the Promiſes for 


_ loined 
| welcoming of Chriſt into the Soul, 

about him with the Arms of Faith; as old Sime- 
# took the Child in his Arms and ſaid, Ane 


\ 


(z.) There is a ſeeking of Chriſt; as the 
ſought her Beloved, Cant. 3. 1, 2, 3- This 


| js uſually ex pt eſſed by Coming, which is one of 


the loweſt degrees of Faith, whilſt the Soul is in 
the way, and in the purſuit of Chriſt, but hath 


hunger; and be that belirveth 
an me ſhall never thirſt. He that is coming, qui ſe 


| dat in viam, ſo Beza, ſhall never hunger nor 
| thirſt. 
| his Father. Tho Chriſt and the Soul be notias 


'Tis like the poor Prodigal returning to 


yet brought to cloſe together, yet the Souls of 
Believers will adventure upon Chriſt 3 yea tho 


they are not ſo comfortably perſwaded of 'Ac- 


ceptance with him; as faid the King of the i= 


 nivites, Jonah 3. 9. Who can tell if God will turn 


and repent, and turn away from bis fierce Ang? 


| $o Joel 2. 13, 14. Turn unto the Lord your God, fur 
| be is gracious and merciful," ſlow to Anger, and of 


and repenteth him of the Evil. 


Bleſſing bebind him? There is Incoura a 


| cs rope caſt out to ſave a'finking Soul: tho 
ey cannot fo comfortably apply Chriſt to their 


aſe, they are reſolved to erk him. 
- (4-) The Soul reſteth upon him, there is a re- 
a re- 


It implieth an Apprebenſion, 


our uſe; as when the Prodigal and the Father 
were fallen u each others Necks, and 
together in mutual Embraces. Tis the 
the claſping 
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pes have ſten thy Salvation. And fo the Faith 
2 the Patriarchs is deſcribed, Heb. 11. 13. They 
cyabraced the Promiſes : The Word is g N eb, 
they bag d and embrac'd the Promiſes. 1 con- 
cgive it hinteth the Practice of the Patri 


who: upon every new Hint of Chriſt went and 


worſhipped 3 which was a Teſtin of the Joy 
of their Faith, and their cleaving to Chriſt in the 
N and when Faith is once come to this, 
us no. longer 4 Seed. hidden in the Earth, but it 


ſpringat b up in all'the happy Effects and Fruits of 


to -'Eherefore the next thing I ſhall ſpeak to, is 
the E Ke of a juſtifying Faith. 
he Effects of Faith; there are many. 1 
ſhall name thoſe which I conceive to be moſt eſ- 
ſential and proper z + and they are of two ſorts. 
< #. Such as concern Faith it ſelf. 
2. Other gracious Conſtitutions of Spirit. 
1. For thoſe that concern Faith it ſelf, and 
they are two. 
. 6.) It is always renew ing its own Acts 3 God 
doth hot delight in dead and uſeleſs Habits. It 
is not Faith that will profit 
of it: God delighteth in the Work of Faith, 
that we ſhould with Joy draw Water out of the 
Wells of Salvation, Iſa. 12. 3, That we ſhould 
not only have Faith, but act it: That is, as we 
ſhould make Chriſt ours, ſo we ſhould ny" our 
ſielves of all that he hath: And that we 
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us, but the Exerciſe | 
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I ke 
| great deal of Quiet and Calmneſs under Shews. 


enn. the 53d Chapter of Ib. g 


«th | and full of Spiri 


2 It aimeth at the Increaſe of it ſelf: There 
fore a weak Faith may grow into Aſſurance. 
The firſt thing Faith ſtruggleth againſt is Doubts 
and Fears; Mark 9. 24. Lord / believe, belp thou 
my Unbelief. Graces are much tried by this 
jon againſt the contrary Inclinations of Spi- 
m. Graces in pretence do not exaſperate oppo- 
propenſons : And therefore the Soul injoyeth 


falſe Graces — _ aim — and ſo ex- 
clade Care; and do not exaſperate Doubts, and 
o exclude Fear: There is not ſuch a ſtruggli 


The Children of God believe, that they may be- 
lieve: 1 John 5. 13. Theſe things haue I written un- 


| that ye may know that ye bave Eternal Life, and 
that ye may believe on the Name of the Son of God. 
They would up into greater Meaſures. 
David checketh Diſtruſts, Pal. 42. 5. Why art 
thou caſt down, O my Soul ? and wby art thou diſqui- 
ted within me? Hope thou in God. Gracious 
Hearts are troubled at their evil Imaginations ; 
| others are drawing back, till God hath no plea- 
ſire in them, Ab. 10. 38. 
| 2. The Effects that concern other gracious 
—— So juſtifying and ſaving Faith hath 


| (+) It humbleth and melteth for Sin. The 


| Paſſover is to be eaten with four Herbs. A Man 
cannot look upon Chriſt, but with a bitter Re- 
membrance of his own Guilt : Zach. 12. 10. Hey 
Hall mourn „— only Som. 
| . It i Even 


with the Relicks and Remainders of Unbelief. 


to you that believe on the Name of the Son of God, 
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Even our beſt Actions to a believing Soul cauſe 
Grief. Like the antient Jſraclites pre. henry Bom 


the laſt was to the former, E zra 3. 12. wept with a 
loud Nice. So theſe, when they have ſuch a per. 
fea Model before them as Chriſt's Lore, and be. 
ing like to make ſuch weak Returns, it bumblerh 
their Hearts. As the Queen of Sheba 


the Glory of Solomon, had no Spirit left in her, 


1 Kings 10. 5. thin 


the Excellencies of Chriſt. 
= it purgeth the Heart from Sin: Ms 15, 
Puri their Hearts by Faith, The Apoſtic 
ſpeakerh the Gentiles ;, if they had not the ce- 
remonial Purgings, they have that which is bet 
ter, their Hearts are purified by Faith. The 
Blood of Chrilt cleanſes from Sin; it doth not 
only allay the Burning of the Spirit when tis upon 
it, but alſo * away the Deſilement. Faith 


and Luſts are like a Poiſon and a Preſervative, 


they cannot 


lodg quietly in one Soul. Apprehen- 


Arguments againſt Sin. 
how to deal with Sin to purpoſe till the Appea- 
rance of Grace. Therefore the A poſt le ſaich, Tit. 2. 


11,12. The Grace of God tbat bringeth Salvation ap- 
to all Men, teaching 
godlimeſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould liue ſoberly, 
righteoufly and godly in the preſent World. 

(3.) I ſets a high Price and Value upon Chriſt, 
ſo as to part with all for his ſake. Love is not to 
be meaſured with reſpe& to the Intenſeneſs of the 
Odzect, but the Valuation of it. Mat. 1 3. 46. He 
parted with all for the Pearl of great Price. See 


Whether you can Ae worldly Comtorts, wry 


Glory of the firſt Houſe, w hen they ſaw how unlike 


ing king her own Glory 1 
to his: So doth the Soul at the Contem | 


Sans of Grace even in the Gentiles are the keeneft | 
A Man never learned | 
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that denying Un- 
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wich Chriſt. Let Luſts go, and Sin go. Our 


| Fatker's Houſe is the leaſt thing that we can quit 


for him: Pſal. 45. 10. Forget alſo thine own Fece 
and thy Father's Houſe. A ſmall Content- 
men', *Twas Abraham's Commendation that le 


did not withhold his Son, his only Son, Gen. 22. 


12. God trieth us ſometimes by things that are 
in our eſteem, to ſee whether we will he- 
zard the Comforts of Chriſt, or the Loſs of or 


own Contentments. Alas, there ſhould be no 


worldly reſpe& but ſhould be ſacrificed upon this 


\ account. Many profeſs Chriſt, but they do not 


prize him; they are apt to be ſcandalized with 


the leaſt Suffering for his ſake : Luke 14. If ye 
 firſake nat all, ye cannot be my Diſciples, 


(4.) lr worketh by Love: Gal. 5. 6. For in Je- 


ſius Chriſt neither Circumciſion availeth any thing, nor 


Uncircumciſion, but Faith which worketh by Love. 


It aboundeth in all holy Duty out of Love. Mer- 
ties are ſuch an Argument as leaveth a Conſtraint 


upon the Soul: 2 Cor. 5. 14. The Love of Chrif 


| confiraincth u. Terrors and Fears cannot urge the 


ure of juſtifying Faith. 


| Spirit ſo as Love will. Carnal Aﬀections make 
| wlazy, but Faith begets in us Love, and Love 


maketh us labour : Thoſe that love much, will 
do much. Now by this you may diſcern the na- 


Secondly, My next Work is to ſhew you how it 
juſtifierh. There being Miſtakes in this matter, 


I ſhall endeavour to lay the Truth before you. 


1. Faith does not juſtify, as a mutual Cauſe 
together with Works, as if they did co-operate 
together : But we muſt diſtinguiſh; there is a firſt 
and ſecond Juſtification, the one aſcrib'd to 
Faith, the other to Works. This Opinion ma- 
keth as if we were beholden to Grace only for 
It 4 ſome 
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ſome Courteſys, where we cannot ingage God of 
our ſelves. Tis true, James faith, not by 
but by Works, but that is only to juſtity Faith. 
| 'Tis a falſe Faith that doth not end in Works, 

but Works have nothing to do in Juſtification. 
God abhorreth ſuch a profane Medly : He would 
have it wholly of * The Papiſts exact an 
imaginary Faith, and ſo are put upon a neceſſity 
of eking it out with Works. 
2. Not as an Act and Grace in us. Faith juſti. 
fieth relative, not effe&ive & formaliter - Not as 
if the AR of believing were inſtead of perfe& 
Obedience to the Law, and as if it were Grace 
u us, and not an a ehending of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs. But tis in reference to the Object that 
tis ſaid to juſtify, only becauſe of its neceſſary 
Concurrence as an Inſtrument. Chriſt's 
ouſneſs maketh us righteous, only becauſe it can- 
not ap this Righteouſneſs but by _ 
therefore tis faid Faith doth it. The 
may be ſaid to feed and nouriſh the Body, but 
the nutritive Virtue is not in the Hand, but the 
Meat, There are divers reaſons to ſway you to 
Ci.) Becauſe Faith is always faid to juſtify as | 
complicated with its Obje&, from whom it re- 
ceiveth all its Virtue. | 

(2.) Becauſe the Righteouſneſs of Faith is al- 
| ways contradiſtind and oppo ſed to that which is 
in our ſelves. | Rom. 10. 3. 1 being ig nor aat 
ef God's Righteouſneſs, r 
own Righteouſneſs. Now any thing in us can 
bY ey Righteouſneſs, judg ye. - So Phil. 
9. And be found in bim, not having mine own 
is of the Law, but that which it 


e Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs — 
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ver. 1 1. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 
b by Faith. Ram. 1. 17. In the Goſpel the 
| Righteouſneſs of God is revealed from Faith to Faith. 
| Rom. 3. 22. Even tbe Righteouſneſs of God, which 
is by the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all 
that believe. 
6.) Becauſe the Apoltle ſpeaketh of impu- 
ting Righteouſneſs for Faith, as well as Faith for 
Righteouſneſs : Rom. 4. 6. Unto whom God impu- 

(4) Becauſe we are never ſaid to be juſtified 
[ Fidem, but per Fidem; not becauſe of Fai 
fat by Faith, Bur I ſhall ſpeak to the matter 
| Imputation in the next Point. 1 
3. Faith doth not juſtify, that is merely re- 
ceive the Wirneſs of our Juſtification, as thoſe 
that make it Aſſurance ; that is, a _ —— 
boweth Faith. We are not juſtified re Faith, 
for then adual Unbelievers would be ſubject to na 
Condemnation ; whereas he that believetb not is can 
demned already, John 3. 18. 
But to ſhew affirmatively, how Faith juſtifieth, 

25 an Inſtrument, which God hath deputed to 
| the Apprehenſion and Application of Chriſt's 
| Righteouſneſs ; The whole Order is thus: 

1. By effectual Calling God begetteth Faith, 
| and uniteth us to Jeſus Chriſt. Faith is the Grace 
| of Union, and we are ſaid to live in bim by Faith, 

Gal. 2. 20. And he is faid 16 dwell in our Hearts by 


Faub, Eph. 3. 17. TRE 
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And 2. being united to 
ſed of all that is in Chriſt. So that whatſoever 
he hath ſuffered or done, becometh ours : 2 Cor. 
ALES CES "_ no Sy, 
| that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in 

bim. As Chriſt had oy ſo we have his 
Righteouſneſs. So that we find Imputation a real 

thing, 3. Then 
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and fo, ; 

(1.) He abſolveth us from all Sin by a free and 
full Pardon, and we are as if we were not Sinners 
in the ſight of God. Jer. 50. 20. The Iniquities of 
liracl ſhall be ſought for, and there ſhall te none; 
and the Sins of Judah, and they ſhall not be found, 
Plal. 103. 12. As far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, 
ſo far bath be removed our Tranſgreſſions from w. 
(. 2.) He accepteth us as righteous to Eternal 
Life, fo compleat as we cannot be challenged : 
Rom. 8. 32. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's Ele@ ? It is God that juſtificch. Rom. 5. 21. 
That as Sin 127 unto Death, even ſo might 
Grace reign throug 
by Feſus Chriſt our Lord. . 

Uſe 1. It ſheweth us the Excellency of Faith. 
God hath put a high Honour upon it; all the Con- 
veyances of Chriſt come into the Soul this way, 


but eſpecially of Juſtification : and what a Mer- 


2 that God would require nothing of us but 
aith ? 

2. It preſſeth us to get Faith; tis the Inſtru- 
ment of Juſtification, 
ſure to the People of God. The World liveth 
by gueſs or random; and alas, what a Miſery is 
it to have only our own Contrivances and good 


Meanings ? Faith is deſigned to clothe us with the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and that is the beſt 
Robe. O labour only for that! Take heed it be 
a 


| juſtifying Faith. To this end take two Cau- 
(..) Get ſacha Faith as will endure the Sight 
of God. If you be juſtified it muft he by Faith, 


2. *...... 


3. Then God looketh upon us as righteous; | 


Sees sage 


Righteouſneſs unto Eternal Life, 


er „ © 


the Grace that maketh all | 


3 Righteouſneſs that will endure that: Pſal. 143. 


— 


| of Graces. 


| Dot. That Jeſis 
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And that is the reaſon why the Deeds of 
the Law are excluded. Nay, get ſuch a Faith as 
will endure the Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, even 
his terrible Appearance in Judgment. Graces 
are true when they can endure that Brunt : Luke 
21. 36. Watch and pray, that you may be able to 


fland before the Son of Aan at bis Coming. 1 John 


4 17. That we may bave Boldneſs in the Day of 
> that is, a ſeniible Proof of the Truth 
1 John 2. 28. And nom, little Chil- 
dren, abide in bim, tbat when be ſhall appear, you 


may baue Confidence, and may not le aſhamed at his 


. 

(2.) Let it be ſuch 2 Faith as taketh Chriſt 
out of God's hand, ſuch a Faith as will ſtand 
with Knowledg and more Diſcoveries of Chriſt. - 


. The more ignorant any are, the more preſumptu- 


ous. It muſt be ſuch a Faith as apprehends Chriſt 
in the uſe of all the Means appointed. To talk 


of Faith while we contemn or neglect the Means, 


is but an idle Fancy, an imaginary Perſwaſion, 
not Faith, and will eaſily diſcover our Folly. 


By bis Knowleds ſhall my righteous Servant jutity 
many, for be ſhall bear their Iniquities. 
| am now come tothe next Circumſtance in the 
Order of the Words, and that is the Efficient 
Cauſe in Juſtification, which is Jeſus Chriſt, ex- 
here by God's righteous Servant; for ſo he 
5 to be conſidered in the buſineſs of Juſtification, 
orelſe it were ill for the Creatures. What this 
Expreſſion will amount to we ſhall ſee by and by. , 


The Point is, | 
Cris aum as God's t | 
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partly as he ſubjected himſelf to the Law of 
| God, and the Covenant of Works, which was 2 
| Covenant of Servants. A Servant exjefts his 
hire as the Reward of his Work, and therefore 
the State of the Goſpel is cald a State of Sen- 
| ſhip, Gal. 4 5. To redeens that were under the Law, 
| that they might recoive the Adoption of Se. 80 
die firſt Verſe of that 

4s be is a Child differctb 
| that is, thoſe that are under the Covenant 
Grace, did very little differ from thoſe that are 
under the Covenant of Works, in the time of the 
, | Church's Infancy and ceremonial Diſpenſation, 
| becauſe it was a Miniſtry of Condemnation. E- 
very where the Covenant of Works is made as 
the Covenant of an Hireling, and implieth Bon- 
dage and Service: And therefore Chriſt becauſe 
he ſubmitted himfelf to fuch a Covenant, and 
ſeeing he was to be judg'd of God according to 
| al Extremity and Rigor, things were carried be- 
teen God and Chriſt” in a way of Juſtice, and 
| aur Grace and Glory were due to him. 80 that 
in all theſe reſpects Chriſt was God's Servant. 
| - Uſor. Isto comntend to us the Service of God. 


5 
- 
. 
, 
87 


ter, The Hei 


of 


n here upon Barth, But only Meanneſs and Obe- 
teace. Think it no Reproach to be ingaged ig 
ſuch Services with David as are moſt mean and 
in the Worlds Eye: Your Fellow-Servant is 


_ UVſe2. To commend to us the Love of Chriſt, 
that be ſhould, diveſt himſelf of all his Glory, 
and appear in the Form of a Servant. 
(.) Tas Love that he ſhould ſubmit him. 
ſelf to our Nature. Do but conlider what an in- 
figite Diſtance there was between the Godhead 
and us, and then you may. gueſs ſomewhat what 


How many degrees it came down to meet the 
Creatures for their Good. There are divers 
things to aggravate it: That Chriſt ſhould take 
our Nature, When he left equal Glory with the 
Father. *Twas a great Abaſement for Adam to 
fall from his Excellency by Sin to Meanneſs; for 
us to ſtoop is no ſuch matter, but twas moſt a- 
mazing in him that thought it no Robbery to be 
equal with God, Phil. 2:6, Then that he 

upon him the Form of a Servant, not of . Ang 


ang that the Form of a Servant: He went to 

' loweſt Rank of rational Creatures. Then hov 

he took it, not of the higheſt Order of Men; 
A 


mighty 
W 
We 


nut 


a ſtra. ge Condeſcenſion there was in his Love 


which is a higher degree of Natures, and would - 
have been a fitter Form for a Son, but of a Man, 


1 him the better: John 1. 11. He came to bis own, 
and bis own recerved bim not. In ſhort, this was 


| Jewiſh Scorn and Rejection. Nay further, conſi- 
| der this was not only an accidental Event, and a 


| vant that he might be handled in a deſpigheful 


be ſubjected himſelf to your Covenant, 
nant of Works that lay upon 
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Sſpiſcd and rejected. In the Hebrew tis the lea- 


 yirgs off of Men; Man juſt left off there where 


( kriit was found ; if he had gone lower, he could 


not be Man. Pſal.22.6. I am a Warm and mo 
| Man : rather found among the Rank of 


| poor de- 
ſpicable Worms, than of Men. Then what 
were the Effects of it? Even upon this he was re- 
fuſed of thoſe for whoſe Good he came ; they re- 
jected him, nay flew him, becauſe he came in this 


| | Diſguiſe of Meanneſfs for their ſakes. He gained 


no Honour by it, neither did the World know 


the great Cauſe why he was the Object of the 


thing that was not aimed at, but the very End 
of Chriſt. He was found in the Form of a Ser- 


manner, and that the Decrees of God might be 
accompliſhed upon his Perſon. He could have 


| ſhewed himfelt in Majeſty, and have prevented 

dis Sufferings, as he faith, Mat. 26. 53,54. Thenk- 

| eſt thaw that I cannot now pray unto my Father, and be 
| ſhall preſently give me more than twelve Legions of 


Angels ? But bow then ſhall the Scriptures be fulfil. 


|| kd, that thus it muſt be? Well then, you find a 


great deal of matter to be offered to your 


— for the Commendation of Chriſt's 
—— 


(2.) There is more in Chriſt's being a 
" the Cove- 

Men naturally: 
Gal. 4. 4. Made umder the Lan: not only the mo- 


| Tal Law, which is not a Slavery, but a Freedom; 


whereas on the contrary, the ſatisfying of our 
Bc ere 


corrupt Deſires is the greateſt Slavery in the 


World; 2 Pet. 2. 19. While they promiſe them 13. 


they themſelves are the Servants 


But that he ſhould put * 


himfelf into ſuch a Condi. 


tion, as to make himſelf liable to his Father's 


Wrath, to take our Curſe upon him, yea to be 
made a Curſe for us, Gal. 3.13. that is a high 
Inſtance of the Love of Chriſt : That he that 
was the Beloved of his Father, the Apoſtle cal- 
leth him the Son of bis Love, Col. 1. 13. wetranſ- 
late it bis dear Som; That he, I fay, ſhould be. 
come the Receptacle cf his Father's Wrath, and 
that all bis Anger ſhould as it were be pitched 


you fee Chriſt is God's Servant. 

2. In the next place you muſt look upon him as 
God's ri Servant; and thus he hath took 
our Work and Burden upon him. There is a 
threefold Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 

(1.) Eſſential and Divine, which is that infinite 
and ſurpaſſing Perfection which is in him as he was 


God, that is not to be conſidered in this place; 


partly becauſe he ſpeaketh here of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt as a Servant: But this is the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt as a Lord. And beſides, this 


is not communicable to the Creatures. It was | 


the Dream of Ofiander, that the Lord ſhould in 
Juſtification communicate ro us his eſſential Righ- 
teouſneſs. But hear what the Prophet faith, Iſa 
a3 My Glory will I not give to another. God 
— his Creatures are not veſted with 


(.) There is his Abſolute and Perſonal Righ | 


as he is Mediator and God-Man, 
is able to make others righteous: And fo 


him : What a Circumſtance is this! Thus 


expreſly, be will part with none of his ef- 


iO modgrr ng Wwmyongp novo ep wm ep os  =s©n ord mimnn vp D I. 


A Fulneſs dwell. And Col. 2. 9. For in bim dwel- 
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meaſure, not ſparingly, but poured out with a 


_ a Store-houſe of Sufficiencies for the Elec, yet 


_ Chriſt was by theſe things fitted to do us got. 


| Jef the Gift of Chriſt, 


| the Righteouſneſs that Chriſt performed tor us, 
_ and in our ſt 


„ 
| | 
ö 
ö 


A the Law, for our 1 4 We could * 


N 3. 34. God giveth not the Spirit by mea- 
— He had as a Man the Spirit without 


full Hand and in abundance. And fo tis faid, 
* 19. It pleaſed the Father that in bim ſhould 


lth all the Fulneſs of the Godbesd bodily. . Chriſt's 


Foul is filled by the Union of the Godhead with 


all created and habitual Graces. Tho theſe 
things are for us, and God hath made Chriſt 


they are not imputed to us. Iis true, tho; we 


tte full of Sin, and Chriſt came into the World 


full of Righteouſneſs, and ſo tis a juſt Remedy 
againſt the Sinfulneſs of our Natures, . and it 
qualified the Lord Jeſus to be a fit Perſon to do 
us good; yet here we ſpeak not of the Righte> 
of Chriſt as a Servant, but of his Service; 


| and we have not this Fulneſs imputed to us ſo as 


that we may become Saviours to one anqther. 


and to be a continual Magazine of Comforts and 


| Graces, to which the Creatures might have te- 
| courſe in all their Troubles: Eph. 4. 7. But unte 


every one of us is Grace given, according to os. 


(3-) There is a Diſpenſative and Relative Righ- 


teouſneſs, which is called Juſtitia fidejuſſoria, 


ead, as our Sarery, even the Righ- 


_ teouſneſs that he manifeſted in the Work and Ser- 
nice of our Redemption : And ſo chiefly he is to 


be confidered as God's Tighteous Servant. He 
hewed it in two things. 


1. In exact Obedience, even to the leaſt Title 


» 2 
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Ranſom for all. He ſuffered ſo long till he had 
fatisfied God's Juſtice,and ingaged the very Righ- 
reouſaeſs of God to the Good of the Creature too, 
and would not expire his Soul till all were finiſed, 


' and made ſure. See John 19. 3.. 'Tis finiſhed ; 
nnd then he 


gave up the Ghoſt. The Scriptures 
every where ſpeak of this, and therefore I ſhall 
be more ſparing in it. You ſee now how Chriſt 


, was God's righteous Servant. 


To apply it. | 
Uſe 1. It holdeth out a Pattern for us, to imi- 


| tate God's righteous Servant as well as we can, 
/ and to injoin us to write after this Copy, Several 


things are remarkable in the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt : I ſhall only inſtance in two. 

1. The Sincerity of his Spirit. 

2. Innocency of his Converſation. 

1. The Sincerity of his Spirit. There is no 
Guile in Chriſt, and there ſhould be none in thoſe 
that have Benefit by him: Pſal. 32. 2. Bleſſed is 


| the Man unto whom the Lord imputeth not Iniquity, 
aud in whoſe Spirit there is no Guile. Be not for 
Appear 


ances and Shews ; corrupt Aims and Self- 
advantages, and deſire of Eſteem amongſt Men, 
rances: 
they do not care what God thinketh of them, for 
they are all for Repute. 1 Cor. 4. 3. But with me 
it is a very Heal thing that I ſhould be judged of you, 
or of Man's Judgment. Gracious Hearts count 


| that nothing, their Deſire is to approve them- 
elves to God. 


1 of Comeertation. tt became our 


High Prieſt to be harmleſs and N us 
Hould we de. Phil. 2.15. 
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mong whom ye ſhine as Lights in the World, ge 
_ righteous in your Ways, be faithful to your 


Work. Chriſt knew no Sin; *tis a Holy Sim. [ 
plicity to be ſimple in Evil. Chriſt was tempted, 


yet without Sin. Watch over your Spirits in 
Temptations, that they may not incroach upon 
you to the betraying of your ſelves into any un- 
becoming or unworthy Walking. 

Uſe 2. Is Comfort to poor broken- hearted Sin- 


ners. Chriſt was God's righteous Servant, and | 
ſo fitted to make a Saviour for Sinners, and to 
plead with God for yon. You ſay you are Sin- 


ders, but jeſus Chriſt is righteous. You are all 


ill Servants of God, compaſſed about with daily 


Infirmitics : Ay, but Jeſus Chriſt was a richteovs 


Servant, he was righteous in our ſtead. 1 Jeln 2, 


1. Inrite unto you that you ſin not; and if any 


Man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Je- 
ſus Chriſt the righteous. Sin not; that is, do not 


allow your ſelves in Sin; but if any Man fin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father: Tho God 


will not hear yon, he will hear Chriſt ; he never 


offended him. *Tis very obſervable that all Com- 
fort uſually in Scripture is made to flow from the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt : Zach. 9. 9. Behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee, be is juſt 
tion. He bringeth Salvation with him, he is 
righteous. So Dan. 9. 24. The Aeſſiab was to 


make reconciliation for Iniquity, and to bring in | 
an Everlaſting Righteouſneſs. You may be con- 


fident he is gracious with and he will make 
vou gracious. There is Righteouſneſs to ſatisfy 


Juſtice; Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is fit to ſatisfy, 


for there is no Sin it: And there is Righteouſnes 
to make up your Defects, to make you righteous 


in his Righteouſneſs. Bur thats the Work ofthe 


next Enquiry. 


„ and baving Salua- 
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fall open this matter to you, 
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And therefore I now come to ſhew how Chriſt 
z laid to jultify as God's righteous Servant. I 


1. Negatively. He juſtifieth as a Servant, and 


elore, 
(1.) He doth not exclude God the Father from 
being the firſt Eternal moving Cauſe of our Juſti- 


| fication ; it hath its fir ſt Riſe at his Mercy in or- 
| daining 


Clirilt : Rom. 3. 24. Being juſtificd freely 
| by bis Grace, through the Redemption that is in Jeſus 
Chriſt. It was the Pleaſure of the Father. Grace 


[ is moſt ſure and free when we look upon his Con- 


_ trivances for your Good. He gave Chriſt, and 


| predeſtinated you to enjoy the Benefits; he elect- 


; 


ed you rather than another : Eph. 1. 5. Having 
ſtinated us unto the Adoption of Children, by Je- 


| ſw Chriſt, to himſelf, according to the good Pleaſure 


of bis Will. Therefore it implieth that Chriſt 


| was not. the firſt moving Cauſe of Juſtification, 


he only is a righteous Servant; there was ſome 

- antecedent Love and Mercy that deputed him to 
that Service. 5 5 

(. 2.) It doth not exfude the Grant and Sen- 
tence of the Father; and the Sentence is paſſed 
by the Father, tho it be procured by Chriſt as the 


Servant of God's Decrees in this matter. Rom. 


3. 26. The Father is ſaid to be the Fuſtifier of bim 
who believeth in Jeſu. We have an Advocate with 


| the Father, 1 John 2. 1. Sin is committed againſt 
| him, his Will is the Rule of Juſtice ; and by Na- 


ture, Right and Office, he is the Supreme Judg. 
2. Affirmatively; fo Chriſt is ſaid to juſtify 


_ two ways. ET 
(.) By meriting that Righteouſneſs which 


| will ſerve for Juſtification : His obeying and ſuf- 


 frring have procured ſuch a Righteouſneſs as will 
KE 3 „ 
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ſtand us in ſtead ; for Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is 
ours. We have ſhare in — be had, for he 
was our Surety, as he faith, John 17.19. 7 ſan@i- 


ſelf, that they may be ſanttificd. And E 
2 Ci ample in tbe Beloved. We ; 


on, and fo righteous in his Righteouſneſs. | ſhall 
prove it more by and by. And then 'tis the beſt 


in procuring ſuch a Righteouſneſs by his 
Li and Dead, as ſhould avail the Creatures in 
1 3 By meriting the Spirit, that conſtitutes 


with God. 


and gives us an Intereſt in this Righteouſneſs: 
2 Cor. 5.20. We fray you in ChriſPs ſtead, be ye 
reconciled to God. All the Intreaties of the Word 


are from Chriſt. He offereth Grace inthe Word, 
and conferreth it by the Spirit. He juſtifieth 
them as a righteous Servant, becauſe tis his Righ- 
 teouſneſs which is the matter of Juſtification ; 
and tis his Spirit that effects it in us, and intereſts 
us in it: His Righteouſneſs and b. his Spirit, tho 
imputed and beſtowed upon us by the Father, 


upon us by the Spirit of Chriſt. 

To apply this. 
Uſe 1. Is to check thoſe that deny the Imputa- 
tion of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. He juſtifieth as 
a a righteous Servant, as having procured Righ- 


teouſneſs for us by his own Obedience and Suffer- 
ing: He cauſeth us to be abſolved as _ 


| before God by his own Righteouſneſs, made ours 
by virtue of our Union with him. 


(r.) Some deny Bode rampart 
teouſneſs of Chriſt either active or paſſive, as 
Papiſts and Socinians, who both that we = 
;aſtificd by the Imputation pr Subs 3 


beloved in his Love, ſanctiſied in his Sanctiſicati- 


ton of the Rig 


| 


yet they are merited by Chriſt, 25 beſtowed 1 


e e on 


W 
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| 
or a dead Man, in their Works of 


| Bleſſedneſs of the Maw to whom God i 


And Chriſt is ſaid vic webannd 


| 


not ſtand with the Juſtice of God, take it for the 
exact Tenour of Right 
do his Nature, or his Will revealed in his Word, 
| — a wicked Man righteous, unleſs there 
de ſome Righteouſneſs to make him ſo; now 
. nee wild ee the turn but Chriſt's, for ne bs is 

crxact and regular. 
15. He that juſtifieth the Wicked, and be that con- 


| to the Lord. And God faith, 


Certainly we are made righteous 


$503 
| neſs. But what a ſtrange thing is it, that the 
5 who in other Doctrines ſtabliſh the Impu- 
of the Rightcouſurk of a dan, of « Monk, 


on, ſhould yet deny the Ri 
ſay there is no ſuch Expreſſion in Scripture. 
both theſe | theſe Places: The A- 


s 

neſs without Works, And the P calleth 
Chriſt, the Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer. 33. 1 6. 
the Father 
Righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. 1. 30. n 
mb God in bim, 2 Cor. 5.2 
as he was made for us, and both by — 
And he addeth — Argument, that it would 


which is eſſential 


For the former ſee Prov. 17. 


dentneth the Juſt, 


even they both are an Abomination 
Exod. 20. That be 
will not bold Sinners guiltleſs. And you may add, 
that ſtill the ſneſs whereby we are juſti- 
hed, is oppoſed to that which is inherent in us. 
by Imputation ; 
for by the ſame Juſtice that Chriſt is made a Sin- 


(2) There are others that deal with the Robes 
of Chriſt's Righteouſne f, as the King of Ammon 
neee s Meſſengers; they 
4 | cut 


og A Frattica Expoſition upon 
cut them off by the middle, they exclude the active 
Obedience of Chriſt, but upon ſlender grounds, 
In oppolition to theſe conſider, 

1. The need of both his active and paſſive Obe. 
dience. By his paſſive Obedience, by Death, the pu- 
niſhment of Sia 1 away ; and by his acuve O- 
bedience the Law is fulfilled for us: So that we have 
not only Pardon, but Acceptance; ſo that there is 
not only a Reſtraint of Vengeance, but Pardon ob- 
tain'd. The Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin is done a- 
way by his Death; the other Benefit, Favour and 
Acceptance, is procur'd by his Obedience. There 
mult be ſomething done by way of Satisfaction to 
Divine Juſtice, and to appeaſe his Wrath ; and 
ſomer by way of Acquiſition of Favour: 
Theſe are the two things procured by Chriſt: 
Abſalom was pardoned, but he ſaw not the King's 
Face. We are God's Creatures, bound to his 
Law, as well as his Priſoners, liable to his 
Wrath ; and there muſt be the Expiation of Sin, 
and the fulfilling of all Righteouſneſs. There arg 
two Bleſſings obtained by Chriſt, Freedom from 
Death, and the Benefit of Eternal Life. 
2. We are expreſſy faid in Scripture to be made 
righteous by the Obedience of Chriſt, which is 
exactly oppoſed to the Diſobedience of Adam. 
Rom. 5. 19. For r ny ma- 
ny were made Sinners; ſo by the Obedienc 
Ak many be made righteous. ' We are 
9 actual Guilt, and made righteous by 
Chriſt's active Obedience. 

3. ln the very paſſive Obedience of Chriſt, the 
_— rt is the chief: For the Sufferings of 

not ſimply juſtify us, but as they are 
the dw — of Chriſt, voluntarily 
_ Himfelt in obedignce to his Father's Will. For 


FT "DO... 
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yielding up | 
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| prieſt: as a Sacrifice, ſo paſſive; as a Prieſt, ſo 


| even the Death of the Croſs. And Heb. 10. 10. By 


| took to do for us what we were bound to 
do. 


4 


Jou can ſcarce keep up a fair ſhew before a dif- 


50g 


Chriſt was to be conſidered as the Sacrifice, or the 


ative: Phil. 2. 8. He became obedient to Death, 


the which Will we are ſandified, through the Offering 
of the Body of Jeſus Cbriſt. He willingly under- 


Uſe 2. Is to preſs you to go to Chriſt, that you 
may be intereſted in his Righteouſneſs ; it cometh 
d; Union. 
The Rules are theſe. 3 

t. See the Inſufficiency of your own Righ- 
teouſneſs ; the Creatures Fig-leaves will never 
cover a naked Soul : there muſt be firſt a Sight of 
your own Vileneſs, and of your own Inability. to 
help your ſelves out of it. *Tis obſervable in 
Joby 16. $. that the Spirit doth firſt convince of 
Sin, and then of Righteouſneſs. Chriſt doth 
not ſeek us till we be loſt, and we cannot ſeek 
Chriſt till we are loſt. The Soul doth moſt truly 
ſeek Chriſt, when looſened from all other things, 
from all falſe Props and Expectations, and ſeeth 
plainly that it ſhall periſh if it have not an In- 
tereſt in Chriſt. As Simon Peter ſaid, John 6.68. 
Lord, to whom ſhall we go ? thou baſt the Words of 
Eternal Life. Whither ſhould we go? thou haſt 
the only Righteouſneſs. 7 
2. Conſider your own filthy Rags, and then 
you will long, deſire, and groan for Change of 
Rayment. Alas, your Perſons are covered with 
your own Guilt, and your Natures are full of Sin, 
what will you do to appear before God ? Alas, 


Man, what will you do before a God of 


cerning 


pure Eyes? Job 15. 15. The Heavens are not clean 
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in bis feht. The Holy Angels in compariſon of 
God are nothing, yea leſs than nothing. But do 
you think to help your ſelves by your Services, 
your Duties, and good Meanings ? Alas, Alas, as loa! 
as you ſtick there, no good will be done: The 
Saints blame themſelves ihe aſk of ne 


ties; their beſt Performances are poor worthleſs 


tbing, and all our Righteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags. 
They will not make your Souls amiable. Phil, 3. 
9. And be found in bim, not having mine own Righ. 
tcouſneſs. 

3. Conſider the Willingneſs of God to clothe 
you with the Righteoulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt : 
_ @ appointed to this very end; Nom. z. 
Whom God bath ſet forth to be 4 Propitiation 


nd Faith in his Blood, to declare bis Righteouſneſs. 


Creatures, and to ſhew how willing he was that 
you ſhould come unto him in this way: 1 Cor. 1. 
30. Who of God is made unto us Wiſdom and Righ- 
ceomſneſs. If we had framed it, it had been more 
doubtful, but God appointed 4 Righteouſneſs of 


_ in Scripture the Rigbteoufneſs of God, not 
y becauſe it was the Righteouſneſs of God- 
= Chriſt Jeſus, but God's Righteouineſs, 
that is, of his Appointment. 

4. Conſider the Worth of this Righteouſnes ; 4 
tis better than if we had ſtood in our Innocency, 
and had procured it in our own Perſons. Lake 

15.22. tis called the beſt Robe, better than we 
ſhould have had if we had ſtayed in our Father's 
Houſe ; far better than that we loſt in Adam. 
Our Re 
and it contents God better; the Creature is ny 

um- 


things: Iſa. 64. 6. But we are all as an unclean 


God's Deſign was to 11 n his Heart to the | 


his own making; and therefore tis every where 


pair is more excellent than our firſt Make, 
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' ſhould be, when we have nothing in our ſelves, 
| and fetchall from God. Tis as good as the beſt 
gf the Saints have; you are as righteous as David, 


| of God: Rom. 3. 22. Even the Righteouſneſs of 


507 
kambled, and God moſt exalted : This is as it 


and as righteous as Abraham and all the Worthies 


which is he Faith Chriſt u 
22 r 


nin this caſe there is no difference indeed. Rev. 


19. 8. And to ber was granted that ſhe ſhould be ar- 
rayed in fine Linen, clean and white; for the fine 
Linen is the Righteouſneſs of the Samts. The Saints 


| have one common Righteouſneſs: As *twas with 
the /ſraclites in point of the Manna, none had 


more than another, none had over or under: Nay 
higher; tis as good or better than the Righteouſ- 
nels of Angels, for they are confirmed in their 
own Righteouſneſs. Iſa. 6. 2. The Seraphims 
covered their Faces as being abaſhed at the glori- 
ous Holineſs of God; and before him they are 
not clean, they cannot ſtand before the Holineſs 


| of God. And in Job 4. 18. His Angels be chargeth 


with Folly; that is, comparatively, and in reſpect 
of himſelf, they might de accuſed, rather than 
accounted righteous. But now we may have Ac- 
ceſs with Confidence and Boldneſs, as the Apoſtle 
faith, Eph. 3.12. becauſe we do not come in our 
own Holineſs, but Chriſt's. Nay further in ſome 
ſort it maketh us as righteous as Chriſt himſelf; 
Therefore tis faid, i John 3. 7. He that doth Rigb- 
teouſneſs is righteous, even as he is righteous - that is, 
he doth truly ſhew forth that he is righteous in 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. Nay, this is a Righteouſ- 
neſs that will endure God's ſight. You muſt needs 
obtain the Bleſſing in the Garment of your elder 
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5- Seek it in Chriſt's way; then you are like to 
obtain if, at leaſt you ſhall be ſure not to deceive 
your ſelves. Many conceit themſelves to be in a 
good Eltate, and that Chriſt is theirs, and all his 
Righteovineſs theirs, when they never ſought it 
in his way: You muſt therefore look to this. This 
way of Chrilt reſpects two things. 
1. The Manner of obtaining. 
2. Our Ends and Aims in it. 

1. The Manner of obtaining it muſt be by Uni- 

on; this Righteouſneſs is not gotten by an Aſſent 
to the Truth of any Promiſe or Propolition in the 
Word, but by an Union with Jeſus Chriſt, We 
are not united to any Promiſe but to Chriſt; ma- 
np take a Promiſe, and go away with it. But 
you are to take Chriſt in the Promiſe, for there 
is no Promiſe that appertaineth to any, till they 
are one with Chiilt. Therefore there muſt be 
Union before you can take any Comfort in him, 
for all the Promiſes are his, and you have not 
right in them till you have a right in him: 2 Cor. 
1. 20. All the Promiſes of Gud in bim are Tea, and 
in bim Amen. So they will be true and certain 
to you. Many flatter themſelves in this kind ; they 
go away with the Words of a Promiſe, but do 
not careto carry out their Faith to the Perſon of 
Chriſt tendred in the Promiſe. You cannot cloſe 
with Chriſt without a Promiſe, ſo not with a Pro- 
miſe without him. Look as tis in the Spiritual Life, 
many thiak to live a comfortable Word or 
a Promiſe of God, whereas they ſhould live up- 
on Chriſt in a Promiſe; as Men do not live upon 
their Conveyances and Leaſes, but their Lands: 
So here, you do not come to a Promiſe for Righ- 
teouſneſs, but to Chriſt in it. 


2. The 
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18. The Ends and Aims in it; .both the ſubordi- 
nate and the ultimate Ends muſt be right. 
1. The ſubordinate End, which concerneth our 
ſelves, and our own Good. Be not contented 
- without the King's Face, the Grace of God, and 
| the Light of his Countenance. Many deſire to 
allay the Burnings of their Conſciences, and to 
cool the Heat that is in their Spirits through 
Guilt, and would fain ſhun Hell and Horror, but 
do not care for Communion with God, and to be 
in a State of Favour and Amity with the Lord. 
Alas, a Pardon is nothing without acceptance; 
it were Hell enough not to enjoy God. In Juſti- 
fication there muſt be both done, an allaying of 
Wrath, and procuring of Favour. Zach. 3. 4. 
The filthy Garmeats muſt be taken away, and we 
muſt be clothed with Change of Raiment. 7 
bave cauſed thine Iniquitics to paſs from thee ; but 
that is not enough, / will clothe thee. There muſt 
be a charming of Wrath, and a being accepted 
in the Beloved, Eph. 1.6. Hypocrites they are 
altogether for removal of Puniſhment, but do not 
care how they ſtand in God's Favour, fo as they 
may receive the Communications of Grace. O 
do not you reſt in that, and only make it your 
care to get the Puniſhment off. 

2. The ultimate End, which concerneth God's 
Glory. God's End in the Covenant of Grace is 
to exalt Merey ; and therefore *ris ſaid, E;h. 1. 
6. He bath accepted us in the Beloved : that is God's 
End in the Covenant of Grace, to exalt the Glo- 
ry of Grace, Ifa. 48. 9. Fur my Name': ſake will 
I defer mine Anger, and for my Praiſe will I refrain 
for thee, that 1 cut thee not off. There is God's 
End in all: And when our End and God End 
are the ſame, then our Deſires are the moſt re- 


$10 A Prattical Expoſition apo 
gular. Now what's your End in deſiring the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, God's Glory, or your 
owfh Good ? The natural Inclination and Propen- 
ſion that is in us to our own Good, may work 2 
Deſire to have Sin forgiven, and to be ſaved from 


Wrath, or that Conſcience may be pacified: But 


to deſire that we may be accepted in the Beloved, 
to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, that is 
a heavenly Frame of Spirit; not that you 
be exalted, but Grace in you. Seek the Righ- 


rteouſneſs of Chriſt with the ſame Mind that God 


offereth it in the Covenant. 


Uſe 3. It ſerveth for Inſtruction to us, to make | 


Jeſus Chriſt, as he is Mediator, God-Man, the 
Odject of our Faith. We may do it, and we 
ought to do it. Whoſoever juſtifieth me, be- 
comes the Object of my Faith. Now not only 
God the Father juſtifieth, but alſo Jeſus Chriſt, 
God's righteous Servant. And therefore in the 


upon God the Father, but Jeſus Chriſt as Media- 
tor. And indeed we ought to do fo, for much 
of the Comfort of believing dependeth upon our 
taking of him into our thoughts: John 1. 41. Let 
not Hearts be troubled, ye believe in God, be- 
lieve alſo in me. It eaſeth us much of the Trou- 
ble of our Hearts, when our Souls have recourſe 
to Chriſt, when we believe in him, who was 
God's righteous Servant. 
I 1 fhall here handle two Queſtions, and ſo dif 

Patch this Uſe. BY 
ff. What it is to believe 
righteous Servant? Tis not only to believe in the 
ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; nat only to have 


_ diftin& and expücite Thoughts of the Trinity; 


but to believe in Chriſt as Mediator. You: have 
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Work of our Faith, we are not only to reflect 


in Chriſt as God's 
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and have an able Saviour. 
op Rope keen Carriage of Chriſt's 
 Mediatorſhip, as a ſufficient Help for poor Crea- 


| yantto become a ſufficient bottom and 


tds become the Sons of God, even to theme that believe 
on his Name 


[ ned by 2 Juitice of God. Chriſt hath ſatisfied 


— ww r 
* 


of Faith, conſidering every Scruple. ah 
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tures; there is enough in God's righteous Ser- 


for our Faith. Tho Faith is not to reſt in Chriſt, 
tis to begin in him, that by him we may the more 
comfortably believe in God. And this is the 


teaſon why many times there is no other Object 
of Faith expreſſed but Jeſus Chriſt : Jom 1. 12. 


Toas many 


as received bim, to them gave be power 


2d Queſtion, What ſpecial Comfort and Pri- 
rr it? 
. By this you have a double Claim: An In- 


an God dy virtue of the Covenant of Grace 
made with your Perſons, and the Covenant of 


Works made with Jeſus Chriſt ; tis due to you as 
tis all of Grace, but to Jeſus Chriſt twas a due 
Debt, he ſatisfied Juſtice, and merited Mercy : 


Rom. 3. 24. Being juſtified freely I 
| through the Redemption 
| is Chriſt's Claim, 


ion that is in Jeſus Chriſt : 
and your Claim by virtue > 
your Intereſt in him. So the 26th Verſe, That 
be might be juſt, and the Fuſtifier of bim that be- 
hovers in Feſus. When you reflect upon Jeſus 
Chriſt, your Claim is not dlanauf d. but ſtrength- 


ce, and merited Mercy. Chriſt hath ſatiſ- 
peed Covenant of Works, by ſuffering what 


| Was due in point of Tranſgreſlion, and by diſ- 
charging what was due in point of Obedience. 


You ſee Satisfaction as well as Imputation. 
: = It miniſtreth matter of Glory and Triumph 


cation, and Redemption; an Object fully fatif- 
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not only a Proof of the Father's Love, but the 
Son's Merit: Rom. 8. 34. Who is be that condem- 
neth ? it is Chriſt that died. And theretore Faith 
ſpeaketh of glorying in the Croſs of Chriſt : Gal. 
6. 14. There is matter of glorying in the Crof 
of Chriſt, in his Obedience and Death, that 
there is ſo full Satisfaction and ſuch exact Obedi- 
ence. O plead it to your Souls, he fulfilled every 
Tittle. Alas, we have but little cauſe to boaſt, 
we know bur in part, and do but in part; but in 
Chriſt we may glory: Nay, you may glory in 
God the Father; 1 Cor. 1. 31. That according as 
"tis written, He that glorieth, let bim glory in the 
Tord. Why, becauſe Chriſt is made all to us by 
the Father, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and Sandi. 


fying: So that now you may make your boaſt of 
God all the day long. ne 3 
3. It miniſtreth Joy, in that you ſee God in 
your own Nature, and he is your Kinſman. Af- 
finicy begets Obedience, and Hopes of ſpeeding, 
Your Hearts would tremble and quiver at the | 
fight of God's back-Parts in his own glorious Na- 
ture; and therefore becauſe you cannot converſe 
with God in his own Nature, there is Chriſt to 
help to reiieve you, in believing God in your own | 
2 that is 9 Faith ; hence 
is ſaid, Eph. 3. 12. We have Acceſs with Boldneſs - | 
through the Faith of him, And Heb, 10. 19, 20. | 
Having therefore Boldneſs to enter into the Hlieſt by 
the Blood of Jeſus, by a new and living way, which 
be bath conſecrated for us through the Veil, that is to 
fay, his Fleſh. The Manhood of Chriſt is the 
means to bring God and us together; otherwiſe 
there was a flaming Sword againſt us every ways 
and we could not come near, but we 2 


= 
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The mere Godhead was incenſed againſt us; and 
therefore till God became Man, there was no 
| Hope left unto us to ſee him; but when he be- 

came Bone of our Bone, and Fleſh of our Fleſh, 
| was matter of great Encouragement to the 

Creature. There are other Conſiderations, but 

theſe are enough to perſwade you in believing, 

not only to look upon God, but to look upon 

Chriſt, to look upon God's righteous Servant ; 
| nor only upon the Mercy or Grace of God, but 
| opon the Mercy and Grace ingaged to you by the 

Sufferings and Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt. Thus 
jou ſee you have a double Claim to God, and you 
lave an excellent Remedy againſt the Doubts of 
your own Hearts; you may ſee God in your own 
Natures : The Lord grant you may have a right 

Sight of theſe things, not that you may abuſe them 
| toLooſeneſs,and to the cheriſhingof Preſumption, | 
und ſo turn Aaron's Rod into a Serpent; but that 
jou may be helpꝰd in the great Work of delieving. 


Igo on in the Text to the next ci ircumſtance, 
und * Object or gp of Juffification, 
that is Many : He ſhall juſtify 2 
1. *Tis put here wes to. to ſhut out the 
Univerſality of Mankind; tis but many that he 
| juſifieth, tis not all. 
2. 'Tis put incluſively, to take in the whole 
ny of the Faithful: Look upon thoſe that 
tre called of Chriſt in all Ages, and they will 
eme to ſuch a Number. 
exclu- 


I ſhall handle the firſt Acceptation as it 
deth the greater part of the Word. 
Obſerve then, That all are not juſtified y Cbriſt. 
The Privilege that God beſtowed upon Chriſt 
| Vas, that he ſhould oy — * 
5 
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The Reaſons of the Point 
1. Becauſe of his Soverei 


ſame for their Sins, 


and 
Juſtice, and not to beſtow upon 

of Election: he may do with his own as it = 
ſeth him : And indeed uſually in this matter the 
Sctiptures make God's Pleaſure to be all in all. 
There are ſome whoſe Names are not written in 
the Book of Life of the Lamb lain before the Foun. 


dation of the World. Some Tranſlations read 


it, Whoſe Names are not written before 3 


tion of the World in the Lamb's Book of Life. God 
never gave Chriſt a charge to ſave ſuch Men 


dealeth out of abſolute Sovereignty : Prov. 16. 4. 
God hath made all things for bimſelf, and the Wicked 
for the Day of Evil. You would overlook that, 


bat tis for the glorifying of his Juſtice. Tis ob- 


ſervable, hedoth not ſay he made the Elect for the 
Day of Evil. Thereare many who grant that 
the Wicked ate for the Day of Evil, who do not 
grant Eternal Reprobation and Præterition; 
theſe cavil at God's Pr 


ences of his Grace from them: They are hardened 


as Water is freezed by the Abſence of the Sun. | 
The Præterition of God is not the Cauſe of Sin, | 


but the Antecedent. 2 Tim. 2. 20. In 4 great 


Fhouſe 
but Wood and Earth; and 
pod bh And Jude, =. ſpeaks 


to Honour, 


before the World was. 


whoſe Names are not in the Lamb's Book. God | 


erogative : Nm. 9. 18. 
hom be will he bardenetb ; i. e. withdraws the Influ- 


there are not only Veſſels of Gold and Silver, 


of 
ſome who pere of old ordained to this Condemmation, | 


. 2, Becauſe all do not believe. It is a riddle 
Argument that all are not juſtified, becauſe all 
* not apply themſelves to Chriſt for Ng 
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| Rom. 3:22. Even the Rightcouſneſs, which is by Faith of 


ind Murderers, and [dolaters, and whoſoever loveth 
| ind maketh 4 Lie. The main Places w 
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tion. The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt will bear this 
| Limitation, none have a Share in it but Believers: 


Chriſt unto all and upon all that believe, for there 
is no difference. All they, and none but they. Now 
ill are not Believers. All bade not Faith, 2 Theſſ. 
2.12,13- Mat. 20.16. Many ave called, but few 
ge choſen. The preaching of the Goſpel doth 
not work upon all ; they have the outward 
bat not the inward Grace : Scarce all have the 
outward Means. 

De 1. This checketh that wild Charity that 
ins in Origen, who thought that all ſhould be 


| faved at laſt, even the Devils themſelves: And: 


* inion was revived in Germany by a Man of 
ure. Name, and by ſome in our Days. 

Now onde that the general Drift of the Scrip- 
ſaich, Depart from me, [ know you. not, Mat. 

. That there are Goats as well as 

| 4 Chriſt will ſay, Go ye curſed, Mat: 
. 41. Some that are without; Rev. 22. 15; 

e Dogs. and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers. 


they build their Conceit are theſe, Rom. 5. 18. 
| Wherefore as by the Offence of one, 
ipon all Men to Condenenation ;, even ſo by the Rigb- 
| the free Gift came iunto all Men to 
| Juſtification of Life. Where Chriſt and Adam are 
compared together, and the one's Sin and the o- 
ther's Sufferings are made equivalent: 1 Cor. 15. 
* As in Adam all die, even, ſo in Chriſt- ſhall. ali 
be made Alive, But in theſe Places Chriſt and A 
ov cre. . compared as two common Roots, and 
one ſhone be us able fare, as the other to. 


to him. The other Place. 
mir 5 


came | 
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is 1 Cor. 15. 28, That God may be all in all : which N 


they underſtand of God's Preſence and Glory in 


all. But the Apoſtle ſpeaketh there only of thoſe 


Holy ones, who ſhall have a glorious Mani feſtati- 
on of the Preſence of God ; fo that God will be 
all in all to them. But I ſhall no longer rake in 
this Dirt. | 

Uſe 2. Is to teach you, 

(1.) Not to be contented with thoſe common 
Privileges which all Men may injoy, for you may 
have all theſe and not be ſaved: All Men are not 
juſtified, and therefore not ſaved. As in Creation, 
becauſe God beltow'd a human Form upon you, 
therefore you think he will fave you; but God 
doth not fave all thoſe he hath made: Ja. 27.11. 
It is a People of no Underſtanding, and twerefore he 
that made them, will not have mercy on them; and 
he that formed them, will ſhew them no Favour. Tis 
ill truſting to that. Men will ſay, 1 hope to be 


ſaved as well as others, and the like. The Cove. 
nant of Works was made with all Men, as being | 


in Adams Loins; but not that of Grace, that's 
made to thoſe that are given to Chriſt. Hath he 
given you a Mind to know bim, Heb. 8. 10. and 


a Heart to receive him? John 1. 12. then tis well. 


"Tis no Privilege to be an intellectual Creature, 
only to be wiſer than the Beaſts to our own De- 


worldly good things: Eccleſ. 9. 1, 2. No Man 
knoweth Love or Hatred by all that is before them : All 
things come alike to all, and there is one Event to the 
Righteous and to the Wicked. This all Men may 

have, but you muſt have ſome Privilege that is 
diſtinck. So for good Meanings: They thank 


God they have a good Heart towards him, and 
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ſtruction. So for an Eſtate : Surely God loveth 
and favoureth me, becauſe he bleſſeth me with 
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I weer had; and that they know they have done 


their beſt, as the young Man faid, Alat. 19. 20. 


Al theſe bave I kept from my Touth. I tell you, 
whatever you have by Nature, every Man may 


have; and therefore til you have Faith and other 


Graces, tis as nothing, 

2.) It teacheth you not to flatter your ſelves 
vich the Univerſality of Grace and Mercy. Ma- 
ny live and Gie, and rot in their Sins, and think 


| Chriſt will ſave them, and Mercy will ſave them: 


You ſee Chriſt will not fave all, and God gave 


dim nd Commillien to juſtify all. Deut. 29. 19, 


20. When be beareth the Words of this Curſe, that be 
Neſs bimſelf in bis Heart, ſaying, I ſhall baue Peace 


| tho wall in the Imagination of mine Heart, to add 
| Druntenneſs to Thirſt : The Lord will not ſpare bim, 
| but then the Anger of the Lord and bis Jealouſy ſhall 


againſt * Man. Mark 'tis ſaid, againſt 
that Mas. God hath a ſpecial quarrel at dn that 
abuſeth Mercy: There will a time come when 


| they ſhall ſee his Juſtice, As the Thief ſaid on 
| the Croſs, Luke 23. 41. And we indeed juſtly, for 


we receive the due Reward of our Deeds. 
Uſe 3. Is to the People of God, that have had 


| any Senſe of their Juſtification by Chriſt, any 
Inclination to walk after the Spirit, and not after 
the Fleſh : Rom. 8. 1. There is no Condemnation to 
them. Man is moſt taken with any thing that 
| appropriate; 'tis a Privilege that is mine, 


tis not given to others. This exhorteth you 
to the greater Senſe of this Privilege, *tis not 
every ones Mercy. The Apoſtle ſheweth this 


; one of God's reaſons in paſſing by the Re- 
| Probate World: Rom. 9. 23. 


be might 
make known the Riches of bis Glory on the Veſſels of 


3 
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— — 4 —— are not Favours when 


— 1 own People: Pfl. 119. 132. 
=p 5 iy ae ul ms, as thou uſeſt 
to to 
mould ingage God to you above others? O con- 
fider and admire the Goodneſs of God that hath 
pailed by Millioas, a 
to thee, in 3 no Deſert ! "This 
was an Indearment to the Iſraclites ; Pſal. 7. 
19, 20. He bath ſhewed bis Word to Jacob, bis Sa: 
tutes and bis 7 to Iſrael- & dd ws 
dealt ſo with any Nation. Deut. 7. 7, 8. The 
Lord did not ſet his Love upon you, nor chuſe you 
becauſe ye were more in Number than n People, bus 
becauſe the Lad loved you. | 


The Twel {th Verk. 


| Therefore wil I divide him « Portion with the 
Great, and he ſhall divide the Spoil with the 


Strong: becauſe he hath poured out his Soul 


— 


unto Death: and be 3 with the | 


 Tranſereſſors, and he bare the Sin of man) 
ind made Interceſſion for the Tr 5 


N this laſt Verſe, as in moſt of the former, 
you may obſerve a Scandal, and a Proviſion 
againſt it; far the ſtill continueth 
LD As in'the Life of Chriſt there was 


* did deject * 


180 


Tour Mercies are mightily aggravated by ah 
ala. O conſider, this A the. 


that love thy Name. Alas, what 


Srrrarr <4. 7 


and yet manifeſted himſelf 


Ar 


* 
1 
| 
3 
, 
1 
; 


| backward and fall to the 1 Tobn 18. 6. 80 


aul of Chriſt's Conflict is reduced to four Heads. 


the Tranſpreſſors, 


Chriſt, tog ether with his Deſire of the Ap 
tion of this Remedy ; He made Interceſſion for 


Conqueſt ; 
in the Promiſe of the Father : I will divide him 4 
Portion with the great 


aud be ſhall divide i 


| you will have it more particularly, you may con- 
ſider it thus. 


ee 


| the cauſal Particle Therefore. 
ther ; 7 will divide. 


Son ſhall' find this Promiſe accompliſhed : He 
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* 
forth ſome G 


degree of Abaſement but that he ſhewed 
limpſe ot his Power and Godhead ; as 
when they came to take him, he forced them to go 


here, the Prophet never giveth a ſingle Scandal, 


but addeth ſome glorious Event and Effect of ir. 
| Obſerve then two 


parts. 
1f. Chriſt's Conflict. 
2. Chriſt's Conqueſt 


The Conflict is laſt 


in the Order of the Words, but firſt in order of 


Nature and Time. There obſerve that the Scan- 


1. His Death, He poured out bis Soul unto, Death. 
2. The Ignominy of it, He was numbred with 


3. 'The Cauſe of it, both of I 


4. The Prayer, Meekneſs 8 and Patience 1 


Tr 


eſſors. 


. For the 


there tis firſt hinted 


2. The Poſleſſion and Injoyment of the Son, 


| what the Father would give, and what the Son 


ſhall injoy : I will 


ive bim a Portion with the G 
Spoil with the Streng. Or i 


1. The ground of the Conqueſt, implied in 


2. The Donor or Author of it, Cad the Fa- 
of it, *twas done; God the 


3. The Reality 


14 ſhall 
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divide the Spoil wad . Strong. 3 
4. The Nature of the Conqueſt, tis expreſs? 
5. From whom he ſhall take them, from ghe 
Great and the Strong. 
6. — the 8 ae 1 admit 
into Copartnerſhipin the Conqueſt and Spoils, as 
implied in that Word with the Strang. how ar Fo 
we ſhall ſee by and by. Tho you may now gueſs 
at the Senſe of the Words by this Explication of 
them into their Parts, yet I ſhall give you ſome 


better Satisfaction about the Phraſes before I let | 


them paſs. | 

At this time I ſhall inſiſt upon the 
which as I have obſerved is laſt in Nature and 
Time, yet firſt in the Order of the Words. I 


mall pitch upon that now; and my firſt Endea- 


|  vour ſhall be to open it to you: for indeed tho 

moſt Interpretations in their Reſult and Effect 
come to the ſame thing, yet I find they do not 
make it ont one and the ſame way; ſo that the 
Phraſes need a Vindication. Conſider then, that 
the Intent of the Pro 


Victory and Triumph of the Meſffiab, which Vic- 
tory and Triumph is here ſet out by Terms pro- 
per to the Triumphs of Man. A General, when 
he hath ſcattered the Enemies, and driven them 


and divideth it amongſt his Followers. The di- 
_ viding of the Spoils is a ſign of Conqueſt, Pha- 
raab, when he promiſed himſelf Succeſs, Exod. 
15. 9. you know what he faith there, I wilt pur» 
ſue, I will overtake, I will divide the Spoil. That 
is the cuſtom of Conquerors: So one of Siſers's 

lother's Ladies, Hove they not ſped ? How Og 


phet here is to ſet out the 


out of the Field, ſecurely ſeizeth upon the Prey, | 


particularly. I will divide bm 4 Portion with the 


were for diſtributing the Booty, So the | 
Jſaiab ſpeaking of the glad Tidings of the Goſ- 
* pel, faith to thoſe that hear them, Iſa. 9. 3. They 
joy before God according to the Joy in Harveſt, and as 
Men rejoice when they divide the Spoil. So Chriſt is 
here ſet forth as a Conqueror, taking his Portion, 
| and dividing the Spoil. 5 
lifference inl@8ding the 


I confeſs there is ſome 
Words. Junius reads it, Partem eo dla, ut cum 
robuſtts partiatur Prædam; that he may divide 
tte Spoil with the Strong: Others, I will give 
bins the part of many, and be ſhall divide the Spoil of 
the Strong - Others, in many, and over the Strong, 
aus great Man, or as 4 ſtrong Man uſeth to do af- 
i ter Battel. I ſhall not intricate the Diſcourſe with 
theſe things, but by going over word by word 
make all plain. Tho for my part I conceive the 
 Phraſesare put here as common and in 
and only implying a Triumph. I will divide bim a 
| Portion with the Great, and divide the Spoil with the 
Strong e That you ſhall ſee him» as a great Con- 
| queror, and like the Kings and Potentates, and 
| the Great and ſtrong ones of the Earth, having 
2 part in dividing the Spoil. 
But it may be better to go over the Text more 


Great. He is ſpoken of in the former Verſes ; 
I will divide him a Portion, or give him a part 
with the Great, Barabim, with many; ſo it may 

ſignify, and implieth the Numerouſneſs of thoſe 


| that Chriſt ſhall gain to himſelf among the Na- 
| kons: Or the Great, that is, the Powerful, 


whoſe Power ruled the World. Not as if Chriſt. 
6 


— 
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ſhall 
Mark the 
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ne, becauſe I lay 
t prevail, k the Inference, 
. 9, 10. . became — to 


God 
bath exalted And vide 13. 32. tis 
1 x and federally, If 7 
A 1 the Earth : > ww 


is, if I be lifted up upon the 
have power to work the Hearts 
Nen to my Obedience. So that you ice Chriſt's 
Exaltation did not only imply his Humiliation, 
3s in ſome Places it only doth ; as Eph. z Now 
that be aſcended, what is it but that be alſo deſcend- 
ed firſt into the lower Parts of the Earth ? It not on- | 
ly neceſſarily implieth and preſuppoſeth it, but 
was caus d by it, and merited by it. Sa Rev. 5.9. 
Thou art worthy to tate the Book, and to open the Seals 
thereof, for thou waſt ſain, and baſt redeemed us to God 
by thy Blood. bag dogs apr that is, ow 
be; promiſes, and todo what was neceſſary 
illuminating of the Church. Chriſt's — 
and Exaltation was not only an Antecedent and 
a Conſequent, as ſome Divines 3.9, theſe 
| Places, and I my ſelf formerly have among 
] you; but asa Cauſe and Effect, as Merit and Reward. 
Calvin indeed judgeth it a curious Queſtion, Whe- 
ther Chriſt merired his Conqueſt and Trial? and his 
reaſons were, becauſe there is no expreſs Scrip- 
ture for it. But what ſhall we ſay then to __ 
cauſal Particles? But this he faith i 12 
gation to the Love of Chriſt, him eye 
himſelf in his 24 ſince tis ſaid, * 
Meſſiah ſhall be cut off, but not for bimſelf ; be 
eyed our Good 1 init, and not his own. 
I anſwer, it maketh much for our Comfort, 


that Chriſt had his Conqueſts, and * 


gef his Mediatorſhipin a wa wg and 
rit ; that tho all things are di d to us 
Chrilt juſtly. Tis true, as ir | 
Lala by divers Schoolmen, and as 
merely to the Glorification of Chriſt's 
e r 
appertaining tp our 
fort and Salvation between God and Chriſt in 
way of Rigor and Juſtice, ſo it mak th mach | 
our Comfort and Conſolation. 
Uſe 1. Here is a 
merited by Chriſt : Whats nothing to merit 


»J 
in Juſtice to Chriſt to do all theſe things 
You have a double Claim in God, y 


you, and of his Juſtice ingaged by the Merits of 
Chriſt for you. Things are not now uncertain, 


Graceand Glory, andevery good thing 
You cannot hope to prevail over ——. Loc Oo 


bath indented with Chriſt ; _—— 
vide a Portion with the Great, and divide the Spoil 


rit to draw you to Chriſt; theſe are great C 
| forts, but not for you: But if Ibe lifted up, I wi 
draw all Auen after me. Chriſt merited that Pri- 


* 
4 
8 k 5 
* 


ſealing of your Comfort,it was 1 


Chrift hath merited ſuch a Capacity as to beſtow 


— RR _W n > 
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F vilege by his Sufferings. You cannot open the 
1 = neither can you find - ny Oy ing in your 
| ſelves to incourage you to ſuch a 14 N 
lege; no more indeed you 12 not find any 
Merit in your ſelves, but feek it in another. 
Chriſt was worthy, for he was ſlain ; and if you 
are Chriſt's, and Chriſt be yours, you are wor- 
| thy, for you have his Merit, tho none of your own. 
2. If the ground of Chriſt's Triumph were 
his Death and Sufferings, then here is great Com- 
fort to you in all your inward and outward A- 
| baſements: Here is a double Comfort, one to allay 
| Fear, and the other to incourage Hope. To al- 
4 ly Fear : be not diſmayed, great Abaſements 
'* uſually go before Glory. And then to incourage 
Hope; the greateſt Abaſements will turn to the 
. greateſt Glory. Chriſt's Death and Sufferings 
1 were not only the Antecedent, but the Cauſe of 
bis Conqueſt and Exaltation. Therefore I will di- 
| vide bim à Portion with the Great. Conſider with 
| your ſelves; 
1. Great Abaſements often 20 before Glory : 
This was the Diſpenſation God uſed to Chriſt ; 
| Luke 24. 26. Ougbt not Chriſt to ſuffer theſe things, 
and then to enter into Glory? and will not you take 
it well at the Hands of God to drink of Chriſt's 
Cup, to be firſt crowned with Thorns before you 
de crowned with Glory, to be humbled before con- 
_  verted; to be ſlurred with the Biſhop's Coal · duſt 
before you be ſhining Platters upon God's Shelf, 
as that Martyr faid ; to be full of Wants before 
you be full of Chriſt ? What is your Abaſement ? 
If you look inward, you have a vile Heart, a --< 
- naked Soul, no Grace, but much 
| tion; therefore there are ſome Hopes of Crum 
| when you find your ſelf 0 as the Woman of 
| Canaan 
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ana maketh it a Motive, Mu. 15. 27. O be 
not diſcouraged ! bleſſed be God, he that 


hombleth hiniſelf ſhall be exalted. There is ns 


Sentence repeated ſo often in the New Teſta- 
ment as that, Prov. 13. 33. Before Honour is Hu- 
mility. This ig the Lord's courſe, to make us 
88 and then rich in Grace. But is the 
rouble outward ? Are you low in the World, 
of baſe account and eſteem ? O remember, Jeſus 
Chriſt was firſt accounted a Glutton, 4 Wine: 
bibber, one that had a Devil in the Eye of the 
World, and then had a Name above all Names. 
Adordecai was firſt envied for ſitting at the King's 
— the King's Horle. Jo 
tting upon the King's was brought 
from a large — to the very Duſt, becauſe 
God oe" vr his latter End more than his Be- 
ginning, Job 42. 12. As Samuel faith to 
1 Sam. 15. 17. When thou waſt little in 2 
Hebt, waſt thou made the Head of the Tribes of Iſra- 
el. It * be God hath more eminent Pro- 
vidences for you after your great Abaſement. 

2. This ſhould be fo far from being a Diſcou- 
ragement, that tis a ground of Hope: Uſually 
.vie get great - by our Sufferings. Con- 
ſider, the Conflict of Chriſt upon the Croſs; his 
Croſs was his Triumph; like Sampſon be deſtroy- 
ed more Enemies at his Death, than in all his 


Life; his Croſs was his Chariot of 2 


TS. becauſe made wo ſmall. . Jam. 
1. 9. Let the Brother of low degree rejoice in that_ be is 
exalted. Your Abaſement is your 
Exaltation. 2 Cor. 1. 3. eee 


his Adverſary with 


„ © © Wer wars ma os we. 


Preferment and 


1 _=_ I race : This is 55 


-4 am, and it was meet it ſhould be ſo. 
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FT ghound in in, o 
| D rr 


| _ their ſpiritual Abaſe- 
8 
ho- 
Paul was the more fervent and 
with God in Prayer, becauſe of the Mes- 
ſenger of Satan, 2 Cor. 12. 10. David came to 
| namber the People, and by that means came to 
} know where the Temple ſhould be built, which 
he ſo earneſtly deſired to know. Hezekiab was 
more humble for his Fall, 2 Chron. 32. 31. He 
knew all that was in his Heart. But eſpecially it 
[ — in outward A they are 
more Good to their Souls. The ſetting 
y-Star maketh way for hy uy 
loſs of ſome 4 
t Conſolation in Jeſus Chriſt. 
I ſhall now come to the Author and Donor, 
the Father: I will divide 4 Portion with the 
. =Y 
Doc. That the Power and Majeſty whereby Jeſus 
;briſ® overcame his Enemies, was by the Gift and 
of the Father. Pſal. 110. 1. The Lord 
[ ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my Right Hand until 
Idee made thine Enemies thy Footſtool - That is, 
God the Father ſaid to Chriſt. And Pſal. 2.6. / 
laue ſet my King upon my boly Hill of Zion. Chriſt 
g of God So the Father hath 


4 both in Heaven and Earth. Chriſt's Power was gi- 
The 


gas AA Pretlical Expoſition n ; 

T be Condition on God the Father's part was to 

| honour the Son for the Elect's ſake ; and the Son 
had glorified the Father, Jobn 17. 4. by virtue of 
the Compat and Agreement between them. 
And beſides, we could not take ſo much Comfort 
in the Advancement of Chriſt, unleſs we had the 
Conſent of the Father. The Love of every Per- 


ſon was to appear tothe Creature, eſpecially the 


ſult being againſt the Father: hence it is ſo often 
faid, That be bath given bim a Name above al 
Names; That be bath put all things in Subje@ion. 
And therefore®tis a mighty Pledg of God's Love 


to the Creature, and of what God will do 


for vs, now our Nature is advanced to ſuch high 
and glorious Privileges. Not only God the Son 


Perſon, but God the Father was willing to doit. 
Uſe 1. To direct vs to ſtick to God's choice 
and a 
—x — Luke 22. 29. I ap- 
| point unto you 4 Kingdom, as my Fatber hath appoint- 
2. Kingdom. And therefore we ſhould 
honour him, and acknowledg no other. 


choſe Adam a Wife in Paradiſe, and he choſe a 


 Husband to the Church, who is Bone of 
Bone: and therefore we ſhould honour him as 
Captain of our Salvation. Now God hath 


- 
x 


Love of the offended Perſon; Sin in its laſt Re- 


was willing, whoaſlumed our Nature in his own 
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ppointment, he hath honoured Jeſus Chriſt | * 


F whom God hath 

anew honour jeſus Chriſt, when your Dependance 
on him is according to 'the Honour the Father 
hath put upon him. 2 Sam. 16 18. As Huſhai 
Whom the Lord ſhall chooſe, bis will I be, and 
with bim will I abide. God the Father hath choſen 
um; look to him as your Head, King, and Huſ- 
band, as the Captain of your Salvation, the An- 
thor and Finiſher of your Faith. God hath divi- 

ded him a Portion with the Great. 

2. It teacheth us to glorify the Father in our 
Thoughts, Expreſſions and Aﬀections, for the 
| Honour that he hath put upon Jeſus Chriſt. The 
_ | Perſon that is moſt in our Eye uſually intercepts 
| all the Love and Praife of the Creiture. Tho 
I you can never enough hononr and magnify the 
Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, yet do not exclude the 
Perſon of the Father. The Perſons in the Trini- 
ty mutually glorify one another, and why ſhould 
| notwe? Inevery glorious Manifeſtation of the 
| Power of Chriſt, ſend up a thankful Thought, 
ſome Acknowledgment of Love and Praiſe to the 
| Father. As Paul, Rom. 7. 24, 25. Who ſball de- 
liver me from the Body of this Death 2 I thank God 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. *Tis accompliſhed 
by the Power God hath put upon Jeſus Chriſt. 
0 upon what Terms the Scripenres do pitch all 
Comfort and tion upon the Perſon of 


Chriſt; 2 Cor. 1. 20. For all the Promiſes of God © 


in bim are Yea, and in bim Amen, unto the Glory 
God by ws. Thais We ron why bl i in Chriſt. 
80 Phil. 2. 11. Aud that every Tongue [hould confeſs 


Mark, the Perſon of Chriſt can never be 
in our Thoughts, nor mentioned in our 
aa. as. 


— 
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appointed. Tou do as it were 


2 is Lord, to the Glory wy of God the Fa- 
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of the Father. As often as you remember the 
Work of your Redemption, remember the Work - 
of the Father, and then you will find your Hearts 
raiſed in Thankfulneſs and Love to him. Chriſt 
himſelf when he ſaw poor Souls receive the Gol. 
pel, tho he faith there the power of dif 
was committed to him, Mat. 11. 25. —_— 
with 27. yet he ſaith, Father, I thank thee that thou 
baſt revealed it to them. See if your Hearts be 
raiſed and raviſhed within you with this Eternal 
and free Love of God te the Glory of the Fa- 
ther. 
3. Tis a great ground of Truſt and Confi- 
dence, when you go to God in Prayer to turn our 
Captivity, for Power againſt your ſpi Ad- 
verſaries, as Sin, Satan, Fears of Death, and Hell; | 
or earthly ones, as unjuſt and tyrannous Incroack. | 
ments without, Urge it to God, did not he di- 
vide Chriſt a Portion with the Great? You deſire | 
but to exalt the King of his own making, a King 
upon his holy Hill. Was it not thine own Grant 
and Donation? When we come and urge Gods 
on Acts upon him, and urgeth it to God, you 
ſhall ſee he will own them. The Apoſtle ally 
deth to that of the Pſalms; in Heb.2. 8. Thou ddt 
83 of thine Hands, thou baſt put 
in ſubjection under bis Feet, And why 
my ies? But alas, we 
ſee not yet all things put rover Ton, 39 
yet made good to our Senſe and Exper 
Luſts are ſtirring and Satan buſy. — a 
thou not ſay, that all things ſhould be put under 
him? Go to God, 2 | 
own Appointment. | 1 


5 
; | 
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| in the Mountains, What Honour could Saul 
| toſeek a Flea, or hunt a Partridg in the Moun- 
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I now come to the third Particular, and that 
is the Reality of this ſt; it was not only 


promiſed by God the Father, but God the Son 
| was polleſſed of it. He ſhall divide the Spoil with 
| the Strong. 


Doct. That the Lord Jeſus was 4 Glorious Con- 


* Dividing of the Spoil is the Effect of a ſure 
great Conqueſt, You may perceive that in 
all reſpects it maketh a Victory glorious. You 


| know the Eminency of ir lieth in theſe four 


1. Either in the Power of the Adverſaries. 
There is no Triumph in prevailing over weak 
things; 1 Sam. 26. 20. For the King of Iſrael is 
come out to ſeek a Flea, as one doth hunt a Partri 


1 


tains, to chaſe Hares or Harts ? * 
2. By the Unlikelihood of the Means. A 
thouſand Men were ſlain by the Jaw-bone of an 
Af, by the Hands of Sampſon; and a numerous 
Hoſt diſcomfited by Gideon's Pitchers, and three 
hundred Lamps: ſuch things as theſe mike the 


1 Succeſs memorable. 


3. The Manner or Nature of the victory. 
Total Defeats are moſt noted. A flight Hurt or 
ſome petty Bruſh is nothing, as Amalel's falling 


upon the weak Rear, and putting the hindermoſt 


Straglers to Shame, what's that? The Conqueſt 
is not compleat till there be a Diſſipation and 
Diſſolution of the whole Force that is againſt us. 
4. A Conqueſt is glorious in the Effects or 
Reſult of it. If it be of great Importance and 


Conſcqueiice to the good of a People, when Feats 


Min 2 are 


found in the 


Ile ſpoil'd Princ ipalities and Powers. The evil An- 
gels by reaſon of their Power and Prevalency in 
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are removed, and Privileges are granted and en- 
lirged, Spoilers taken, a Kingdom ſubdued; 
theſe things make for the Glory of the Victory. 
And therefore let us ſee if fuch things be not 
Conqueſt of Chriſt. There are 
ſtrong Adverſaries and weak Means; glorious 


Atchievements, and great Effects, and Fruits ot 


this Conqueſt, for the benefit of the Faithful; 
and therefore he was a glorious Conqueror. 


1ſt. The Adverfaries, they are mighty, they are 


always expreſſed by ſuch Notions as do imply 
great Strength and Power. Col. 2. 15. tis faid, 


aud with the World, are expreſſed by that Name 
Principalities and Powers. So Eph. 4.18. He led 
Captivity captive; that is, he captivated Ene- 
mies, ſuch as are apt to bring us into Bonda 

'Tis as much as if it were ſaid, he prevailed over 


Vifory, he led Captivity it ſelf captive. And | 


he is called the Strong Man, Luke 11. 21. 

But let us a little more particularly conſider 
the Enemies, and then we ſhall ſee how much they 
add tothe Glory and Renown of the Conqueſt. 

1. There is the Devil, who is a powerful Ad- 
verſary: He cauſeth great Diſturbance to the 
People of God, either to the Called or Uncalled. 
He either accuſeth us, or ſolliciteth us to Evil: He 
accuſeth the Called and Converted, and fo filleth 
their Souls with diſquieting doubtful Thoughts. 
Ay, but the Prince of this World is judged, John 16. 


11. God hath condemned him for an Accuſer, 


God hath condemned him for condemning you ; 
and when he cometh to reſiſt you at the time you 
are about the Work of God, Judgment is paſt 
upon the Liar who would cauſe you to misjudg 


eo onwooypww OT AY PV US DESSTFULT'S < 


* 
a cc... „ rer fwd oo. 


Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, and erects ſtrong 
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I your ſelves. Sometimes he ſolliciteth to Evil, in- 
| jets carnal and provoking Thoughts. Ay, but 
Satan is rebuked; Zach. 3. 2. And the Lord ſaid 
unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee. There is Grace 
to check and him. But Satan chiefly 
worketh upon the uncalled People of God, Men 
in their Unregeneracy and ſinful Eſtate ; he poſ- 
' | feſſeth their Hearts, and worketh in the Children 

| of Diſobedience, Eph. 2. 3. detaining them in 
$ Blindneſs, captivates and ſubjects them to the 
I Powerof their Luſts, and fo by this means poſ- 

| ſeſſeth the moſt part of the World by Ignorance 
| and Superſtition, or elſe cauſeth them to hold the 


Folds, partly by Ignorance, partly by Error and 
Superſtition, and partly by Luſts and violent 
Temptations, which hedarts forth that he may 
keep the World in his Obedience. But now the 
Prince of this World is caſt out, John 12. 31. Sa- 
tan is diſpoſſeſſed, and his Power vacated, his 
| Rule diſannulled; great Pan is dead, being like 
| Dagon brought upon his Face in thepreſence of 
| the Ark: And fo ſome Stories ſay, the Idols were 
| overturned at the time of Chriſt's Birth. Cer- 
| tain we are, ſpiritually *tis true, if not fulfilled 

| inaliteral Miracle. Thus Satan is an Enemy. 
2. The Law, that was an Enemy as It con- 
| demns us; the Law of Ordinances was againſt us. 
| Now Chriſt hath aboliſf'd it ſo far as it was con- 
trary, and prejudicial to our Acceptance with 
God, as it —_ for our Diſcomfort and Con- 
demnation, and bound us to Wrath, and to ſuch 
Obedience as could not be fulfilled by us : Col. 2. 
14. Blotting out the band-writing of Ordinances that 
was againſt us, which was contrary to us; and took it 
| out of the way, nailing it to bis Croſs. Chriſt con- 
Mm 3 tended 
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tended with the Law, and took us out of the 
hands of it, abrogated the Curſe and Rigor of it. 
Alas, we were all a Prey to the Law, till Chrift 
did ariſe and plead onr Cauſe, and removed the 
Curſe and the Difficulties of Obedience, and 


by God's Appointment, and it may be thought 
much that God ſhould abrogate his own Law. 
Chriſt was not only to deal with Rebels, but with 


his Father's Appointments, that he might aboliſh | 


them ſo tar as there was any Enmity and Contrari- 
ety in them to our Good. 


3. Death and Hell ; I join them both together, 


becauſe the Scripture doth fo often. Of all Ene- 
mies theſe are the moſt potent and ſevere, yet 


are qrercome by Chriſt. Chriſt conquering the 


made the craggy Hill to become a Plain to us; 
he flew the Enmity by his Croſs, Eph.2.16. Now | 
as great an Enemy as the Law was to us, it was | 


' 
C 
( 


> 


Law, muſt needs conquer Death. The Sting of | 


Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the Lan. 


By Chriſt Death is made a Fiiend, as Haman ſerv'd 3 


Mordecai; it doth but help vs to Honour and Ad- 
vancement : 1 Cor. 15. 54. Death is fwallow'd 19 
in Victory, deſtroyed and brought to nothing. 


We may outdare Death, it cannot harm us, it 


doth but mid wife us into Glory. And then for 


Hell, the Mouth of it is ſhut up fo, that it ſerveth | | 


only as an Aggra vation of our Mercies. Rev. 20. 


eſurrectian, over ſuch the ſecond Death bath 6 
power. 2 Tim. 1. 10. He bath aboliſhed Death, o- 


g. Bleſſed and Holy is be that bath part in the firſ | 


verthrew it. When the Fears of Death incroach | 


upon our Spirits, you may ſee a Stone rolled 


on the Mouth of Hell by Jeſus Chriſt ; Rev. 1. 18. 


I am alive for evermore, and bave the Keys of Death | 


gud Hell, And Rev. 20. 14; Death and Hell 91 


_— 
us. 
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Caſt into the Lake of Fre. What Comfort is this 
for thoſe that have an Intereſt in Chriſt, that 


| Chriſt, haththe Keys of Death and Hell! 


4. The Fleſh. is a Boſom-Enemy, 
that inſinuates with us, and worketh upon us in 
our moſt pleaſing Deſires; Rom. 8. 7. The carnal 
Mbnd is Exmity to God. And Gal. 5. 17. The Fleſh 
lufteth againſt the Spirit. Tis a great trouble to a 
Heart: tho it be Fleſh, as dear to us as 
our own Skin, yet 'tis a Thorn in the Fleſh, a 
great -Cumber to a gracious Heart. Nebemiab 
was very much troubled with his Adverfaries, be- 


_ cauſe divers about him that abode with him "held 
ſecret Correſpondence with his Enemies, NVebem. 
8. 18. So we carry ſomewhat about us that com- 


plies with Satan; rebellious Luſts, and vitious 


Affections, and proud Thoughts ſwarm in our 
Hearts, to the Aicdain of the Yoke of Chriſt : 


mg down Imaginations, and 


every 
gh ting thr xa it ſelf againſt y 
into captruity to 
Chriſt, But tis E Rom. 8. 3. 
* bis own Son in the Likeneſs of ſinful 
Fleſh, and for Sin condemned Sin in the Fleſh. O 
Beloved, Sin in your Fleſh is rooted in your cor- 


the Obedience 


rupt Deſires ; but *tis a condemned thing, and it 


will be executed. Mat. 12: 20. A bruiſed Reed 
Flax ſhall be not 
quench, till be bring forth Judgment unto Victory. 
He will make the Croſs triumphant. 

The World, take it either for the Baits 
a  Allurements, or the Concernments and In- 
tereſts of it, ariy thing that may be dangerous to 


open Jn dwg ng Hop But Chriſt 


hath overcome the Malignity of it, Chriſt would 
es — 3 John 16.33. - 


1 


% A Proftical Expoſition upon | 
. of good cheer, I bave overcome the World. 
dal not ſeparate no mot e than Depth 
Favour nor F Pn hath taken aw 
Noxiouſneſs and Harm of every thing 
de propounded to us. — 
6. All the adverſe Powers in the World 
ith 


Power: Rev. 1. 1 
the Lamb; that 6, the King 


is 2 great Terror, Nase 83 | 
Arr. 
iſt. 


rity, and Strength combined againſt 


Pal. 1 10. 6. He ſhall wound the Heads over many 
Countries, and ſtrike t 


therefore, O ye Kings; be inſtruSed, ye 
Eartb ren : Serve the Lord wth Fer, and rice with 
Trembling. Kiſs the Son, leſt be be angry, 
periſh from the way, oben ba Wrath is ki 
little. Bleſſed are all they that put their Truſt in bim. 
A little Wrath will deſtroy a 
Sometimes our Enemies are enrage 
Herod being vexed at the Wiſe Mens 
vowed Revenge; But, abi, be condd | 
come Chriſt in his Cradle. What will they 
now be bs a on, one of their = pug. 4 
124. 3 ſwallowed us 1 
IWrath was kindled againſt us; 
Courage is heightned by Wrath. 2 1 7 
Surely the Wratb 2 Man ſhall — thee; i. e. 
ſhall keep an Holy Day. This Wrath ſhall ſerve 
the Deſign of Chriſt; for God will make every 
Riff Knee to bow, Phil. 2. 10. Alas, Fear ſur- 
prizeth us when a provoked Enemy cometh with 
a before hin” if like a Flood he would bear 
him. Lai cccaſion a day of 
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brough Kings in the day of bis || 
Wrath. And Pſal. 2. 10, 11, 12. Be wiſe now 


Judges of the | 


at Perſon. | 
Words, he | 
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I praiſe toGod. And then Tometimes your Ene- 
mies are advantaged with Wit, Wealth, and 
| outward Sufficiencies and Supplies: Luke 16. I. 
The Children of this World are wiſer in their Gene- 
ration than the Children of Light moxe 
 dexterous in the Courſe of their And 


F 


F 


fr 


| full of politick 
j thing: Jobs. 
| Craſtmeſs. 


, but they are 
are advantaged with 
ice, and ſtored with all 
Enemies, whoſe Oppoſition | 
FP z the Devil, the 
| Law,Death,and Hell, the Fleſh and the World,and 
all the adverſe Powers 
| combined againſt 
- Spoil, no Prey, no Kingdom, no Saints, till 
| had combated with theſe Enemies ; their Oppo- 
tion addeth to the Renown of the 
| 29. Let us look to the Means: the Weapons 
af this Warfare are not carnal ; that is, there's 
| . lit de in them. Look 


nes oc 7 


of Death, that is, the Devil. i 

his Sting, *Tis obſervable, that the Scri 
twice or thrice mentioneth it as a remarkable 
Circumſtance, that Chriſt triumphed in his Croſs; | 
Col. 2. 15. Triumphing over them in it. So Eph. 2. 

16. Having flais Enmity t 5 that is, 
Croſs, ſpoken of before, when 


was ſlain him- | 
ſelf. His Croſs is in two Places expreſſed by 
lifting up; John 3. 14. Even ſo the Son of 
Hall be liftcd up. And John 12. 32. AndT, if Ihe | 
lifted up from the Earth. Indeed it was his Prefer. 
ment and Exaltation. 1 
2. By the Word of the Croſs, called the Foo- | 
liſpneſs of Preaching. Pal. 8.2. Out of the Mouths | 
| of Babes and Sucklings thou baſt ordained Strength. 
Weak Men, whoſe Strength is in their Meſrab, 

may bring Men upon their Faces by a Sermon. 
I Cor. 14. 25. And thus are the Secrets of bis Heart © 
made manifeſt ;, and falling down upon bis Face, be | 

will worſhip God, and report, ſaying, God it in you 
of a Truth. And recover the World unto bis 
© Obedience by theſe Arts; Mat. 4. 23. Jeſus went 
| about preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom. And his 
| Kingdom is gained by that, and it maketh much | 


J 


for the heightning of the Conqueſt. . | 
5 7 By his Spirit; — ny A nor 
A great Force, but ſecret and undiſcerned; migh- 


ty to humble, mighty to comfort, mighty to con- 
| vert and ſave. e | 


Prayers, and all the Efficacy of Chriſt's Death 


NN NAFTA | 


 forter. All the actual Appticationis by 


you, Well then, 


take in other things, 
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an, 
0 Saran, even the Lord that bath choſen Jeruſalem, 
rebuke thee. Chriſt prayeth Satan into 
All the Merit of Chriſt is made effectual by his 


and Satisfaction is applied and conveyed to us 
by the Spirit. And thereby we have the ſpiritual 
Virtue r Chriſt's Prayers; John 14. 16. I will 
ray the Father, and be will ſend ycu another Com- 
the Po. 
er of the Spirit, obtained by the Interceſſion of 
Chriſt: Luke 17. 20, 21. The Kingdom of God 
cometh not with Obſervation, neither ſhall they ſay, 
lo here, lo there - Bebold, the Kingdom of God is within 
theſe are the Arts and Engines 
that Chriſt uſeth for the gaining of the World 
and ſpoiling of his Adverſaries ; his Death, his 
Word, | his Spirit obtained by his Prayer. Some 
ſometimes God ruineth them 
by themſelves, Satan by his own Inſtruments, by 
their Subtilty, and ſometimes other ways : but 
the cauſe and greund of all are theDeath, and 
Prayers, and Spirit of Chriſt ; there lieth his 
Strength, and this is a ſtrange and glorious Con- 
30. The Manner or Nature of the 
how *tis atchieved and accompliſhed. See what a 
Conqueſt it is. . | 


L. The 
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$49 Practical — — 
| 1. The Enemies are overcome, and 
broken ; there's a total Diſlipation of all the Pow. 
ers of Darkneſs. 'Tis expreſſed in Scripture by 
bruifing the Head of Satan, Gen. 3. 15. Chriſt re. 
ceived a ſlight hurt in the Conflict; his Heel was 
bruiſed, but the Serpent's Head is broken. 
John 3.8. The Son of Man came to diſſolve the Works 
of the Devil, All the Fabrick of Iniquity is analy- 
Ted, and diſſolved, all the Webs and Plots of 


| Wickednefs are unravelled. The Dragon is cat 


ont; Rev. 12. 9. being combated by Michael 
and his Angels, "Sin is condemned in the Fleſh, 
Rom. 8. 3. Corruptions captivated, 2 Cor. 10. 5. 
The World overcome, Jobs 16, 33. Wicked 
and adverſe Powers and Dominations in the 


World broken to pieces, and grounded to Pow. 
and forced to yield tothe Uſes 


der, or elſe 
and Glory Chriſt. 
2. Not barely overcome and diſſipa ted, 
that were much, but ſpoiled and rifled. Chriſt 
hath divided the Prey ; Col. 2. 15. And baving 
ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, be made a Shew of 
— by diſar ſtrong Man, and dividing 
iſarming the ſtrong Ma iv 
his Lucke 11. 22. God hath ſpoiled and 
we Sous of the Sore thet were token 
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God. The Nations are got f 
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So Death and 22 
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over them init. They are 
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| þ fear of Death were all their Life-time ſubje# 
* They durſt not think of Judgment 
nd Hell, becauſe Satan had them in his power as 
God's Executioner. But now, faith Chriſt, I haue 
the Keys of Death, the World is deſpoiled of all 
its Wit, Wealth, Glory and Power : Theſe are 
made to ferve the Uſes of Chriſt, being recovered 
| ont of the Chains of wicked Men; Aficab 4. 13. 
IA thou ſhalt beat im pieces many Nations, and 
ſhalt conſecrate their Gain unto the Lord, and their 
' Subſtance unto the Lord of the whole Earth. Zach. 
14. 14, 20. The Wealth of the Nations ſhall be ga- 
thered together. And upon the Bells of the Horſes 
| andthe Pots in Jeruſalem, there ſhall be written, Ho- 
| lineſs to the Lord. All this is done fo clearly to the 
Eye of Faith, that they do even ſee Chriſt tri- 
umphing. Iſa. 63. 1. Who is this that cometh from 
| Edom, with dyed Garments from Bozrah ? This that 
| is glorious in bis Apparel, travelling in the Greatneſs 
| of bes Strength ; I that ſpeak in Rig ſs, mighty 


3. Such a Victory as endeth in a folemn Tri- 
umph. As Conquerors in publick view carry d 
their Spoils and their Enemies tied to their Chari- 
ots, ſo Chriſt would expoſe them to open ſhame. 
| Therefore tis faid, Eph. 4. 8. He led Captivity 
| captive, as it were in Triumph, as you do mana- 
. cled Priſoners. So Col. 2. 15. He made a ſhew of 
ten openiy; he put open ſhame. How 
fo? beforeGod and the Eyes of Believers. We 
may fee the triumphant i i 


K A Praffical Expoſition s 
— as it were call upon yotr Souls, c 


look, here is Satan diſarmed, Death unſtinged, 
Hell ſhut up, 


Wrath fatisfied, the Law's Cark: and Rigpe ta 
ken out of the way, heady Enemies deſpoiled and 
diſcouraged, the World ſubdued and brought to 


my 
that you ſee the 


ohjed. M oy, 7 fed me of 
But you will lay, J feel none of theſe 
is; why 00 the Banks ſo buſy and cumberſome 
2 if totally diſſipated by Chriſt > 

I anſwer briefly, in theſe Conſiderations. 

1. *Tis true in Faith, tho not in Senſe and 
Feeling, that theſe Adverſaries received their 
Death's-wound at the Death of Chriſt ; this was 
done in the Merit of Chriſt, and in God's Decree 
and Ordination. Chriſt was 
Promiſe of having 
to divide the 
were put under his Feet; the Crown was put 


upon the Head of Jeſus. Chriſt, tho it be not ef- 
made out to Senſe. There is the Ob- 
jection from Senſe. Heb. 2. 8. But now we ſee nt 


fectuall 


all tbings- put under bim. 


2. Tho it be fo that theſe things are left for a 
while, it is partly to exerciſe our Souls, and to 


draw forth the Life of our Graces. 
keeps 
Thorn in the Fleſh, 
buffet him, leſt he ſhould be — 


Oppoſition 
the Soul humble and wakeful. Paul had a 


if we will enter into the Battel, and 


maintain and combat againſt the Enemies of | 
— thankful 


: And partly 
for cur Deliverance 
D 


to make us the more 


with the | 
| Feeling | 


and [ have the Keys ; Sin is manacled, | 


or forced to ſerve my Glory. 80 


poſſeſſed of this 
a Portion with the Great, and 
Spoil with the Strong: All things 


= we OoowmaTt tg) MERnMHUPPRSC win TB T8 


and a Meſſenger of Satan to 
ſure, 2 Cor. 12. 7. *Tis partly to prove us, to ſee 
powerfully 


by Chriſt. Chriſt was tempt- 
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'| touched with a Feeling 
| rhe Greatneſs of Chriſt's Love to us. Experience 
maketh us the more ſenſible how it would have 


of our Infirmiti 


and that we might be 
Chriſt's and 


teen with us, if we had not been freed by the 


| | con of God. O when we are a little ſcorched 


- | with Wrath, when me tug with Sin, we may be- 


L 5 Burning : How would it have been if Chriſt 
not died for us ? So when there are Difficulties 


| power to 


map give us cauſe to g 
| occaſion ſuch Supplies and Comforts from 


gin to think, what it is to dwell with everlaſti 


hat ſhould we have done with theſe 
if it had not been for our Zerubbabel 2 
giveth us the beſt ſenſe of things, 
ſaw fit to continue theſe — 4 
s tis ſaid of DaniePs 


Pet i Fa i be ths wil harm 
2 Nothing eparate you the Love of 
Neither Death, nor Hell, nor 
u hall prejudice the Salvation of the Elect; Sa- 
er ruin, Death cannot difannul it; Hell 

norig 


and Sin hath no reign ; the World 
| they cannot conquer us. a 
3. Tho continued, they cannot harm us, ra- 
ther they may do us good: Even Sin and Satan 
lory in * 2 Cor. 
12.10, To boaſt of our Weakneſs: 22 


but certain we are they cannot hurt our Souls, 


nor hinder our Salvation. 


4. The Work will be thoroughly and com- 
pleatly done e er long; our Comforts and Hopes 
in Chriſt will prove ſure. Rev. 12. 11. They 0s 


Vercame by the Blood of the Lamb. We do not as 
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| Thoſe that are molt proper are theſe. 


1. The Baniſhment of diſtracting Fear. Holy 
Fear remaineth; but that natural Fear which 
would diſtract and perplex the Soul, is gone. 
The Apoſtle ſi eats, #{b. 2. 15. of ſome, who 
| ar of Death were all their life-time ſubje& to 
e. There is a natural Fear in us, tho not 


always felt; yet *tis ealily awakened, fo as we 


could not think of Death, or Hell, or judgment, 


dut it filled us with a great deal of Terror: But 


now a Child of God hath a great deal of Cou- 
rage and Boldneſs, he may remember it to in- 


| creaſe his Joy and Praiſe. Hecan play upon the 
Hole of the Cockatrice : Death and Hell may ag» 


gravate his Mercies, but cannot increaſe his Fears. 


| Sothat they are fitted for the worſt Condition, 


and the greateſt Duty; Pſal. 23.4. Tho I walk 
through the Valley of the Sbadom of Death, I will 


' fear mo Evil. They aie fitted for the foreſt 


Suffering and the greateſt Service, In the 


| foreſt Affiction they may be comforted ; Hell- 


gates are ſhut, and Chrift hath locked them up. 
So for the greatelt Service: Luke 1. 74,75. That 


being delivered out of the hands of our Enemies, we 


| 


' | might ſerve bim without Fear in Hol:neſs an Righe 


teouſneſs before bim all the days of our Life. *Tis a 
mighty weakening to the Hands of the Soul in 


Duty, when we ponder upon the danger and diffi- 


cult&s, and the powerful oppoſition we ſhall meet 
with in the ways of Grace. Ay, but now we may 
ſerve him without Fear; Chriſt hath conquered 


Death and Hell, Luſts and Fears: We can the 


better bear Afflictions now they are unſtinged, 
and their Venom taken away. We can the bet- 
ter go through Duty, the Joy of the Lord may 
be our Strength, the Enemies are faln before us. 
Na 2. 'Tiy 
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2. Tis an Incouragement to the ſpiritual Con: | 


flit. The difficulty of things amuſeth the 
Heart, and cauſeth the Spirit to faint and melt 
within vs. Thus vigorous Oppoſition within, 
without Giants and the Sons of Anal, Satan and 
wicked Men, our own Hearts and all are againſt 
us. O but de not diſmayed, you are ſure to over- 
come, you fight againſt a manacled Enemy, a na- 
ked Enemy, a vanquiſhed Enemy. Mice may 
trample upon a dead Lion, and the feebleſt 


Creatures inſult upon a dead Carcaſe. Will yon 


fear Satan in Chains? He is bound up; he was 
let looſe upon Chriſt, and hath been bound up ever 
fince. Be ftr 


Migbt, Eph. 6. 10. God is at our right hand, 
and ke will aſſiſt us in our Endeavours againſt Sa- 
tan. You may go on with Hope and Reſolution : 
Pſal. 110. 5. The Lord at thy Right band ſhall ſtrike 


through Kings in the Day of his Wrath. Hope of 
ucceſs is a Strength and Incouragement to an Un- 


dertaking. 

3. Here is Joy unſpeakable and glorious. 
Chriſt's Triumphs are our Joy. O what a Tri- 
umph, even to Exaltation, is it to fee Satan de- 
ſpoiled and trampled upon, Sin diſarmed, and 
Hell locked up! Luke 1. 47. My Spirit bath re- 


joiced in Cod my Sauiour. O you may triumph over 


the Powers of Darkneſs: Ifa. 5. 11. Therefore 
tbe Redeemed of the Lord fhall return, and come with 


fenging unto Zion, and everlaſting Foy ſhall be upon 


their head : They ſhall obtain G ladneſs and Joy; and 
Sorrow and Mourning ſhall flee away. Why? be- 
cauſe the Lord hath ſmote Rabab, and wounded 
the Dragon. Spiritual Enemies being deſtroyed, 
* make our boaſt of Chriſt all the day 


4. Hopes 


ong in the Lord, and in the Power of bis | 
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4. Hopes of Glory. We ſhall er with 
him, and we ſhall reign with him: There is no- 
thing that can be noxious and hurtful to our Sal- 
vation. Chriſt will not leave till he hath ſettled 
nus upon his own 1 hrone; Rev. 3. 21. To him that 
dwercometh, will I grant to ſit with me on my Throne, 
even as J alſo overcame, and am ſat down with 
Father on his Throne, We ſhall have Fellowſhip 
| with Chriſt in his Glory, as Chriſt as Mediator 
|} had Fellowſhip with the Father's Glory. We 
ſhall have the Throne of Chriſt, as Chriſt has that 
of his Father. He led Captivity captive, and 
| thenaſcended 3 fo he will cauſe us to conquer and 
| overcome. Eph. 2.6. He hath raiſed us up together, 
| and made us ſit together in beavenly Places in Chriſt 
Jeſis. Conquerors enter after the Spoil into the 
| ſecure poſſeſſion of their Kingdoms; fo did Jeſus 
Chriſt, and fo ſhall we. | 

. Great Comfort accrueth and redoundeth to 
us by itz the very Exaltation of Chriſt is a great 
Comfort to us. We are happy in the Succeſs of 
our Prince, and we have Intereſt in a great Con- 
- queror, in Micbacl the great Prince, Dan. 12. 1. 
As Joſhua put his Feet upon the Necks of the 
Kings, Jeſbua 10. 24. So our Joſhua, our Jeſus, 
calleth to the Captains and Men of War wirn 


I him, to come and ſet their Feet upon the Necks 


of their Enemies. Nay the Apoſtle ſeemeth to 
| expreſs it, as if he did invelt us in a Surpluſage of 
| Privileges, Rom. 8. 37. Ve are more than Con- 
querors through bim that loved us. And 2 Cor. 2. 14. 
| Now Thanks be unto God who always caufcth us to 
triumph in Chriſt, We have ſuch a glorious Savi- 
dur as can help and ſtead his Followers. Theres 
fore you may be always boaſting, | 
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6. There is this Fruit and Effect of Chriſt +. 
Conqueſt, tis a Token, Earneſt, and Pledg of 


our Victory. Every thing is firſt done in Chriſt, 
then in us: He died, roſe and conquered, as our 
common Perſon ; John 16.33. Be of good cheer, 1 
baue overcome the World. What is that to ys? 
Chriſt hath overcome, and that is a ſign you ſhall 


overcome too; 1 John 5. 4. For whatſoever is born 


of God overcometh the World ;, and this is the Vict 
that overcometb the World, even our Faith. Firſt 


Chriſt, and then your Faith; there will ſome- 
portionably in your Souls: God | 


thing be done pro 


choſe him, therefore he is called bis Ele 


Iſa. 42. 1. And he hath choſen us; John 15. 16, | 


But | bave choſen you He calleth him. Chriſt 


took this Honour when called, then we : Chrift | 


dieth, and we die: He was juſtified in the Spirit, 
then he riſeth and aſcendeth ; ſo do we: he con- 

quereth, ſo do we. 
7, What Chriſt did in this 


Conqueſt, he did it 


for our ſakes: He'l have nothing but we ſhall | 
ſhare in it; if God give him a Portion with the | 
Great, hel divide it with the Strong: Lake 22, | 
as my Father 


29. I appoint unto you a Ki 
bath appointed unto me, Mark, Chriſt would have 


ycu have the ſame Privileges as he hath ; Jobs 12. | 


30. This Voice came not becauſe of me, but for you 


ſakes. Chriſt eyed us in his Actions: John 19,22. 


And the Glory which thou gaveſt me, I haue given 
them, that they may be one, even as we are on. 
Chriſt would have you come and ride with him 


in his triumphant Chariot, and ſpoil Principali- 


ties and Powers. 


8. Another Benefit is Uſefulneſs and Service- 
ableneſs of all that be fils us. Chriſt doth ſo ef- 
fect it, that all things work together for Good, 


Rom. 


- 
* 
* 
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tom. 8. 28. The crooked Sticks help to make 
the Faggot the more decent. You do not only 
get a Prey from Satan and your Sins, but they 
yield you ſome Good, and you may glory in Infir- 
mities, and deſire to cloſe with him, and cleave 
to him. 

Uſe. I did here and there interpoſe Matter ap- 
plicative ; but now I ſhall come to it more for- 
mally : The Uſes concern the People of God, 
or the Adverſaries of Chriſt. | 

iff, To the People of Chriſt : Behave your 


| ſelves towards him as a Conqueror. 


1. Get an Intereſt in him. O who would not 


ſtrive to get an lIatereſt in Chriſt, that he may 


have a ſhare in his Spoils? Who would not be one 
of the Angels and Followers of Aichacl, the 


| Great Prince? He preſerveth the Souls of bis Peo- 


ple, Pſal. 97. 10. There is Safety under the Sha- 
dow of his Wings. Therefore apply your Souls 
to this matter; you that think of Chriſt for a 
Lord, get your Intereſt cleared. The Soul is 


incumbred with Fears for want of clearing up its 
Right in Chrilt, and entertains theſe Comforts 
| with a looſe Heart for want of that. The Soul 


isapt to ſay, O if 1 were Chriſt's, then the mat- 


ter were at an end; and therefore get it clear'd 
up. How ſweetly then can you reaſon and argue, 
This is my Chriſt, this is he that died for me; 
whilſt others muſt be perſwaded to ſeek Chriſt, 
aud to cleave to him. We all deſire to be of the 
ſtrongeſt fide; conſider it, Jeſus Chriſt is a glorious 


Conqueror. 8 
2. Believe in him, and depend on him to poſ- 


| feſs your Souls of theſe glorious Privileges. Lu- 
ber faith, carnal Men hear theſe Comforts quaſs 


Sommanter, like golden Dreams, rare things, 
Nn 3 but 
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but preſented to Fancy rather than Faith. O fie 
up the large and ſure Apprehenſions of Faith. 
T heſc things require a wakeful and believing Soul, 
to ſee Chriſt conquering, triumphing, and ſpoil- 
ing the Powers of Darkneſs. Spiritual Conqueſts 


mult be diſcerned with a ſpiritual Eye; Luke 18. 


10. To yon tis given to know the Myſteries of the 
Kingdom. Other Men may hear them, but you 
know the Myſteries. O 'tis a great Privilege 
vouchſafed, that when others only hear the Voice, 
you ſee the Glory. You ſee him leading Cap. 
tivity captive ;z *tis in your Eye that the Powers 
of Darkneſs are put to an open Shame. You ſee 
the Conqueror coming from Bozra, the Blood 
of his Garments that cutteth off his Enemies ; 
all this is eaſily made out to your Faith. O there- 


fore depend upon him in all your Aſſaults and | 


Straits, do not think to help and relieve your 
felves by ycur own Wit and Parts; put forth 
Endeavours, but do not reſt in them; diſclaim 
your own Strength: Ia. 30. 15. For thus ſaith the 


Lord God, the Holy one of Iſrael, In returning and 


reſt ſhall ye be ſaved, in Quietneſs and in Confidence 
ſhall be your Strength. The leſs the Creature 
buſtles, and the more it believeth, the more 
ſafe, Pray and wait in Quietneſs and Confidence 
that you are ſafe. The Philiſtines placed much 
Confidence in their Goliab: O what Hopes will 
you pitch upon Jeſus Chriſt the great Conqueror ! 

3. Check vain Fears of Death and Hell, Sa- 


tan, Luſts, and the World. Alas, there is no 


more Spirit left in theſe things; they are like the 
Canaanites, which were ſtung by God's Hornets 
before the Iſraclites conquered them: 7 will ſend 
my Hornet before you. Fear palleſſed them, and 
zacn they were eaſily vanquiſhed, Chriſt hath 
EV ö 11 ; ay not 
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not only ſtung them, but broke them in pieces. 
Will you fear ſhattered Forces? Nay, Chriſt hath 
not only broken them, but diſarmed them, and 
not only diſarmed them, but bound them; and 
who would fear naked and chained Enemies? 
Children are frighted at the ſight of Enemies 
tho bound. O be not ſach Children in Grace 
You ſhall find often in Scripture, that this is 
brought in as a juſt Inference out of Chriſt's Con- 
queſt; Fear not, I have overcome the World. 
Some are careleſs, and fear nothing ; others that 
mind the Danger of their Souls, are very apt to 
be ſurprized with carnal Trouble when they 
think of Death, and Hell, and Wrath; and al- 
together it proveth a great Conſternation to their 
Thoughts: But be not troubled, Te believe in God, 
believe alſo in me, John 14. 1. When you think of 
God and Chriſt together, God ſatisfying, and 
Chriſt ſuffering ; O what an Amulet is there, 
what a Cordial for fainting Souls! Timorouſneſs 
in a Chriſtian is a Diſgrace to Chriſt. Under. 
ſtand what Fears I mean; not a cautelous Fear to 
avoid Sin, to ſhun Danger, to put us upon ſeaſo- 
nable Proviſions againſt Evil, but a perplexing 
Fear, ſuch as filleth the Soul with Amazement, 
Cautelous Fear maketh the Soul run to Chriſt, 
like Chickens under the Hens Wings : But the 
other Fear undervalueth the Conquelt of Chriſt, 
as if there were no hope for us in our God, and 


| no hope for us in our Saviour, + 


4. It preſſeth us to praiſe, honour and obey 
him. Conquerors merit of their Country; uſu- 
ally ſome Trophy and Statue is erected to their 
Memorial. O what Honour do you deviſe for 
Chriſt, now he hath conquered for you, now he hath 
recover'd a Church, and it may be your Souls = 


Nu 4 
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of the hands of Death, and Hell, and Satan, and 
defended you againſt ail the Malice of the 
World! When our Knees bow to Chrilt, our 
Mouths muſt confeſs him, Phil. 2. 10, 11. Fall 
down like the Elders before the Lamb with the 
Harps of God in your Hands, Rev. 5. 9. and 
give him Honour, and Bleſſing, and Praiſe. Da- 
did, when he had reſt from his Enemies, he 
thinketh of building God a Temple, 2 Sam. 7. 2. 
God hath given you Reſt, think of a Trophy for 
Cod. Honour him in yeur Expreſſions, Affecti- 
ons, and Converſations. Serve him now he hath 
ſet you free; youare his by right of Conqueſt: 
Paſs over into his Power and Love as Chriſt's. 
Rem. 7. 14. The Apoſtle ſpeaketh of himſelf in 
his natural Condition, I am carnal, fold under Sin. 
He alludeth to a Cuſtom among the Romans, who 
when Captives and Priſoners were taken in War, 
they were wont to ſell them to one another, as 
Captives under a Spear. Odo not hveas carnal, 
and for the Uſes and Advantages of Sin, as if 
you were the Spoils of Sin, but as the Spoils of 
Jeſus Chriſt. O be not fold under Sin; wholly 
paſs over into his Power, and Right, and live to 
is Glory. 

5. Set againſt the Enemies with the more Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, O that the Joy of the Lord 
may be your Strength, that in all your Endea- 
vours againſt Sin and Satan, you may look up to 
the Victory of Chriſt ! *Yis ſaid, Rom. 7. 24, 25. 
O wretched an that I ain! who ſhall deliver me 
from the Body of this Death ? I thank God through 

F-ſus Chri/t our Lord. O you are enclaſped within 
the Ribs of the Body of Death: ow ſhall I get 

free? Through Jeſus Chriſt there is Hope of 
Triumph. Therefore do not fear, but ſet * 
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ir You are miſtaken, if you think the Work 
vas ſo done upon Chriſt's Croſs, that there re- 
maineth nothing for your Care and Endeavours : 
Rom. 16. 20. God will bruiſe Satan, but tis under 
Jour Feet - Implying there is ſomething that we 
muſt do. And Pfal. 110. 5. The Lord at thy Right 
| band will ſmite through Kings in the day of bis Wrath. 
God will ſmite them through, but it will be at thy 
Right hand, which doth imply our Endeavours. 
Cariſt will divide the Spoil with the Strong; and 
the Violent take Heaven by force: Therefore uſe 
| all due means. Men cheriſh a lazy Wiſh, a 
yawning drowzy Prayer; they may read a Chap- 

ter, and go on in a dead way, perform a cold Du- 
ty, or make a formal Diſcourſe, but they do not 
ſtir up themſelves to lay hold upon God. They 
do not pray with Tears and ſtrong Cries and 
| Supplications, for a Share in Chriſt's Conqueſt. 
| Where is the Violence of your Spirits, the Ear- 
| neſtneſs of Deſires, the Fervency of raiſed Af- 
fections, vigorous and powerful Endeavours ? 
Prov. 1 3. 4. The Soul of the Sluggard defireth, and 
bath nothing. O therefore ſtir up your ſelves. 


Who would not put forth Endeavours when 


are like to be ſucceſsful ? Jam. 4. 7. Reſiſt the De- 
vil, and be ſhall flee from you. You ſhall not 
only repel him, but chaſe him. O buckle to it to 
the purpoſe, put on the whole Armour of God. 
Chriſt's Death, and Spirit, and Prayers aim at 
this, that he may do itin you; for it ſhould never 
content you, unleſs it be done in your Souls, that 


| he may deſtroy Death in you; Col. 12. 9. Where- 


unto I alſo labour, ſtriving according to the working, 
which worketb in me mightily. Nor that he did pet 
forth In his own Perſon only. 265 


2 3 5. Pray 
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6. Pray to him, that he would ſhew himſelf 
Lord and King, that he might rule among his Ene 
mies. Chriſt hath taught us to ſay, Thy Kingdom 
come. Deſire that he would powertully and with 
his own Arm work Salvation. Chrilt's Concueſt 
is founded on his Prayers and Interceſſions, 
therefore help on his Kingdom. You know where 
and to whom to go, when you ſee the Church 
ſmall, worldly Powers enraged, Satan buſy, | 
O complain to him, the Strong get all the Spoils. 
Urge the Promiſes, eſpecially in the latter Days, 
when the Kingdoms of the World are to become 
the Kingdoms of the Lord and his Chriſt. 
Ah. Here is Terror to the Adverſaries of 
Chriſt. His Reign is your Ruin: Pſal, 93. The 


Lord reigneth; that is as bad a Word as David 


could ſpeak to the Enemies. Be wiſe you that 
at contrary Deſigns to the Glory, Reign, 
Cauſe, and Servants of Chriſt: The Red Sea 
that yielded a Paſſage to the Iſraelites, proved a 
Grave to the Egyptians. Conſider ſeriouſly whe. 
ther it be not againſt Chriſt, When your ways 
are challenged as oppoſite to God, look more 
thoroughly into the Nature of them, 


I come now to the ſecond Part of the Text, 
Becauſe be bath poured out bis Soul unto Death, and 
was numbred with Tranſgreffors, and be bare the Sins 
of many, and made Interceſſion for the Tranſpreſſors, 
Which is called the Conflict of Chriſt explained, 
and is ſet out in four things, 

1. His Death. 

2. The Ignominy of it. 

3. The Cauſe of it. Fn ö 

4. The noted Circumſtance in it, He made In- 
terce ſſion for the Tran ſgreſſors. 5 
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I ſhall begin with the firſt of theſe, He bath 
poured out bis Soul unto Death. It doth not only 
imply the bare Death of Chriſt ſimply, that he 
died; but he died willingly and freely, gave up his 
whole ſelf to Death. So David ſpeaks in the Perſon 
of Chriſt, Pſal. 22. 14. I am poured out like Water, 
and all my Bones are out of joint. There is no- 
| thing left in the Veſſel, neither Sap nor Savour : 
| He freely and willingly poured out every drop of 
his Soul, as if he madeno account of it, fo Man 
might injoy Benefit by it. It noteth both the 
Freeneſs and Fulneſs of the Sacrifice, it was unto 
Death, and it was poured out, 
| Obſerve, That the Lord Jeſus did freely and wil- 


gh yield up bimſelf to dye for our ſakes, I han- 


dled ſuch a like Point on Verſe the ſeventh, 
therefore ſhall be the more ſparing and wary in 
this. For the Proof, I ſhall rather evidence that 
it was fo, than why he deſired it. Luke 12.50. 
| Ibave a Baptiſm to be baptized with, and bow am I 
fraitned till it be accompliſhed ! He thought the 
time would never come, he hindred it not; he 
did not diſcontinue reſorting to the Garden, the 
Place of his uſual Abode and Retirement. Judas 
knew that he often reſorted thither with his Diſ- 
ciples: Mat. 26. 53. Thinkeſt thou that I cannot $» 
now pray to my Father, and be ſhall preſently ſend me 
more than twelve Legions of Angels? The Violence 
of Man did not take his Life from him; John 10. 
17, 18. Therefore dotb my Fatber love me, becauſe 
Ii down my Life ;, no Man takethit from me, I 
lay it down of my ſelf. Jas not an enforced O- 
bedier-e to the Will of God, for God did not 
only give Chriſt, but he gave himſelf; Gal. 1. 4. 
Who gave bimſelf for our Sins. AndEph.5.2. 
He loved us, and gave himſelf for us: Which ap- 
MET: peared 
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peared by the chearful Reſignation of his Soul 
into the hands of the Father in his Agonies; 
Luke 23. 46. Father, into thy Hands I commend my 
wit, Tis ſaid, be cried with a loud Voice; which 
noteth his Confidence and Willingneſs. 
Uſe 1. It ſerveth to commend the Love of 
Chriſt, in that he gave himſelf; He poured out bis 


Soul, and that to the Death. There are three 


things to be noted. 
1. The Gift. 
2. The Manner of giving. 
3. The Intent. 
rt. The Gift. We read of great Gifts in the 


Scripture: Zaccheus, when Salvation ow come to 


to the Poor. And Herod proffered Tal bis King- 


23. God in the Creation gave all the Creatures to 
Man: And the Devil fays to Chriſt, 2at. 4. 9. 
All theſe will I give thee. Ay, but here Chriſt gi- 
veth himſelf, poureth out his own Soul, and with 

| himſelf every thing that maketh for the delight- 
ing and contenting of the Spirit. O tis better 
than a thouſand Worlds. At our Creation God 
gave us but the Creatures, but here Cod giveth 
+ himſelf. 

2. The Manner; He poured out his Soul: which 
noteth a copious and bounteous Effuſion of his 
Blood for the Creatures Good. Nihil in hoc Chriſto 
eft niſi profuſa Liberalitas miſericordiæ, & remiſſio- 
nis Peccatorum, ſaid Luther; I ſee nothing in this 
Chriſt but a Prodigality of Love : if guilty of 
any thing, it was of too much Freeneſs, He poured 
out his Soul. O when you are at the Lord's Sup- 
per, and fee the Wine poured out, remember 
the Death of Chriſt ſet out by this Notion, Hz 
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dom to his Niece when ſhe pleaſed him, Air . 
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poured out bis Soul unto Death e See how 
_ Chriſt emptied his Veins. In the Garden he did 
ſweat Drops of Blood: Every Pore in his Body 
became an Eye, and it wept Blood for your ſakes. 
3. The End and Intent, why he would pour 
out himſelt like Water: It was to die for you; 
He poured ont bis Soul to death. Simeon ſuffered 
himſelf to be bound for his Brethren, Gen. 42.24. 
Lot offered his Daughters, and the Man in Judges 
proſtitutes his Daughter ; and the Leuite, judg. 
19. 23, 24- his Concubine to the Luſts of the 
Men of Gibeab: but faith Chriſt, Greater Love 
bath no Man than this, that a Man lay down his Life 
for bis Friend. That is Man's heroick Honour, 
and it may be we may find two or three rare In- 
ſtances in Hiſtory. But Jeſus Chriſt laid down 
his Life for Enemies, for dead Dogs, as David 
calleth himſelf. Such as we are he poured out his 
Soul for, even to Death. O inlarge your 
Thoughts on theſe Particulars. 
Uſe 2. It yieldeth uſeful Inferences and Enforce- 
ments to Duty. ge. 
1. To humbled Sinners ; take Chriſt as freely 
as he offereth himſelf to you: he poured out his 
Soul, and you will not come to him, you will not 
receive him. Ocome and pour out your ſelves 
into the Boſom of Chriſt, he hath poured out 
his Soul to Death for you. You that complain 
as the Church, Lam. 2. 11. My Liver is poured 
out, there is much Faintneſs and Fears. The Li- 
ver is the Seat of Blood; *tis made there, and 
diſperſed from thence into all the Veins : Your 
Liver is only poured out, but Chriſt's Soul is fo. 
Conſider, all the Perſons in the Bleſſed Trinity 
are willing, and are not you? The Father, Jobs 
3. 16. He gave bis only begotten Son. And Chriſt 
vhs. S8 
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gave himſelf, Gal. 1. 4. And the Spirit is willi ing, 
is grieved 'for your Refuſal ; I would baue g 
thered you as 4 Hen gathereth ber Chickens under * 
Wings, and ye would not. He wooeth and be- 


ſeecheth you, and pleadeth for your Entertain- 


ment of Jeſus Chriſt ; O open to him, and be as 
willing to believe as Chriſt was to die. Pal. 142. 
2. I poured out my Complaint to bim, I ſhewed be- 
fore bim my Trouble. Pour out your Souls in Faith 
Sit wie, as Chriſt poured out his Soul on the 
Cro 
2. To ſtubborn Sinners, to preſs them to come 
out of their Sins upon this ground ; Jeſus Chriſt 
poured out his Soul unto Death. Chriſt parted 
with his Heart's Blood, and will not you part 


Sins better than Chrift loved his own Soul? He 
laid down his Life, and will not you lay down 
your Luſts? Nay, what horrible Unthankfulneſs is 
this ? Chriſt poured ont his Soul to Death, and 
we pour out our Souls in the ways of Death. 
In the eleventh Verſe of Jude's Epiſtle we read, 
that they ran greedily after the Error of Balaam ; 


in the Original *tis, they poured out in the Error 


of Balaam; not as Water out of a Veſſel, drop 


by drop, but as Water out of a Bucket in abun- 


rb Hearts ſet upon the World, ſet upon 
Luſts and Pleaſures, are expreſſed by giving 
themſelves to work Wickedneſs. O ſhould not 


you give up your ſelves to Jeſus Chriſt, when he 


gave out himſelf for you ? That is an ill Requi- 
tal, to let looſe the Reins to your vile Affections, 


3. To the People of God: Chriſt poured out 
| hisSoulto Death, freely and fully offered d 


with your ſinful Delights ? Shall we love our 


and to pour out your ſelves in Sins without re- 
ſtraint. 
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ſelf for your ſakes; it preſſeth you to an Imita- 
tion in your Duties and Reſpects towards God and 
Men. Pour out your Souls, diſcharge tim fully 

and freely: They are both expreſſed by pouri 

out the Soul. In your Duty to God: fo H 
| is ſaid, 1 Sam. 1. 16. To pour out ber Soul before the 
| Lord; to come freely, and draw out her Affections 
| and Deſires before God. And fo for Duties to 
Man, Iſa. 58. 10 If thou draw ont thy Soul to the 
| hungry, and ſatisfy the afflifed Soul, then ſhall thy 
| Light riſe in Obſcurity, and thy Darkneſs be as Noon- 
day. Do both freely. | 
1. Your Duties and Reſpect to God. O come 
and pour out your whole Souls ; the Willingneſs 
of your Services is the Commendation of them. 
Call the Sabbath a delight, Iſa. 5 8. 13. And 1 Chron. 
28. 9. Thou ſhalt ſerve him with a perfect Heart, and 
| willing Mind, And make Prayer your Joy and 


| 3. Come ye, and let us go up to the Mountain of the 
| Lord, to the Houſe of the God of Jacob; and be will 


I teach us bis ways. Let the Meditation of God be 


| frreet to you, Pſal. 104. 34. And ] will be glad in 
| the Lord. See that the Thoughts of God are 
| pleaſing to you. But now on the contrary, when 
the Sabbath is a Burden, Prayer a Task, and you 
cannot wait upon the Lord one hour in Hearing 
or holy Meditation ; when the Commandments 
| are grievous, Meditation irkſome, holy Compa- 
| ny and Conference a Priſon; O then, I ſay, con- 


"i ſider the Freeneſs of Jeſus Chriſt in pouring out 


dis Blood for you, and you will find the Advan- 
tage of pouring out your Hearts before God. . 
2. In your Duties and Reſpects to Men, in all 
Offices of Love and Service ; do it willingly : for 
| fuch was the Love of the Lord jeſus to you. 
[ 1 Pet. 


Pleaſure, your Comfort and your Solace; Iſa. 2. 
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1 Pet. 5.2. Feed the Flock of God which is among you; 
taking the overſaght thereof, not by conſtraint, but wil- 
' lingly - Eſpecially if it be to inſtruct and teach 

them, and to take pains with them about the 
Good of „ 3. 1. To write the ſame 

mgs to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for 
op is ſafe. Heoften ſpeaks how little 2 
was done, but it was not grievous to him to try 
again. Labour to put off the Sluggiſhneſs of your 
Spirits with this Conſideration, Jeſus Chriſt died 
freely for Souls to relieve them, and ſhall not 1 
be at ſome pains to perſwade them to accept of 
him ? Forced Kindneſs loſeth its Acceptance ; 
God and Man prize the willing Mind beſt. The 


Will honoureth God more than the Deed : for 


*tis not our Act any further than tis done willing 


17; 2 Cor. 8. 12. If therebe firſt a willing Mind, it 


is accepted, according to that a Man bath, and not 
according to what be bath not. The Widows Mite 
was noted; the unjuſt Judg did his Duty by con- 
ſtraint, and in ſo doing we do not only relieve 
others, but our ſelves. 

Uſe 3. To preſs us to act proportionably to the 
Adꝭ of Chriſt ; he yielded up his whole ſelf, and 


ing be in believing, and your Gratitude in yield- 
ing up your ſelves with your whole Heart. 


I come now to the ſecond Circumſtance, 


F , the 
Ignominy of Chriſt's Death; He was numbred 
with Tranſereſſors. It is to be underſtood of God 
or Man. "Tis true before God, 


true in regard of Men, who counted him a Sin- 


ner and a Tranſgreſſor, and ſo delivered him to 


were no 4 Male- 


the Gentiles ; John 18. 3. F be 
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did it with his whole Heart: So let your abound- 


God looking up- | 
on him under our Guilt : But tis moſt properly 
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| faior we would not have delivered bim to thee. But 
more eſpecially this Prophecy is ſaid to be fulfil. 
| Jed in two Places of Scripture, as Mark i 5. 27, 
28. And with bim they crucified tuo Thieves, one on 
bis Right hand, and the other on bis Left. And the 
| Scripture was fulfilled, which ſaub, And be was num- 
bred with the Tranſgreſſors : That is, then eminent- 
I fulfilled; for it was alſo at other times, but 
then eſpecially, being placed in the middle, not 
1 only as a Companion of Thieves, but as their 
Prince and Chieftain. So l. uke 22. 37. For I ſay 
unto you, that this that is written muſs be accom- 
pliſhed in nie, And he was reckoned among the Tranſ- 
greſſors : for the things concerning me have an end. 
There he ſpeaketh as if the Intent of this Pro- 
phecy was more general. I told you of all 
things neceſſary ; for I and you muſt be acconnted 
wicked Perſons, it muſt be fo, for tis foretold. 
You ſee the Senſe; now for the Points. 
| Obſerve, That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was reckoned 
| among Tranſgreſſors, eſpecially in bis Death and Suf- 
$ ; 


ing . | 

For proof of the Point, which is general, let 
me ſuggelt to you that he was fo reputed by Men; 
| by wicked Men, godly Men, and by God himſelf. 
1. By wicked Men, he was counted a Glutton 
| and a Winebibber, Mu. 11. 19. And John 8. 
| 48. Thou art a Samaritan, and haſt 4 D:wvil. Nay 
they accounted him the Prince of Devils. But 
| this was chiefly at his Death: The High Prieſt 
charged him with no leſs than Blaſphemy; Aat. 
| 26.65, He bath ſpoken Blaſpbemy, what furtbe: 

| need baue we of Witneſſes ? Falſe Witneſſes were 
I fuborned to accuſe him of Sedition againſt his 
Country, as if he would deſtroy the Temple, 
and as if he were a Seducer and Perverter of the 

Oo People : 


People: Of Diſloyalty 
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to Ceſar, as if he 
about to make hin-ſelf King, John 18. 36. 
preferred Barrabas a Murderey before bim. 
theſe things in the Evangeliſts. 

2. By Godly Men; Luke 24. 21. We truf 
that it had been be who ſhould baue redeemed Iſrael, 
In their diſtruſtful Thoughts the Diſciples began 
— 2 him, and ſo looked upon him as an 

or. 

3. By God himſelf. Chriſt having taken our 
Sins upon him, was dealt with as a Tranſgredor ; 
3 Pet. 4 1. For be that bath ſuffered in the 
hath ceaſed from Sin, And Heb. 9. 28. He 


in his firſt coming he was not without Sin by Im- 
_ 


was crucified between two Thieves, and 
koned as one of them, as the chief of them, 
to typify that Diſtinction that ſhall be made 
the Day of judgment, ſome being put 
Right hand of Chriſt, and ſome on the 
Thief on the Right band was received into Pa- 
radiſe, ſo Reo and Auſtin. Chriſt's Croſs, made 
bis Tribunal in his Sufferings, and a Type of his 
ſecond glorious Coming, and he as a Jade placed 


gs of Chriſt, yet 
rr 
ſome on the Left. 80 Beza thought that the 
Thief on the left fide ſignified thoſe that ſhould 


endore Sinks ad Harlbigs i Cilla fo 


Ane 


went 
They 
See 
ed 


ar the ſecond time without Sin unto Salvation. 


Well, but for the reaſon why God would ſuffer | 


ik: hs 
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ver 13, the 63d Chapter of Ifaiab. 


| levers this Evidence and Teſtimony; that he was 
| a Tranſgreſſor, that you may know all the Load 
of the Blaſphemies and Rebellions laid upon 


33 
the Praiſe of Men; ot hess for the Praiſe. of God, as 
the Thiet on the right ſide: But theſe are all but 


| Flaſhesof Wit. The Reaſons of the Point are, 


1. That theſe might be ſeniible Evidences of 


- "thoſe Sins of ours that Chriſt bore in his Bcdy, 


and had taken upon himſelf. This reaſon is in 


the Text, He: was numbred among Tranſgreſſors, 


for be bare the Sins of many. God would give Be- 


Chriſt, God gave a Taſt of it in theſe Imputa- 
tions, a Devil, a Blaſphemer. God made ſpecial 


I uſe of their Malice, ts direct our Thoughts to 
| the Guilt tranſacted on Chriſt. 


2. Becauſe Chriſt was to make Satisfaction by 
ſuffering all that we were to ſuffer. We are cur- 


I fed, therefore Chriſt was made a Curſe, Gal. 3. 


* * tha W 


nnd therefore Chriſt is called a Murderer, a 
| Thief, a Blaſphemer, one that had a Devil. 
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| fer, but ſuffer under Ig 


_ theSufferings of Chriſt exceeding great and va- 
| luable. Chriſt would lay aſide all his Glory, 


13. We were to endure the Wrath of God, 


therefore he bore our Griefs, Iſa. 53. 4. We are 
to blame, and deſerve ſhame, therefore he would 


| undergo that, and ſuffer in his Credit and Ho- 
nour. Our Reproach is taken away, becauſe 
| Chriſt would take it upon himſelf ; He was the 


of Men. Plal. 22. 6. We were Sinners, 


This was a Circumſtance that commended the 


| Greatneſs of the Satisfaction: What greater 


Satisfaction could we expect or deſire, than that 
Chriſt who is Holineſs it ſelf ſhould not only ſuf- 
Ignominies; that lunde 

it ſelf mould ſuffer as a Malefadtor? This — 


Honour, and ſaeriſice every thing 
O0 2 for 


* 
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' for the Good of the Creature. You hare the 


Life of God, and the Honour of God and all. 
There is nothing that God prizeth ſo much as his 


Honour, and Chriſt would ſuffer that God's Bo- | 


nour might not be obſcured by theſe Imputations, 
bur repaired. 

_ Uſe. Is Information. It informeth us of the 
bal Kerk Chriſt ; he not only poured out his 
Soul to Death, but to an accurſed Death. Sup- 


jon, would it then have yielded more Comfort? 


No; but he ſuffered as a Malefactor, 2 Thief, 


worſe than a Murderer. An ingenious Man Va- 
lueth his good Name above all Enjoyments. It 
ſtood Chriſt in much ſtead to have his Innocency 
cleared, that the World might know that he did 
not die for his own Sins, but the Juſt for the Un- 
juſt. And yet tho 'tis true there were evident 


Demonſtrations of his Innocency out of Pilates 


Mouth, yet Chriſt would ſuffer as a Malefactor, 


ſo as to ſuffer every thing you were to ſuffer; be | 


would make his S every way valuable. 
O what a Mercy is here ! 


21. It informeth us that Glory and 1 


it ſelf may be beclonded: Chriſt was under Af- | 
. Do not believe every Report of the 


Godly: Wicked Men would fain paint them opt 
in iN Colours; but we muſt drink of the ſame 
Cup wich hriſt. What foul things were char- 
ged upon the Primitive Chriſtians, that they were 
obſcene and turbulent in their Practices! Always 


ſuſpect thoſe Wen upon religi- | 
the Men | 


ons Eminency. 
3. It informeth vs how unlike 
of the World are. Chriſt is inpocent, but coun» 


oulg 
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it had been merely for the Cauſe of Salva- 
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would fain be accounted innocent. Honour me le” 


fore the People, ſaith Saul, 1 yam. 15. 30. They 
| are more caretul of their Credit than their Con- 


9 


would not be accounted Sinners 
r to be ſo. They are all for 


Man's Judgment, tho that is nothing to a graci- _ - 
ous Heart. Chriſt was innocent, however he 


might ſuffer under Miſrepreſentations. You are 
molt like him when you look to your Conſcience, 


and truſt God for your Credit. 


Uſe 2. Is Conſolation to you. Here is Comfort, 
for the main; Chriſt was counted a Sinner for 


| your fakes ; that muſt needs be a great Satisfacti- 


on, ſeeing Chriſt has ſuffered his own Glory to be 
—— and eclipſed. You are a great Sinner, 


| but urge the Sufficiency of his Satisfaction: You 


have deſerved great blame; conſider, God hath 
laid it upon Chriſt. Sstan accuſeth of foul Mid- 
carriages, and you mult certainly cry out Guilty. 


| He cannot com:nence a greater Accuſation againſt 
| you than his [nſtruments did againſt Jeſus Chriſt. 


They accuſe him of Sedition, Theft, Hereſy, 
Blaſphemy, Crimes that run higheſt agaiaſt God 
and Men. O what abundaat Conſolation is there, 


| that Chriſt hath born the blame, and hath made 
a great Satisfaction! As high Accuſations were 


commenced againſt Chriſt as can be againſt you. 
2. Here is Comfort in this: When you are un- 
der undiſcerned Reproaches, comfort your ſelves 
| thus ; this was the Lot of Chriſt. I do not mean 
merely under the ſame Reproaches, but Suffet- 
ings not deferved, for Chriſt's ſake. God knew 


| 


his Son in the midſt of the two Thieves, and the 
in the common Goal, and Daniel in the 
Lions Den, and the Lilly among Thorns. The 
| 9 —_— 
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dur I yön do not ſuffer as an evil Doer, take 


comfort tho you be crucified between Thieves, 
pyoked with ill Companions ; Chriſt was numbred 
among Tranſgreſſors. Twas an old trick to bring 
an Odium upon the Truth, to put it upon ill 
Company. Tho you be bound up in 1 * 
yet God will know his Jewels. 


I come now to the third Circumſtance, that 
which is called the Conflict of Chriſt, and 18 is 
tze Cauſe both of his Death and the Ignominy of 


it; He bare the Sins of many. This is a Circom- 


ſtance very often repeated in this Prophecy, and 
oſten mentioned by the Prophet in this Chapter; 
8 that I need dwell the leſs on it now. And *tis 
ſd often mentioned, becauſe this is the great Argu- 
ment that maketh the Glory and Innocency of 
. Chriſt to be clear in our Thoughts, notwith- 
ſanding the Scandal of the Greatneſs of his Suf- 


ſerve, 

Shooter we reminds. conſider, or make men- 
tion of the Sufferings of Chriſt, we ſhould alſo reflect 
fon the Cauſe of it, viz. the bearing of our Sins 
and Iniquities. This is that the Prophet doth fre- 


quently here, not only once or twice, but again 


and again, to ſhew you that other Reflections 
upon the Sufferings of ——— 
The Reaſons are, 

1. Becauſe this is moſt for the Glory and Ho- 
nour of Chriſt. 
2. For the Good and Benefit of the Creature. 

1. For Chriſt's Glory. We are apt to judg 
Men mean under Sufferings and 
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ferings from the Repetition. By the way ob- 
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Diſgrace. . The. 
Prophet bringeth in the Jews * here, -4 


Fer. 12. the 53d Chapter of Thaiah. 
did eſteem bim ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and aſſticted, 
Iſa. 53. 4. Otherwiſe Men would be apt to 

| think ſomething alien and unbecoming Chriſt, 
| eſpecially when there were ſuch formal Accufati- 
ons commenced againſt him. But alas, conſder, 
they were not occaſioned by any fault of kis, 
either againſt God's or Man's Intereſt, Mach 
vas pretended, but nothing proved; nothing to 
ele him 1 3 7 Juſtice or Man's 
gment. They talk deſtroying the Tem- 
| ple, of riſing againſt Ceſar; but theſe were but 
Surmiſes and malicious Jealouſies. The Perſon of 
_. Chriſt and the Glory of Chriſt is moſt clear in 
pour Thoughts, when you perceive that on his 
part there was nothing to occaſion his Death and 
Safferings. _ 
2. For the Good of the Creature. It mindeth 
us of our Comfort and Duty. 
(..) Our Comfort, When we conſider his 
Sufferings under ſuch a Notion, we cannot but 
remember there is our Expiation, there is a Sa- 
tisfaction for our Sins. God hath found a Ran- 
ſom; he died, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, 1 Pet. 3. 
| 2x8. It maketh you mindful of the Price and 
| Ranſom. The Price was paid for you, Rom. 5. 
8. Herein God commended bis Love, that when we 
were Sinners Chriſt died for w. Here is a juſt 
Chriſt, that died for poor Sinners ; remember it 
for your Comfort, mention it for your Comfort, 
here is your Expiation and Satisfaction. 
(2.) It mindeth us of our Duty. When we 
conſider theſe Suffer ings were for our Sins, it 
minderh us of our Debt of Obedience, wherein 


we tand i to his Love and Liberality; and 
| giveth us a of his Love, and ſo in Thank- 
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ings are too hard, what Duty too great to 80 
through with tor one that hath done fo much 


or us? 


Uſe. By this you may know what Reflections 


upon the Death and Sufferings ot Chriſt are good 
and proper, not ſuch only as work a tcnd Com- 
pa on, for we are naturally apt to pity thoſe in 

Mitery : z not fooliſh Anger againſt the Jews, not 


a lictle vain Delight, theſe are Effects when you | ö 


look upon it as a mere Story: But the gloriiying 
ot Chrilt, and humbling of our ſelves, Increate 


of taith, "comfortable per ſwaſions and Excitati- 


ons to Duty and Praiſe ; thete ſhew you conlider 


rightly. I would but hint theſe things, becauſe 
they are obvious. 


But to come tothe Senſe of the Phraſe, And he 


bare the Sins of many + | ſhall content my ſelf with 
the Aſſertion of the Text, and ſhew you what it 
implieth. He bare the Sin, importeth two things. 
1. The Suſception of our Guilt, He bare it. 
2. The ſuſtaining of our Puniſhment : Both 
were upon Chriſt as a heavy Burden; our Guilt 
and our Puniſhment. He was made Sin, and was 
under Wrath. In one reſpect Sin is made to be 


laid upon him by God, in Verſe 6. The Cord bath 


laid on him the Iniquitics of us all. And in the 
other he is Cid to br our Sins in his Body on the 
Tree, 1 Pet. 2. 24. which noteth the enduring of 
the Puniſhment of them. Both yield a great deal 
of Con fort to thoſe that have Intereſt in Chriſt 2 
He bare their Guilt, and he bare their Puniſhment. 
"The! in three caſes : 

. When their Hearts are ready to fink within 
Sed under the Mulcitude and Greatneſs ws = 
Provocati« n- ; Plal. 38. 4. Mine 
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for me. O tis heavy and ſad with that Soul that 
is compaſſed about with innumerable Evils ! this 
will cauſe Heart. failing and quaking, when our 


| Sins, our Pride and Haughtineſs are ſet in order 


betore us. Here Conſcience accuſeth for Sins of 
| the higheſt Aggravation, flighting of Means, 
'} Abuſe of Mercies, wantoning in all manner of 
Provocations, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, 


{ curſed Woridlineſs, Careleſneſs of the great 


| Salvation, Neglect of our Family Duties, ill Ex- 


ample, groſs Omillions, ſeldom Praying, or when 
is done in a drowſy dead way, little Diſcuſſion 
| with your Hearts and Ways: When theſe things 
re muſtered up againſt us, the Soul is bowed 
down under its own Fears, and cannot look up, 
nor ſcarce groan out a Sigh for Mercy. O conſider, 
you are not to bear your Sins, but Jeſus Chrift 3 
ſee all this Load tranſacted upon the back of Jeſus 
Chriſt : Mat. 11. 28. Come unto me all ye that are 
weary and beawy laden, and I will give you Reſt. By 
I —— the Burden upon his own back, he bare 
But you will ſay, I have ſinned, but God muſt 
have Satisfaction, the Guilt and Puniſhment muſt 


be born by ſome body. 
O conſider, ' tis born by Jeſus Chriſt. As 
Aaron was to bear the Iniquity of the Holy things 


1 
of the Children of Iſrael, Exod. 28. 38. So 
Chriſt will bear the Sins of your Duties. His 
Soul was heavy unto Death, Mat. 26. 38. A 
little before the Showers there is a Gloomineſs 
and: fad Blackneſs: 'So there was upon Chriſt's 
Spirit, a little before the Showers of Wrath 
were out upon him. To lighten you, 

rilt's own Soul is heavy and exceeding forrow- 
fal: He bare your Sins. Thus in the of 
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Guilt *tis a lightning of the Eyes, and a relieving 


of your Bondage. 
2. When you are oppreſſed with the Burden of 


Puniſhment, Fears of Death and Hell; we are 
2 to a no Heb. 2.15 2 
time mere to Bondage throug fear 
of Death. Conſcience that convinceth of Si 
aſſureth of Judgment; Rom. 1. 32. Who ks 


required of you. He hath born our Griefs, and car- 
Th Chriſt that toom your Sin, bare | 
your Puniſhment, even Jeſus who bath deliver'd us 
from Mrach to come, 1 Thell. 1. 10. 

3. In the cate of Afflictions. Providence is 
againſt us; and then Afflictions without raiſe 
Troubles and Diſcontents within. We think 
God is againſt us, and all is ordered by way of 
Late to Dun : All is Worm- 


— — Ie Che: he bore that 
in his Body upom the Tree. We are not to 
our own Sins: Natural Men! do think that 
their Miſery n and ordered by 
71 44 ing of Death, and. a 
* 21 
10 1 
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xzek. 44. 10. But Chriſt hath taken the Sins of 
his People upon himſelf. You may have the ſame 
Afflictions with wicked Men, or that you had be- 
fore Converſion ; - o Habit and Uſe is 
changed to you. Ei are Chaſtiſements, 
or Corrections, whoſe. uſe is to inſtru or hum 


ble. | 5 

To inſtruct them in their Duty; their Ears; 
are opened to Diſcipline, Job 36. 19. And Chriſt 
learned Obedience by the things be ſuffered, Heb. 5. 8. 

To ſhew us the Vanity of the Creature; Pſal. 
39. 11. When thou with Rebukes doſt correct Aan for 
Iniquity, thou makeſt bis Beauty to conſume away like 
4 Moth. Surely every Man is Vanity. Then they 
ſee it to humble them; Job 36. 8. And it of 
be bound in Fetters, and holden in Cords of A 
flick ion, tis to ſhew them they have been proud: 
Now'tis a great Mercy, when we can look upon 
 Afflictions under this Notion. *Tis a great Mer- 
| cy to have our Afflictions ſanQified ; Pſal. 94. 12. 
 Bleſſedis the Man whom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, and 
teac beſt out of thy Law. Want maketh the pro- 
digal Child think of returning, Luke 15. And 
for prevention, they are an Antidote to keep off 
Poiſon : It would have been worſe with me, if it 
had not been ſo; Pſal. 119. 86. Tis good for me 
that I bave been afflifed. *Tis a Corrofive, like 


| > in 
And the Exerci 
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fort in the ſaddeſt things that befal us ; Fat. 
23. 4. Thy Rod and thy Staff doth comfort me, 


We do not fear our [oiquitits, when we bear theſe 


things. 


it foloweth in the Text, He bare the Sins of 


Ca hat is, of the Elect, not of all with- 
out ex The ſame was in the former 


ception. 
Verſe ; For be ſhall bear their Iniquities. And fo in 
other Rom. 5. 19. As by one Man's 


dience many were made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience ef 


one ſhall many be made rightcow. So in the 15th 
Verſe, The Gift by Grace, which i is by one Man Jeſu 
Chriſt, hath abounded to many. 
- Obſerve, That the Merit of Chriſt's Death was 
5 to all. Ne bare the Sins of many. 
mall propoſe theſe Arguments. 
1. Chriſt died for no more than are elected. 
28. The Death of Chriſt is uſually reſtrained in 
Scripture to ſuch a Number, and fuch a Compa- 
ny that ſhall be ſaved. 
3. Chriſt muſt needs fave all that he intended 
win 


4. All thoſe to whom Chriſt intended the Me- 


rit of his Sufferings, they ſhall have it applied to 


3 Becauſe Chriſt's ſpecial Love was only to few. | 
Becauſe Chriſt doth not pray for all, and 


MCP oo * not die for all. 
- 2. Chriſt's Offices are of 
that have Chriſt, have whole Chriſt. 


to ſee 


2 * — of thoſe for whom Chriſt died. 1 


9 


- 


3 


equal Extent; thoſe 
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1. The Miſery of thoſe that bear their owa 
Sins. In what a ſad caſt are you if you ſhout 
bear the heavy and inſupportable Load of your 
own Sins? Conlider and look about you for the 
Lord's jake, and ſee if you be ſome of Chriſt's 
Royal Prieſthood, and a choſen Generation. You 
may know it by the Effects of Ch:iſt in the Hearts 
of the Faithful, in yaur own ſenſe and experiences, 
in the Communications of the Ward, and how 
it will be with you hereafter. 

(1.) By what Chriſt felt when he took our Sins 
from us. Job faith, Job 6. 4. The Arrows of the 
Almighty are within me, the Poiſon thereof drinketh 
up my Spirit; che Terrors of God do ſet tbemſelves in 
array againſt me. ( hriſt loſt the comfortable Ap- 

* of God's Favour. Wherever there 

n, there will be a Separation. My God, my 
ory W aſt thou forſaken me? His Soul was ex- 
ceeding ſorrowful, felt ſtrange Agonĩes and Paſ- 
fions, which are the more remarkable becauſe of 

the Eminency of the Perſon; had theſe things 
deen found in us, it had not been fo notable. 
Weak Spirits are ſoon diſmayed and terrified at 
any thing that hath but a dreadful Appearance. 
Glover the Martyr” was ſo affected with the 
ſenſe of ſome backſliding, that for ſome years he 
loſt the uſe and pleaſure of his Senſes. "Bur for 
Chriſt to be ſad, Chriſt in Agonĩes, Chriſt to ſwear 
Drops of Blood, it maketh it the more noted. 
(2.) By what Effects jt hath upon the Saints, 
When the little 4 of 2 hath been upon 
them, O how . A 
own Folly all 
Iniquities bave me. ore 
Heart faileth. All! Took 


TE « 1 Cs. Kar F ; = 


9 A Prattical Expoſition e 
All the Racks in the world are nothing to the 
Rack of Conſcience; Luke 23. 31. For if they & 
| an 2 1 be don is 


we? Conſider your Senſe and 
hen Conſcience hath been a little 
1 Diſquiets have they felt, and 
how fore a Bondage has there been upon Men 
| or bad! Sometimes God giveth his own 
le a Taſt what it isto bear their own Sins, 


| 4 .— under ſome great Judgment, or Fears 
th. A Man can 29 other Griefs; 


Prov. 18. 14. The Spirit of a Man will ſuſtain bs 


Infirmity, but a wounded who can bear ? O the 
Intolerableneſs of a — han wounded with 
Sin! Do not your Joints ſmite one another for 
fear, when you ſee the Hand-writing againſt you? 
A Man hath the beſt Apprehenſion of ſuch things 


in ſuch a caſe. And then O for thouſands of 


2. Then ten thouſand Worlds would he give to 


when under Terrors? So Mr. Democke, 
what r was bhe for eating with too oo 
Delight and inconſiderate Greedineſs, who, as 
Mr. Bolton witneſſeth, crieth out, O the Hell of 
my Conſcience ! So for ungodly Men; Cain cri- 
227. * 13. My is greater 


| Heweth what it is to bear Sin. 

COR" apr eg eco 
Threatnings concerning 
diie in their Sins, and bear their own 


WW ; 


Rams, and ten thouſand Rivers of Oil, Aficab 6. | 


ſet his Soul free. What would Spire have done 
under 


GGG o es a 2 


Ver. 18. the 534 Chapter of Ina. 
| fions. O how ſad will it be to be haFd by De- 
vils, and added to the reſt of the Spirits now in 
Priſon, and reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs unto 
the Judgment of the great Day ! When Sins that 
now are like fleepy Lions, ſhall ariſe 
and tear our Souls, and there be none to deliver. 
as Pſal. 50. ult. O this is the Portion of them 
ht bor their wn Burden nd reir on Tran: 


greſſion 
of thaſe whoſe Sins are born 
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2. The Ha 
by Chriſt. - pep —— them, 
no Puniſhment can be Jaid upon Gow, 2o th 
25 Guilt ſhall be laid upon them ; the ſcape Goat 
hath carried them away into a Land of Derknefs 
Fer. 50. _ In thoſe days, and in that time, ſai 
the Lord, the of Iſrael ſhall be ſought 
and there ſhall be none; and the Sins of Arp 
they ſhall not be found. So Pal. 103. 1 


ved our 7 ranſgreſſions from 


out of ſight; our Iniquities- Ae nat. w 
No Puniſhment is to be laid upon 1 


the n TheB Rod od won 


12 — conſidet 
whether youare of the Number of thoſe whoſe 


ours. We muſt not look to what be will do, 


but what he will have us do. 


cleared to us. 
is a double AQ, to look upon 


the Sins of the World, and to ſee a full Satif- 


ng a 
of God, which taketh away the Sins of the World. See 


him bearing Sins upon the Croſs. Men bear their 
own Sins when they cannot look up , 2 12. 


See = atiafution made by Chriſt, and ſo you 


ſent Chriſt to the Father in your own behalf; 
ſhew him Surety, lay your Hands upon the 
Head of ts Laing the Lord : when the 
Debt is ſatisfied, God looketh that you ſhould 


Rack ont your Porden O there Kenpo writs 
of Guilt upon you, 
den to come to hit for Eaſe and Reſt Thus do- 


ing, 


have comfort in Chriſt. Secondly, to pre- 


and he invited the heavy la- 


mm wowwg ass Freges nG©o@Ggnt poo muroao tw 


| ir ” ſome of his 


of Chriſt, that revealeth the Secrets of Heaven 
to them; the 


| look after ſuch 


Ver. 12. the 53d Chipeer of h. _ $55 
| ing. mov may haghy robe to know and to deter- 


ou ate of the Number. 
This eine d one, God is many — plece'd 
ooo 


| their Nomer were then of thoſe that were 

to Chriſt, whoſe Sins he was to bear and te z 
in! © rhe eee tht tre of (25 es 
Prieſt, and thy Sins upon his Back. Thoſe that 
lie in the Boſom of Chriſt, they have the Spirit 


no} 
— ar + XR row 
2 
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| Chriſt. I ſhall name two: they are, 

|| 1. An humble and thankful Acknowledgrnent 
| in the ſenſe of ſo great a Privilege; the Soul ad- 

mireth the Mercy, and wondreth that he ſhould 

poor Worms as we are, that he 

| ſhould give Chriſt a charge concerning us, and 


truſt Chriſt with the Care and Good of their 


- | of his Spirit. 


Fouls, the Expiation of their Sins. I ſay, the 
| ſenſe of all this maketh them humble and thank- 
| N. n 
called aut of Darkneſs in bis 
marvellous Light. wa 
2. There will be anſverable Effects to ſuch a 
Privilege in Heart and Lie; 1 Pet. 2. 24. > bis 
| owns ſelf bare our Sins in bis own Body 
2 E How 28 
neſs. Cortuptions are mote mor tißed, and Gra- 
72 If Chriſt bare our Sins, 
ʒ he will exchange with os. 
of God, and we feel the Joys 
He took our Sins, and he will not 


| — 
He felt the We 


leave till he hath communicated to us bis Grate 


Pp 


; wndGlory. 
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Aud be made Interceſſun o the walter 

Theſe Words are the erable par- 
ticular in Chriſt's Conflict, a noted Circumſtance 
either at or upon his Death. Some make them to 
be of a more private and reſtrained ſenſe, others 
of a more publick and general. I ſhall exclude 
neither; they are one ſubordinate to the 
other. Thoſe that look upon them as Words of 
a private particular Concernment, make 
8 to that 1 of Chriſt fo thy 

Cro 23. 34. Fat 8 or 
A Circumſtance that 


PR 

Chriſt, e he a to 
the Father, and by virtue of it pleadeth to him in 
our behalf, | exclude neither of theſe Sen- 
1 part and pledg of 


in Chriſt to poor Sinners. 

From the former obſerve, That Chriſt prayed 
for bis Perſecutors. Our Tranſlation inclineth to 
this ſenſe, as reading in the Przter Tenſe, He 
2 for the Tranſgreſſors. Whereas 
the Original will bear, He make E 
for the Tranſęreſſors; as referring i it to ſome par 
ticular Men, not Tranſgreſſors indefigitely. The 


Point being Hiſtorical, the Prophecy "of the 


Text, and the Teſtimony of 2 is Confirma - 
tion ſufficient. I ſhall eaquire 


voy f Chriſt 


thi, i a Diſcovery of thoſe Bowel that are 


under what Noti- | 
on and rn. and ſo 


ver. 12. the 53d Che of Thaiali 659 

Chriſt in this and ſuch like Actions is to be con- 
fidered in a double regard. 

(i.) As a holy godly Man, ſo he was to fulfil 


all Righteouſneſs. ny 
(2.) As a Mediator and publick Perſon, that 
was to be our High Prieſt, to ſatisfy and intercede; 
| In the firſt ſenſe the Scripture propoſeth Chriſt 
2s an Example, in the ſecond as an Object of our 
Faith. His Actions are partly for Satisfaction, 
ſo his Mediatory Actions; and partly for our Imi- 
tation, as an exemplary Pattern. Which Diſtincti- 
on and ſeveral References not being weighed, 
we loſe much Comfort and Inſtruction, which 
otherwiſe we might find. You ſhall ſee theſe 
Actions of Chriſt in Scripture are joined both to- 
ox" place; 1 Pet. 2. 21. CY 
alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example, that ye 
ſhould follow bis Steps. In the former clauſe he is 
to be look d upon and conſider'd as Mediator; in 
the other as an eminent, holy and godly Man, as 
a Pattern. Both theſe two muſt be carefully diſ- 
tinguiſhed, as in all other matters of this na- 
ture, fo eſpecially in the Prayers of Chriſt ; as 
in that Prayer, Fatber if it be poſſible, let this Cup 
paſs from me, Mat. 26. 39. That Prayer was ut- 
tered by Chriſt as a private godly Man, for as 
Mediator he did not deſire it. As a private god- 
ly Man, he was to have fuch natural Abhorrencies 
of Evil as we have, and to refer himſelf to the 
Wil of God. And this Diſtinction is the rather 
to be marked, becauſe Chriſt's Prayers as a godly 
Man, his private Prayers, were only a Teſtimo- 
ny and Inſtance of Duty, and ſo might not be 
granted. But as to his mediatory Prayers, he 
was heard always, Job 1 t. 42. For theſe were of 
nal Merit with his Sufferiags, whoſe Fruit and 
| 5 Intent 
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Intent could not be fruſtrated and difannulled. 
To apply this to the matter in hand; Was this 
Prayer of Chriſt for the Perſecutors uttered as the 
private Prayer of à godly Man, in obedience to the 
Lam, or as Mediator of the Covenant ? 
1 anſwer, you muſt conſider it both ways, 
1. As of a private Man, a Man ſubject to the 
Law, and that would fulfil all Righteouſneſs, 
and would exemplify his own Doctrine: Mat. 5. 


44. But I ſay unto you, Love your Enemies, bleſs A 


them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you and perſe- 
cute you. Chriſt would teach us by his Practice 
as well as by his Precept, to pray for Enemies. 
For knowing what was in Man, John 2. 25. that is, 
the State of Mens Hearts, whether they would be 
faved or no; and knowing ſome of theſe would 
not be ſaved, he could not pray for them as Medi- 
ator, but 25 a private Man ; his Prayers were 


conditional, that God would forgive them in caſe 


they did repent and believe. As when we pray 
God to bleſs a wicked Man, and give him eter- 


nal Life, we imply by giving him Faith and Re- 


pentance: So did Chriſt as a Teſtimony of Duty 
and Obedience; and fo far as he prayed for them, 
| he was heard. And therefore to ſome of the 
Perſecutors they were but as the Prayers of a pri- 
vate godly Man, with a Condition. 5 5 
2, The Prayers of a Mediator, and ſo Chriſt 
abſolutely prayed that God would look upon them 


in Mercy, and ſo he did upon all thoſe that did it 


in Ignorance ; for they injoyed the Fruit of theſe 
Prayers, That Interceſſion was the cauſe of the 
Converſion of the three thouſand ; for to thoſe 
Peter ſpeaketh, Acts 2. 23. Te have taken, and by 
wicked Hands bave crucified and ſlain. And — 
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the 37th Verſe downward you ſhall ſee their Con · 
verſion deſcribed ; verſe 41. There were three thou- 
ſand Souls added to the Church; they began to feel 
the Effet of Chriſt's Prayer. So A@s 3. 17, 
And now Brethren, I wot that through Ignorance ye 
did it, as did alſo your Rulers, He goeth by that 
Argument that Chriſt uſeth in his Prayers; the 
Mediator prayed for the Pardon of thoſe that did 
it in their Ignorance, So that you fee Chriſt's 
Prayers were partly as the Prayers of a Media- 
tor, and partly as of a private Perſon : In the 


one there is ſomething propounded to our Imita». 


tion, in the other to our Comfort and Faith, 
1ſt. For our Imitation. Conſider this Act as 
the Duty of a glorious Saint who is gone betore us, 
Chriſt is a rare and eminent Inſtance of Meekneſs, 
and Patience, and Love, nay even Love to his E+ 
nemies. O that we could tranſcribe this Copy, 
that ſach Inſtances of Obedience might be found 
in our Hearts and Ways! We are poor paſſionate 
Spirits, that are ready to loſe our Lives with our 
Sting; like fine Glaſſes, broken as ſoon as touch- 
ed. We take up every Diſcontent, and aggravats 
it, being ready to revenge the Wrongs that are 
done to us, and cannot put up the leaſt Injuries 
and Affronts without ſtorming and Indignatioa. 
Angry Spirits will have Satisfaction. We think. 
Provocation an excuſe for Paſſion. The Son of 
an Iſraclitiſh Woman and an Iſraelitiſb Man ſtrove 
inthe Camp, and the Son blaſphemed the Name 
of the „ for which he was ſtoned to Death, 
Lev. 24. 10,14. Chriſt was provoked, but he 
| 2 paſſionate, but prayed for his Per ſecutors. 
Me learn three things in this Inſtance, which 
| We cannot reflect upon without the Shame of our 
ann Faces, This Mirror will kill like the Baſi- 
Fps UK 
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lisk when we look on it. 


4; rr Injuries ; we cannot come to 


hn di 'Tis otherwiſe with us; rather than 
take an Example from Chriſt, we take it from 
our Enemies, do as they do tous. Why ſhould 
Man imitate that which he judgeth evil in o- 
_ thers? Revenge and Injury differ but in order, 
the one is firſt, the other ſecond. Revenge is a 
ſweet Evil, 
more contrary to Grace ; nothing more pleaſing 
to Nature. Patience in the Eye of Nature is a 
kind of Weaknefs and Servility. Men will plead 
for this. But Solomon faith, Prov. 24. 29. Say net, 


faith, ris vable to love an Enem; as to 
hate a Friend ; and he faith, it argueth a ſervile 


oppoſition to which Solomon fajth, Prov. 19. 11. 
Diſcretion of a Man deferreth his Anger, and it 
is bis Glory to paſs over a Tranſpreſſion. *Tis a 
82 tis not a ſervile, but a Chriſtian 
and free Spirit. And *tis the moſt contrary to 
Grace, for giving is many times made the Condi- 
tion of the Promiſes, and the meaſure of our Ex- 
pectations from God; Forgive as we for 775 Tis 
much, even a meritorious Act i in our houghts, 
# me do hr pas by an Offence. 

We learn to do good, and ſeek the gat 

of to feed and ſupply an py 
Enemy; Prov. 25. 21. If thine Enemy L i 
thirfy, * 
x they 


ive bim Bread to eat; 14741 
Water to drink. "David faith, ot 35 
They rewarded me Exil for Gees, to the e 
2 Soul. But in Verſe 13. þ he faith, When "= 


(1.) Not to retaliate, hate, curſe, revile, and 
1 Pet. 2. 23. Who when be was reviled, reviled 


nothing more plealing to Nature, and - 


n bath done to me. Ariſtotle 


flow Wit, and a diſingenious Spirit. In direct 


ai«@ 
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were my Clothing was Sackcloth, 1 bumbled my 
Soul — Faſting. Lis much that the Scripture 
| tence in the leaſt and loweſt Offi- 
ces, where one would think our Care were excu- 
OX, o bis A gong ary, thes ſhes furcy br 
Ox, or bis Aſs going aſtray, ti t ſurely bring 
it back to bim —4 If thou ſeeſt the Afr of bias 
that bateth thee lying under bis Burden, and wouldeſt 
| forbear to belp bin, thou ſhalt ſurely belp with bin. 
To reduce the ſtraying Ox or Aſs, and to eaſe the 
Oppreſſed, theſe are Offices of Humanity, that 

Men expreſs to their Frieads; but God requireth 
it to Enemies: Do good to them that hate you, and 
yray for them that deſyitefully uſe you and perſecute 
you, Mat. 5. 44. Nay, do not excuſe your ſelves 
by a colour and ſhew of Religion ; Religion that 
| ſhould be the Judg is a Party, and the Reſtraint 
is made the Fuel toPaſſion : The very Perſecutors 
are named. We are apt to allow our ſelves in 
* the Exorbitancy of our Paſlions, under the co- 
lourable Pretences of Religion and Duty; nay, 
not only when *ris your Enemy, but God's; when 
a Man is a Perſecutor, you are to do him good. 

(3.) Todo the beſt good for them, not only 
to wiſh them all the good in the world, but ſeek 
the good of their Souls. Chriſt prayed, Father 
forgive them; that God would convince them of 
their Sin, and reform and pardon them. Thus 
John converted & Man _ * 1 rob —4 Our 
Duty is expreſſed, not only by doing g but 
by _ and praying for them, Mat. 5. 44. 
You ſhould mind their good, pity poor blind 
Souls, which we too often neglect for our Frien 
and thoſe to whom we are ingaged. O when 
have you done this to thoſe that have wronged 


and injured you! Alas, they have no Light, they 
Sons have 
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have no better Principles ; go and mourn over 
their Souls to God. What ſweet Comfort ſhall 
a Man have in his Spirit, when be doth fo really 


mind their ? This is a hard Leſſon, how 
pal wemale ay 


1. Conſider you have God the Father's Pattern 
rit, and the Apecial Precept of Chriſt for it; 

» good to them that bate you, bleſs them that curſe 
and pray for them that de ſpitefully uſe you and 


you. 
Friſe f for it, who prayed for the Perſecutots and 
Tranſgreſſors. And the Pattern of God the Fa- 
ther, Mat. 5. 45. He maketh bis Sun to rife on the 
Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt 
and Unjuſt. They come not by chance, and the 
ordinary Courſe of Nature. None can be fo 
much an Enemy to you as Sinners are to God, 
have his Rain and his Sun: 'Tis at God's 
Diſpoſal to exclude their Right; there are none 
of theſe things but God could keep from them, 
and that "oily too, yet "tis godlike to beſtow 
them ; and tis Man's Perfection. Tis the Glo- 


Let en 


ry of Man to imitate the ſuperior Beings, God 


and Angels. Children, you know, when they 
irſt come to have the uſe of their Reaſon, their 
is to imitate the Actions of grown Men; 
why ſhould not we then imitate thoſe of God ? 
Nay further, you have the Pattern of the Saints, 
2s well as the Pattern of the Moſt High, that you 
may not think it an unimitable Pattern. Stepben 
2 um ES 
charge, 7 60. ote his Vehemency, 
72 with a . bis tender Love and 
© ppaſſion, 2 lay not this Sin to their charge, 
The ſenſe =. 1 and Prerogative 


Accu: 
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you have the Pattern of 


. EEE. eons end co fd rod mms cm Wm of 


| make you da more than others. It was an 
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Accuſation, 1 Cor. 3. 3. Te walk as Men. Should 
not Chriſtians do more than Publicans and Hea- 
thens ? Mat. 5. 46. If ye love them that love you, 
what Reward baue ye? Do nat even the Publicans the 
ſame ? Chriſtians muſt have ſomething eximious 
and rare: Where is your differing Excellency ? 
O go and ſhame your ſelves with theſe 


rat ions. 
2. Conſider the Inducements ; ſuch as theſe. 
(1.) The Calmneſs of your Spirit. If ever any 
were wiſe, they are wiſe that get and keep this 
Frame of Spirit. Men would find more Pleaſure in 
boly Meekneſs, and Chriſtian Endeavours for Pati- 
ence, than poſſibly they can in the Pleaſure of 
Revenge. Vexations diſturb the Quiet of the 
Heart; not only your Aﬀections, but your Con- 
ſciences: For can I do mine Enemy a greater 
pleaſure, than to let him take away my Content- 
ment from me? Tis a Madneſs, when I am 
wronged by others, to wrong my ſelf. David's 
Heart ſmote him for cutting off the Lap of fault 
Garment, that was his Enemy ; but what a Com- 
fort is it, when like ap Oak we can endure the 
| angry Blaſts in an unmoveable Poſtuxe ? = 
..) The Likelihood of gaining upon them. 
$aul wept when he ſaw Dawid's Tenderneſs to- 
wards him; 1 Sam. 24. 16. If a Man find his E- 
nen, will he let bim go well away ? This is not uſu- 
al. Tis expreſſed by beaping Coals of Fire upon bis 
Head, Prov. 25.22. You may make him pliable 
to your purpoſes: They are Men of diſtorted de- 
mn ns, that will not be won by Kind- 


(3-) Your At nce with God; Prov. 25. 
22. And the Lord ſhall reward thee. You will fay, 


it will be labour loſt, The ſincere * 
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e Duty are not loſt with the Lord fhall re. 
ward thee. Chriſt did much the unthankſul 
 Fews, but be comforts himſelf with this, A Re. 
. ward is with thee. A Pattern for Miniſters to deal 
with Oppoſers in Meekneſs; you get nothing but 
Scorn and Contempt with Men, but your Judg. 
ment is with the Lord: There is much Comfort 

in the Sincerity and Faithfulneſs of your En. 
deavours. 


part of his Mediation. O what a glorious In- 
Tance is this of Chriſt's Love, what a Pledg and 
Token of thoſe bounteous Diſpoſitions that are in 
his Heart to poor Sinners ? Do but conſider the 
Circumſtances that may commend it to you. 
1. Who prayeth, Chriſt : One that could de- 
troy them with his Glory eaſy enough. We fay 
we forgive Men when we cannot harm them; 
Power efferates the Mind ; many would be cruel 
enough if it were in their power. Chriſt could 
command "twelve Legions of Angels, if he would 
have prayed in another ſtrain ; Mat. 26.5 3. Think- 
eſt 2 pray to my Fa ther, and be ſhall 
preſently give me more than twelve Legions of An- 
gels? But he doth not fay, Father, ſend me twelve 
> 4h yt Angels; bur, Father, forgive them. 
I was enough, gh, 2 Kings 19. 35. to 
EY red fourſcore and five thouſand in 
EN Cup. But he prayeth for Plenty of 
paſſions, tho in Man's Eye the other would 
S his Glory. 
2. Conſider when he prayed: In the very Act 
of his Sufferings, he ſeeks Mercy for the Inſtru- 


the World is full 
ſame night addon an Jos 


2. Look upon this Interceſſion of Chriſt as a 
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ments of his Sufferings; he is ft of Love when | 
* Spite * 1 Cor. 11. 4 


When 2 


Ver. 12. the 53d Chapter of Tfaiah. 553 
When they were deviſing Miſchie he was de- 
viſing Comfort. He taketh Paul, Acts 9 breath- 

ing out Threatnings: And Scornets have been 
| brought upon their Faces by an Ordinance, We 
on when got rid of the Miſery, and perceive 
is advantageous to us; but Chriſt pardons i in the 
height of his Sorrows. A Man would have 
thought that the ſharp ſenſe of his Su 
ſhould have imbittered his Spirit. O the invin- 
cible Love of Chriſt to poor Sinners ! * Tis much 
that he intercedeth in Heaven, but that he ſnould 
upon the Croſs ſay, Father forgive them, we can- 
not but admire and adore till there be RW 
left within us. 

3. For whom he prayed : for the T 
ſors, vile Sinners, that offered him all the In- 
dignities in the World, them that had mocked, 
buffeted, ſpit upon him, and by their clamorous 
Importunity got him to the Crofs, and gave bim 
Vinegar to drink, and placed him between two: 
Malefactors, and deſired a Murderer to be 
leaſed betore him; they curſed themſelves, 
Blood be upon us ; they prayed backward, as we. 
ſay, for themſelves. He was placed between 
two Thieves. Now he made Interceſſion he 
theſe Tranſgreſſors. Go home now, and fee 
X you cn Wl ay bal ion a g all 
your Sins againſt the Love of - Chriſt, me 
and urge it; he prayed for the Tran 
for Scorners of Love, Men that did not pray for. 
themſelves, 1njurious, Blaſphemers, name 
thing of higher Aggravations ; Be thts tat 
ſtorned him in the hs very Service and 
Love. Holy David vowed he would cyt off all 
in the Houſe of Nabal, that ſcorned and 


his Love. He vowed, but Chriſt prayed for fuch, 
How 
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4. How he prayed : he pleadeth for them 
Forgive them, for they know not what they do. You 
ſee he pitcheth upon the moſt favourable Con- 
ruction that could be made of their Fact; dis 
à dad Fa, but they are poor ignorant People. 
Arguments in Prayer imply Earneſlneſs; and 
Chriſt uſeth ſuch an Argument as might moſt leſ- 
ſen the Offence, and be accepted with God. The 
uſnal Plea is bare Ignorance ; and therefore Peter 
uſeth that, Acts 3. 17. J wot. ye did it in Igno- 
rance. So Acts 17.30. The times of Ignorance God 
winked at. So 1 Tim. 1. 13. I did it ignorantly, 
and in Unbelief. If any Excuſe will ſerve, that 
doth. O conſider how willing Chriſt is to ſave 
or loſt Sinners. Here is a great deal of Com- 
rt for poor humble Souls, whoever they be. 
. Arc 
_ tural Eſtate, oppre 


fled with the ſenſe of their 


Sins, that think Chriſt will not regard them? 


He prayeth for the Tranſgreſſors. Cannot you 
believe ? See that place, John 16. 10. He ſhall 
compince the World of Righteouſneſs, for 1 go to the 


Father. Chriſt is gone to ſend the comforting 


Spirit, that ſhall give you clear Goſpel ;, he is 
gone to Heaven to plead with the Father for you. 
You deſire to believe, and Chriſt prayeth that 
may. Do not think that Chriſt is only care- 
of the Elect regenerate, he is alſo careful of 
the Elect uncalled : John 10. 16. And other Sheep I 


© 


to bein. And he doth not only care for 
pray for vou; John 17. 20. Neither pray 
alone, but for them alſa wbo ſhall be- 
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they Men that are ſenſible of their na- 1 


F 4 
A * * 1 is. . — — — * — — [es } 


2 or inward and outward Diſtreſſes? Chriſt, 


Ver.12: the 53d Chapter of Vaiah. 399 


by his Spirit, ſo the Father for your fakes, 
Would you believe? then all were clear: Chriſt 
is praying yon may believe, You are d 
with your ſelves, with yourt own Hearts, 
Chriſt is dealing with the Father in Heaven about 
the ſame matter. There is Comfort in this Word 
Tranſgreſſors. 
2. Are they Believers that groan under Wants, | 


interceded for Tranſgreſſors, certainly — in- 
tercede for you. O if Unbelievers have comfor- 
table Hopes, Chriſt prayed for them, what will 
he do for you? Tig » mighty Comfort that you 
have by Chriſt's Interceſſion what you would 
have. ſer. 31. 21. Who is this that ingaged bis 
Heart to approach unto me, ſaith the Lord ? Chriſt 
hath engaged all his 9 and Pities, that he 
will draw nigh to God, — lead with him for 
your fakes. Chriſt pra when you pray: 
the Spirit of Chriſt 4 N on, and Chriſt him- 
ſelf prays for you. What is it that troubleth 
you ? ts the Crreoaf the World encroach upon 
your Spirits and encumber them ? Or elſe are you 
dejected by the Fears and Sorrows of it? In John 
17. 15. Chriſt prayed that you might be kept 
from the Evil of the World, either the one or 
the other way. Do you want the Comforts of 
kr un do you ſit 5 _ Far nd no 
t 14. 16, * pray the N and 
222 you another Comforter, that be ' 
for ever, even the Spirit 
— receive, becauſe it 
mt, neither knoweth bim; but ye know bi 
dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you, 
fition againſt your private Endeavours i 
or pudlick Endeavours for Reformation? 


4 1 Expoſitios ap 
* 
among God's Peop 

1 as thou Father ot 
in thee, that they alſo may be one in us. 
in Duties? Rev. 8. 3, 4. Another 
_— baving a golden 
was given unto bim much Incenſe, 
it with the Prayers of all Saints 
upon Altar, which was before the Throne ; 
2 ole of the Incenſe which came with the Pray. 
. Hand. Or is it for Deliverance ? Zech. 
. 12. Aud tbe Angel of the Lord anſwered and ſaid, 
How lng wilt thou wot have mercy upon Jeruſalem ? 
And he would not give over till God gave him 


| Come comfortable Words, ver. 13. 


| And be made Interceſſion for the Tranſereſſors. 


for poor Sinners. 
all be very brief on this Point, 


to whoſe judicious Reſolution I refer you. ; 
Now that Jeſus Chriſt is ſo, appeareth by ma 
ny p N N is | his Work now 
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nifeſt from the Scripture : Ha. 55. 16. 


75 
4 
E 
4 
4 
a 


FRG 
f 
8 

8 


endes ot *' 


Saints, aſcended up before God out of the I 


” eee Clauſe is 
That Jeſus Chriſt is, and is alone, the Inter ceſſo | 


(/c 


many Engliſh Authors have treated upon it, 
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was 
2 and deplorable. and 
there was none to belp; and there 
was none to there 
as if it were the Eternal 
ai for Inter- 


cellor” but none could be be fond 
Chriſt the alone Interceſſor ? The 
Point are: 


8. 
12 


* To anfiver the High Prieſt » 8 
who was not only to ſlay the Sacrifice, but to in- 
tercede: Both were the Duties of the Prieſt- 


hood. Firſt, the Beaſt was flain without the 
Camp, and then Blood w as carried into the 
Holy of Holies, a and then Prayers 


KURT 


amp. 

Sacrifice for Sin, is ſat | wu 
of the Majeſty on bigb, Heb. 1. 3. and in many 
ther places. We were to have a i 


2. To carry Salvation in a way of Mercy, 
as well as Juſtice, and to have it by 
well as Satisfaction. Levit. 16. 14. As the High 
Prieſt was to bring the Blood within the Veil, 
and to ſprinkle it on the Mercy-Seat ; fo our 
High Prieſt having ſatisfied Divine Juſtice, by gi- 
ving himſelf for us an Offering and a Sacrifice to 
God, he hath carried Blood within the Veil, ſo that 
now we may take hold of God with both hands; 

we may preſent the Satisfaction of 
yet beg Mercy. The ſending of Chriſt did 


only hr arty Julie, but Grace. And 
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24. Being juſtified freely by bis Grace, the 
— thay is in Jeſus Chrift, There — an 
Act of free Grace as well as Juſtice : Theſe two 
are ſweetly coupled together, 45k of me, and 
7 will give thee, Pſal. 2. 8. Tho it were his 
purchaſed Inheritance, yet he would ask. 
- But ſecondly, why is it Chriſt alone? 

1. Becauſe none elſe would undertake it, none 
of the Creatures have ſuch bounteous Affections: 
Ihn 15. 13. Greater Love bath no Man than this, | 
that a Man lay down bis Life for bis Friends. The 
two emphatical Words are Life and Friends. 
Some Creatures have gone far, as Abrabam in 
offering his Son, Lot his two Daughters, and 
the Father of the Levites Concubine in Fudges. 
2. Becauſe none could intercede and come be-. 


' tween Wrath and Juſtice, as Chriſt did. Not | 


Man for Man ; one Rebel cannot undertake for 
another: Pſal. 49. 7. None of them can by any 
means redeem bis Brotber, nor gi 


for him. One Man cannot undertake for another. 


Þ became us to baue a High Prieſt, who was Holy, 


But what is this Interceſſion? I ſhall open the 
matter to you a little. The Word | 
Coming between, one that undertaketh 4 
that intercedeth for us; that was the ' of 


ThisInterceſon is diſpatched, oy” n 


give to God a Ranſom 


Ver. 12. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah. 593 
1ſt. Partly in Heaven. 

2. And partly in the Hearts of Believers. 

1ſt. Partly in Heaven. There theſe Acts are 

performed by Chriſt. 

1. His preſenting himſelf in our Natures, and 
in our ſtead ; Heb. 9. 24 He is faid to appear 
in the Preſence of God for us. Chriſt is not enter- 
ed into the Holy Place made with Hands, but into 
Heaven it ſelf. The High Prieſt had the Names 
of the twelve Tribes written on his Breaſt, 
and Chriſt the Names of his redeemed ones on 
his Heart. He cometh there not only in our 
Nature, but as our common Perſon, as one that 
was to repreſent, and to do our buſineſs with the 

1er. 

He preſents his own Merits, that the Fa- 
ther may turn his Eyes from us, and look upon 
that everlaſting Righteouſneſs that he brought 
with him into Heaven in our Nature. He bring- 
eth his Blood within the Veil. Tho Chriſt were 
on Earth, yet he could not diſpatch all his Offices 
of Prieſthood on Earth, as thoſe that had to do 
with Typical Sacrifices : Heb. 8. 4. For if he were 


| on Earth be ſhould not be a Prieſt, ſeeing that there 


Prieſts offer Gifts according to the Law. And this 


Blood of Chriſt is the Blood of ſprinkling, which 
ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel, Heb. 12. 24 
We by our Sins cauſing the Lord Chriſt to die, 
had deſerved that his Blood ſhould ſpeak againſt 
us, as Abel's did againſt Cain; no, but it ſpeaketh 
to God to pacify Wrath, and pardon our Sins, 
and give Peace to our Conſciences : Theſe Merits 
plead hard for us, which is what we call the Me- 
diationof Chriſt. 

= He undertaketh for us, and promiſeth Obe- 
dience to God the Father in our behalf; there- 

Qq for 
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fore be is ſaid to be our Surety, Heb. 7. 22. He 
promiſeth that we ſhall s 
„ 


Covenant. 
and maketh 


4. He prayeth and in 
his Requeſt for us, as being ſenſible of our Infir- 
mities; as the High Prieſt was to bleſs the 
that is, to pray for them. Therefore *tis 
1 John 2. 2. We bave an Advocate End the Fark 


Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. There Chriſt is dealing 


Od or a. When he was here Earth, 
he was a praying whole Nights, and he is 
praying whole Ages: Jer. 30. 21. Their Governor 
Hall ' proceed from the midſt of them, and I will 
cauſe bim to draw near, aud be [hall 
me - Who is this that ingageth bis Heart to 
unto me ? ſaith the Lord. His Heart is ingaged, 
even all his Bowels and Pities, to draw near to 


God, and plead with him for your ſakes. Theſe 


are the Acts of Chriſt's Interceſſion in Heaven. 


2ly. In the Hearts of his People; and there the 
Ads of Chriſt coming between us and Wrath, are 


theſe two. 
Merit, the A 


1. He applieth his 
by virtue of his Interceſfion. The Scriptures eve- 
ry where put a great deal of weight upon this; 
Rom. 5. 10. Therefore tis ſaid, 3 
man. vr 1 Life. He be- 
_ girineth to ſave ug here by his Spirit, fanQifying 
all inward and outward means for the bringing 
of us to the full participation of all the Benefits 
he hath purchaſed for us; but 0 
cation is afterwards, 
2. Hepraysin us. The Spirit's 1 
our Hearts is but the Anſwer and Eccho 
Chriſts laterceſſion in Heaven; Rom. 8, 26. 
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pplication is | 


ok his Love, a Son that hath made Satiafadtion y 


ver. 12. the 53d Chapter of Iſaiah: 


Hirit alſo belpeth our Infirmities ; _ 
what to pray for as we ought > But the 
noe Inrcoſin orw ab Grin: 


12, 3. This Veict 


away Guilt in holy Services. Exod. 


28 The High Prieſt was to bear the Iniquity of 


their Holy things. Here is Comfort in Chriſt's 
Succeſs in Prayer, the Father always heareth 
him, Jobs 11. 42, In the Perſon praying, the Son 


he can bring Blood with him. Tis a' great Pri- 


vilege for us to pray to God, but tis a much 


greater to have God praying Rr as. = 


Advertiſement. 


ux Reader may take notice, that ſeveral 
Points hinted at in this Treatiſe, are more 
largely handled in ſome other Diſcourſes of this 


3 a5, 

_ HowClhriſt is made Sin, and Man made Righteous, 
In Vol. IV. of his Works, Sermons on 2 Corinth. 
J. 21. Pap. 255. HY 

_ . Man's Salvation from firſt to laſt floweth from the 
Pleaſure of God's Goodneſs, and is effeFually accom- 
 Pliſhed by bis Divine Power. In Vol. V. of his 
Works, þ. 460, 466. . 1 | 9 a0” 9 

I be particulars mentioned in p. 572. of this | 
Book, are fully diſcours d of in Vol. II. of the | 
Author's VVorks, on the 17th Chapter of Jahn, 
in ſeveral Places that treat of Election. 


